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 2017 Christmas and 
New Year Message… 
Archbishop 
Angel N. 

 Lagdameo
     In the time of Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph and of 
the Apostles, they might 
not have celebrated 
birthdays the way we do 
in our families and in the 
Philippines. 
     How did they celebrate birthdays? How did 
Joseph and Mary celebrate the birthday of Jesus? 
Especially with the memory of the visit of the 
kings from the East bringing gifts and the visit of 
the shepherds bringing lambs. 
     In our time we have an elaborate celebration of 
Christmas, preceding several months before 
December and extending even a month after New 
Year’s Day… with a lot of shopping and 
exchange of gifts within the family and 
community and amongst friends. 
     Let us not forget that the center of all these 
celebrations is CHRIST, who humbled himself 
and lived like us and among us. Let us reflect on 
our answer to this question: How am I, how are 
we, becoming more CHRIST-LIKE in our attitude 
and behavior?  

 
 

Following John the 
Baptist’s Example 

 THEME: God’s presence keeps us bold enough to lead 
others to Christ. 

 WORD: Is 61:1-2a,10-11 ~ Lk 1:46-48,49-50,53-54 
1 Thes 5:16-24 ~  Jn 1:6-8,19-28 

 ORDER: “Testify to the light, so that all might believe” 
- Jn 1:7 

 REFLECTION: 

  The season of Advent is the most joyful season 
of all. The third Sunday of Advent is known as 
“Gaudete” Sunday, with the Latin word meaning, 
“REJOICE.” This is expressed, both in the entrance 
antiphon for December 17, as well as in the second 
reading where St. Paul exhorts:  

 
     Yes, we have to rejoice in our God always – for He 
is the God of hope and light. To truly rejoice, we must 
possess a transformed heart and go through sincere 
conversion. 
     The readings this Sunday are about hope for a future 
that is bright with promises. The Prophet Isaiah’s 
dream in the first reading is about a world that is 
transformed, from injustice and evil, to one with justice 
and goodness. Isaiah announced a year of favor from 
the Lord. It is to be a period of glad tidings to the poor 
and healing to the brokenhearted. The great news from 
our Lord Jesus, the reason why He came to be with us, 
as one of us,                                           …Continued on page 3                                                 

  “The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also 
accomplish it.” (1 Thes 5:24) 

 



Worried? Fearful?  
     Solution: Go to Sunday Mass 
At General Audience, Francis 
reminds faithful that the 
Eucharist is all we need. 
DECEMBER 13, 2017 / DEBORAH CASTELLANO LUBOV / 
GENERAL AUDIENCE                                   source: zenith.org  
     For the strength you need to get through everyday 
life, go to Mass. 
     Pope Francis stressed this during this morning’s 
General Audience in the Vatican’s Paul VI Hall, Dec. 
13, 2017, as he began a new catechesis on the 
Eucharist, pointing out that God waits to meet us on 
Sundays, to give us the weekly ‘nourishment’ that will 
get us through every week, and the rest of our lives. 
     The Pope recalled the important place of Sunday, 
the Feast of the Resurrection, since the time of the 
Apostles. “Brothers and sisters, the Sunday celebration 
of the Eucharist is the center of the life of the Church. 
From the beginning, the first disciples met on the first 
day of the week, the day when Jesus rose from the 
dead, to live in communion with Him. “ 
     The Risen Christ, the Holy Father noted, meets the 
baptized gathered on Sunday: “Sunday is for us, one 
day sanctified by the Eucharistic celebration, the living 
presence of the Lord among us who comes to meet us.” 
     Participation in Sunday Mass, Francis reminded, 
gives the Baptized strength necessary to live as a 
Christian all week, until eternal life. 
     “Without Christ, we are dominated by the fatigue of 
everyday life, by fear of tomorrow. The Sunday 
encounter gives us the strength to live today with 
confidence and courage, and to walk in hope towards 
Sunday when we will live fully and forever with the 
Lord.”   
     “The Mass also tells us about this blessed rest to 
come. It is true that the quality of our Christian life is 
measured, first of all, by our capacity to love. But how 
can we practice the Gospel without going to draw, 
Sunday after Sunday, from 
the source of the Eucharist?” 
the Pope stressed.  
     Pope Francis concluded, 
again asking the question: 
‘But how can we really 
practice the Gospel without 
going to draw, Sunday after 
Sunday, from the source of 
the Eucharist?  

 
     In the week leading up to Christmas, the daily 
Mass readings feature several stories about women 
conceiving a baby. The most prominent one, of 
course, is about how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about (Monday, Dec 18 and Wednesday, Dec 20). In 
the readings for the rest of the week, there are the 
stories about Samson (Tuesday, Dec 19), John the 
Baptist (Tuesday, Dec 19 and Saturday, Dec 23) and 
Samuel (Friday, Dec 22). The readings relate the 
anticipation and the joy that the babies brought to their 
parents. And in the case of Samson’s parents (Manoah 
and his wife), Samuel’s mother (Hannah), and 
Elizabeth and Zechariah, there was extra joy because 
the women were already thought to be barren, which 
at that time was thought of as a curse upon them that 
pregnancy had lifted. 
     As a parent, I can relate to the joy that children 
bring. In a sense, life is harder because I can’t just do 
things for myself, for there are others I now always 
have to consider. Then there’s the worry when they 
are sick, or even if they are simply out late with 
friends and I’m wondering about what time they’ll be 
home. But my life has indeed been more joyful, and 
the kids have been a blessing that have given my life 
real meaning. I would do anything for them, always 
keeping in mind their best interests. They, on the other 
hand, despite my assurances, often seem to suspect 
otherwise.  
     These parental emotions are probably the closest 
we could get to, to understand how Father God feels 
about us, His children. And yet, there are too many 
times when I assume the role of a spoiled child 
instead, and question what His motives might really 
be. When there’s something else I want, I ask if He 
really loves me. 
     The Truth is that He loves me… He loves us, and 
our emotions as parents give us the best clue as to how 
much. Despite all that is going on in the world this 
Truth is what should prevail.  
     “You are my hope, Lord; my trust, God, from my 
youth. On you I have depended since birth; from my 
mother’s womb you are my strength.”  

- Psalm 71:5-6 (Tuesday, Dec 19)  
     This Christmas, may we all realize that the road to 
true and lasting happiness involves the same 
recognition as that which the Psalmist proclaims. 

…Continued on page 3 



       (from page 1) 
is for us to be joyful, knowing that He came to set us 
free. 
   The question we should ask ourselves is, “Does 
God’s presence in our lives keep us bold enough to 
lead others to Christ?”  
     St Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians gives us a list 
of do’s and don’ts: Do rejoice always. Do pray 
without ceasing. Do give thanks in all circumstances. 
Don’t quench the Holy Spirit. Don’t despise the 
prophecy. Do retain what is good. Refrain from every 
kind of evil. St. Paul empowered us with these 
teachings to encourage a change of heart and 
conversion that would transform us into a community 
of praise, joy and thanksgiving. St. Paul concluded 
with a prayer, that God be the abiding source of 
holiness in our lives. Paul is certain that God will 
accomplish what we ask for, for:  

 
     The Gospel reading from John contains this big 
theme: the question of identity. The priests and Levites 
asked John the Baptist, “Who are you?” John was 
surrounded by the Jews and Gentiles who were trying 
to figure out who he was. John the Baptist knew 
exactly who he was. He was just a voice crying out, 
preparing the way for the coming of our Lord Jesus. 
John came to testify to the Light and the Truth. John 
came to prepare us for a new reality – to establish the 
connection between God’s love and His Son Jesus, and 
the foundation of the Kingdom of God. 
     Do we know who we are? Do we really know 
Jesus? Can we follow John the Baptist’s example?  
     Let us accept who we are: broken and in need of 
wholeness and in need of liberation; blind and in need 
of seeing the light of truth about ourselves, others and 
God. John the Baptist’s message is still valid in this 
day and age. Let us empty ourselves of the obstacles 
that hinder the Lord’s coming into our lives. Jesus 
came to lift us up, to bring us close to His heart, to 
bestow upon us “royalty” as God’s sons and 
daughters. We are called to give God praise, to rejoice 
in the Lord always, and be filled with thanksgiving.  

 He wants us to be like John; to be His voice, to 
make noise, to reveal the Good News in this confusing 
world. Jesus needs us to be like Mary, to magnify His     
presence in this world. 
     Everything we do - in our families, in our work, in 
our social life, is an opportunity for meeting God. 
Moreover, during the course of each of our days, there 
are very special meetings with our Lord: in Holy 
Communion, in our daily reflection on His Word and 
in the examination of our consciences. 
     An important part of our Christian mission is to 
bring happiness and peace to a world that is sad and 
slowly drifting away from God. As we prepare during 
this Holy Advent season, let us also remember our 
poor brothers and sisters in the world who are hungry, 
homeless, or sick; let us remember the victims of 
terrorism and pray for peace. Even in small ways, let 
us share and give gifts to bring joy and affection to 
those around us. 
     Perhaps in all of our gift-giving this Christmas, we 
can give Baby Jesus Christ a gift that He would 
treasure forever – a commitment for our salvation and 
that of others, through a healthy self-awareness of our 
identity through Jesus.  He is our God, our Immanuel. 
Let us truly believe that Jesus is our God-with-us, 
God-in-us, God-for-us at all times, for Jesus is the 
Almighty Who has done great things for us. 
Directions: 
            - Pray unceasingly. 
            - Refrain from every kind of evil. 

********************** 
(from page 2) 

     During this time, the word, “BELIEVE” can often 
be seen in decorations and greetings, but it is seldom 
qualified as to what to actually believe in. Is it just that 
Santa exists? The readings for the week, remind us of 
the parental joy that many of us have also 
experienced, providing a glimpse into just how much 
God loves us. That in fact, is what we must believe in. 
And I can just imagine the joy that that would bring 
Him. 

 
 



Update # 4 (of 9): BLD Newark 
Spiritual Program for the Unborn 

 

Drivers for Fr. Paul Lehman 
     We are composing a list of prospective drivers who 
would be interested in driving Fr. Paul occasionally, as 
the need arises, since he can no longer drive. This is not 
a permanent commitment, just a list of names he can 
call on as needed. That way he can call whom he wants 
and will have enough names so that it is not the same 
people all the time. And it will give different people the 
opportunity to spend some quality car time with him. 
     For those interested, please send your name, address 
and phone number to Eileen O’Hara. Her email address 
is shamrock2go@yahoo.com 

 

LORD’S PROVISION 
Previous Week’s  

Collections: Prior Week YTD 
Tithes  $ 1,280 $ 66,345 
Love Offerings $ 770 $ 58,728 
Mission Collections $ 90 $ 6,061 
Financial details are available to all members through treasury@bldnewark.com 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
 

BLD Newark Schedule for the remaining Fridays in 
December: 

December 15 – Corporate Worship led by the Solo Parents 
December 22 – Community Worship 

December 29 – Family Worship 

 

 

 
To sign up, please see the representatives from Mission 

and the Singles Ministry 

Medical Mission to the Philippines, 2018 
Tarlac City, Tarlac  /  February 5-8 

 

Date Apostolate 
Dec  22  Formation 
Dec  29 Management 
Jan     5 Mission 
Jan    12 Pastoral 

A pdf of this Covenant News and more information about BLD are available online at BLDNEWARK.com 
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