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Be F.I.R.E.! 
Jojo Jalandoni’s visit energized BLD Newark 

    Welcome! This was the 

joyful greeting echoed by all 

BLD Newark members 

gathered at the DMP 

Auditorium, as members 

arrived for the meet, greet, and 

teaching of Jojo Jalandoni, our 

distinguished guest who is 

Global BLD’s Formation CSL.  

    A Spirit-filled Worship led by Ruben and Cherry Vibar 

followed. We found true food for the soul as we 

celebrated the memorial of Pope Saint Gregory, servant 

of the servants of God. He continues to inspire us to be 

lively in our service, to have a deep love for all of God’s 

children, and to lift our voices and make His glory known.  

    In the First reading (1 Cor 4:6b-15), St. Paul teaches 

us, as beloved children of God, to be humble in 

responding to criticism. When ridiculed, we bless; when 

persecuted, we endure; when slandered, respond gently. 

    The teaching which followed was presented by our 

special guest from Manila, Jojo Jalandoni. In his theme, 

Be on Fire!, he encouraged BLD members to reflect on 

how we, as members of the body of Christ, can sustain 

the energy to persevere in all community trials, to 

continue to be inspired and move the ministry forward 

into the future, keeping the momentum steady. 

    This starts with each individual         … Continued on page 2 
 

Four Kinds of 

People 
THEME: We know and follow Christ’s teachings 

when we are just and compassionate to the 

poor and the marginalized. 

WORD: Am 6:1A, 4-7/ Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-100/  

1 Tim 6:11-16/ Lk 16:19-31 

ORDER: Pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, 

patience, and gentleness. 

Compete well for the faith. (Tm 6:11-12a) 

 

    T  he dictionary defines poor as lacking sufficient 

monetary resources to live at a standard considered 

comfortable or normal in a society, while rich is 

defined as having a great deal of money or assets. The 

bible speaks considerably on the topic of the rich and 

the poor, including the marginalized and other 

oppressed groups particularly in the book of 

Proverbs.  

    The Word of God clearly commands us to show 

our faithfulness and obedience to the Gospel by the 

generosity we show towards those who are less 

fortunate than we are.   

    Pope Francis said, “If you have so much richness 

in the heart, these great riches of zeal, charity, the 

Word of God, the knowledge of God - let this wealth 

reach your pockets …when faith does not come with 

pockets, it is not a genuine faith.         …Continued on page 3 

“Blessed is he who keeps faith forever, secures 

justice for the oppressed, gives food to the 

hungry.” (Ps 146:7) 
 



30th Anniversary Series 

Fellowship of those who 

have been touched  

by God…  

    I recently started a job in a pregnancy center 

counseling women in at-risk pregnancies. I have found 

that converting them to a prolife position is not that 

difficult with the joy of the Holy Spirit and the 

conviction that everything works out for those who carry 

their babies to term. Often, the opposite is true for those 

who abort, especially when it brings them to deeper and 

deeper suffering which can last a lifetime if they do not 

repent and seek healing. The women do respond when I 

tell them that abortion is never a good option and begin 

to rejoice at carrying their babies, and they discover a 

whole community of support (Sisters for Life).  

    Because of this, I began to consider that maybe I 

should present the Gospel and the invitation to go to 

Church, perhaps pray the rosary and read the Word. 

Thus, I was delighted when BLD Global Shepherd Jojo 

Jalandoni’s Sept. 3 talk at Divine Mercy Rahway 

auditorium proved to be prophetic. He had a wild youth, 

doing drugs and promiscuity at age 15-30. Then, at the 

end of his rope, having already committed but failed in 

ending his life, he saw a tv evangelist praying for a lost 

soul similar to him. He cried out for help and leaned his 

head toward the tv as if the evangelist could reach out to 

him. At that exact time, his sister came with an invitation 

to attend a Life in the Spirit seminar with BLD, which 

began his 36 years -and-counting with the community. 

“You have tried everything. Why not try me?” said the 

Lord to Jojo’s heart. It was this personal encounter, this 

intimate experience, that gave Jojo conviction in talking 

about and ministering for the glory of the Living God.  

    Conviction cannot come before the faith experience 

because it doesn’t come from an intellectual place. Once 

we have conviction, we can move mountains, that 

mulberry tree is toast as is any obstacle in our way. Jojo 

understood that the relationship with God is everything, 

from where every blessing flows, even unusual decisions 

like God’s marital choice for him-- a fellow Single’s 

member named Koi who received the same calling to 

marriage—to him!  

    That we act on these inspirations means we are being 

Fruitful, Inspired, Renewed and Engaged, the tenets of 

his talk, Be on FIRE. Listening to the lessons of a layman 

like Jojo made me recall how my conviction            

➔    to save these women and their babies has led them 

in a positive direction, an infinite cascade of 

possibilities from one protected life. How much more 

could be done if I would be more inviting in the area 

of faith: introducing them to a prayer habit, even a 

church; helping them to hear the word of God in Spirit, 

in the Bible and in the godly circumstances around us; 

and then having them really come to the knowledge of 

God’s love and mercy. Then they will see how the 

depths of their despair launched the beginning of a new 

and joy-filled life because the Lord has been given His 

proper place.  

    This is why I go to BLD—the fellowship of those 

who have been touched by His hand and now want to 

cast that net wide to others for their salvation and 

eternal life. 
 

                                                    (from page 1) 

member’s deep and intimate relationship with God, 

always taking delight in doing His will and following 

the Holy Spirit’s inspiration. As followers of Christ, we 

should resolve to stay in God’s grace and appreciate all 

of God’s creation and handiwork, all His blessings. We 

must listen and obey the Lord, and listen to each other 

and obey our elders/leaders in the community whom we 

discerned and elected to their positions. We must learn 

to wait on the Lord who bends down to us and hears our 

cry (Psalm 40:2). 

    With the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence, we as 

disciples, members of His one Body, the Church, in 

fellowship with one another, we must undertake a 

mission to love and worship God and to love our 

neighbor in deed, thought, and word. We should be 

uplifting one another up, carrying each other’s burden 

and praying without ceasing for each other. Let us offer 

sacrifices for the salvation of our brothers and sisters, 

our neighbors. 

    We must commit ourselves to the Lord, whether it’s 

convenient or inconvenient, and strike a covenant with 

the Lord. Let us lead a purpose-driven life in 

community despite obstacles and difficulties. 

    Passionately uttered by our elder Jojo Jalandoni, all 

these can be summarized with the acronym:  

Be FIRE! Be… 

Fruitful 

Inspired 

Renewed 

Empowered! 
… Continued on page 3 



          (from page 1) 

    The Gospel becomes incomprehensible if poverty is 

removed from it. It is the mystery of Christ who humbled 

Himself, who let Himself be impoverished in order to 

enrich us.” 

    Throughout the 

Book of Proverbs, we 

find that there are not 

just two kinds of 

people (rich and poor), 

but rather four kinds of 

people: the ungodly 

poor, godly poor, 

ungodly rich, and godly rich. Ungodly poor refers to 

“the one who chases fantasies”, and the “sluggard.” 

Their poverty is because of the ungodly decisions they 

make, which may hinder their ability to pay their bills 

and meet their needs. The godly poor are those who love 

and serve the Lord and live a life of minimal means. 

Sometimes these people are poor because they have been 

oppressed by the ungodly rich.  

    The ungodly rich are those who love money more 

than God. They use people to make more money rather 

than using money to love more people. Contrasting the 

godly poor and ungodly rich, Proverbs 28:6 says, 

“Better to be poor and walk in integrity than rich and 

crooked in one’s ways.” 

    The godly rich are people who love God and to whom 

God entrusts wealth because they are good stewards. 

Proverbs 11:24-25 says, “One person is lavish yet 

grows still richer; another is too sparing, yet is the 

poorer. Whoever confers benefits will be amply 

enriched, and whoever refreshes others will be 

refreshed.” And, Proverbs 3:9-10 teaches, “Honor the 

LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your 

produce; Then will your barns be filled with plenty, 

with new wine your vats will overflow.” 

    These readings are not simply about being either rich 

or poor, but about how we must be godly with the 

resources God has entrusted to us. The readings for the 

26th Sunday in Ordinary time directly address what 

disciples need to do in order to fulfill God’s command. 

There are many opportunities that call upon us to reach 

into our pockets, materially and spiritually to support, 

provide for, and minister to others. As a bible-based 

community, BLD promotes programs that supports the 

alleviation of poverty. We have strength in number when 

we serve in mission, in the underserved communities in 

the Philippines or in the inner city of Newark.          

➔    We are called upon to give generously, not only 

from our excess but to dig deep, even in our own need. 

God can multiply the small hidden acts of love and 

financial assistance we may provide others.    

    Pope Francis said, “May all of us feel that we are in 

debt to the poor, because, in hands outstretched to one 

another, a salvific encounter can take place to 

strengthen our faith, inspire our charity and enable our 

hope to advance securely on our path towards the Lord 

who is to come. To be poor is to let oneself be enriched 

by the poverty of Christ, to desire not to be rich with 

other riches than those of Christ.”             

1. Serve the needs of families with love, joy, and 

compassion. 

2. Use the resources the Lord has given us for a 

godly purpose.     

3. Serve in the community mission programs. 

 

                                                    (from page 2) 

One highlight of the day was the anointing of several 

members who have been newly-appointed to take up 

assignments in the community.  

They were as follows: 

Teaching Ministry: 

• Teaching Ministry Head: Ray and Suzie Atienza,  

• District Teacher: Nena Maceren  

The LSS #54 TEAM:  

• Coordinators/ Action Team Head - ME Allan and 

Jen Almazar  

• LSS #54 Piety Team Coordinators - SPE Lilia 

Manlapas and Anna Marie Vales 

• ME 54 Shepherds - Earl and Flo Manguiat 

• LSS Working Team: Shepherds, Auxies (ME 53, 

SPE 21, SE 39) 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
LOOKING FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE? 
Become a Covenant News contributor 

Share Your Time and Talent 

QUESTION OF THE MONTH: 
What is your WHY? 

• Why is BLD Newark an important part of your 
FAITH JOURNEY? 

• Why did you say YES to your first and 
subsequent encounters and stayed? 
• Why am I still active in BLD? 

• Why did I stop coming for a while and came back 
to stay? 

• Why is it important for me to serve in this 
community even when it’s hard? 

• Why… (fill in your why/what) … 

Contact Word Ministry (Word@BLDNewark.com) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Jesus, the Great Message 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 

“The great message entrusted to the Church, 
is Jesus! Yes, Jesus himself, in his infinite 

love for each of us, his salvation and the new 
life he has bestowed upon us. Mary is our 
model; she shows us how to welcome this 
immense gift into our lives, to share it with 

others, and thus to bring Christ, his 
compassionate love and his generous 

service to our deeply wounded humanity.” 

Pope Francis 
MESSAGE FOR THE XXXVII WORLD YOUTH DAY 2022-2023 

Health & Safety Guidelines 
See the special supplemental pages regarding 

CDC isolation timeframes. 

Isolation and Precautions for People with COVID-19 | CDC 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

SAVE THE DATE 

Cardinal Joseph Tobin Joins The BLD 

Community In Celebrating Our  30th Anniversary   

With A Eucharistic Mass Celebration  

Friday, Feb.10, 2023 @ DMP 

BLD Newark 30th Anniversary 
Souvenir Program/ Coffee Table Book  

Details to follow 

2000 HAIL MARY 

October 8, 2022 @ DMP 
 

LORD ’S PROVISION 
PREVIOUS WEEK ’S 

Collections (At DMP, 
E-Giving / Mailed 

Checks): 

Last Week YTD 

Tithes & Love 

Offerings 
$1,314.70 $62,117.76 

Ukraine $-- $ 1,661.00 

ABP Lagdameo $-- $875.00 

Phil. Earthquake $-- $80.00 

DMP Heating $-- $145.00 

Mission $-- $85.00 

Financial details are available to all members through 

treasury@bldnewark.com. 

DONATE TO BLD NEWARK 

https://www.bldnewark.com/donations.html 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

 

SEP - OCT 2022 (Friday Schedule) 
 

Holy Rosary (every Friday at 8:00 PM) 
 

First Friday Eucharistic Celebration  

October 7 (8:30PM) 
 

Weekly Praise and Worship (Starts at 8:30PM) 

Sep 23 | Sep 30 | Oct 14 | Oct 21 
 

Solo Parents Ministry (Starts at 8:00PM) 

Every 2nd and 4th Friday of the Month 

Library, Room 208, Divine Mercy Parish  
 

Singles Ministry (Starts at 8:00PM) 

Every 3rd Friday of the Month  

Connell Hall, Divine Mercy Parish 
 

Youth Ministry (Starts at 8:00PM) 

Monthly  

Connell Hall, Divine Mercy Parish 

Please join the Intercessory Ministry in their 
nightly community prayers via Zoom. 

Everyone is most welcome to participate 
Zoom ID: 2265467380 / PW: 750109 @6:30PM 

For more details, please contact 
Ram & Claire Bautista 

Feeding The Homeless 
3rd Saturday of the Month 

9:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
Sisters of Charity, Newark, NJ 
Contact: Rene & Claire Monje 

Please note that a pdf of this Covenant News is also available online at BLDNEWARK.com 

  

mailto:Word@BLDNewark.com
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html
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FDA: 

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/safety-communications/home-covid-19-antigen-tests-take-steps-

reduce-your-risk-false-negative-fda-safety-communication 

At-Home COVID-19 Antigen Tests-Take Steps to Reduce Your Risk of False Negative: FDA Safety 
Communication | FDA 
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