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Made Fruitful Again COUIDNS LSS
Fr. Brendan Leads BLLD Community Retreat LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
Last Saturday, March 26, 2011 starting at 9AMTHEME:  We are children of light when we produg
154 BLD disciples gathered together at Divine Mercy :Puethfrwts of goodness, righteousness &
Parish to be refreshed and made fruitful againugino \\, .. 1 gy, 16:1,6-7,10-13; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5
a community retreat given by Fr. Brendan 14- Jn 9:1-41
recollection started with praise and worship led~by darkness: (Eph 5:11)

Brendan. It was a day filled with the power of theRerLECTION:
Holy Spirit. “When | found your Words, | devoured The month of April offers us a speci
them” (Jer 15:16) opportunity, through the weekly themes discerned
Fr. Brendan directed us to two Greek words thahe Executive Council of Servant Leaders (ECSL)
refer to the Word: “Logos” and “Rhema”. Logos isreflect on God’s Word as we prepare ourselveslhfer
the general word of God, also used to refer to sEhri Fk?alyamec?ukt'hf(alurvt\/heergr% fggilg‘r‘én]"‘é??i‘;hrp%’hzguvcg
Himself, who 'f the Living L°9°S- Meanwhile Rhem roduce fruit of’goodness, righteousness and trtith
refers to the “spoken Word” and to that particulay s jn fact a statement that we, as members d
special meaning from It that strikes the readeré®a Catholic charismatic community, can relate to
It impacts in a special way and may come as agertainly live by.
answer to a question he has. In a number of wags th  What does it mean to be children of light? In t
retreat reemphasized many community teachingsgcond reading, St. Paul reminds the Ephesians
retreats and seminars, which we have already akk gothey were once in darkness, but are now in the bh

through. the Lord. Like the Ephesians, all of us in BLD, e[

Hikewise plucked out of darkness during our bapti

The main focus, however, was on the water, li i e
g infants, and more recently as adults during-dar

. . . . . S
gnd life of baptism. I__%aptls_m, he said, is tt1e mo% the Spirit Seminar (LSS). When we light cand
important day of our life. It is the day when “weea during our LSS graduation rites, we effective

adopted into the Family of the Holy Trinity to skar proclaim that the light of Christ has come to
the perfect, intimate love and communion of Fathegelivering us from the darkness of our sins. A$tli
Son and Holy Spirit”. He also emphasized how wélluminates our darkness, we are able, with thitlif
must return home and go back to the arms of Abba. Jesus shining through us (Eph 5:8), to live asiofil
Together, we reviewed the new vision andf light. The LSS somehow brings about a burn
mission of BLD, and the call to be living witnesseg?assion for Christ in the hearts of its graduatdsy
for transformation: to be “Theotokus” or God bearer &€ €mpowered by the Sprit to be a shining ligtihéo

like Mother Mary, by our life and example. Thereais "2UONS:

0t d . q t determi Holy Week is fast approaching and it is a go
call 10 a aeeper conversion, and we must determiyg 54t nity to look into our hearts and reflect mp

how we respond to this call. He exhorted us tafglar \where we stand as children of light. St. Pj
our roles, and to evaluate and re-evaluate deasioBompletes his message with a c4Bleeper, awake!
we make based on this vision and mission. As FRise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you

Brendan said, “Community is a charism of baptism.” (Eph. 5:14). Continued on page 3
Promise of the Week
Community Retreat Oct. 25, 201 “He guides me in the right paths

Please reach out to inactive members and inieth for his name’s sake.”. (Ps 23:3)

Ignorance of the Bille is ignorance of Christ. Read your Bible dwily!
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The INaarnicarr ire IMe THE TALE oF Two SINNERS

“ But his servants came up and reasoned with him. “_.. for everyone who exalts himself will be humblexhd
‘My father,’ they said, ‘if the prophet had told ypto  the one who humbles himself will be exaltedl’k 18:14)
do something extraordinary, would you not have Two disparate characters find themselves in

done it? All the more now, since he said to you, synagogue one day. One, the proud Pharisee,
Wash and be clean,’ should you do as he sdid."  qther, the despised tax collector. Both sit asafzart
(2 Kings 5:13) as they are in their intent to pray. The Phariséey

Reading the entire story of Naaman (2 Kings 5:15roup known as “perusim,” Hebrew for “the separal

15) seems to me that the key word in the abovesver nes” sees himself as a person steeped in

is "extraordinary”, Since the time God created ma nowledge of and strict adherence to the Mosaic.L
we have always been attracted to the extraordinar&l 9 '

the more mind-blowing, the more miraculous 1€ Sits where everybody could see him. Insteaq
something is, the better we think it is. That isywh Praying in praise of God, he praises himself treatsh
people at that time could not accept Jesus as th@Ot greedy, nor dishonest, nor an adulterer”, kenl

Savior; he wasn't flashy enough, wasn’t extraordina others. He reminds, God (as if He needs remind
like Solomon with his wisdom or David with his that he fasts twice a week and gives ten percehiso

prowess in battle. He was the son of a carpenten b income! It may very well be that he did all of teejp

in a stable. How can He save the world? You would@nd other good deeds according to his own judgm
think that after more than two thousand years wand designs, but not God’s. The arrogance
would have gotten it by now. Personally | havehaughtiness of the Pharisee stand in the way of
experienced the Naaman in me many times anacknowledging that his blessings come from God.
continue to struggle with it. _ could not admit that he owes God for everythingsh
| remember a few years ago my wife and | startegnd everything he has. Pride undermines fa
to feel a void in our Splrltual lives and that sdroe “When pride comes, disgrace comes; but with t
going to mass on Sundays was no longer enough. Vi@mple is wisdom.(Prv 11:2)
were searching for something to fill that void, get On the other hand, the tax collector, seated in

spiritual life back on track, so to speak. Then mypee e corner behind the Pharisee, could not ¢
brother and his wife started inviting us (naggingsw

probably a better word) to attend an ME weeken
But did | say yes to his many invitations, of caurs . p ”
not! | was Io)c/)k>i/ng for somethir>1/g different, someti defrauder, an _extortionist, apd a “sell-out fo §
extraordinary. | didnt think a marriage encountefR0man authority. It is conceivable that he is. O
retreat was the extraordinary event that would@d knows the circumstance of the tax collectg
transform our lives forever. sinfulness vis-a-vis his profession. However, tae
Only after we moved here to New Jersey did wéollector is humble enough to admit his sins, baw
finally say yes, took several years of convinciagd ~ low, beating his breast, and sincerely asking ¢
when we got there | was expecting some miraculous..be merciful to me a sinner.”(Lk 18:13). The
transformation, some kind of epiphany or “flash ofhumility and true repentance of the tax collectw,
lightning” moment. However, nothing happened! Imoved Jesus to séytell you...the tax collector, and
thought maybe the LSS would be it, especially aftenot the Pharisee, was in the right with God when |
hearing some of the stories, but not that one eithe went home.”(Lk 18:14)
fact nothing happened to me, no gift of tongues, no The tax collector shows open-mindedness
“slain by the Spirit” experience, nothing at all. readiness to embrace and believe in Jesus. It i
Inasmuch as we were moved by the sharingséccident that Jesus showed the same love
enjoyed the camaraderie, | went home that weekenghcchaeus and Levi, both tax collectors, to asknt!
feeling the same - nothing has changed. Of coursezome follow me.” (Mt. 9:9; Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27).
only years later did | start to rgahze how wrongds.  joqus even promisetAmen, | say to you, tax
notlcgrr;]ae”¥rcr>(renalcljzo?r? tgi:ra?o(?giﬁa?eewgﬁ(spoﬁgt ggﬁscollectors...are entering the Kingdom of Heave
9 y i efore you.”(Mt 21:31)

a loving husband to my wife, a good father to m When we sin against God, we second-guess

kids, sharing my God-given gifts with those in need )
being active and fully supporting my Parish ChurchPuUrPose. It makes us think that God should be fiee

participating in BLD ministry work, and doing ati¢ ~ WhO has to work according to our narrow and self
other ordinary things | do in my daily life the way Interest and to our limited knowledge. Instead,
God planned it, is what it's all about...nothing fgnc. Must submit to God’s call. He is so magnanimous
nothing mind-blowing, or miraculous about it. God's mercy is bigger than ours. When we turn
| think Fr. Escriva said it best in the following Him and repent, He lifts us up to His Kingdom -
excerpt; how great a thing it  Continued on pag4  Vision that fills us with hope, joy and peace.

orgiveness. The people look down on him as

egin to raise his head to heaven, in shame, tdoas|f
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COUNS LS (fompage 1)

Our Gospel reading also speaks of Light, (Jn. 9:.we endure suffering and persecution for the sakg
41). It tells the story of a man born blind whogghts of the gospel’ On this day, the Church celebrat
was restored by our Lord. We are reminded that, ju€hrist's entrance into Jerusalem to accomplish
like the blind man, we are all born spirituallyrdi  paschal mystery. This paschal mystery includes
We were restored to light through our baptism asd asuffering, death, resurrection, and ascension sfis]
followers of Christ. It behooves us to maintain ouinto glory and the sending of the Holy Spirit teet
sight with faith in Him, and through the Sacramentslisciples of Jesus to continue the work Christ beg
of Confession and the Holy Eucharist. After five weeks of preparation we now enter t

How do others know that we are indeed childrempogee of the Lenten season. There really is sdn
of light, we may ask? They will know by the fruiew to reflect upon in the passion of Christ accordiag
bear — when we produce what is good and right arfdatthew. An experiential way to pursue our theme
true - and do what is pleasing to the Lord. [EpB-5 to take on the role of Jesus as we do the readinds
10]. Jesus said to the discipl€¥pu are the light of feel the pain of His suffering and persecution tigio
the world...let your light shine before others, that prayerful meditation. With grateful hearts, thettoe,
they may see your good deeds and glorify youhumiliation and degradation of Jesus give us
Father in heaven,” (Matt. 5:14-16). People seeing endurance to persevere with our own suffering
our good deeds see the light and are illuminated. by persecutionNo one has greater love than this, t

What are the things that are good and right anldy down one’s life for one’s friends. You are m
true? Goodness is described as the generosity fofends,” (Jn 15:13-14). This is an empowering ve
spirit, righteousness means giving to people and that enables us to proclaim the gospel armed
God that which is their due, and truth is moratifu God’s promise for the weeKThe Lord God is my
something to be done as well as known. These girtubelp therefore | am not disgraced; | have set mgéa
imply living for others, and they come alive in uslike flint, knowing that I shall not be put to sham”
through the fruits of the spirit, as manifestedour (Is 50:2).
lives. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, And then finally, we come to the culmination
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,the Lenten Season, which is Easter Sunday the
gentleness, self-control,(Gal 5:22-23). Lent is the of life. Our theme for this week i8Ve are children
time to hone these virtues through of fastingpf light when we bear witness to the living Christ.
abstinence, prayer and almsgiving. And as we be#&master is a celebration of Christ's victory oV
fruit, we are assured of the Lord’s promise for thesuffering and death. It is a day of joy and all slants
week, “He guides me in the right paths for his and angels of heaven rejoice with us in the per
name’s sake...”(Ps 23:3) unity of the Mystical Body of Christ, becau$€he

Our theme for the™ week is a promise of hope. Lord has risen indeed"(Lk. 24:34). During Easter
“We are children of light when we firmly believe we are likewise called to symbolically resurrecinfr
that Christ will raise us up to new life.” The Gospel sin to grace, leaving behind a life of darknessriter
narrates the raising of Lazarus from the gravea new life of light.
underscoring our belief that death is not an end bu The glorious Resurrection of our Lord Jes
merely a passage in our journey to eternal lifeewh Christ, witnessed by hundreds in the early daythef
our physical bodies die and we depart this world, o Church, is our proof that one day we will all beted
souls rise to Heaven to await the last day when oas one eternal family. Through the resurrection|
physical bodies shall be raised from their gra¥€s. Christ, we too have been raised up to a new lith V
my people, | will open your graves and have yoteris Jesus by the spirit that is within us. And because
from them,” (Ez 7:12). The story of Lazarus is have been raised, we go forth and bring the jothef
merely a preview of the victory of life that wasaea Lord to all those who touch our lives, bearing wia
possible with the resurrection of Jesus. This is'&o to the living Christ. We then can count on H
promise for the weeK] am the resurrection and the promise for the week,"When Christ your life
life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, Wile, appears, then you too will appear with him in gloty
and everyone who lives and believes in me will meve(Col 3:4)
die,” (John 11:25.) DIRECTIONS

This leads us to the theme for the followingl. Meditate on the passion, death and resurrectio
Sunday which is Palm Sunday signaling the start of Christ.
the Holy Week;We are children of light when @# 2. Do what is pleasing to God.
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Fr. Paul Speaks NAAMAN ... to be accompanying God throu
On April 17th, Palm Sunday, we will enter thethe falthful fulfillment of your _ordln_ary daily dlﬁs,_
most important week of the year. Within that week wCOmMing through struggles which fill Our Lord wif
enter into the Sacred Triduum, the three modpY: @nd which are known only to him and to each

important days of the year as well as the introduact of us. Rest assured .that you will usually finq f
to the "Paschal Mysteries”, the death and restorect 2PPOrtunities for dazzling deeds, one reason bisiag

of our Lord Jesus. The liturgy on Holy or Maundyltheg seldo;n Q;:cur._o?hthe otr|1|er hczlalnd,d_you V‘{'rg
Thursday, invites us to celebrate twashing of the ack opportunrties, in the smay and ordinary traf

ot
J

S5t

feet, a fitting preparation for the reception of thearound you, of showing your love for Christ. As

Eucharist. On the surface it may seem that t e "
washing of the feeis a reminder to be cleansed ig reatness of) spiritis revealed . Amen)
preparation for Holy Communion. That certainly is COMMUNITY CALENDAR
very important element, to be in the state of grdce Youth Ministry Retreat
before taking Communion. The problem is that this April 16 * St. Mary's

concept leads us to reduce Eucharistic preparatiowashing Of The Feet / Agony In The Garden
merely to moral reform, trying hard to be goodcdn Contact: Youth Tricord @cs@bldnewark.com

PE]%erome writes, “Even in small things, the sa‘ne

also be a reminder that service to others, evahéan Marriage Encounter 37

humble task of foot washing, is the logical outcashe| May 13-15¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, Nj

Eucharistic devotion. Contacts: Nick/Island Raag@snlraagas@yahoo.cor
But it can also be a redefinition of the concept jof ¢ Gary/Mil Camacha mla@bldnewark.com

God and God's mercy, and | believe this is theobott Singles Encounter 26
line mystery contained in the foot washing ceremonyJjune 3-5¢ Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, N|
Peter's initial refusal to allow Jesus to wash fhet Contact: M/A Mangak)nz@Sinq|es@b|dnewark_c0r

points to the common definition of God as master Solo Parent Encounter 1
(which Jesus claims to be), a master who could nO§,ne 24-26 Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
possibly humble himself. This master Jesus not onlyyyjications available after worship. Contacts: illec

humbles Himself to wash feet, but humbles Himself Yizcayno 914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-9957

death on the cross. (Cf. 2 Phillipians.) Peterizeal Family Encounter 18

this dimension very shortly when he denies the Lord July 15-17* Malvern Retreat House, PA

and experiences forgiveness. Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinid&ghx.cmt314@comcast.net
Peter and Judas are two examples of the way|we Manny/Nette Manguiat @@bldnewark.com

can approach human weakness. Peter's way - "Justtr

* Y For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.oropr call 410-676-6000

harder.” Judas' way- "I'm too weak or too evil ® b
forgiven." Both approaches are wrong. Eventual
Peter experienced forgiveness by humble recognit
of his previous self-assurance. He knew now that i

] TREACHING CALENDAR ‘
4/8 Youth Teaching

' . A4/9-10 Teachers Development By Invitation e
only mercy and Gods work that can effect District Cluster - Covenanted/ Disciplees

forgiveness. Judas also had that recognition. ktjs b .
sin was despair, the height of pride. The diffeeencﬂ'/15 I\I/rllgr?( tloolthgLCnegs(éLogI\e/lrl\E/iC?fé)%ation
between Peter and Judas was the despair that drove Teac’hing

Judas to suicide, believing that he had commitied Special Announcement
unforgivable sin. His sin was bigger, in his owregy April 30 » 9-4pme Connell Hall

than God's mercy. _ Singles Retreat: "Create Your Love Story". Conta
We in BLD often re-enact the foot-washing scenéyanny/arlene Mangalonzosingles@bldnewark.cor

The ceremony is quite simple, yet quite profoundh_kri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’$ At Reunion

encourage those of you who have not made this - >
optional experience to take advantage of the rehey Stewowrdship - It's o way of Lifel

of our devotion to this moment in the life of JesyE BN @ASABR_JN EJ E{0 Q0 E-F LG Suny
Would that we could deepen our appreciation of tEREAYDEDE TSN DN B BN(CIINT AN oL (0 i |

events of Holy Week by meditating on this  Collections Actual YTD
introductory drama of foot washing! The lesson ¢ bTithe/Love Offering 3,965 41,343
learned is not only service, but a deeper expegi@fic| Financial detais are avaiable to al membersgmeeasury@bldnewark.com||
God's merc Thank you for your continued support!

CN awrchives are availalle at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newy.




