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NEWS 
Archbishop Hebda visits BLD 

+ other news from this past weekend 
     It was a very busy first full weekend in November for 
BLD Newark. There were at least five newsworthy events 
going on. 

************************** 

Friday night: Newark Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard Hebda 
served as the main celebrant at the BLD First Friday Mass. 
     In a well delivered homily, Archbishop Hebda shed 
interesting new light on “The Parable of the Dishonest 
Steward” – where the steward was reducing others’ debts, his 
Grace saw Christ eliminating all of ours.  He also lauded 
BLD’s devotion to Jesus’ Sacred Heart via the Community’s 
monthly celebration of First Friday Mass, and its witnessing, 
that “we’ve encountered God,” as especially reflected in the 
active participation in BLD of the whole family, young and old 
alike.  “The message is always young,” he declared, and, “it 
must always be proclaimed.” 

************************** 

The next day: 16 candidates responded to Christ’s invitation in 
the Washing of the Feet/Agony in the Garden Retreat. 
     “As I have loved you, so you also should love one 
another." (Jn 13:34)  Thanks to the collaboration of the Teaching, 
Intercessory, Praise, Service, Witness Development and Liturgical 
Ministries, and through the grace of God, with One Spirit 
spearheaded by Monsignor Paul Schetelick, 16 candidates 
experienced the transformation of "The Cup of Suffering" to "The 
Cup of Blessing", and realized that in serving others with humility 
and in love, "no one is greater than the other."        …Continued on page 4 

COUNSELS 
 

The Essence of Our Hope 
THEME: We hunger and thirst for His righteousness 

when we are vigilant in serving God.   
WORD: Dn 12:1-3 ~ Ps 16:5,8,9-10,11 

Heb 10:11-14,18 ~ Mk 13:24-32 

ORDER: Learn a lesson… when you see these things 
happening, know that He is near. 

REFLECTION: 

   The Gospel reading for the 33rd Sunday of Ordinary 
Time speaks of the Second Coming of Christ. Most 
often, we refer to it as the Last Judgment, or the end of 
the world, or “The Judgment Day”, when the Son of 
Man will return, not as a Savior but as a Judge of us all. 
It’s not a question of if, as His Second Coming is 
certain, but when, which we do not know. As stated in 
Mark 13:32: “But of that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father.” This is the basis for this week’s theme:  We 
hunger and thirst for His righteousness when we are 
vigilant in serving God. 
     It directs our focus on God’s righteousness that will 
be revealed through His Justice in the second coming. 
Our honest souls can only desire to endure our present 
situation because of the certainty of the great reward, 
when Christ appears suddenly with His angels bringing 
the Kingdom of God, gathers the elect into the 
Kingdom, and dismisses the wicked into the outer 
darkness. And because we do not know the day or the 
hour, we must remain hopeful, vigilant, and persevere in 
our belief to the end. For how well we prepared 
ourselves at the time of death, that’s how we will be at 
the second coming. Then when our end or that of the 
world comes – whichever comes first – we will be ready 
to live forever in the beatific vision of seeing God face 
to face for all eternity.                            …Continued on page 3 

Promise of the Week  

“You will show me the path to life, 
abounding joy in your presence” (Ps 16:11) 



THE	LORD	HEARS Only One Returned

       King David’s Psalm 34:18 echoes Isaiah’s 
message when he addressed God’s people in Jerusalem 
in chapter 30 verse 19: “…you shall no longer weep; 
He will be most gracious to you when you cry out; as 
soon as he hears he will answer you.”  
     How comforting it is to know that our Lord hears 
our cries and saves us from all our troubles; but is 
asking God’s help the only requirement for our prayers 
to be heard and answered? Can we be assured that God 
will always open His ears and listen to our 
supplications? We can be sure He always listens and 
acts on our prayers if we love Him and if we trust in 
Him; more importantly, if we ask in harmony with His 
will (not demanding); if we ask with reverence, 
acknowledging His kingship; and, if we ask in the 
Name of Jesus. 
     Psalm 34:19, describes how our Lord is close to the 
brokenhearted and how He rescues those who are 
crushed in spirit. What is this verse telling us?  
     Being broken hearted and crushed in spirit are 
crucial elements of true repentance. Humble admission 
of our brokenness and our sinfulness gives delight to 
our loving and forgiving God. When we pray with a 
penitent heart and humbly ask His help during times of 
pain, grief and sorrow, He will deliver us from our 
problems. Our prayers become acceptable to Him, He 
hears our pleadings.   
     Years ago, the life of a person dearest to me was 
threatened by a health issue. My spouse was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor. The news had stricken our family 
with shock. Not knowing what the future was to hold 
for us, my spouse and I prayed our hardest, fully 
placing our faith and trust in God. We unconditionally 
surrendered to Him, prayed unceasingly and fervently 
expressed our love for Him.  Brokenhearted and 
crushed in spirit, we pleaded and humbly asked for His 
healing mercy.   
     True to His promise, He heard our cries and healed 
my spouse.  Indeed His mercies abound!   

                    To God be the Glory!!! 

 

 

“And one of them, realizing he had 
been healed, returned, glorifying 
God in a loud voice; and he fell at 
the feet of Jesus and thanked him. 
He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in 
reply, “Ten were cleansed, were 
they not? Where are the other 
nine?"                          (Lk 17:15-17) 

     We too, have been healed and made whole by our 
God. We now freely enjoy the abundant life that He has 
graciously given us. Would we, like the nine lepers, 
rush off so quickly to glory in our blessings without 
stopping to thank Him? Jesus expects us to show 
gratitude. Jesus is clearly not happy at the ingratitude of 
the nine lepers who did not return. 
     Expressing appreciation and gratitude can be time-
consuming. At times it requires going out of our way 
and delaying some of our urgent appointments. It is 
even harder to do when we are struggling with trials 
and difficulties, especially since we live in a culture 
that encourages us to act on the basis of how we feel. 
      Why is expressing thanks so important? God 
doesn't need our thanks, but thankfulness acknowledges 
our dependence upon Him. When we acknowledge 
what He has done for us, we are completing the cycle 
that God began when He promised to meet all of our 
needs. It is then in our best interest to be reminded that 
everything we have is a gift from Him. Without 
gratefulness, we become arrogant and self-centered; we 
begin to believe that we have achieved everything on 
our own; but with thankfulness in our hearts, we keep 
that right relationship to the Giver of all good gifts. 
      Giving thanks also reminds us of how much we 
already have. Human beings are prone to covetousness, 
and we tend to focus on what we do not have. By 
giving thanks continually, we are reminded of how 
much we do have. When we focus on blessings rather 
than wants, we are happier. When we start thanking 
God for the things we usually take for granted, our 
perspective changes. We realize that we cannot even 
exist without the merciful blessings of God. Most 
importantly, gratitude is a vital component in our 
salvation. Were all ten lepers healed? Yes they were all 
physically healed, but only the thankful leper saved his 
soul. As children of God, we must then be thankful in 
all circumstances especially for our blessings. We must 
be grateful enough to throw ourselves at Jesus' feet; but 
also, grateful enough to help others find their way 
home too - by asking Jesus' question as our own: 

              "Where are the other nine?"(Lk 17:17)



Discovering God in His Creations 
     "Foolish by nature were all who were in ignorance of 
God, and who from the good things seen did not succeed 
in knowing the one who is, and from studying the works 
did not discern the artisan... For from the greatness and 
the beauty of created things their original author, by 
analogy, is seen." (Wis 13:1,5) 
     Chemistry, Physics, Geology, Biology, Astronomy, 
Anthropology, Anatomy, Oceanography. This sounds like a 
page out of a college catalogue. We have been studying 
science since we were very young, and throughout school, 
and into our workplaces and our homes, science has been a 
big part of our lives. We watch nature programs on TV and 
read books on the workings of the mind and the wonders of 
the universe. In all that exploration of the world around us, it 
is possible to miss one very important fact: that "from the 
greatness and the beauty of created things their original 
author...is seen." We discover the Creator in His Creation.  
     The author of the Book of Wisdom calls those who fail to 
do this "foolish." Anyone who is called foolish in the Old 
Testament is not thought of as just unwise, but as stubborn, 
closed-minded, and lacking spiritual insight as well.  
     In our everyday lives, there are many amazing things 
happening all around us, wonders and moments of grace 
that we take for granted. Sadly, we often do not "discern the 
artisan." When we witness a beautiful sunrise or sunset 
with its magnificent colors bouncing off the clouds or the 
changing of the seasons, especially autumn with its array of 
glorious colors, why don't we burst into a chorus of "How 
Great Thou Art"?  We see Nature in all its awesome wonder 
everywhere we look; so why is it that we get so full of our 
own thoughts, plans and worries that we fail to recognize the 
hand of God in all of this? It's just our own foolishness. 
What would be the remedy for our stubborn, closed-minded, 
unwise lack of spiritual insight? It is a process that begins 
with awareness, leads to acknowledgement and 
appreciation, and results in gratitude, followed by a heartfelt 
chorus of:  

 
     The Catechism tells us that, "methodical research in all 
branches of knowledge can never conflict with the faith, 
because the things of the world and the things of faith derive 
from the same God" (CCC159). When we take time to look 
for Him, we discover the Creator in His Creation. 

COUNSELS                                                     (from page 1) 

     There is a mystery to God’s righteousness and judgment, 
and part of that mystery is that God permits evil to practice 
its tactics upon the good, otherwise, none of us could be 
called free. We know for a fact that forces of evil are 
increasing in the world, the state of the righteous grows 
harder, distress and natural signs follow. And while we 
experience its tactics which will surely lead to destruction, 
the reward is great for those who resist them. God calls each 
and every one of us to change directions and to become 
citizens of that world that is yet to come. What the 
Scriptures teach us is that God offers mercy to all who desire 
it and that the time of the ending is extended so that all 
might choose right, that all who desire it may be part of the 
new life that is promised to us. 
     As Christians we are called to look forward, although it’s 
not a bad thing to look back, for we learn from things of the 
past, and we take our experiences and our wisdom with us. 
But our gaze cannot be back there all the time. We do not 
need to see our past flash before our eyes. Instead, we need 
to look to the future. And our future should be filled with 
hope, for despite everything, in the end, God wins. 
     What a wonderful thought – in the end, a life lived in 
praise of God, solely dedicated to loving Him, will restore 
you completely, for praise and adoration can open up the 
gates of heaven. The greatest drama of all time is the one 
that you are living out right now. Where will you end?  It’s 
your choice - whether for eternity in heaven gathered as His 
elect, or eternity in hell for everlasting horror and disgrace. 
     This is the essence of our hope. This is our faith. 
Knowing this can help us persevere through anything, even 
anything evil that may come our way; as in the responsorial 
Psalm, which says: “Therefore my heart is glad and my 
soul rejoices, my body too, abides in confidence; because 
you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, nor will 
you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption.” 
Because in the end, there will be joy and hope in Your 
presence, as in Your promise: “You will show me the path 
to life, abounding joy in your presence.” (Ps 16:11) 

PRAYER: 
Father God, You are my safe refuge. Help me remain 
dedicated and committed in serving You. Whom shall I 
fear, why should I worry? I will put my trust in Your 
goodness and rest in Your love. Your joy is my strength 
and Your peace is my shelter. I will cast away my cares 
and find my joy in Your presence. Amen. 

Directions: 

● Avail of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
● Reconcile with God and your fellow men. 
● Live your life in righteousness and love. 



NEWS                                        (from page 1) 
The next day… continued 
Congratulations to: Connie Burton, Maria Bolos, Patricia 
McKiernan, Ruth Ureta, Gigi Espejon, Debra Leung, Belinda 
Pacaira, Eliza Literato, Rosemarie Go, Jo-Ann Santiago, Rico 
Lopez, Bo Frio, Ali Mario Morales, Mari lou Morales, Nancy 
Lim-Sulit and Carl Sulit. 

************************** 
Also the next day: Project “I do” bore fruit once again!  
     We praise and thank the Lord for showering His Graces 
upon Cristina and Arturo, who last Saturday, were bonded 
together in the Sacrament of Marriage. The Angels and Saints 
were celebrating in Heaven!  

     They are from Divine Mercy Parish and they will be 
joining the BLD Newark ME this coming weekend. 

************************** 
Meanwhile, in Allentown, PA: BLD Newark supported another 
LSS, which was attended by 20 participants. 
     As the theme for this past Sunday exhorted, “We hunger 
and thirst for His righteousness when we offer God all that we 
are,” this Spirit of Love inspired us to offer ourselves as 
witnesses to how the Holy Spirit not only dwells in us, but 
also works through us for others, for them to feel the saving 
grace of God. 
     We thank and praise the Lord for blessing the LSS 
weekend with the services of Fr Joe Saltarin, Deacon Serge 
Bernachez, the sharers and all the auxies and intercessors 
whose selfless and untiring service and dedication brought 
about a fruitful harvest of new believers in His unending and 
unconditional love. Like the poor widow, they lovingly 
shared their God given talents for the conversion of others. 
For the twenty attendees, this is just the beginning of their 
spiritual journey.  

As a community, we are committed to persevere in our efforts 
to provide for their spiritual nourishment to sustain them as 
they walk along the path of life. God is with us!   

 

************************** 
And in Garrison NY: Fifteen young adults graduated as 
members of Singles Encounter #35. 
     Last weekend November 6-8, fifteen young adults answered 
the Lord’s call to a spiritual encounter, at the Graymoor 
Spiritual Life Center in Garrison, NY. Each one of them was 
specially called by name and was brought together to form the 
new class of Singles Encounter #35. It was facilitated by 
Samantha Aglibut, Mikko Pepino, Diane Alburo and Ditto 
Fernando, with Fr. Paul Lehman as the Spiritual Director. 
SE#35 is blessed to have the guidance of their class shepherds, 
Tito Danny and Tita Cora Labung. 
     The Lord’s hand was truly evident as the candidates found a 
renewed relationship with Him. The hard work of the SE34 
sponsoring class, along with their class shepherds and auxies 
(some coming from BLD Washington DC), was truly a labor 
of love. Yes, the Lord’s mighty power was felt throughout the 
weekend making SE#35 victorious. 
     The Singles Ministry welcomes its new members:  

Judy Cellan, Michelle Felarca, Christian Flores, Danielle Flores, 
Darren Lopez, Connie Maningas, Christina Montepara, Larissa 
Palomares, Alyna Pineda, Alex Richard and Peter Sayson. The 
SE#35 class coordinators are: Mathias Ahmed, Jill Buhain, 
Matthew Cruz and Russell Dizon. 

LORD’S PROVISION 
PREVIOUS WEEK’S 

Collections Actual YTD 
Tithe & Love Offering $2,476 $123,269 
Mission Collections $132 $7,445 

Financial details are available to all members through treasury@bldnewark.com 
Thank you for your continued support! 

TEACHINGS & MEETINGS 
 

Saturday, Nov 21 (1pm): NCR / GIP – LSS 1-45 
Understanding Corporate Worship / Healing and 

Deliverance – LSS 1-40 
DLC Meeting & 
Pastoral Hour 

Monday, November 23 
7:30 pm 

 

Date Apostolate 
Nov 20 Evangelization 
Nov 27 Formation 
Dec   4 Management 
Dec  11 Mission 

 


