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Uruguay No Eucharistfor (CoUNSELS )
Prelates: Abortion Backers Sharing the Master's Joy

sy DS are reamlie that o o vta ot Prv 31:10-13, 10-20, 30-31; Ps 128:1-5
guay P 9 1 Thes 5:1-6: Mt 25:14-33

vor of abortion exclude themselves from communion Wi‘Wleme' We work with Gods grace to inherit his kingdor

the Church. when we are faithful stewards of His gifts
The prelates appealed to canon law in recalling the Catg(r)c_ler: “You are children of light, therefore sly

lic position on abortion during their Now12 plenary as-
P ¢ P y alert and be sobér (1 Thes 5:1-6)

sembly .

In a communiqué Fridathe bishops responded to a biﬁ?ﬂectlort , , , : |
regarding “reproductive and sexual health” currently under OUr réadings this Sunday remind us of the importange of
consideration. living each day to the fullest, striving to discqekaveloping

They cited a declaration from last ygitted, “In De- and_applying ourtalents, time and_ treasure in preparatiq
fending Human LifeAll of Us Win.” There, the prelatesCNMSts second coming and last judgmést. Thomas

affirmed, “Legalizing abortion doesn’'t change bad into goé%quinas once wrote, ‘grace buiId; On nature”, so vyhat
Once it is made concrete, things go badly for everybné.nnate and acquired character traits we have recelve(j
human life is lost. The mother ends up with wounds thati§" &re part of God'plan, so that we may be useful

not easily heal. The doctor goes against the essence JF#jjl in every way we serve Him.

noble profession. Society loses a life because of not opeff0d entrusted His possessions to us according to the

ing its arms to receive it. The culture of life is attacked.” ties that He blessed us willke are given phySicaI, intellectu

The bishops go on to say that no “honest law can jusﬂﬂﬂ emotional attributes on a personal BA&seceive then
the elimination of a defenseless being who has the rigHft§fust and are supposed to develop them not only fo
life and to be born.” personal interests but for others, and ultimately for God.

Regarding Catholics who promote and/or vote for laff€ trials that God allows us to experience are for our
in favor of abortion, they recalled that such a person bre§R8d SO that we can touch others as God has planneg
the link that unites them to Christ and the Church. While ins everything that we hafe should therefore nurtu
remains committed to this position, the bishops affirmed, Y 9ift He gave us. Like the proverbial fig tree in Luke
is impeded from approaching Eucharistic Communion, ¥(& could be cut down for being useless. When we cultivate

cording to what is established in the Code of Canon L fertilize the same soil, giving it all the nutrients essenti
canons 1341 and 1398. spiritual growth, we become fruitful giving glory to our C

“Uruguayans need to multiply the signs of favor for hGtot _ . _
man life in the midst of emigration and the demographic wintef '€ GOSPel this Sunday invites us to serve Him througiout

that compromises our future,” the prelates concluded. “T9i ives, in anticipation of Him saying to each one of ug, on
well-being of our people requires sons and daughterd g greatreckoning day: (continued on page :@
bring joy to homes, to fill the classrooms and playgrounfls. < od’ s Promise

We are in favor of the integral development of human life, for the Weelc

which as Catholic bishops we see from the perspectivegf,, 1 everyone who has, more will be given arjc
Jesus Christ, who came to the world to bring worthy gnd he will grow rich.” (Mt 25:29)

abundant life.”




The Mystical 3. The Prayer of Simple Union

The stage of prayer that follows is called the prayer of “sim

Stages os Prayer union, because, beginning with it, all further stages of praye

stages of ever deepening and more total union. What this

1. The Prayer of Recollection consistsinis Gasluniting the soul to the divine, leaving itin passt
Thefirstexperience that people have when their prayer begiasd@wommunicating the divine life to it.

well up spontaneously from the depths, beyond the control of théiis fundamental characteristic is an awareness that all of th

will,iswhat has come to be called the prayer of recollébéaesa faculties, from the will and understanding to the imagination

says thatthis is “the first prayer | felt that was supernatural,” thatimg taken oveFhose who pray this prayer no longer perce

Ien

gence.” experience an act of possession and submission of their p$

What does this experience consist of ? For those who receivélitgt/ feel dominated and possessed by God. Here, in compg
consists of their feeling drawn gently inward, immersed in an atwfovith what it was in the prayer of quiet, the perception of the d
sphere of reverence and love. It appears essentially as a firm pttesence is strong and overpowering. During these experig

attraction to God, who is felt as being very ridaweveytheir advertedto.
psyche s still active; memory and imagination move freely Those who experience it are left with a diffuse sense of thejpres-
It comes suddenly in the form of interior movements or touckase of God in the depth of their being. It sometimes seemstd
which are perceived as calls to withdi@ad is preparing us for ethat they are deeply united with Gedill: God becomes thei
mutual encounter in solitude. When one has already gone raediing place, their only true homeland. They only feel “athome
deeply inward, these touches or movements will be repeate@®beAnd the principal ééct of this prayer is to greatly enamor
fore the prayer of quiet or that of union. believeyintensifying his or her love for God and increasing his o
In short, the prayer of recollection is the first mystical priyergenerosity toward the neighbor
this stage ongattention is gently drawn inward and one begins tan short, the perception of the divine presence is overpo :
become vaguely aware of the presence of God. When onaigsne feels first possessed by God in this stage. Unlike the
gone more deeply inward, he or she is led to the deeper stagaathe all of the inner faculties are being takeriiivagis, one feel
prayer of quiet. dominated by God and one is deeply united with God. Buthe
2.The Prayer of Quiet prayer of simple union is only the starting point of the more
While the prayer of recollection is a somewhat tenuous expaion, the prayer of ecstatic union.
ence, the prayer of quiet is the first form of prayer that powerfulit. The Prayer of Ecstatic Union
invades us, because one of its most characteristic traits is a v&iynple union is followed by a still more powerful and total expe-
stronginner peace. Itis not like the normal state of rest or relaxatimee of union. Itis so powerful that it produces a loss of the €

suddenly; at other times it comes very gradually communication with the outside world is cut off. While this expE
Howeveypeace is but one trait of this experienioe soul feels ence lasts, the person finds itimpossible, notjust difficult, to re
the nearness of God and is filled with gmmetimes bursting intoordinary consciousness.
acts of love or praise or gratitude. If the period characterized bwhat constitutes this stage is, then, a most powerful expeLence
infused recollection is often brief, that of the prayer of quiet usualpeing united to God by Gadaking possession of the hum
lasts longer spirit. During the ecstadiyere can be imaginative visions orimageless
The body feels the muscles relax and even, in stronger exgisions of a purely intellectual type. The will feels totally inflane
ence, fallinto lethaly. The senses are awake, although it takesdih love and quite hap@ynd the soul feels the superhuman poer
effortto open the eyes and an even greater effort to come outdiidhe experience of love and thus feels wounded, but this brifigs it
inside in order to respond to anyone else. immense happiness. In other words, the soul is inwardly burning in
Although the will is submerged in this great, joyful quiet and théame of godly love.
understandingattention is drawn to the divine presence, memoryhe senses are suspended because of their weakness. Epstasy
andimagination can cause distractions. Hoytbese distractionsat once caused by the power of the interior experience arjd the
do not disturb the soslquiet or its joy in Godpresence. weakness of that part of the psyche and body that remain without
In short, in this stage one experiences the great quietetiey. Some persons who haveetgd a grave trauma rem
understanding’attention is drawn to the divine preséfiaeprayer for several hours without knowing what is going on around them.
of quiettherefore is the successive form of the prayer of recollediioey can travel to one or more places without realizing wherd they
and also the preparation stage for the prayer of union with Gaie or registering itin their memory (continued on page 458

Q




The Cleansing o Counsels (continued fom page 1)
I en lgpers “Well done, my good and faithful servant...Come share

. o your mastets joy” (Mt 25:21)
As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he trayy, can we share our Mastejoy? How do we beco
eled though Samaria and Galilee. __good, faithful and fruitful servants of God? Itis not just byfde-
As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him. TRgYoning our gifts and hamessing them for ourselves,
_stooij ata dlstancefjm him and falSGI"f' their voice, Saysharing our talents with others so they too, may live an
Ing, “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us And when he S&4nt life in Christ! The first step, therefore, is to generopisly
them, he said, "Go show yourselves to the priests.” §5,re what we have with others. By doing so, we are
they wee going they wercleansed. witness to the humility Jesus Christ exemplified while hejwas
And one of themealizing he had been healeetumed, ,, earth. Our model is Jesus Christ— His character arjd His
glorifying God in a loud voice; _ mind. In Philippians 2:1-5 St. Paul sayidiake my joy co
and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He Wite by being of the same mind, maintaining the
a Samaritan. Jesus said eply ; love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do notHing
“Tenwee cleansed, werthey not? Wherae the other oy selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of ind
nine? Has none but this @gner eturned to give thanks regad one another as meimpotant than yourselves;
to God?"(Lk _17:]1_'18) _ _ _ not meely look out for your own personal ingsts, bu
Lack of gratitude is not a fault, like stealing or unkindness9k ; for the intezsts of others. Have this attitude in
impurity. The ungrateful personis simply thoughtless; he doegiiyes which was also in Christ Jeste have to lear
mean to hurAnd yet his thoughtlessness does hurt, almosp@ni"ty before we can honestly say we love Christ.

though it were an intentional insult. The lepers who wererha second step is to completely abide in ©06rd.We
cleansed were naturally excited. Itwas normal thatthey shjid i be constantly immersed in scripture, reflecting on fhem,
be overcome with happiness and want to show themselv%gbing them aliive in our hearts and mikids also need t
theirrelatives and friends. _ ~ improve and deepen our knowledge of Christ by atterjding

Like many of us todayhe other hine lepers took_thelr CUlachingswe can only prove to be true disciples of Chrift if
for granted; they like many of us failed to appreciate the Iqyg observe, live out Gat:ommandments and love our neigh-

and kindness our Lord keeps on pouring to all of us; we Clypg s e love ourselves. This will make our Fatherimmefisely

to our gifts and_f_cget the Give_FF hat lack of gratitude is one ijoyful. John 15:9-12 succinctly putsiftyou keep My com-
the biggest failings of our life todaw/e take so much for

_ " mandments, you will abide in My love; just as | haye
grantedWe could easily frown that the cleansed Iepersidld[(l’ept My Fathets commandmestand abide in His love
return to thank the Lordfet isnt that what most of us would pege things | have spoken to you so that My joy may|be

easily do, the same exact thing? Is God any less good in kﬁ%u, and that your joy may be complete. My commald-
ing us healthy all or most of the time than He was in cleanqiﬂgm is this: Love each other as | have loved you.

and restoring health to the ten lepers? Should God be le$fiea thirg step, is have complete dependence ors Giad
thanked, less appreciated because He never let us loSGigf, \we must der ourselves, our gits, our time, talent nd
sights, never gives us chest pains, or cancerous disBhse§2 -« re to be used for His greater glory and h&ven in

the love and gifts that have been poured onto us are allflis | e should thank Hirve ofer our suferings to Him and
doing.The inner strength that has kept us from sinnisglit’ continually pray for His help and mer@or as our faith i

the work of !’"S protective grace. tested, we produce endurance through which God will 1
Lord, don'tlet us take our gifts for granted. Let us appregi perfect and complete, lacking in nothikied when we arJ
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ate them, love them, enjoy them —and constantly be gratefyltoyo perfect, we truly become the children of light — dlert,
our Father _ . sober and ready for the coming of Christ to share His joyfwith
———— lraveling Catholicss===—==  God the Father in the heavenly dwellings.
For nationwide listing of Catholic Churches and Masstimes,
visit www.masstimes.org Directions:
1. Strive to preserve peace, unity and harmony| in
For information on EMary’s and & Mark’s community
visit their newly designed website: 2. Be faithful stewards by sharing your time, talents nd

www.stmarystmarkparish.com treasures.
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITYCALENDAR

MISSION

Nursing HomeVisit—Hamilton Plaza

56 HamiltorAvenue, Passaic, NJ 07055

Every 2¢Saturday of the monttblunteers are needed

Nong &Tricia Bustos — 732-591-1340
nongb601@aol.conteres202@aol.com

NJ Catholic Charismatic Conference 2008
June 13-15, Union Catholic High School
1600 Martinéd\venue Scotch Plains, NJ
Angel &Aida Calilap 973-284-1853, aacalilap@gmail.cor
Frank & Malowvenadas 973-562-0055,
fvenadas@hotmail.com

=

Resurrection Parish— $ Bridget Church
372 Montgomery Slersey CityNJ 07302
Healing Prayer Serviceevery Monday at 8:00pm
Healing Prayer Service with Eucharistic Celebration
Every first Monday of the month at 8:00 pm
2000 Hail Marys Devotion w/ Eucharistic Celebration
Every last Sat. of the month starts at 8:30am except [

Notice of Change foiSOUP KITCHEN Assignments

St

Nov. 22 — Singles Ministry | Jan. 2009 — Solo Parent Ministr

WORD
Share your walk/faith/transformation in the Lord with|th

nd

Nov 14-16 Marriage Encounter # 32
Mary Immaculate Centglorthampton, R
Contacts:
Emil & Baby Canlas 551-265-0720
Gary & Mil Camacho 732- 642-1889
Nov 21-23 John 6 Crossing #9
Ramada Limited, So. Plainfield, NJ 0708
Contact: Boyet/Zita Cruz 908-378-518
Email: boyetzita_cruz@yahoo.com

o~

(9]

Applications for encounters/retreats ar
available atvwww.bldnewark.com

o~

| TEACHINGS ]
Nov 14 After Worship
Intro to Intercession Singles
Teaching Youth, John 6, Mark 1d
Nov 15 S. Mary's
| 10-6pm Shepherdraining
1-6pm Agonyinthe Garden LSS 28
Washing of the Feet Retreat
)ll\lov 21 . Mary’s
1-6pm CDFP Overview ME 32

Intro toWord
Make the Covenanit- News

al

-

community through an article (450 words max.). Se
word@bldnewark.com.

Week Ending Nov 7 , 2008

THE LORD’S PROVISIONS

All collections last Friday went to
St. Francis Cathedral

Thank you for your continued generosity

PLEDGE OF LOVE $7,776

)
LSPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Saint Mary’s Parish
Thanksgiving Food Drive
ONE DAY ONLY - Nov. 21, 2008, Next Friday

Please bring 2 canned goods per family (beans,
noodles, ready mixed mashed potatoes, muffins, etc.) Bing
placed at the entrance door of th&f&ry's Church for collection.

1

Contacts from Mission Ministry:
Frank & Malouvenadas - 973-562-0055
. Angel &Aida Calilap - 973-284-1853

COibst powerful union with God and also experiences some m
wilipRnomena. Furthéne soul feels the superhuman power

an/pa/rt' of your covenanit la’f&.)

The Mystical Stages of Prayer

Whatis always intensified is the perception of the divine pre

and the experience of being seized by the Spirit and united t
This period of the spiritual life is characterized by a varig
interior experiences that are at once cognitive and volitional

which have one overall meaning: Gaif-gift to the human being

with a promise of afuller giving ata later ime.

The Christian man or woman comes forth from the ec§

union immensely strengthened in spirit. Theirwhole heartis §

God and nothing else matters to them. They would like to sp
their energies serving God.

In short, in this stage one experiences the ecstasy whi
duces a loss of the external senses; during the ecstasy o

experience of love. While the principle effect of the prayer
simple union s to intensify his or her love for God and the nej
the soulinthis stage bums inwardly inaflame of godly love. T
through the prayer of ecstatic union the soul arrives at the
unionwith God.
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