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@Bur New Pear Wlegssings

Tenty -One Cobenanted DBigciples!

On Dec. 29, 2010 the Executive Council of
Servant Leaders (ECSL), as recommended by the
District Council of Stewards of BLD Newark and
endorsed by its District Servant Leaders, approved the
following disciples of BLD Newark for covenanting
and welcoming them to the Covenant Community:
Ellen Celis, Al & Au Cinco, Jane Enciso, Noy &
Maricar Estiller, Rene & Clarita Monje, Vic & Rory
Tiu, Mila Union, Angie Valeroso & Camille Viernes.

We would also like to congratulate the eight
covenanted disciples who sealed their covenant with
the Lord in August 2010: Romy & Lyn Castillo, Cris
Escobinas, Francis Montemayor, Willie & Melinda
Reyes, Ferdie & Aileen Umahon. Praise be to God!

In a letter sent by Jojo & Koi Jalandoni, the ECSL
states, “As newly covenanted members, we exhort
you to grow and multiply in good works, to spread the
Word of Jesus, and to nurture the love of each other in
Community.” That Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; that you, rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”
(Ephesians 3: 17-19)

FORMATION IMMERSION ROTATION
INTERCESSORY: ME #33 ¢ Ed & Armi Bayudan;
Hernan & Tina Catalon; Ed & Joann Valencia; John
& Mardi Ramos; Verson & Raquel Casuple; John &
Genny Entrada and Jay & Abi Castaneda-covenanted
SERVICE: SP * Joseph Appel, Vicente Calimoso, Fe
Chenet, Miles Dionisio, Dinah Encarnacion, Jean
Gutierrez, Lilia Manlapaz, Violeta Meneses, Julito
Pasturan, Vivian Roz, Ana Maie Vales and Lucille
Vizcano

MARK 10: SP ¢ Ramses Bautista, Magdalena
Blankas, Norma Calara, Remelee Leano, Vic Limbo
and Linda Pedutem

JOHN 6 — SP ¢ Au De Castro, Maris Fandino and Mar
Zafra

YOUTH - SP ¢ Claire Mariano and Gladys Vicari
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COUINS oIS
Call to Holiness through Baptism

THEME: The light of Christ shines upon those who
are called to the cause of justice.

WORD: Is 42:1-4,6-7; Ps 29:1-4, 3,9-10; Act
10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17

ORDERS: =  “Show no partiality.” (Acts 10:34)
= “Give to the LORD the glory due his

name.” (Ps 129:1)
REFLECTION:

This Sunday is the Feast of the Baptism of our
Lord. It marks the end of the Christmas season and
the beginning of the season of Ordinary Time in the
Church calendar. Jesus' public life begins with his
baptism at the Jordan River, a solemn occasion in the
history of salvation when Jesus joined the queue of
sinners who flocked to the river to be baptized by
John. In the Gospel, John was apprehensive to baptize
Jesus because he knew that Jesus is the Messiah. At
Jesus’ insistence that it was the Father’s will for Him
to be baptized, John obliged in obedience to the
Father and the Messiah King. Thus Jesus showed the
world by His example that obedience to the Father’s
will is of key importance.

Similarly, for most Catholics, initiation to
Christianity starts in infancy as parents have their
children baptized. The Sacrament of Baptism marks
the faithful’s admission to the Church of Christ. It is
a sacrament through which a person is joined to
Christ in the paschal mystery of His death and
resurrection’ (PCP II). It is a reminder of the vocation
to which we are called. Our baptism in water cleansed
our souls from the state of sin Continued on page 3

Promise of the Week

“I have called you for the victory of justice, I have
grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set you
as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations,
to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners
Jfrom confinement, and from the dungeon, those who
live in darkness.” (Is 42:6-7)




Speaks

A new year! It seems that
as we get older, the years
seem to look the same.
Unfortunately for some,
the years and life in
general can get pretty
boring. The adventure of
youth is no longer there.
One doesn’t have to be a senior citizen to fall into this
blah mind set. Even young people get bored, maybe
more than us oldsters. For instance, one may hear the
not so young say they are bored with the liturgy. This
challenges the priest to make the liturgy “more
interesting”. Those who look upon worship as
entertainment are challenged week after week to think
of new ways to attract people and keep them coming.
There are absolutely outlandish things priests can do
to get people’s attention, like wearing a fireman’s hat
during sermons or changing the words of the liturgy
to make them more “relevant”. One of the problems
here is that we are competing with multi-faceted
stimulation, from the TV and the internet. We also
forget that liturgy, particularly the Mass is not
entertainment, but worship. People went to Mass to
worship, and not necessarily to be entertained.

Newness can also mean discovery. Just as there are
layers of precious metals hidden in the earth, so there
are layers of rediscovery not only in religious matters,
but even in rereading old letters and books. It has
been pointed out that there are no new doctrinal
revelations since the death of the last apostle. But
look at the newly discovered riches that our religion
has discovered and put forth over the centuries. If we
look at the very person of Jesus, we see a historical
figure. But being personally in contact with Him, is a
presently exciting adventure. How can we get bored
with Jesus? Our prayer life may settle down and
become more quiet and less emotionally exciting, but
never boring! One of the reasons why we enjoy
working with young people is that we can experience
new excitement and new discoveries that often help
us appreciate anew the joy of living. Hence, I am
often quoted as saying: “Don’t get old.” It is
unfortunate when we meet a cynic, and more so, if the
cynic is a young person who has already become
bored with life.

The whole spiritual life is a constantly born again
experience. Each approach to the Lord is renewal, and
a call to being young again in the Lord, free from the
heaviness and the weight of sin. We can be like 7

Fr. Paul FTE€E Mus7T INCREASE

For this new year, | had resolved to make prayer a
priority in my life. I do pray, but I felt that I had
compartmentalized my relationship with the Lord
with time set aside for “prayer” and the rest of my
activities — especially work related ones -- centered on
the world. As I continue this journey, I have come to
realize that the world presents a number of things that
I had accepted but have now come to question; things
as simple as how to deal with my boss, how I talk to
my children and husband. If I were to measure my
daily activity through God’s eyes, would He say that I
had spent my time well? That I had made the right
choices? It is very well to say “I must decrease”, but
do I do this in my life?

It is through prayer that I can get to know Him
better. I know that I must obey His commandment
that “we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus
Christ, and love one another just as he commanded
us.” (1 John 3:23), but it is in the understanding of
what that entails that I am certainly lacking. All 1
know is that it certainly is difficult. This is where “He
must increase” in me, so that the times that I take the
easy “I” road will be less, and there be more of God’s
will in my choices. This is not a call to be fatalistic
but to actively choose to do the actual “right” thing
(even in seemingly insignificant matters), that is often
so difficult to choose because it gets in the way of
how I thought I should be. It would interfere with my
self image which I had taken years to cultivate. But if
I would have more of God in my life, I need to give
up having “me” at the center of my world. Sitting
here, that is so easy to say, but I know that when I am
in the moment that the choice may not be as easy to
determine. And I can only pray that God will give me
the grace and the faith to trust in Him. Remember
“commit your way to the Lord, trust that God will
act.” (PS 37:5)

Father God, You sent Your only Son, our Lord,
Jesus Christ, that we may know how much You loved
us. Help us as we go through
our daily lives to live in
Your love and shower us
with Your grace that we
may be close to You and do
what is pleasing to You.

Fr. Paul Specalks (ontinued)

new born babes ready to be carried into a future full
of hope and newness in the loving arms of Our Lord
who lived, died and rose to bring us to eternal life in
His kingdom where nobody will ever get old. Happy
New Year!




Hdgape — The Father’s lsove
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not
perish but might have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16)

This passage from St. John’s Gospel, reminds us
of what Christmas season is all about. It all started
because God loved us first (1 Jn 4:19). We are all
beneficiaries of God’s love, agape love: the love of a
Father who is merciful, whose love never ceases. It is
the love of a Father who, upon seeing His prodigal
son from afar, rejoices, and rushes to meet him. (Lk
15:20) It is without limit, immeasurable. Agape love
is the love that we, Christians, are called to emulate. It
is what Pope Benedict XVI in his encyclical, Deus
Caritas Est, calls the heart of our Christian faith.

The word “love” is broadly used in modern day
English. We must differentiate agape in the context in
which it is used in the Scriptures from its other
meanings. In the New Testament, which is written in
Greek, only the word agape is used, setting it apart
from other Greek words that mean love: eros,
romantic love between man and woman and philia,
love for friends, brotherly love. Agape love entails an
active, moment-by-moment decision to seek another’s
well-being. It empowers and creates an environment
where eros and philia can thrive. It is not bound by
one’s environment or perception of situations. It is
our response to the gift of love with which God draws
us near. (Deus Caritas Est)

To gain better insight on the beauty and meaning
of agape, let us take some time to reflect on the
following scriptural verses:

»  God is love, and whoever remains in love remains
in God and God in Him. (1 Jn 4: 16)

=  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also must love one
another. (1 In4: 11)

*  But rather, love your enemies and do good to
them, and lend expecting nothing back, then your
reward will be great and you will be children of
the Most High, for He Himself is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. (Lk 6:35)

= [fyou love me, you will keep my commandments.
(Jn 14:15)

= Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our dwelling with him. (Jn 14:23)

= The way we came to know love was that He laid
down His life for us; so we ought to lay down our
lives for our brothers.(1 Jn 3:16)

= Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
also should love one another. This is how all will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another. (Jn 13:34-35)

* No one has ever seen God. Yet, if we love one
another, God remains in us, and His love is
brought to perfection in us. (1 Jn 4:12)

As we begin 2011, let us live these words, and
love (agape) as Jesus did. A Blessed New Year to all.

C O UINS K L (from page 1)

and ushered us to a new life in God. Jesus opened a
way for us to be holy like Him. By following His
example of self-abasement and obedience to the
Father’s will, we became God’s ‘beloved children.’

At the onset of His public life, Jesus
identified Himself with sinners siding with them in a
way, without condemning or ostracizing them. He
walked with them, led them to the path of
righteousness and delivered them from the yoke and
slavery of sin. His baptism was an event where God
chose to reconcile heaven and earth, God and man.
God broke His long silence to be close to His chosen
people once again, through Jesus. Jesus is the bearer
of justice upon the nations, sent by God to spread His
message of love throughout the world. He is the
Servant of God who was sent not to impose a harsh
law but to embrace gentleness and compassion. He
was the restorer of the breach, the light of the nations,
opening the eyes of the blind and setting the captives
free, and accomplishing in full the mission He was
tasked to do.

The image of the dove descending from the
heavens upon Jesus confirms this mission of Christ to
bring about peace on earth, through the power of the
Holy Spirit. At the time of the flood, we recall that a
dove came back to Noah’s ark with an olive branch,
signifying that the water had dried up and his family
was free to come out of the boat. It was peace time.
Similarly, by sending His Spirit upon Jesus, God the
Father was saying that He was ready to speak to His
people once more.

Not unlike Jesus, the Holy Spirit hovered upon us
as we went through our own baptism in the Spirit.
Our own experience tells us that without the baptism
of the Holy Spirit we lacked the understanding of our
faith. We did not have the power to say no to sin. Part
of us recognizes the existence of God, yet, the lures of
the world seduce the other part which more often than
not, easily gives in. We lived in sin; we were selfish
and self-centered, seeking power and fame. But
through our LSS baptism, we were renewed, no
longer slaves to sin; the old order has passed away as
we were cleansed by the water and blood of Christ.

The baptism of Jesus is also called “Theophany”,
the manifestation of God Himself. As soon as Jesus
came out of the water, “the sky opened up and the
Spirit of God descended like a dove and hovered
around Jesus, and a voice was heard saying: This is
My Beloved Son. My favor rests on Him” (Mt 3:16-
17). God shows us His Trinitarian nature. It was the
Father’s voice whom John heard, introducing Jesus as
His Son, and the dove as the Continued on page 4




COUINS I L (from page 3)

Holy Spirit. ‘Christian life is indeed Trinitarian. We
are called to fulfill our vocation to holiness and
mission to establish God’s reign in this world, in
communion with Jesus Christ. United to the Son in the
Spirit’s bond of love, Christians are united to the
Father’ (CL 18). A reflection in Anawim puts it more
succinctly:  ‘God does not merely save us;, He
descends into creation and plunges Himself into the
muddy waters of the Jordan....The world is like the
muddy waters of the Jordan, and our presence as Help us fo attain them, O God,
Christians baptized in Christ can bring holiness into through Jesus Christ our Lord.

the world. w

ll)IR]l_;:,C?ONsl. d obedient Youth LSS #16
. Be humble and obedient. Mar. 4-6 * St. Mary’s Auditorium

g- ipft’ak QHKIOf%}eSEIQ%S' deive lif Contact: Youth Tricord @ ycs@bldnewark.com
. Act uprightly. Up-build and give life. LSS #36

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS Apr. 13 » St. Mary’s Auditorium

Family Prayer

God made us a family. We need
one another. We love one
another. We forgive one another.
We work together. We play
together. We worship together.
Together we use God's word.
Together we grow in Christ.
Together we love all people.
Together we serve our God.
Together we hope for heaven.
These are our hopes and ideals.

ISAIAH S8 / SERVICE MINISTRY Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano @ Isa@bldnewark.com
Blood Pgessure and Blood Sugar Check TEACHING CALENDAR
Every 2™ Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area 1/07 CDFP Overview/Intro to the Word * ME36

MARK 10
For the safety of our children, all parents of Mark 10 children
are requested to sign in and sign out for their children. Please

Teaching ® Youth
1/14 Teaching * Mark 10, John 6 & Service

note: drop off must be no earlier than 8pm and pick-up must N .Immersion i
be no later than 10:45 pm After 10:45 pm, parents will be 1/15 Christian Maturity Program II ¢ LSS 33
responsible for their children’s safety. Encounter With Jesus ® LSS34 & LSS35
We thank you in advance for your full Prayer Leadership/ Understanding Corporate
cooperation in this very important matter. Worship ¢ LSS 31 & LSS 32
SECRETARIAT 1/21 Teaching ® Golden Years & Intercessory
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take Formation
place every 4™ Friday at the Auditorium 1/29*  Growth in Prayer * LSS34
WORD Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm (@ St. Mary’s
Share your walk, faith, transformation in the Lord ship - It's av way of life!
with the Community through an article (450 words) T . ORDS PROVISTOIN
Email to word@bldnewark.com WEEK ENDING DEC. 17, 2010
May the blessing and favor of the Collections Expenses Surplus
Lord be upon those who are Actual 8,328.00 4,951.41 3,376.59
celebrating their birthdays and Financial details are available to all members through treasury(@bldnewark.com
wedding anniversaries this week! Thank you for your continued support!
Marci For Lifc
A Day of Prayer, 2000 Hail Marys Jan. 24, 2011 (Monday) ® Washington, DC
Jan. 8, 8:30am -6:30pm ¢ St. Mark’s There will only bel bus. Departure times and
For a successful Medical Mission to the Philippines, locations: Nutley, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church
please spend an hour, half a day or the whole day (120 Prospect St.) @ 7:30am * Divine Mercy in
praying with us. Holy Mass at 6:45pm. Rahway at 8am. Contacts: Frank /Malou Venadas -
2011 Medical Miission bobbitski@hotmail.com Cez/Pinky Calingo -
Jan. 31-Feb. 3 ¢ Sta. Barbara, Iloilo, Philippines cezar02459@yahoo.com
For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A. Catholic Men’s Conference
www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000 Mar. 5, 2011 (Saturday) ® Seton Hall University

A soft copy of this CN can be found at www.bldnewark.net, click onw Covenant News.
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Volume 17 Issue 2 Bulletin Edition January 14, 2011
| NENE | COUNSELS |
POPE: "IMITATING BABY JESUS A Witness To The Light

ISN'T ENOUGH"
WORD: s 49:3,5-6; Ps 40:2,4,7-10; 1Cor 1:1-3;
Jn. 1:29-34
THEME: The light of Christ shines upon those who
testify to the truth that He is the Son of God.
ORDER: "Open your ears to obedience(Ps. 40:7)
The Christ Child incarnates a host of virtues, but Christ
is a call to more than imitating the goodness of Baby JeZ%i?FLECTION:
says Benedict XVI. Instead, it is an invitation to a total Our theme for the week is Christian Witnessing. This is
transformation wrought by participation in divine nature. ~ Very important in our community life, so much so, that it is a|

The Bishop of Rome declared that Christmas mustR&ét of our Christian Discipleship Formation Program and we
rescued from an “overly moralistic and sentimental mask.”"ave & dedicated ministry that develops and trains membef

“The celebration of Christmas does not propose to us Oa witnesses and sharers’. Our directions for the week i
?

Proposes Christmas as a Call
to a Total Transformation

VATICAN CITY, JAN. 7, 2011 Zenit.org.-

(@2

examples to imitate, such as the humility and poverty of gﬁ r_u:to_uraglngl_?llnofcuhsf ttp W|tr_1te SS a_nd t_e stify to the IO.VE
Lord, and his benevolence and love for men,” he said. “But nst in your fire”. Lhnstian winéssing IS necessary in

v)

rather an invitation to allow oneself to be totally transformed B pomplishing the mission of all Christians - especially for all
him who entered into our flesh.”

The Pope cited St. Leo the Great to clarify his point:
Son of God ... joined himself to us and joined us to himsel
such a way that the abasement of God to the human cond‘ﬁg
became a raising of man to the heights of God.”

“And he adds: ‘Recognize, O Christian, your dignity
and, made patrticipant of the divine nature, be careful no
fall again, with unworthy conduct, from such greatness ir]i?o o :
primitive baseness.” among the many characteristics of John the Baptist, our mod

The Pope concluded with an invitation to live Christmastiggns'[Ialn witness that we ”?“St emulate: S .
“with intensity.” « Attuned to the workings of the Holy Spirit - listening

to the voice of the Father, confirming that Jesus is
“After having adored the Son of God made man and placed  Hjs Son.

inthe manger,” he said, “we are called to pass to the altar of the.  Not after fame nor power - he directs people to Jesu

“Tﬂée Good News of Jesus to the ends of the earth. We cann
Pmead the Good News if we will not let others hear about o
jmony, the many miracles in our lives.

he Gospel reading introduces us to one of the be
xamples of a Christian witness, John the Baptist. Althoug
t[l? is written about John, his life and examples gave us insigh

177

Sacrifice, where Christ, the living Bread come down from and not to himself

heaven, offers himself to us as true nourishment for eternal life. continued on @ge 4
And what we have seen with our eyes, at the table of the .

Word and of the Bread of Life, what we contemplated, what Promise of the Week 1

our hands have touched, that is the Word made flesh, |
proclaim him with joy to the world and witness to hi

t“I‘%vill make you a light to the nations that my J
generously with all our life.” y

alvation may reach to the ends of the eart(i$ 49:6

aspiring or covenanted disciples of BLD, in order to spread}
t

the special grace that God bestowed upon him. These r




"The Fisherman's Club" "A Call in The WwWild"

“Jesus said to them, ‘Come after me, and | will make“l did not come to call the righteous but the sinniers
you fishers of men.” Then, they left their nets and followed (Mk 2:17)
Him.” Mark 1:17-18 “Those who are healthy do not need a physician, bu
These verses narrate the call of the first disciples, the bitth sick do(Lk 5:31). Why was this the response of Jesug
of what we may call in these days, The Fisherman's Cluthen asked why He ate and drank with tax collectors an
Jesus Christ chose ordinary people, not the “cream of the crsiphers? The Pharisees were disgusted and grumbled wi
to be His disciples, to be members of The Fisherman’s Clabsus ate with Levi and his tax collector cohorts. Tax collector
whose common goal was to follow Jesus’ powerful call to ob&gre viewed as corrupt Roman underlings; extortionists
Him, to become fishers of men. The mysterious call of Jesugiching themselves by exacting more taxes from the citizen
prompted them to leave their nets, their families and whatettein was required and pocketing the difference. Jesus sees
they were doing to declare the Good News that the Kingdeghteous able to take care of themselves; the sinners ne
of God was at hand, telling the people to repent for their simgpentance and forgiveness to share in the eternal life promis
Inthese days, perhaps we may ask: “How can we becdyesod. Life in the wilderness of ‘in-sickened culturés-
members of the Fisherman’s Club of Jesus in BLD?” for those with a journey to make, and on it the redeemed
One qualification is we must be ready, willing and able il walk.” (Is 35:9)
leave behind our baggage that impede us from following Jesus The common thread that binds human beings is the spiritua
- our worldly cares, ambitions, and plans. This means thatgedetic of original sin- the consequence of the disobedience ¢
must be totally focused on knowing, loving and serving Gediam and Eve. Since then, it was a downhill history of man
with all of our heart, mind and soul. To know Him better, wehe Old Testament is replete with stories of God’s chosen
must read the Bible daily and reflect on God’s word to receifeggetting to heed His commandments. In time of peace and
His messages for us. Communication lines with God shoulddhenty, the Israelites engaged in debauchery, adultery, gluttony
kept open through personal, conjugal and family prayers. idolatry, bacchanalian orgies. An angry God meted punishments

—F
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Another qualification is we must be reconciled with thier sure. At the same time, God, in his wisdom and love, relent
Father and with each other by asking forgiveness for the gingl promised Noah (the only human and his family to survive

that we commit daily, stemming from our pride, arrogana®e deluge) to never again destroy His creatures by flooding|

greed, self-righteousness, malice, slander, gossips and othe(Gin®:11). God “painted” the RAINBOW in the sky as His
that defile us. Going to confession at least once a month gigeh of this new covenant, a new beginnirfdzor a brief
by receiving the Holy Eucharist as often as possible, if not dailyoment | abandoned you, but with great tenderness | will
will definitely help us to stay on course. take you back.(Is 54:7)
Finally, we must live the Gospel in word and in deed. As God's mercy is the best manifestation of His power and
followers of Jesus, we must walk the talk and there is no othigr always responds to our weakness and sinfulness with
way, but to live the Paschal Mystery — the Passion, Death andualified forgiveness. I'have swormot to be angry with
Resurrection of our Lord, our Saviour, our Redeemer, Jegug, or to rebuke you ... my love shall never leave you nd

=

Christ. A true member of the Fisherman’s Club is one whey covenant of peace be shaken says the Lord Who hag

suffers along with Jesus, living out the commandments He hasrcy on youl. (Is 54:9-10)
given, the most important of which is to love one another, even God'’s love, understanding and wisdom is the light that guides
to the point of accepting death. us to the right path to His kingdom. He helps us at all times and
If we are able to love those who persecute us, leavingll places. As we continue our incredible journey, God walks
justice to God, then we have learned to get out of our comtaiong us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, the Word magd
zones and are ready to cast our nets into deeper watersRsh. Fulfillment of His promise is inaugurated through the
help fish for more men to work in His vineyard. We are natisen Christ. The Church is the “new Israel” of both Jews andl
ready to do our duty as members of BLD’s Fisherman’s Cldbentiles who entered into Christ’s death and resurrection
Here is one challenging question for all of tstow  through baptism.
many have we caught from the time we joined BLD? How Jesus searches out those in the margins of society in th
well have we witnessed to others as members of dwntinuing effort to bring the Good News of God’s kingdom to
Fisherman’s Club?” the most far removed of God’s children who are still in the
wilderness. In His parable of the one hundred sheep, Jes
seeks one who was lost. The lost needs guidance to con
back to God's pasture. And when fouhdhere will be more
joy in heaven over one sinner who repéntd k. 15:17)

—
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Knowing Oneself - the first step ( Ministry Announcements )

into intimacy with God ISAIAH 58 / SERVICE MINISTRY
Most, if not all of us started our intimate personal Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check

relationship with God through BLD in our encounter that wa5 VerYy 2dFriday after Worship @ Fellowship area
strengthened and brought to life with our LSS. s this the end MARK 10

of the beginning of God’s gift of intimacy? The Catechism . .
the Catholic Church 1702 tells us that we have God's Divi%féz)r the safety of our childreail parentsof Mark 10 children

Image. “The Divine Image is present in every man. It shir@€ requested tgn in and sign outior their children.

forth in the communion of persons, in the likeness of the urfiye@S€ NOtelrop off must be no earlier than 8pm and
of the divine persons among themselves”. pICk-Up must be no |a'[el’ than 1045 pm\ftel’ 1045 pm,

If so, God's gift for us is more than our encounters af@rents will be responsible for their children’s safety.
seminars. To be God's Divine Image, His grace and our five thank you in advance for your full cooperation in

decision to be one with Him is all we need. this very important matter.
Allow me to share my experience in preparing a coupic
for their wedding to illustrate my point. | explained to the couple SECRETARIAT

the difference between having their wedding within the Mass Replacement IDs and database updates, will take
compared to being outside the Mass. | pointed out that the  placeevery 4th Friday at the Auditorium
celebration of the Eucharist is the highest form of prayer. "G

such, the grace that God desires to give us is full and total lBLID) Vision & MissioN

the Eucharist. With that, the bride passionately and emotional{yi sion

in tears said, “Do you mean God will not bless ourweddingj'[)mmumty -We are a communion of families and a

done outside the Mass™? community of persons, called together as one people through

To clarify my point, | explained that the amount of gragémoment of encounter and a process of renewal, to a
received will not be the same if their wedding is done outsi@gationship of faith, hope and love with God.

compared to within the Mass. Her difficulty of understandir@@hristian - We are reconciled with the Father by our saving

my point lies on her faith that God loves her fully; therefofaith in Jesus Christ, by our renewing trust in the Holy Spirit,

God’s grace will not depend on the form of their wedding. @nd by our uniting compassion with one another.
Recognizing her difficulty, | tried helping her understarfgharismatic - We are blessed with personal gifts, spiritual

that God's unconditional love is given to all. Whatwe doin Iiﬁg gg;;]i':al' Innate or acquired, which we yield to the Word

WIH not change God's lO\./e for l.JS' _Howeyer, our dec'_smré ring and Giving - We give freely and fully of ourselves and love
influenced by our free will - which is God's greatest sign Ghd serve one another as we seek and proclaim God's kingdom.

that love - will define the amount of grace we receive. As tgyenant Discipleship- Through our covenant relationship
bride understood my point, | invited her to explore the reasgith the Lord Jesus, we commit as disciples to be a
for her passionate and emotional response to my eardiglintersign to all that is at war with the teachings of our Lord,
explanation. She realized that because her pateraal to emerge victorious in living and sharing the values of
grandmother never considered the marriage of her son todwgChristian faith.
mother, she and her brother where never considered tdvb&sSion
part of the family even on the death bed of her brother. Mze Lord calls us to: o
explanation made her experience the pain she continuotisiperate the family from the forces that work against life,
experience from not having the love she desires from her 0V€: and unity. _ .

. . » Minister to the temporal, emotional, and spiritual needs of
grandmother. As a community who believes we are God's

divine | land inti lationshio with Hi the elderly, the infirm, the immigrants, and the
Ivine Image, our personal and intimate relationship wit Him unemployed.

should be the Divine Image. « Raise an army of disciplined prayer warriors through

Do we fully know who we are to the degree of knowing, worship, instruction and pastoral care.
understanding and accepting what influenced our life? Whabrm and equip small communities of faith that will proclaim
have we done to overcome our brokenness to receive God'sthe kingdom of God in their respective areas.
full and total grace — understanding the difference in gradeerve the needs of the Roman Catholic diocese and parishes
received in a wedding within or outside the mass? To what through our community programs.

degree have we lived and reflected God’s Divine image in §$¥/PPort the community’s breaking the yoke of poverty
programs.
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Counsels from page [ Community Calendar j

»  Knows his mission from the very beginning - to prepare Youth LSS #16
the way as precursor of Christ i L
« Wants everyone to be baptized not only by water but Mar. 4-6 at _St' Mary’s Auditorium
also by the Spirit. Contact: Youth Tricord @cs@bldnewark.com

» Speaks of the truth - even if it is not politically correct, LSS #36

even unto death Apr. 1-3 at St. Mary’s Auditorium

o Glorifies Jesus for who He is - Behold the Lamb of . .
God, who takes away the sin of the world. Contact: Joven/Lisa Sorianol@@bldnewark.com

The message for all of us for this week is to be like Joh hi ) d
many ways — to be a relevant Christian witness in t Teac Ing Calendar
marketplace, in the bus, in the office, and wherever the Lgr 4 Teaching- Mark 10, John 6 &

leads us. We should continue to be the voice in our mod(L. Servi | :
wilderness (the society that seem to be focused more_on ervice Immersion

mammon rather than God). After finishing our formation, aft?hyls* Christian Maturity Program for LSS 33
our different encounters, and LSS, we should not ignore the Encounter With Jesias LSS 34+ LSS 35

calling of the Lord to spread the Good news in all places at all . .
times. The same Jesus that John was waiting for is here today, Prayer Leadership/ Understanding
he is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb13:8). Corporate Worshfpr LSS 31& LSS 32
The same Christ that Is 49:6b prophesied about in our prom :
for the week? | will make you a light to the nations that mr;[ﬁl Teachingor Golden Years&
salvation may reach to the ends of the €adtpresent here Intercessory Formation
today. He is our Emmanuel, God with us. He has come to H)EQ*
world and has given us the Light.
God has given John the Baptist a special grace to be the Note: On Fri: after worship
preparer of the way, to witness and to testify about Jesus. That *Sat: 1-6pm @ St Mary’s'
special grace is also with us today in the Blessed Sacrament, in ' '

the Liturgy of the Word and the Holy Eucharist in our Daily Stewardship: It's away of life!
Masses. That grace is also present in our community through

Christian witnessing. This grace is with us when we gat
together and worship the Lamb of God, who takes away l\ Save The Date j
sins of the world. It is present when we are overflowing with March for Life

' d thanksgivi h tell oth bout the miracles i .
Jc?alrfil\r/]es; anksgiving when we tell others about the mirac es\]gln. 24, 201{Monday) Washington, DC

- Ourencounter with Jesus through the ME,SE FE,sPE'ere will only be 1 bus. Departure times and locations:

. Our New Life and transformation - through the LsSNutley, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church (120

«  Our growth in the Word and knowledge through ourProspect St.) @ 7:30am and Divine Mercy in Rahway
CDFP at 8am. Contacts: Cez/Pinky Calingo-

+  Our formation through service and ministry work andezar02459@yahoo.com

many more. : '
We owe a lot to the Lord. The Scripture says that ‘the o Catholic Men's Conference

who owes more, loves more (paraphrase Lk7:47), Christlgl%r' 5, 2011(Saturdaypt Seton Hall University
Witnessing is an overflowing expression of love and gratitudg

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. SpeCIaI Announcement )

DIRECTIONS: 2011 Medical Mission
Witness and testify to the love of Christ in your life. Jan. 31-Feb.3at Sta. Barbara, lloilo, Philippines

Growth in Prayefor LSS 34

May the blessing and favor of the Lord be upon
those who are celebrating their birthdays and
wedding anniversaries this week!

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000
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lbifz and Peath Straggle

ROME, JAN. 16, 2010 (Zenit.org).- With the new
members of the U.S. House of Congress now in place,
abortion looks like continuing to be very much a high
profile issue.

There are no comprehensive official statistics on
the number of abortions in the United States. A good
idea of the situation was given however, in a report
published Jan. 11 by the pro-abortion Guttmacher
Institute.

According to the study, based on a census of all
known abortion providers, the drop in abortion rates
that had been a constant since 1981 has ceased. In a
press release the institute said that the rate for 2008
stood at 19.6 abortions per 1,000 women aged 15-44.
This was a small increase on the 2005 rate of 19.4.

The total number of abortions in 2008 (1.21
million) was slightly up, by around 6,000. The number
of abortion providers also changed little -- from 1,787
to 1,793 -- between 2005 and 2008.

Just prior to the publication of the latest abortion
figures, Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of New York
issued an appeal for efforts to reduce abortions in the
city.

"That 41% of New York babies are aborted -- a
percentage even higher in the Bronx, and among our
African-American babies in the womb -- is downright
chilling," he declared at a Jan. 6 press conference.

His remarks took place at a press conference hosted
by the Chiaroscuro Foundation at the Penn Club in
New York City.

All of this news comes in the lead-up to the big
annual pro-life event, the Washington, D.C., March for
Life on Jan. 24. The Catholic Church will be marking
the event with a National Prayer Vigil for Life from
Jan. 23-24 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception

Make the Covenont News
Port of your Covenant Life

MaKking Haste to Jesus
WORD: Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27:1,4,13-14; 1Corl:10-
13,17; Mt 4:12-23
“Come after me and I will make you
fishers of men.” (Mt 4:19)

The light of Christ shines upon those who
go to mission and become “fishers of
men”

REFLECTION:

This week’s Theme is a call for each one of us,
as Christians, to reflect the Light of Christ to others,
and in the process, make others reflect Christ’s light
so that one little candle in a dark corner, multiplied a
thousand times with the light of Christ, will bring
light into the dark areas of this world — “The Lord is
my light and my salvation.” (Ps 27:1)

The First Reading speaks of Isaiah’s prophecy
about the hopelessness of the land of Zebulun and
Naphtali and its inhabitants who lived a seemingly
hopeless life, full of fear and uncertainty. Zebulun
and Naphtali was a subjugated land. The Assyrians
conquered its people who suffered everyday through
oppression and contempt from their conquerors.
Isaiah prophesied that one day this thick curtain of
darkness will vanish with the coming of the light. In
the Gospel, Christ fulfilled this prophecy when He
permanently took away their hopelessness and
distress by residing near the sea of Galilee where He
began His ministry of bringing Light to every dark
corner of the world. It is there where His first
disciples were commissioned to bring the Good
News of Salvation to the far reaches of the earth
when He called them to “Come after me, and I will
make you fishers of men.” (Mt 4:19).

Christ chose this forsaken land because Zebulun
and Naphtali, located in a major crossroad or
highway, led to the four corners of the world, which
means that the call to His disciples to spread His
Light was not self-serving, but went beyond the far
reaches of their region. Continued on page 3

Promise of the Week

""You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing,
as they rejoice before you as at the harvest.” (Is 9:2)

ORDER:

THEME:




SABBATH — Holy Time?
"The sabbath was made for man, not man for the
sabbath. That is why the Son of Man is lord even of
the sabbath." (Mk 2:27-28)

Sabbatarians generally make the assumption that
Jesus was commanding all people in all ages to observe
the weekly Sabbath as "holy time.” But the truth of the
matter is that Jesus’ statement does not tell us whether
Christians should or should not keep the Sabbath. The
original question referred to what those who are
required to keep the Sabbath (the Jews under the old
covenant) should do in a particular circumstance.

The Pharisees, the religious leaders, had
questioned Jesus’ authority on the matter of His
picking grain on the Sabbath. There were many acts
that the teachers of the law had decided should be
forbidden on the Sabbath. When Jesus and His
disciples picked the heads of grain, they were
immediately challenged by the Pharisees who
demanded an explanation of their defiance of the Law
of Moses. As the old covenant people of God, they
were obligated to observe it.

The Pharisees had set themselves above Him on
the issue of Sabbath interpretation. Jesus countered
their challenge with a question and an example of his
own. “He said to them, ‘Have you never read what
David did when he was in need and he and his
companions were hungry? How he went into the
house of God when Abiathar was high priest and ate
the bread of offering that only the priests could
lawfully eat, and shared it with his companions?’”
(Mk 2:25-26) By this example, Jesus pointed out that
although the action of David was contrary to the Law
of Moses, he was not condemned because such
violations under certain conditions of need might be
warranted. The issues in this passage then, are how to
interpret the Mosaic Law, who has the ultimate
authority to do so, and how the law should be observed
by the Jews, the people to whom it applied. Many of
the Jewish teachers of the law had made the Sabbath a
burden for the people. Jesus was pointing out that
human needs sometimes supersede legal requirements.
Jesus was saying that the Sabbath, as defined by the
Law of Moses under the old covenant, was meant to
serve human needs, not the other way around, thus the
use of the expression that the "Sabbath was made for
man."

Jesus was the Word of God made flesh. Therefore
Jesus, who was God incarnate, had more authority than
the human Pharisees to decide how the Sabbath should
be observed. He was, after all, the Lord of the law that
had commanded Sabbath observance for old covenant
Israel. He was telling them as old covenant people how
they should apply the law of the Sabbath, that is, with
mercy and thought to human need. And He was telling
them, that as the Son of Man, He had full authority
even over the Sabbath.

The Blood of Christ

What is blood? Scientifically, blood is a liquid
which carries oxygen and other nutrients necessary
for our tissue to live and grow. In other words, blood
carries life. The Bible attests to the truth that the life
of a living being is in its blood (cf. Lv 17:11). At the
murder of Abel, God told Cain, “Your brother’s
blood cries out to me from the soil!” (Gn 4:10b).

But how sacred is blood? After our parents
Adam and Eve disobeyed, God had His plan for our
recovery. He promised to put enmity between the
woman (Eve) and the serpent. He tried through many
covenants to redeem His people. A covenant is more
than a contract. It is an agreement between two
parties (God and His people). It is sworn under oath
and signed by bloody sacrifice.

At the first covenant, made with Noah after the
flood, Noah offered clean animals in sacrifice. When
the Lord smelled the sweet odor, He promised never
again to doom the earth because of man (cf. Gn 8:20-
21).

At the second covenant, God passed as a
smoking brazier and a flaming torch between animals
cut in half by Abram (cf. Gn 15:17). Later, after
saving Isaac, God provided the ram that Abraham
sacrificed as an offering to Him (cf. Gn 22:13).

At the third covenant, Moses, while in the desert,
called the tribes in front of the tabernacle, read the
Word of God, sprinkled the people present with the
blood of the sacrificed animal, and said “this is the
blood of the covenant” (Ex 24:8).

David offered burnt offerings when he entered
Jerusalem with the Ark of the Covenant (cf. 2 Sm
6:17) and Solomon did the same at the consecration
of the temple (cf. 1 Kgs 8:5).

How sacred is His Blood? On Holy Thursday at
the Last Supper when Jesus took bread and gave it to
His disciples, He was giving us food for the journey
of life. When He took the cup, He gave us His life.
He purified us saying “this is my blood of the
covenant” (Mk 14:24). This prefigured the blood He
was going to shed in the garden of Gethsemane (“His
sweat became like drops of blood” (Lk 22:44)) and
on Calvary (“Immediately blood and water flowed
from his side” (Jn 19:34)).

This is the Precious Blood of Jesus, the Blood
and Water of Divine Mercy, the Blood which washed
away our sins and gave us eternal life (cf. Jn 6:53).
This sacrifice is the last covenant and that blood is
pleasing to God the Father. We are redeemed “not
with the blood of goats and calves but with his own
blood” (Heb 9:12).

What a great gift this is!




Ministry Matters
MARRIAGE LIFE APOSTOLATE

“And when the headwaiter tasted the water that had
become wine, without knowing where it came from,
...the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to
him, ‘Everyone serves good wine first, and then

when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but
you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did

this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee

and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to

believe in him” (John 2:9-11)

Jesus and His disciples were invited to the
wedding at Cana where He performed His first
miracle. He chose a wedding feast as a fitting setting
for the initial manifestation of His act of love as God
made man. He blessed the bride and the groom and
the entire wedding party with the best wine. In doing
so, Jesus affirmed that as we invite Him into our
marriage, our family and all our relationships, we too
will be blessed abundantly beyond measure.

The Marriage Encounter Weekend is a
momentous experience offering married couples
opportunities to learn techniques of loving

communication they can use for the rest of their lives.
It is a chance to look deeper into their relationship

with each other and with God. It is a time to break
down barriers that have been built unnecessarily in
their union. It is a time to rekindle their feelings,
hopes and aspirations with each other.

The Marriage Encounter emphasizes the value of
communication between husbands and wives. The
weekend provides a conducive environment for
couples to spend time together, away from the hubbub
and tensions of everyday life, while encouraging them
to focus on each other and their relationship.

It is neither a marriage clinic, a group sensitivity
session, or a substitute for counseling. It is a unique
approach aimed at revitalizing and enriching marriage
and a way to restore the sanctity of a marriage with
Christ in their midst.

The Marriage Encounter is a time for couples to
rediscover each other and together focus on their
relationship for an entire weekend. Every marriage
deserves this kind of attention! Simply put, it is the
best marriage enrichment program offered to
sacramentally married couples.

In today's society where more than 50% of
marriages end up in divorce, the Marriage Encounter
is our Community's viable answer to restore the bond
of love and understanding between husband and wife
and to protect the sanctity of the sacrament of

Counsel (frompage 1)

Man'’s propensity to settle in his comfort zone is contrary
to what is required of us when we commit to Christian
discipleship. In the o Reading, we see man’s inherent
weakness to succumb to serve oneself. When the disciples
started to argue with each other and allowed division to
permeate them by aligning themselves to personalities and
their respective groups, they were in effect building their own
cozy environment and turf where they could exercise their
new-found authority and power for their own sake and glory.
Paul chastised them, reminding them that the power to heal,
to comfort, to preach, and to bring their Lord and Savior’s
promise of salvation to all did not come from them nor was it
for them only. Their ministry did not exist for its own sake.
He reminded them about the purpose and cause of their
calling,

This brings us to our calling here in this community.
Many of us come not only because there is darkness in our
lives, but we feel that certain call, a constant whispering to
help others, to be “fishers of men.” We are called for the
greater purpose of evangelization—-to proclaim God’s Word
that brings Truth and Light to all. We must never lose this
vision and mission. We must not dwell on making our
ministries the altar where we worship and commit to our own
desires. We must use the skills and knowledge of our
ministries to come together and create an effectively active
and operative work of evangelization for Christ. We should
not make our mission’s good works of witnessing and
serving others as an end, but rather make them the means to
achieve our more important calling of being “fishers of men.”
Let us not live just for ourselves. Let us not live just for BLD.
Let us live to be Christ’s followers.

Our numbers may be dwindling, yet our works continue
to grow. We need to pause for a moment and come together,
through the united initiative of our servant leaders, and
recognize the primary call to evangelization. We need to
evaluate and study how to turn our members into real “fishers
of men” who are not afraid to go to the deeper waters of this
land.

God has brought us to our own land of Zebulun and
Naphtali. He led us not only to people who are in the dark, but
to our own major crossroads. Here, Christ gave us our
permanent home. We have long ago fully developed the tools
of our trade as “fishers of men.” The time to put these tools to
wider use is overdue. Let us now begin to work hand in hand,
not fearing to cast the net over the side of our boat, but
believing and trusting in Jesus as we did when this
community first began. Let Him lead us from here to the four
corners of our own world to evangelize. Let us not forget this
purpose of our calling and cause. These Mass readings are not
only for this Sunday, or for this week, or for this year. They
are for all times, as long as we truly accept and continue to
respond to our call to be “fishers of men.” Evangelization is
the central work of our Faith. Let today’s Word of God be a
renewal of our calling to be a community of ACTIVE AND
OPERATIVE EVANGELIZERS FOR CHRIST!
Directions:

1. As a community, be united in mind and purpose in
carrying out and supporting our mission.
2. Proclaim the Gospel as you serve in mission




MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MARK 10
For the safety of our children, all parents of Mark 10
children are requested to sign in and sign out for
their children. Please note: drop off must be no
earlier than 8pm and pick-up must be no later
than 10:45 pm After 10:45 pm, parents will be
responsible for their children’s safety.

We thank you in advance for your full
cooperation in this very important matter.
SECRETARIAT
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take
place every 4™ Friday at the Auditorium
Ignorance of the Bible is Ignorance of Christ.
Read vour Bible daaly!

Manr-ch For LixXe
Jan. 24, 2011 (Monday) ® Washington, DC
There will only bel bus. Departure times and
locations: Nutley, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church
(120 Prospect St.) @ 7:30am ® Divine Mercy in
Rahway at 8am ¢ Contacts: Frank /Malou Venadas ¢
bobbitski@hotmail.com ® Cez/Pinky Calingo ®
cezar02459@yahoo.com
Catholic Men’s Conference
Mar. 5, 2011 (Saturday) ® Seton Hall University
Online registration: www.rcan.org/menscommission
DILC Meeting
Mar. 12 * 1-6pm * Divine Mercy Library

SPECIAT, ANNOUNCEMENTS

2011 Medical Mission
Jan. 31-Feb. 3 ¢ Sta. Barbara, Iloilo, Philippines
For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000

RENEW Pravyer

Gracious God and Father, we are your people
embraced by your love. We thank you for your
presence with us throughout all time. Create us anew
through Jesus Christ your Son. Liberate us from all
that keeps us from you. Send your Holy Spirit,
enabling us to share in your work of recreating our
world and restoring justice. Heal us from every form
of sin and violence. Transform us to live your Word
more profoundly. Reconcile us so enemies become
friends. Awaken us to the sacred; nurture our
relationships. Enliven our parishes; reunite our
families. Fill us with joy to celebrate the fullness of
life. Empower us to be a community of love growing
in your likeness by the grace of Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNITY CAILENDAR

Youth LSS #16
Mar. 4-6 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Youth Tricord @ ycs@bldnewark.com
LSS #3606
Apr. 1-3 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano @ Isa@bldnewark.com
Marriage Encounter 37
May 13-15 ¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ
Contacts: Nick/Island Raagas @ nlraagas@yahoo.com

* MLA @ mla@blenewark.com
1/21  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
1/29*  Growth in Prayer * LSS34
Note: On Fri: after Worshlp, *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s
Stewowdship - It's oo way of life!
T . oRDsS PROVISION

WEREK HNDING JAN. 14, 2011
Collections Disbursements

11,652.53 10,123.90

Financial details are available to all members through treasury(@bldnewark.com

Thank you for your continued support!

Litany of Humility

O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, Hear me.

From the desire of being esteemed,

From the desire of being loved...

From the desire of being extolled ...

From the desire of being honored ...

From the desire of being praised ...

From the desire of being preferred to others...

From the desire of being consulted ...

From the desire of being approved ...
Deliver me, Jesus

From the fear of being humiliated ...

From the fear of being despised...

From the fear of suffering rebukes ...

From the fear of being calumniated ...

From the fear of being forgotten ...

From the fear of being ridiculed ...

From the fear of being wronged ...

From the fear of being suspected ...

That others may be loved more than I,

That, in the opinion of the world,

others may increase and I may decrease ...

That others may be chosen and I set aside ...

That others may be esteemed more than I ...

That others may be praised and I unnoticed ...

That others may be preferred to me in everything...

That others may become holier than I,

provided that I may become as holy as I should...

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.

A soft copy of this CN cawn be found at www.bldnewark.net, click onw Covenant News.
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2011 Plarch for Lsife

"America you are beautiful . . . and blessed . . .
The ultimate test of your greatness is the way you
treat every human being, but especially the weakest
and most defenseless.

If you want equal justice for all and true freedom and
lasting peace, then America, defend life."

- Pope John Paul 11

On January 24, 2011 many people woke up bright
and early to catch a bus. Some slept only a couple of
hours, some not at all; and some were in such a rush,
that they even forgot their socks. The bus was filled
with men and women, young and old; all had
something in common. On that day they decided to,
as one community, march onto Washington D.C. to
be a voice for the voiceless. Personally, it was my
first experience joining in on the March for Life
movement. It was awe inspiring to see so many
people marching with the same purpose. I had a lot of
fun as well - that perhaps was the joy that comes with
doing God’s will. I am joyful, humbled, and hopeful
for the future. Same time, same place next year?

Father God, I pray that I never again forget the
blessing that is my life. May I live by example to take
courage in defense of life and to treat this march as a
beginning. The beginning of the end of the injustice
that is abortion. Amen.

Bulletin Edition

January 28, 2011

COuUuUUNSICr S
Blessed Promises

THEME: The light of Christ shines upon those who
minister to the poor.

WORD:  Zep 2:3 -3:12-13; Ps 146:6-10; 1Cor 1:26-
31; Mt 5:1-12a

ORDER: 1. Pasture and couch your flock.

2. Take refuge in the Name of the Lord.
REFLECTION:

This Sunday’s readings reveal God’s sacred
promise to His chosen people. It centers on the
actions and attitudes characteristic of the Christian
life, showing us what disposition we should have to
attain holiness which is the highest degree of
happiness. Jesus calls us personally to His own
Beatitude and this invitation also extends to the
Church, as a whole, the new people made up of those
who have accepted the promise and live it in faith
because Jesus wants all believers to partake of eternal
life when we enter into His glory and His divine joy
(CCC 1717). Many of us may find His invitation
hard to fulfill because it challenges us to deny
ourselves completely and to courageously do His will,
even if it will cause us so much anguish and
humiliation.

In the community, we are constantly asked by the
Lord to serve others unconditionally, with humility
and in truth. We can do this effectively only if we live
out His beatitudes. However, it is not easy to live out
Jesus’ beatitudes because we are in the modern world
where self-assertiveness, self-reliance, independence,
and self-sufficiency are considered very key to
success and survival. We are constantly expected to
live up to human principles or we may suffer negative
consequences, such as being an outcast, losing a job
or treasured possessions, or breaking cherished
relationships. It is for these reasons that many of us
may follow the Lord’s commands with reservations.

Moreover, our sinful nature always leads us to
fulfilling Jesus’ commands with impure
Continued on page 3

Pronvise of the Week
“Rejoice and be glad for your reward will be great in
heaven.” (Mt 5:12)




The Apostles’ Mission

Mark 16:15 contains what is called the "universal
apostolic mandate" (paralleled by Matthew 28:19-20
and Luke 24:46-48). This is an imperative command
from Christ to His Apostles to preach the Gospel to
the whole world. This same apostolic mission applies
especially to the Apostles' successors, the bishops, in
communion with Peter's successor, the Pope.

This mission extends further: the whole "Church”
was founded to spread the Kingdom of Christ over all
the Earth for the glory of God the Father, to make all
men partakers in redemption and salvation. Every
activity of the Mystical Body with this in view goes
by the name of “apostolate'; the Church exercises it
through all its members, though in various ways. The
body of Christ, the Church: the whole body achieves
full growth in dependence on the full functioning of
each part (Eph 4:16). Between the members of this
body there further exists, such a unity and solidarity
that a member who does not work at the growth of
the body to the extent of his possibilities must be
considered useless both to the Church and to himself.

The Vatican 1II  document, Apostolicam
Actuositatem says, "In the Church there is diversity
of ministry but unity of mission. To the Apostles and
their successors, Christ has entrusted the office of
teaching, sanctifying and governing in His name and
by His power. But the laity is made to share in the
priestly, prophetical and kingly office of Christ; they
have therefore, in the Church and in the world, their
own assignment in the mission of the whole people of
God".

It is true that God acts directly on each person's
soul through grace, but it must also be said that it is
Christ's will that men should be an instrument or
vehicle of salvation for others. Vatican II also teaches
this: "On all Christians, accordingly, rests the noble
obligation of working to bring all men throughout the
whole world to hear and accept the divine message of
salvation".

Proclaiming the Good News has consequences:
Faith and Baptism are pre-requisites for salvation;
and that the Church is necessary. "Christ is the one
mediator and way of salvation; He is present to us in
His body which is the Church. He Himself explicitly
asserted the necessity of faith and baptism (Mark
16:16; John 3:5), and thereby affirmed at the same
time the necessity of the Church which men enter
through baptism as through a door. Hence they could
not be saved who, knowing that the Church was
founded as necessary by God through Christ, would
refuse to enter it, or to remain in it".

THhre Mustard Seed

God does things in His own time and in His own
way, we do not always know how or when that seed
of our calling will be planted. When it is, we might
not understand what He wants us to do or become.
And while God reveals His plan to us in the fullness
of time, our individual calling has its roots in the tiny
seed God had planted.

God chooses people from all walks of life to do His
work when He plants that mustard seed. If God
decides to use us to fulfill His will, there is nothing
that can stop us when we and God work as a team.
When God decides to use us, He doesn't care about
outward appearances, only what is within our heart
and soul.

God nurtures the seed He has planted in us and
makes it grow for as long as we allow His will to take
priority in our lives. He gives us a choice to accept or
reject His work in us. If we accept, that mustard seed
will grow and flourish. If we reject Him, that seed
will be like the seed that fell on rocky soil - it doesn't
take root, and it dies. We may not know what that
seed will grow into, but God does, and He will reveal
it to us as our faith and trust in Him grows.

God never stops planting seeds. He is always
planting seeds in us. Perhaps the most potent use of
the seed is to remind us that He is in charge. He uses
our trials and tribulations to remind us to put our faith
in Him and not rely on our own human strengths. We
must put God in control of our life's journey. God
plants the seed as a way of starting the journey. The
road of life that we travel with Him is the growth of
the mustard plant, and our arrival in Heaven is the
ultimate blossoming of that tiny mustard seed. The
road is long and bumpy, but the ultimate destination
makes the process of planting and growth
worthwhile.

Mark’s gospel alone records the parable of the
seed's growth. The emphasis is on the power of the
seed to grow of itself without human intervention.
Mysteriously it produces blade and ear and full grain.
Thus the kingdom of God initiated by Jesus in
proclaiming the Word develops quietly yet

powerfully until it is fully established by Him at the
final judgment.




Memorial to St. Agnes
(Patroness of Young Girls)

Saint Agnes is the patron saint of young girls,
virgins and purity, as well as rape victims. Her feast
day is on January 21. Saint Agnes was a beautiful
young girl who, at the age of thirteen, suffered
martyrdom to protect her faith and love for the Lord.
She made a promise to God never to stain her purity
with sin. Her love for God was so immense that she
was willing to die for Him; Agnes was devoted to
God alone. She denied every man who proposed to
her, saying, “Jesus Christ is my only Spouse.”

One man in particular, Procop, became enraged at
Agnes for rejecting him. Procop was the Governor’s
son. He tried to entice her with expensive gifts.
Nevertheless, Agnes refused him, declaring that she
was already promised to God and He will never leave
her side. Angry, Procop accused her of being a
Christian and brought her before the governor, his
father. Again, Agnes was promised wonderful gifts if
she denied God. But she refused. Procop’s father had
Agnes put to chains and sent to a brothel. But the
Lord loved Agnes as she loved Him and sent an
Angel to protect Agnes throughout her trials and
tribulations.

Finally, Agnes was sentenced to die. Even pagans
were saddened by this, and they pleaded with her to
save herself by turning away from God. But Agnes
simply prayed to God and embraced death, because
she knew she would be united with God in eternal
life.

“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has
eternal life.” (John 6:47) St. Agnes is a great role
model for young men and women of all ages. She
showed us how she kept strong in her faith. She made
known to us how we can love God no matter what.
She was a great example by saying ‘no’ to all
temptations in life. She never forgot that Jesus loves
her and wants the best for her. She knew Jesus would
protect her throughout her life.

St. Agnes trusted God completely. She was poor
in spirit, but her faith and love for God was so strong
that nothing could break it. She despised sinning
against the Lord, and would rather die than sin. She
trusted the Lord with all of her heart, soul, mind, and
strength. St. Agnes was not ashamed of her faith. She
did not care of what others thought. She knew the
Lord was with her at all times. She was not afraid
because she knew He will save her. She believed that
everyone who believes in Him would have eternal
life.

COUNSITILS (frompage 1)

or mixed intentions and unclear understanding of our
position as God’s servants. This is why St. Paul
reminds us to consider our own calling in 1Cor 1:29
that says: “nmo human being might boast before
God.” We sometimes forget that God chose and
called us FIRST. Our own vanity and pride lead us to
think that we are a privileged lot following God’s will
rather than be humble and grateful for having been
chosen to fulfill His Purpose.

Clearly we cannot accomplish God’s purpose by
ourselves alone. To genuinely carry out our mission
as God’s disciples, we need to constantly ask for His
grace to purify the intention of our service and give
us the purity of heart and poverty of spirit. To
effectively “pasture and couch their flock” (Zep
3:13) and to wholeheartedly “take refuge in the
name of the Lord” (Zep 3:12), we need to be
desperately and fearfully conscious of our inadequacy
and our insufficiency.

Like Jesus, who came to set free those who were
captives, blind, and spiritually poor (Psalm 146: 7-8)
in the community, we can minister to the ‘poor’ by
genuinely showing our love and concern for others,
especially those who need of God’s love and
forgiveness. We can help each other in living out the
Beatitudes steadily by looking after each other’s
spiritual needs through compassion, encouragement,
prayer, and preaching. We can overlook each other’s
shortcoming, help each other cope with it, and love
each other despite whatever defects one may have.
We also have to do fraternal corrections, if necessary;
and if a member walks in disobedience or strays
away, we can reach out to them and pray for his or
her return.

Conversely, if we commit a mistake against a
brother or a sister, we can immediately ask for
forgiveness and genuinely repent of the sin
committed. As God’s disciples, one of our greatest
tasks is to foster peace in ourselves and in others and
try to be reconciled with ourselves, with others and
with God. We can also be generous and seek out the
poor and the needy even if we have to struggle with
our own needs. Doing all these things is not easy but
we have to remember that genuine followers of Christ
are those who patiently endure difficulties and those
who, by God’s grace, find joy in following the will of
the Lord no matter what it takes and what it costs.

Saying ‘Yes’ to God’s invitation to holiness
involves our total, sincere, and constant submission to
His Will and our complete self-denial. Truly, this is
Christian suffering but a pleasant one. And it is our
blessedness to be invited to partake of this suffering.
We pray that our hearts remain open to God’s
message of hope and love as one community of faith,
rich in spirit, and faithful in Christ, striving always to
witness the love of Christ within and outside of BLD.
We should all firmly believe that every suffering we
endure and every sacrifice we offer here on earth for
Christ’s sake will be greatly rewarded in Heaven.




Living Testimony from a Dying Wish

On Monday, January 17", Jane Enciso (of ME 17)
was anointed a Covenanted disciple into Bukas Loob
sa Diyos at their home in Piscataway, NJ. It turned
out to be the fulfillment of her long desired wish.
After a lengthy battle with cancer, she succumbed to
the disease, passing away peacefully the very next
day.

She was trying to make her way to Divine Mercy
Parish for worship and covenanting the previous
Friday, but due to her condition that night, was
unable to make it. It was then suggested and decided
upon, to hold the ceremony at their home.

BLD meant so much to Tita Jane; so much so that
at her wake, the family had pinned the Community’s
covenant pin on her, and beside her, had prominently
displayed the covenant document which she had so
painstakingly signed.

Please include, her, as well as all those others
fighting this terrible disease, including Mila Union,
who was covenanted January 14%h (that Friday night),
in your prayers.

The following is an email she had written,
expressing, despite her situation, a true servant’s
heart and a deep gratitude to our God.

TO ALL MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE
BLD COMMUNITY,

I would like to send my sincerest gratitude to
everybody who allowed me to be one of the BLD
covenanted members, which I have wished for a long
time now. I have been very blessed for I have all of
you who made my life so beautiful. Even with the
hardships and pains that I have, I am able to face
everything that I am going through with the love of
God and love of our community. I am so blessed to
live this kind of life. Our community is the best
blessing one can ever have. I have so much love for
our shepherds, Manny and Judy San Luis, the
Marriage Encounter # 17 class, shepherds, Rene and
Cielo Arribe and the Family Encounter -class,
ministry — coordinators, George and MaryAnn
McGehrin and the Intercessory Ministry, BLD
Spiritual Director, Father Paul Lehman, all the
elders and members of our community. I received so
much love and with that, we have another big family
guiding and caring for us. I was able to live a fruitful,
spiritually-fulfilled and a lot longer life because of
your prayers, love and support.

Again, thank you so very much for letting me be a
covenanted member of our BLD community. Thank
you to our BLD Newark DCS, DSL and the Elders in
Manila for their compassion, love, and prayers.

God bless you all.

Love, Mary Jane Enciso

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

DIRECTIONS:
1. In all things, give thanks when called to serve
in a pastoral capacity
2. Be a channel of Christ’s peace
3. Minister to the needs of the poor

MINTSTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SECRETARIAT
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take
place every 4™ Friday at the Auditorium

Youth LSS #16
Mar. 4-6 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Youth Tricord @ ycs@bldnewark.com

LSS #3606
Apr. 1-3 ¢ St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano @ Isa@bldnewark.com

1/21  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation

Marriage Encounter 37
May 13-15 ¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ
Contacts: Nick/Island Raagas @
nlraagas@yahoo.com, MLA @ mla@blenewark.com
THEACHING CALENDAR

1/29" CDFP Overview * ME36
Growth in Prayer * LSS34
2/11  Youth
2/12*  Basic Bible Seminar * Singles
2/18 Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
2/19*  Christian Parenting I * ME36
Encounter with Jesus * LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12
Christian Maturity I & Motivational Gift
Test/Charismata * LSS 33 (ME33/SPE11)
Shepherds Training (Refresher) ® Shepherds
2/25  Golden Years & Intercessory Formatlon

Fri: after worship; *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s, “at Reunion

ship - It's v way of lifel

T.OoORDS PROVISION
WiEhEEK ENDING JAN. 21, 2011
YTD

Collections

Disbursements

Surplus/(Deficit)

Financial details are available to all members through treasury(@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

Catholic Men’s Conference
Mar. 5, 2011 (Saturday) ® Seton Hall University
Online registration: www.rcan.org/menscommission

DILC Meeting
Mar. 12 ¢ 1-6pm ° Divine Mercy Library

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000
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THE MARCH FOR LIFE CONTINUES

January 24, 2011 was one of the coldest days this
winter. As we got off the bus in Washington, D.C. that
morning to join the thousands of Marchers for Life,
freezing air hit our faces but our hearts were warm as
we stood side by side, praying and quietly
demonstrating our strong beliefs in the value of life.
The crowd varied from the very young to the very
senior marchers. It was so inspiring to see people from
all walks of life braved the freezing weather. There
are those who see this as political rally; others, simply
a prayer rally by the faithful. The march was an
expression of our Christian faith that life is a gift from
God.

As Catholics and members of this covenanted
community, silence is not an option for our beliefs.
We have to come out in the open and strongly defend
the voiceless and the powerless — the unborn. Some
people try to justify their actions regarding abortion.
We side with Mother Teresa, when she declared, “It is
a poverty to decide that a child must die so that you
may live as you wish.”

To those who have participated in the march, keep
the faith alive, pass on the torch and continue the
fight. To those who have not, please join and be one
with our community on this. This is a fight that we
will surely win. “What then shall we say to this? If
God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom 8:31)
THOU SHALL NOT KiLx ---
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COUNSITICT _ SsS
Light of the World

THEME:  Our heavenly Father is glorified when we
are the salt of the earth and the light of
the world.

WORD: Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-9; 1Cor 2:1-5; Mt
5:13-16

ORDER:  “Share your bread with the hungry,

shelter the oppressed and the homeless;
clothe the naked when you see them, and
do not turn your back on your own.” (Is
58:7 - rephrased)

REFLECTION:

The Community’s Word for the Month of
February, “Our heavenly Father is glorified by our
good deeds”, may be considered as the end-all and
the be-all of the purpose for which we are created.
This is especially true if, as Christian disciples we are
able to give meaning to this week’s Order, to:
“Sharing your bread with the hungry, sheltering the
oppressed and the homeless; clothing the naked
when you see them, and not turning your back on
your own.” (Isaiah 58:7)

The Readings in all the four weeks of the month
of February is as clear as when the noonday sun is up,
and provides us with an unobstructed view of the
horizon. They also point to the reason why our
gracious Father sent His divine Son, Jesus, to earth to
accomplish our salvation. Having no other need
whatsoever, our glorious Father desired to share His
life with us, and Jesus made it possible for us to live
eternally as members of the divine household.

But this privilege is not without conditions. Our
salvation is premised on our willingness to make Jesus
the Lord of our lives and to enter into a personal
relationship with Him. This is necessary because, as
our Readings suggest, we are to respond to the call for
us to evangelize. And in order for us to evangelize -
which is the primary mission of the Church - we first
need to be evangelized. Continued on page 3

Prownvise of thhe Week

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer, you
(R

shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am!
(Isaiah 58: 9)




Spealks

Numbers and names in
Sacred Scripture are not only
a measure of duration and
personal identification, but
also symbols of divine
activity. For instance the
word “Adam” is not just the
name of the first created man
we read in Genesis, but also a symbol of the whole
human race. Adam is not designated as a male until
Eve, the first woman, is created. Even now, we refer
to the human race as “mankind” (much to the chagrin
of radical feminists). When we name a baby, we give
little thought to the future of the individual, but in
some sense a name in Scripture often indicates those
who have a special mission given by God. Abraham,
changed from Abram, is the “father of many nations”,
the new role that God had given him. Emmanuel is
“God with us.” Jesus is “God saves.” Peter is the
“rock.”

Numbers also mean more than duration. There is
the normal possibility of interpreting numbers in
Scripture very mathematically, as we do today. The
number interpretation (along with other symbols), for
instance, in the book of Revelation, has been used for
centuries to interpret the future.

The number “40” appears often in Scripture. It
rained for 40 days and nights during the flood that
saved Noah and his family. Right now we have just
finished what, in the pre-Vatican old ending of the
Christmas season, was the feast of the Purification or
the 4™ mystery of the rosary, the Presentation in the
temple, February 2" 40 days after Christmas. Jesus
rose from the dead and appeared to the apostles for 40
days before his ascension into heaven. At the
beginning of his ministry Jesus was led into the desert
and tempted for 40 days by the devil. The Jews
wandered in the desert for 40 years before they
reached the promised land.

Numbers and names are symbols. We deal with
them constantly. We communicate through them. God
deals with us through the use of our human symbols,
the most important of which are the Sacraments,
through which Jesus touches us and communicates
with us.

Numbers, letters, human images, are things
through which we can experience God’s desire to
communicate with us. Jesus himself was the human
expression of the Godhead. The Sacraments are a
combination of the human and the divine. We ?

Fr. Pawul Do NoT BE AFRAID

“Do not be afraid,” cited by John Paul II
numerous times during his papacy; “The Lord is my
helper, and I will not be afraid,” (Hebrews 3:6); “Do
not be afraid; just have faith,” says Christ (Mark
5:36). These words are recurring theme in both the
Old and New Testaments as God’s promise to put our
hope and trust in Him.

The Lord whispers “fear not” to our ears and
implants it to our hearts whenever we pray. As we
know all too well, it is easy to fall into fear — fear that
prevents us from freedom to love instead. The burdens
of life worry us constantly. Jesus exhorts us “Do not
worry ... Can any you by worrying add a single
moment to your lifespan?” (Matthew 6:25, 27)

With faith, we can control our fear. Jesus tells us
that as long as “... you remain in my word... you will
know the Truth, and the Truth will set you free?”
(John 8:31-32). Breaking from the shackles of fear
will free us to follow Him and make possible a
spiritually uplifting life, a better life, a better future.

THE TRUTH THAT SETS US FREE
It’s the most liberating thing of all
The Truth that sets us free
When we believe in Jesus
When we believe His Promise
That always, better things will come.

Thank Him at life’s peaks
Cling to Him in its troughs and valleys
Through it all, rejoice, exhilarate, be happy
Cause better things will come
Always, better things will come.

So, no matter your life’s story
Work with Jesus, live with Jesus, love with Jesus
His promise, commit it to heart’s memory
For He will set you free
Because with Him, always, better things will come.

It’s the most liberating thing of all
Believing... knowing...
That with Him, there is nothing to fear.
For no matter where or how we are
His Truth will set us free
For Always, YES!!!... Better things, they will come.

connect with the human and Jesus connects us to the
divine through the use of these human and visible
realities. Numbers, names, the whole visible world is
the place where God meets us on this side of eternity.
We use the gift of faith to see more than meets the
senses. Pray for this renewed vision which extends
the experience of life to include the intangible and
invisible.
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Our Theme for Week 1: Our heavenly Father is
glorified when we are the salt of the earth and the
light of the world. (Witnessing)

Indeed, we cannot become the witnesses God has
designed us to be if we are not evangelized, because it
is only when we allow the Holy Spirit to work in and
through us that we can become the salt of the earth and
light of the world.

“Let your light shine before men that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.” There are two important things to consider
in this message from Jesus: One is that all men must
see our good deeds. Such good deeds must not only be
good but may also be attractive. There is a goodness
that attracts, and there is a goodness that repels. The
goodness that Christians do must evoke a certain
charm to make it into a lovely thing. Two, such good
deeds must draw attention to God and not to ourselves,
which is a total contradiction of what is known as
“theatrical goodness” which many of us are guilty of.

As a Community, we are doing much that is good.
We are good teachers and servants. We celebrate well
the mysteries of the Lord. We are excellent in our
worship celebration. But evangelization is not
something we are very good at. For the most part, we
give information, we intellectualize, reflect and
discuss. We reach out and serve all those in need, the
hungry, the lonely, the alienated, the sick, the
imprisoned, the abandoned, the despairing, and the
addicted. The list is long.

But while all these are imperative to our mission
from the Lord, one ministry stands first and clearly
above the rest — evangelization. We as a Community
do a lot of good things and I know for certain the Lord
is pleased. But we don’t do a lot of evangelizing.

What then is evangelization? It is primarily the
proclamation of the Good News of Salvation to the
Church and to the world, which is our mandate. It
takes precedence over everything else. All the good
works we do, and there are many, must serve and be in
submission to the principal work of the Church. We
must organize for justice, lobby for life, reach out and
serve all those in need but we need to stand as the salt
of the earth and light of the world. And in order to do
this, we must start making a choice.

In life, we have two choices. In the likeness of
Christ, we can shine as a light in the world or we can
fail to realize the ideal of the life of the Gospels, and
be rejected by God. We cannot be both. We cannot
serve two masters. We cannot gain the world and
Heaven. The outcome of our eternal blessings depends
entirely on the choice we make today, not tomorrow,
because we might not be here tomorrow.

No one knows when anyone will be called to appear
before the Lord. When we received the Sacrament of
Confirmation, we were sent forth to preach and defend
the Gospel.

Our calling mandates us to be lights in the world in

the likeness of Christ, the Source of light. This week,
let us take the opportunity to ask ourselves to what
extent we respond to our calling, remembering the
Words of Jesus in Matthew 5:16, "Just so, your light
must shine before others..."

Our Theme for Week 2: Our heavenly Father is
glorified when we obey and teach His
commandments. (Holiness)

The readings for this week speak of a certain level
of spiritual maturity that begins when the individual is
spiritually enlightened by the grace of God and the
power of the Holy Spirit. Spiritual maturity has to do
with learning spiritual virtues that will benefit the
holiness of our soul as well as others.

When Jesus spoke about the Law and the Gospel,
he did so because of two principles that He wanted His
listeners to learn. He also emphasized that there is a
correlation between the past and the present because
the present grows out of the past. The Gospel is
actually a warning from Jesus that the righteousness of
the Christian must exceed that of the Scribes and
Pharisees whose motive for living was premised on
the law which is their one aim and desire. But the
motive under which Christians must live is the motive
of love.

As Christians we must have one desire and that is
to show our gratitude for the love that God had
bestowed on us, and when this motive of love propels
us to live in loving relationship with the rest of
humanity there can be no limit in time or in eternity.

Jesus sets before men, not the law of God, but the
love of God. St. Augustine was quoted as saying long
ago that the Christian life can be summed up in just
one phrase: “Love God, and do what you like.” When
we realized how God has loved us, the one desire of
life is to respond to that love by obeying and teaching
His commandments.

That will be the greatest task that we will ever
carry out because it will be an obligation more binding
than the obligation to any law. When we will have
learned what God is trying to teach us, having been
disciplined by the grace of a loving Heavenly Father
and having been purified by the fire of the Holy Spirit,
then we will begin to shine as children of God in the
likeness of God Himself.

Our Theme for Week 3: Our heavenly Father is
glorified when we love others with the
unconditional love of Christ. (Selfless Love)

This week, we continue with this series on the
transformation of man into the salt of the earth and
light of the world, as Jesus called for in the first week.
The journey to holiness continued last week. This
week, we are being challenged to be clothed in what
the Gospel refers to as Christian Love. A love founded
on the Greek word ‘agape’ which, according to the
way it is used by the Greeks, means unconquerable
benevolence and invincible goodness. This means that
if we regard a person with an Continued on page 4
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‘agape’ kind of love, no matter what that person does
to us, no matter how he treats us, no matter if he
insults, injures or grieves us, we will never allow any
bitterness against him to invade our hearts, but will
regard him with that unconquerable benevolence and
goodwill which seeks nothing but his highest good.
But in this passage, Jesus also sends a clear message
of what is loving our enemies as differentiated from
loving those who are nearest or dearest to us. Loving
those who are near to us is born of our emotions
because of our affinity to them. But loving our
enemies is not just something of the heart but, also
something of the will.

Loving our enemies is having the will to do it. It
means a determination of the mind with which we
achieve this unconquerable goodwill even for those
who hurt and injure us. In so doing, we as Christians
are able to reproduce in our lives the forgiving and
sacrificial benevolence of God and we become like
God and are transformed into the perfection designed
by God. To put it simply, the man who cares most for
men is the most perfect man.

Our Theme for Week 4: Our heavenly Father is
glorified when we trust in His divine providence.
(Trust)

And finally, Our Lord puts a cap into how we can
become complete as Christians by setting aside all our
worries and putting all our trust in Him who is, after
all, the source of everything we have and can possess.
In this Gospel, Jesus tells us that worrying about the
future is worse than useless. It is actually injurious.
There are two typical diseases in modern life that
many medical researchers claim are the result of
worry — stomach ulcer and coronary thrombosis. It is
also a medical fact that he who laughs most lives
longest because worry wears out both mind and body.

Worry affects a man’s judgment, reduces his power
to make wise and informed decisions and, worry
renders a man utterly incapable of dealing with life.
This is why man is tasked to give his best to every
situation in as much as there is a limit to what man
can do, and leave the rest to God.

In Isaiah 26:3 the great prophet says: “Thou dost
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
thee, because he trusts in thee.” There may be greater
sins than worry, but definitely there is no more
disabling sin than to worry. “Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough troubles of its own”
(Matthew 6:34). This is the command of Jesus and, it
is the way not only to peace but also to power.
Direction:

Encourage and exhort all BLD members to be one in
attaining our Community’s mission goals: building
homes, feeding the hungry, educating the poorest
children, visiting the sick and those in prison,
conducting medical missions, and supporting parishes.

CN archives are available online at www.bldnewark.com!

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS |
ISATAH S8/ SERVICE MINISTRY

Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
Every o Friday after Worship (@ Fellowship area

COMMUNITY CALENDAR |

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000

Youth LSS #16
Mar. 4-6 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Youth Tricord (@ ycs@bldnewark.com

LSS #36
Apr. 1-3 » St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano @ lsa@bldnewark.com

Marriage Encounter 37
May 13-15 ¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ
Contacts: Nick/Island Raagas @ nlraagas@yahoo.com
* MLA @ mla@blenewark.com

TEACHING CALENDAR

Ignorance of the Bible
1s Ignorance of Christ.
Read your Bible daily!

2/11  Youth
2/18 Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
2/19*  Christian Parenting [ * ME36
Encounter with Jesus * LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12
Christian Maturity I & Motivational Gift
Test/Charismata ¢ LSS 33 (ME33/SPE11)
Shepherds Training (Refresher) ® Shepherds
2/25  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation

Fri: after worship; *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s, " At Reunion

Special Announcement
Feb. 12, 8am-4pm @ Connell Hall
Singles Retreat: "Discover Your Promise"
Contact: M/A Magalonzo singles@bldnewark.com

Stewawrdship - Its a way of life!

T . OoRDS PROVISTITON

WERK IEHNDING JAN. 28, 2011

Actual YTD
Collections 2,873.00 18,537.53
Disbursements 861.70 32,274.04

Surplus/(Deficiy &=

SAvIc T IDATIS |

Financial details are available to all members through treasury(@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

Catholic Men’s Conference
Mar. 5, 2011 (Saturday) ® Seton Hall University
Online registration: www.rcan.org/menscommission

DILC Meeting
Mar. 12 * 1-6pm °* Divine Mercy Library
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Praise God ior the Success & the
Well-Attended March For Life,
Washingiton, D.C. 2011

It was a great opportunity to be one of the large
multitudes who were able to attend the March for Life
at the Capitol, Washington, D.C, on January 24, 2011.
I was humbled by seeing all the young adults and
teenagers in attendance. God bless them. The spirit
and commitment of the people there was
overwhelming and encouraging at the same time. It
was definitely a successful march/project, but where
do we go from there?

Where do we go from here? A question I could
not and still cannot get out of my mind. A question I
may not have the answer to. Do I really know or
understand what drives any woman to take the life of
her own child through abortion? Do I understand what
pushes adolescents and teenagers and young adults to
get pregnant only to end up on abortion tables? What
makes a married woman decides to commit abortion,
killing her own child “conceived in love”? What state
of mind are these women in when they make and
carry out these horrible decisions and actions?

I may or may not know the answers to these
questions either. But, for now, I can begin quietly
from where I am. I can begin to pay attention, to ask
questions, to listen, to show sympathy, empathy, love,
affection, caring, and to make myself available and
supportive. Above all, I can bring Christ into the
situation and allow Him to do and give what I cannot
do or give. I can do this through prayers.

As a Middle School teacher, it is very challenging
to work with, teach, listen to, love, guide and watch
teenagers go through the challenges of life. As a
mother, it is hard to give my all and watch my
children go through the challenges of life. As a friend
and a married woman, it is painful to hold hands and
cry with fellow women and sisters as we all go
through the challenges of life. In all of these, there has
been victory because thereis  Continued on page 4
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COUNSE IS
Our Clear Choice

THEME: Our heavenly Father is glorified when we
obey and teach His commandments.

WORD:  Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34; 1
Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37

ORDER: “Keep the commandments...trust in God.”
(Sir 15:15)

REFLECTION:

On the 6th Sunday of Ordinary Time in the
liturgical year, we find a simple message in our
Readings - to keep making the right choice in the
many circumstances of our life. And what choice
would please our God? "To keep the commandments,
and to trust in Him."

This passage from the book of the prophet Sirach
is echoed in other parts of Scripture. One recalls the
moving call of Moses to God's people in
Deuteronomy 30:15-20. The twin messages in our
Order are related. It isn't easy to obey God's
commandments faithfully, all the time, in all
circumstances. And so He wants us to trust in Him, to
carry us through the difficulties and contradictions
that we will surely face as we follow Christ.

The word itself, choice, no longer carries a simple
meaning, in the sense of selecting among alternatives
and making up one's mind. In our present world, the
meaning of the word "choice" has been corrupted and
perverted. The world has appropriated this good word
to imply a right to total freedom --- to make a "choice"
in order to be "free" and unburdened in a lifestyle of
ease and unbridled pleasure, in total disregard of any
moral consequence of our decisions and actions.
Artificial lines have been drawn by self-described pro-
choice forces who would Continued on page 3

Promise of the Week

“If you choose you can keep the commandments,
they will save you; if you trust in God, you too will
live. (Sir 15:15)




T3€E LIVING BREAD
THE BREAD THAT SATISFIES

The Council of Trent summarizes the Catholic
faith by declaring: "Because Christ our Redeemer said
that it was truly His body that He was offering under
the species of bread, it has always been the conviction
of the Church of God, ..., that by the consecration of
the bread and wine there takes place a change of the
whole substance of the bread into the substance of the
body of Christ our Lord and of the whole substance of
the wine into the substance of His blood. This change
the holy Catholic Church has fittingly and properly
called transubstantiation." (CCC 1376)

The Eucharistic presence of Christ begins at the
moment of the consecration and endures as long as the
Eucharistic species subsists. Christ is present whole
and entire in each of the species and whole and entire
in each of their parts, in such a way that the breaking
of the bread does not divide Christ. (CCC 1377)

After receiving communion, have you ever felt
warm? I was not conscious of the feeling myself until
my spouse mentioned it to me. The warmth remains in
me even after mass and I have left the church. Then I
remembered Jesus’ promise in John 6:48-51, “I am
the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in
the desert, but they died; this is the bread that comes
down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die.
I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the
bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the
world."

When we partake in this most holy sacrament, we
are all ONE with the Lord. The one and only Lord and
Savior, He is never different today nor tomorrow; it is
the same Lamb of God. The act of receiving is one’s
answer to His invitation for all to share the very life of
our Lord. Our Lord’s presence within purifies and
cleanses us to become like Him. The work of our
redemption is carried out. “Whoever eats my flesh
and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him.”
(John 6:56)

The Eucharist is a priceless gift and grace, both
sustenance and sacrifice from our Lord. The Body and
Body, once consecrated, do not revert back to bread
and wine and it should not only be celebrated during
mass. Our Lord is present in the tabernacle, patiently
and faithfully waiting for us to spend time conversing
with Him in silent adoration.

In 2004’s World Mission Sunday, Pope John Paul
delivered a message that stated, “The Eucharist is the
comfort and the pledge of final triumph for those who
fight evil and sin; it is the ‘bread of life’ which
sustains those who, in turn, become ‘bread broken’ for
others, paying at times even with martyrdom their
fidelity to the Gospel”.

Fruit of the T7ree
of Good and FEvil

“The LORD God gave man this order: "You are free
to eat from any of the trees of the garden except the
tree of knowledge of good and bad. From that tree
you shall not eat; the moment you eat from it you are
surely doomed to die.” (Gen 2:16-17)

God put the tree of knowledge of good and evil in
the Garden of Eden to give Adam and Eve a choice to
obey Him or disobey Him. Adam and Eve were free
to do anything they wanted, except eat from the tree
of knowledge of good and evil. “And the LORD God
commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any
tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat
of it you will surely die.”” If God had not given Adam
and Eve the choice, they would have essentially been
robots, simply doing what they were programmed to
do. God created Adam and Eve to be “free” beings,
able to make decisions, able to choose between good
and evil. In order for Adam and Eve to truly be free,
they had to have a choice.

There was nothing essentially evil about the tree
or the fruit of the tree. It is unlikely that eating the
fruit truly gave Adam and Eve any further knowledge.
It was the act of disobedience that opened Adam and
Eve’s eyes to evil. Their sin of disobeying God
brought sin and evil into the world and into their lives
as a consequence of their bad choice. Eating the fruit,
as an act of disobedience against God, was what gave
Adam and Eve knowledge of evil.

God did not want Adam and Eve to sin. God knew
ahead of time what the results of sin would be. God
knew that Adam and Eve would sin and would
thereby bring evil, suffering, and death into the world.
Why, then, did God allow Satan to tempt Adam and
Eve? God allowed Satan to tempt Adam and Eve to
force them to make the choice. Adam and Eve chose,
of their own free will, to disobey God and eat the
forbidden fruit. The results, evil, sin, suffering,
sickness, and death, have plagued the world ever
since. Adam and Eve's decision results in every
person being born with a sinful nature, the human
tendency to sin. Adam and Eve's decision is what
ultimately required Jesus Christ to die on the cross
and shed His blood on our behalf. Through faith in
Christ, we will choose not to sin and can be free from
sin's consequences, and ultimately free from sin itself.
May we remember the words of St. Paul, “Miserable
one that I am! Who will deliver me from this mortal
body? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Therefore, I myself, with my mind, serve the
law of God but with my flesh, the law of sin.” (Rom
7:24-25)




Shepherds Voice
Revelation Through Creation

In the beginning God makes Himself known. God,
who creates and conserves all things by His Word,
provides men with constant evidence of Himself in
created realities. And furthermore, wishing to open up
the way to heavenly salvation, He manifested Himself
to our first parents from the very beginning; He
invited them to intimate communion with Himself and
clothed them with resplendent grace and justice (CCC
54).

In His goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal
Himself and to make known to us the hidden purpose
of His will by which through Christ, the Word made
flesh, man might in the Holy Spirit have access to the
Father and come to share in the divine nature.
Through this revelation, therefore, the invisible God
out of the abundance of His love speaks to men as
friends and lives among them, so that He may invite
and take them into fellowship with Himself. This plan
of revelation is realized by deeds and words having an
inner unity: the deeds wrought by God in the history
of salvation manifest and confirm the teaching and
realities signified by the words, while the words
proclaim the deeds and clarify the mystery contained
in them. By this revelation then, the deepest truth
about God and the salvation of man shines out for our
sake in Christ, who is both the mediator and the
fullness of all revelation.

The Christian dispensation, therefore, as the new
and definitive covenant, will never pass away and we
now await no further new public revelation before the
glorious manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The obedience of faith is to be given to God who
reveals, an obedience by which man commits his
whole self freely to God, offering the full submission
of intellect and will to God who reveals, and freely
assenting to the truth revealed by Him. To make this
act of faith, the grace of God and the interior help of
the Holy Spirit must precede and assist, moving the
heart and turning it to God, opening the eyes of the
mind and giving joy and ease to everyone, in
assenting to the truth and believing it. To bring about
an ever deeper understanding of revelation, the same
Holy Spirit constantly brings faith to completion by
His gifts.

As a sacred synod has affirmed, God, the
beginning and end of all things, can be known with
certainty from created reality by the light of human
reason; but teaches that it is through His revelation
that those religious truths which are by their nature
accessible to human reason can be known by all men
with ease, with solid certitude and with no trace of

error, even in this present state of the human race (DV
2,4-6).

COUINS X L (fompage 1)

confuse issues and drown out disagreement. Now, to
uphold the sanctity of life is to subject oneself to
ridicule for being intolerant, and even to virulent
hatred for "denying" others their "right to choose".

Clearly, the world would make us question, doubt
and abandon our Godly values. We find the same
situation in Jesus' time, when He recognized and
called out the perversion of God's holy law, His
commandments. Today, we should apply the Lord's
teaching when we hear those in a position of influence
and authority - like those in media and entertainment -
foist their beliefs and drown out what we hold true,
holy and Christ-like.

Sunday's Gospel focuses on three examples of
God's laws that had been corrupted - swearing,
adultery and killing. The Lord is quite clear in
cautioning us against worldly values. laying out the
true meaning against the worldly, perverted meaning
of the law. In each instance, He says, "You have heard
that it was said..." and follows it up with, "But I say to
you..." It's what the world says, against what Jesus
says.

How pervasively do such contradictions seep into
our lives today, teaching us to abide by the world's
values? We hear it said, "I want to find myself, to be
myself," in total narcissism and selfishness. Contrast
this with Mt 16:25, “For whoever wishes to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
will find it.” The world says, "To each his own, what's
in it for me"... focusing on one's wants and ignoring
the needs of others. The Lord says differently in 1 Jn
4:20-21, “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates his
brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love a
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he
has not seen. This is the commandment we have
from Him: whoever loves God must also love his
brother.” "Live for the day" has taken a secular,
hedonistic meaning, "Eat drink and be merry for
tomorrow we die"; whereas Jesus talked of
abandonment and complete trust in Divine Providence
in Mt 6:34, “Do not worry about tomorrow;
tomorrow will take care of itself. Sufficient for a day
is its own evil.”

God laid out His commands out of a Father's love
for His children. Satan the father of lies would deceive
us, his followers would deride us, "You're so old-
fashioned. This is the 21st century; change and keep
up with the times!" But today we hear Christ say
firmly, ""Not the smallest letter or the smallest part of
a letter will pass from the law, until all things have
taken place.”” (Mt 5:18) Continued on page 4




Praise od for the Success...

God. He has always been there when the Government
couldn’t be. He has always done something when the
Government couldn’t do anything. Let us look to Him
alone, in prayers, He has the answers, but WE HAVE
HIS GRACE to reach out and touch others in their life
challenges, while waiting for God to touch the hearts

of those in Washington. Only He can, and He will.
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

ISATAH S8/ SERVICE MINISTRY
Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
Every 2" Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area

SECRETARIAT
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take
place every 4™ Friday at the Auditorium

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Youth LSS #16
Mar. 4-6 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Youth Tricord @ ycs@bldnewark.com

LSS #3606
Apr. 1-3 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano @ Isa@bldnewark.com

Marriage Encounter 37
May 13-15 ¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ
Contacts: Nick/Island Raagas @ nlraagas@yahoo.com
* MLA @ mla@blenewark.com

The Disciples Prayer

Jesus, my Lord and my Brother, let me do Your work
for your sake, and not for my own pride or self
satisfaction. As long as I want what you want [ will
act prudently and safely. If I fret at my failures I am
working for myself and not for You. Your will is to
be done, not mine. I hope to attempt all of the good
within my reach but I will not be over-anxious about
the results. If I lose my presence of Mind and my
peace of soul it is because I am thinking more of Your
work than Your will. I need only do my best. The rest
depends on the people around me and Your grace. Let
me never think I am bigger or more able than You. I
now put all things into Your hands. Amen.

Catholic Men’s Conference
Mar. 5, 2011 (Saturday) ® Seton Hall University
Online registration: www.rcan.org/menscommission

COUINS X L (from page 3)

In the haven of our community, we can feel
secure in our choice to obey God rather than man. We
reach out to the larger community of our home parish,
Divine Mercy. We're in the midst of a Medical
Mission to help out with the needs of the poor and the
sick. Other members were again part of the annual
March for Life. Our servant leaders are now gathered
in a global conference, seeking confirmation,
direction and refreshment from the Holy Spirit who
scrutinizes all things. Let us confidently see His hand
as we live out the BLD vision and mission.

The command we hear today is simple, and our
choice is clear. May it not be our will but His will that
we choose to follow to the end, that we may be saved,
that we may live.

DIRECTIONS:

1. “Let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No’ mean
‘No’. Anything more is from the evil one.” (Mt
5:37)

2. Make good to the Lord all your pledges and
covenant.

3. Teach the
witnessing.

Ignorance of the Bible
is Ignorance of Christ.
Read vyour Bible daily!

TEACHING CALENDAR

commandments  through good

2/11  Youth
2/18 Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
2/19*  Christian Parenting I  ME36
Encounter with Jesus ¢ LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12
Christian Maturity I & Motivational Gift
Test/Charismata * LSS 33 (ME33/SPE11)
Shepherds Training (Refresher) ® Shepherds
2/25  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation

Fri: after worship; *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s, " At Reunion

Special Announcement
Feb. 12, 8am-4pm @ Connell Hall
Singles Retreat: "Discover Your Promise"
Contact: M/A Magalonzo singles@bldnewark.com

Stewardship - ITs a way of life!

T .O0ORDS PROVISION

WEREK ENDING FEB. 4, 2011

DILC Meeting
Mar. 12 ¢ 1-6pm ° Divine Mercy Library

Actual YTD
Collections 2,732.00 21,269.53
Disbursements 5,645.49 37,919.53
Surplus/(Deficit)

Financial details are available to all members through treasury(@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

CN archives are available online at www.bldnewavk.com!




BUKAS-LOOB SA DIYGS COVENANT COMMUNITY * ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

Volume 17 Issue 7

DISCOVER YOUR PROMISE

It was a day focused in
knowing Jesus through the
Holy  Scripture.  Activities
varied from worship to games.
The Singles and Teaching ministries of BLD Newark
worked in collaboration and with the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit — the “Discover Your Promise” Retreat
came alive on Feb. 12, 2011 in Our Divine Mercy
Connell Hall as the day was filled with praise songs,
teachings, prayers and reflections. It started when our
Singles Ministry expressed their unquenchable thirst
and hunger to know the Lord. To quote one of the
Singles’ members, “One of our biggest concerns had
always been the WORD of God and how to use it in
our own lives. Despite the service hearts we struggle
time and time again not being able to fully have Him
consistently burning in our lives. The main reason of
it is that we were missing His Words”.

The retreat was indeed powerful as we allow the
Holy Spirit to take full control and with hearts full of
Faith that He will do the rest. Participants opened up
their hearts and minds and the whole room just
overflowed with knowledge and understanding as
Jesus Christ’s Love became more and more evident.

One of the participant’s reflection stated “I went
from barely believing in God...to wanting to know all
about Him”.

We, as members of this community, are directed
by Jesus to carry out the Great Commission.

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, until the end of the age."
(Mt 28:19-20)

Bulletin Edition

Feb. 18, 2011

COUNSIEILS
I ove vs. Enmity

THEME: Our heavenly Father is glorified when we
love others with the unconditional love of
Christ.

Worp: Lev 19:1-2,17-18;Ps 103: 1-4,8,10,12-13,
1Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48

Orper  Love your enemies and pray for those who

. persecute you.

REFLECTION:  For most of us, ‘love of neighbor’

means love of one’s families, relatives, friends,
acquaintances and members of the community. It is
relatively easy to be kind and good to somebody who
reciprocates our love.

So it was with the Jews in our 1% reading from the
book of Leviticus where love of neighbor as we love
ourselves is linked to holiness. In order to be holy as
God is holy, we must refrain from nursing hatred in
our hearts. If we see someone doing wrong, we are
required to rebuke them or we will share their guilt.
We are forbidden to entertain any form of vengeance
and harbor any grudge. And we are told to love our
neighbor as we love ourselves -- their well-being must
be as important to us as our own. However, the focus
here is on love of neighbors, of members of the same
clan or people. Nothing is said about enemies. James
2:8 calls it the kingly commandment: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” Anyone who can fulfill
this royal law according to the Scripture will really do
well.

Christ Jesus goes a big step further and surpasses
it by extending the concept of neighbor when He said
—“...love your enemies, pray for those who persecute
you, that you may be children of your heavenly
Father...” (Mt 5:44-45). Thus, love extends beyond
neighbors who think and act similarly, to

Continued on page 3

Prowmrise of the Week

""...You may be children of your heavenly Father,
Jor he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good,
and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust.”

(Mt 5:45)




SACRIFICE OF PRAISE

The Old Testament tells us of sacrifice for sins.
These were offered by high priests first for his own
sins and then for the sins of the people, to appease god
for the sinfulness of man. Unblemished animals and
the best first fruits were offered but these sacrifices
were never enough, they never ever satisfied the need
for men to be justified before God. These sacrifices
for sins never really opened the gates of heaven to
mankind. They could not fulfill god’s plan to share his
kingdom with his people.

Man’s helplessness to save himself, needed divine
intervention. It is out of God’s love for men, that Jesus
Christ, His only begotten Son and the second person
in the Godhead, took flesh, became man and died for
us. “It was fitting that we should have such a high
priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from
sinners, higher than the heavens. He has no need, as
did the high priests, to offer sacrifice day after day,
first for his own sins and then for those of the
people; he did that once for all when he offered
himself.” (Heb 7:26-27)

Jesus is the high priest who offered himself, as the
unblemished lamb, to the Father and opened the gates
of heaven so that all may enter into His kingdom. For
this most perfect offering, we are called now and
given a reason to offer our sacrifice of praise. And
from the sacrifice of praise issues forth the sacrifice of
thanksgiving from our lips, spoken with words that
are most pleasing to the Lord.

Jesus is the reason that holy souls are now
offering endless sacrifice of praise in heaven. In the
timelessness of heaven, the angels, the saints and all
the courts of heaven offer endless sacrifice praise
before the holiness and the glory of God.

By God’s mercy and grace given through our
divine savior, we on earth are able to echo heaven’s
endless praise. As the earth turns on its axis, as night
turns to day and day to night, second after second,
minute after minute, hour after hour, the holy sacrifice
of praise is said without ceasing in all the masses
celebrated in all the Catholic churches throughout the
world.

God has taught us to open our mouth to offer our
sacrifice of praise every Friday in this community not
because he needs our praise for we cannot add nor
subtract to his glory and perfection. When we come
together for Friday worship, it is an appointed time for
us all to offer our Lord, the community’s sacrifice of
praise. As we praise and sing in one voice, blessings
upon blessings flow from God’s throne to cover us.
Then we learn to praise Him, in good times as well as
in bad times. Foremost and more than the praise
issuing from our lips, our highest sacrifice of praise is
manifested by how we are able to honor our Lord in
the kind of life that we live. Holy, undefiled, separated
from sin and worthy to be called heirs to His
kingdom.

NURTURED IN GOD’S

UNFAILING LOVE

In Mark 8:22-26, Jesus healed a blind person. He
had to lay His hands on the blind man twice before the
man was completely healed and was able to see. This
brings us to the question of how we are with our
spiritual efforts. Do we persevere with our good
deeds? Do we patiently act on God's word or do we
set it aside if our situation becomes a bit difficult? Do
we give people a second chance or set them aside
instantaneously as soon as they fail to live up to our
standards?

An old friend once shared his life with me and
how the Lord brought him into His fold. Despite his
very beautiful childhood, having grown up in a
wealthy and well-endowed family and his education
in an exclusive Catholic all boy’s school, which
culminated in a top Ivy League business school, the
young man never gave God some space in his heart.
He proceeded with life recklessly and was not very
much guided by any moral values in his career. His
love life was likewise the same. His only dream was
to amass wealth apart from his family and to win
every woman's heart. His quest for fame, power and
fortune filled his heart. They all displaced God.

One day, he fell seriously ill and was about to die.
Through his prayers and the intercessions of those
close to him, God relented and gave him a new life.
His faith in our Lord saved him from sure death-death
not only of the body but also of the soul.

Like the blind man, this man was touched by Jesus
twice...the very first time in his early childhood but
shrugged off God out of his life. The second time
around, God did not relent. He could now see life in a
more clear way. This young man is now firmly guided
by the norms and values of a Christian as he conducts
his business as Chief Financial Officer of big
conglomerate. He has given his life to the Lord by
being one of the pillars of a spiritual community that
seeks to renew Christians and bring others closer to
the Lord.

But like the blind man, this man also needed to
"go home" to his loved ones, to his family and friends
to proclaim God's goodness and love. As he was
overwhelmed by God's love, he needed to "go home"
to let his experience settle in his heart, to nourish and
nurture His new found relationship. He needed to
share God with the world now that his heart is rooted
in God's word and work.

Jesus sent the man whom He healed of blindness,
with the admonition, "Do not even go into the
village." Instead of Continued on page 3




Nurtured.... (frompage?2)

skipping town and following Jesus' admonition, "Do
not even go into the village." he ran back to his
village to proclaim God's victory in his life. God's
love and healing mercies took a strong hold of this
man's heart that there was nothing that could stop
Him from bringing the Good News to all men!

Let us pray to God that He touches us deep in our
souls and gives us not only the Virtue of doing His
will but the Wisdom of knowing it and the Strength of
living by it.

If You Are Not Serving,

You Are Just Existing
by Rick Warren

“Each of us shall give an account of himself to

God.” (Rom 14:12)

At the end of your life on earth you will stand
before God, and He is going to evaluate how well you
served others with your life. The Bible says, "Each of
us will have to give a personal account to God."
(Rom 14:12)

Think about the implications of that. One day God
will compare how much time and energy we spent on
ourselves compared with what we invested in serving
others.

At that point, all our excuses for self-centeredness
will sound hollow: "I was too busy," or "I had my
own goals," or "I was preoccupied with working,
having fun, or preparing for retirement." To all
excuses God will respond, "Sorry, wrong answer. |
created, saved, and called you and commanded you to
live a life of service. What part did you not
understand?"

The Bible warns unbelievers, "He will pour out
his anger and wrath on those who live for
themselves," but for Christians it will mean a loss of
eternal rewards. (Romans 2:8 NLT)

We are only fully alive when we're helping others.
Jesus said, "If you insist on saving your life, you will
lose it. Only those who throw away their lives for my
sake and for the sake of the Good News will ever
know what it means to really live." (Mark 8:35 LB;
see also Matthew 10:39; 16:25; Luke 9:24; 17:33)

This truth is so important that it is repeated five
times in the Gospels. If you are not serving, you are
just existing ... because life is meant for ministry.
God wants you to learn to love and serve others
unselfishly.

Ignorance of the Bible
is Ignorance of Christ.
Read vyour Bible daily!

COUINS E L. (fompage 1)

those who disagree and dislike us, and even desire to
do us harm. The neighbors we are to love are those
people who do not particularly like us, who
deliberately exclude us from their social circles and
who talk about us behind our backs. Our love must be
patterned after God’s love, which is given to the bad
and the good alike. For if we love only those who love
us but harm those who harm us, then we are merely
fulfilling the law “...An eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth” (Mt 5:38)

Martin Luther King Jr. wrote: “a reason why we
should love our enemies is that love is the only force
capable of transforming an enemy into a friend. We
never get rid of an enemy by meeting hate with hate;
we get rid of an enemy by getting rid of enmity. By its
very nature hate destroys and tears down; by its very
nature love creates and builds up. Love transforms
with redemptive power”. It is the same love that Jesus
gave us — unconditional, irrevocable and total!

In the Gospel of Mathew, Jesus even suggested
that we should not retaliate in kind when people hurt
us. Rather, we should turn the other cheek, go the
extra mile, outdo yourself in generosity, and rise
above the fray. The way to turn enemies into
neighbors is through kindness

Are you thinking, “This is too much”? Yes, of
course it is beyond human powers! It makes us take
down our defenses and become vulnerable. It would
be considered foolish by human standards. But Jesus
has overturned the standards of the world as He
preaches that this kind of love is true wisdom. By the
power of the Spirit of God, who dwells in us, we can
overcome our prejudices, go beyond our antagonisms
and turn enemies into neighbors.

In the end, only if we can imitate The Father’s
love can we love our enemies and pray for them and
be perfect as Our Father; for His love is universal. His
love knows no partiality. He loves every one of us!
“...for He makes His sun rise on the bad and the
good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the
unjust.” (Mt 5:45)

Brothers and sisters, let us do our best to
cooperate with the Lord today. Instead of harboring
spiteful thoughts, let us say a short prayer for those
who provoke us. Let us think about whether there are
other people we should love more than we do, people
we may take for granted, look down upon, or consider
undeserving. Let us start with those we live and work
with. Let us take advantage of every invitation to love.
It is only when we love others without measure
discrimination will the perfection of God shine on us.

Continued on page 4




COUNS E L (from page 3)

DiIRrECTIONS:

1. Be merciful and gracious; slow to anger and
abounding in kindness.

2. Reach out to those who have hurt you and to those
whom you have hurt; be reconciled.

3. Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn

our back on one who wants to borrow.

BLD Community Covenant

1. We shall surrender ourselves totally to God the Father,
to Christ the Son of God, and to the Holy Spirit of God;
and we believe that God is the source of all authority.
We humbly offer ourselves in submission and
servanthood to God's authority as represented by the
Catholic Church in the persons of the Holy Father and
the Bishops of the Church. We submit to the ecclesial
authority of the bishop of our Diocese and the diocesan
Spiritual Director of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
In the Covenant Community of Bukas-Loob sa Diyos,
we commit ourselves to the pastoral authority of our
Spiritual Director and of those who constitute or
represent the Community Council of Servant Leaders.

2. We shall nourish our spiritual lives by opening to God
through individual, conjugal and family daily prayers;
and we will up build the Community through
intercessory prayer.

3. We shall read, study, and live the Word of God in the
Holy Scriptures and in other spiritual readings, and we
shall regularly share our knowledge and experience in
the Word with other members of the Community at least
once a week at our designated Word Sharing Circles.

4. We shall regularly receive the Sacrament of our Faith,
particularly the Eucharist and Reconciliation, and bear
witness to the power of God's grace in our lives.

5. We shall faithfully pray and worship in unity and
fellowship as one Community at least once each week.

6. We shall serve in at least one Community Mission or
Ministry, guided by the direction of the Council of
Servant Leaders through the appointed Pastoral Head.

7. We shall actively assist in ministering to the spiritual,
personal, and material needs of other members of the
Community, and of the other members of the Body of
Christ in a spirit of self-giving love.

8. We shall support the Community's Missions and
Ministries with regular tithes and love offerings given
according to our true means and out of the fullness of
our hearts.

Catholic Men’s Conference
Mar. 5 (Saturday) ® Seton Hall University
Online registration: www.rcan.org/menscommission
Disciples Assembly/DLC Meeting
Mar. 12 ¢ 1-5pm ¢ Venue TBD
For all: Committed and Covenanted Disciples

Community Retreat
Mar. 26 ® 9am-7pm ® St. Mary’s

Contact: Pastoral Ministry pastoral@bldnewark.com

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MARK 10
For the safety of our children, all parents of Mark 10 children
are requested to sign in and sign out for their children. Please
note: drop off must be no earlier than 8pm and pick-up must
be no later than 10:45 pm After 10:45 pm, parents will be
responsible for their children’s safety.
We thank you in advance for your full
cooperation in this very important matter.

SECRETARIAT
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take
place every 4™ Friday at the Auditorium

Youth LSS #16
Mar. 4-6 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Youth Tricord (@ ycs@bldnewark.com
LSS #3606
Apr. 1-3 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano (@ Isa@bldnewark.com
Marriage Encounter 37
May 13-15 ¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ
Contacts: Nick/Island Raagas @ nlraagas@yahoo.com
* MLA @ mla@blenewark.com
For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000

TEACHING CALENDAR

2/18  Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
2/19%  Christian Parenting I * ME36"
Encounter with Jesus ® LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12
Christian Maturity I & Motivational Gift
Test/Charismata ¢ LSS 33 (ME33/SPE11)
Shepherds Training (Refresher) ®* Shepherds
2/25  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
3/11  Youth Teaching
3/18  Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
3/19  Christian Maturity [ ® LSS 33 (ME33/SPE11)

Gifts & Fruit of the Holy Spirit * LSS 34 &
35, SPE12
Respect For Human Life * Community
Fri: after worship; *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s, At Reunion

b - Its a way of lifel

T.oRDsS PROVISION

WEEK ENDING FEB. 11, 2011

Actual YTD
Collections 4,750.00 26,019.53
Disbursements 1,059.20 38,978.73

Surplus/(Deficiy |- = 7 = =

Financial details are available to all members through treasury(@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!
CN cuwchives are ovailalble online at
www. bldnewaouwk.conv
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DESIRE THE FIRE “Obey God's Word

Live God's Word. "
WORD: Dt.11:18,26-28/Ps31:2-3,3-4,17,25/
Rom 3:21-25, 28/ Mt 7:21-27

THEME: Those who obey the Word of God
will enter the kingdom of heaven.

ORDER: “Be careful to observe all the statutes
and decrees that | set before you tbday
(Dt. 11:32)

Sixty-four lambs and thirty-nine shepherds, servants, and pra%FLECTION:

warriors all “desired the fire” of the Holy Spirit in th&Llife In the The readings for the Sundays in March begin with the Ninth
Spirit Seminar held at St. Michael Parish in Myrtle Beach, Souieek in Ordinary Time, followed by the First, Second, and Third
Carolina, from February 25-27, 2011. And the Spirit did not disappaBtindays of Lent. We continue to reflect upon how we have bee
as many graces and miracles of healing overflowed in the hearts gaahful (or unfaithful) to our Lord Jesus Christ. Do we truly anchor
the participants our lives on Jesus, the Rock of our Salvation in prosperity and i
The BLD-assisted LSS was historic in the sense that a majogtversity; amidst applause and persecution; just as joyful in peacef
of the candidates (two-thirds of them, in fact) were non-Filipinosritoments as in troubled times? Our unwavering faith in Jesus i
was as if the Lord’s call t#ut out into deep water and lower your reflected in the continuing conversion of our hearts and in ou
nets for a catch...[Lk 5:4) was being fulfilled right before our eyes.deeds. This in turn ensures our spiritual growth and the blessing
Outside of their usual comfort zones, the thirty-nine members frava to receive in rising above our earthly struggles.
the various BLD districts of Newark, Rockland, Trenton, Washingtorkie Word for the month of March, 2011 Blessings will be upon
and Charlotte, served as one body together with members of thén§se who obey the Word of GodThe Sunday readings invite us to
Michael Charismatic Prayer Group and the Encounter with Jegéffect on our faithfulness to Jesus and to His word. We cannot b
prayer group during the Spirit-filled weekend seminar. The participagitsly faithful to Him unless we abide in Him and obey His word. His

came not only from the parishioners of St. Michael's but also fragard is our sure guide in following Jesus. It will constantly transform

different parishes in Myrtle Beach, North Carolina, and even as fa as By obeying His word, we find strength to fight sin.

New Jersey and New York. Despite the shepherding time constraints, )

the “lambs” were very responsive, open, and receptive to the Spirit's continued on page 3

promptings delivered through the various talks given by the Spiritual

Director, Msgr. Paul Schetelick and the life testimonies of the shal Promise for the Week

and witnesses. “ . .
Let us keep the members of the St. Michael Parish LSS#1 al Everyone who "Stens. to the.se Words of mine

in our prayers so that as they continue their faith journey thro and acts on them will be like a wise man

their monthly reunions and teachirifey that hope in the LORD who built his house on rockMt 7:24)

will renew their strength, they will soar as with eagles’ wings)

They will run and not grow weary, walk and not grow faint.”

(Isaiah 40:31)

[
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Come 3Jollow Me A Persistent Plea
with All Your Heart _ _ _

They came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho

“Jesus looked at him, loved him and said to himWwith his disciples and a sizable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind
You are lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you hav@an, the son of Timaeus, sat by the roadside begging
and give to (the) poor and you will have treasure i@n hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
heaven; then come, follow meNk 10: 21) cry out and say, “Jesus, son of David, have pity on
This scriptural passage resonates in my mind each tifi@ "And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But

| begin to discern when asked to serve in community. LiR& kept calling out all the more, “Son of David, have pity
everyone, | too have many worldly attachments, “possessiop”me.” Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they
that | cling to, and sometimes find difficult to give up. Truly, aff@lled the blind man, saying to him, “Take courage; get
too often, | allow my possessions to possess me. up, he is calling you.” He threw aside his cloak, sprang

| seek solace in His arms. | try to go to mass and receiife and came to Jezusf. Jesugnsa;]d tgl_hl(;n n reply,l_ \éVhat
Him in Holy Communion. | make time to spend at least ﬁrq you want me to do for your The Ilgl hr_nan“(r;ap led to
hour each week in Eucharistic Adoration. It is in the sileniM: “Master, | want to see.” Jesus told him, "Go your

of these moments with Him that | wait to hear His voic@; your faith has saved you.” Immediately he received

Then, | am reminded through prayer and scripture that it WS Sight and followediim on the way(Mark 10: 46-52)
He who loved me first (1 Jn 4:19.) He knit me in my mother's Mark tells us the story of Bartimaeus, a blind man
womb (Ps 139:13b) and fashioned me in His own likena¥B80 spent his days sitting by the side of a dusty road,
(Gen 1:26). He knows the desires of my heart and if | sdé#gging. He had already heard the noisy crowd
Him, I will find Him (1 Chr. 28:9). approaching. When he found out that Jesus was nearby,
He has purposefully led me to this community, like &€ cried out,’Jesus, son of David, have pity on
deer to a clear spring of water, that | may drink of His livif§e-"(Mark10:47) The crowd tried to silence him. The
waters. In Proverbs 3:5, the Lord reassure&Tnest in the Popular wisdom of that time was that his disability was a
LORD with all your heart,on your own intelligence reN;)unishmen_t for sin inflicted by ajus_t God, but that didn’t
not.” | listen to Him in prayer and | am assured that whe§{0P Bartimaeus. “Son of David, have pity on

say “yes”, the Lord will equip me (Heb 13:21): He will nofne.”(Mark 10: 48) Yqu have to admir_e his persistence.
abandon me (Deut 31:8). When Jesus called him closer, the blind man wasted ng

| realize that if | am to follow Jesus, | am to surrendgbg.n:r t “I\|_/I|Zst[§? RN;?\?:(S) sgg ((lf/lxgr:(ei%?gl;hir?cﬁi{aiuzf hi
all.  am to leave all my fears, my anxieties and doubts, e ' S SN :

to leave the comforts of my daily routines and the haver:flﬁfgggdbgsafsgg E|ys rfeafi?[cr)]”\:]viglicilg dh;el?;?ergnéaeuz V\l’ﬁ;
my home. Every sacrifice of time, talent, and wealth is nqS? _ by the rebuke of th q y pop
expression of my love for Him. By His grace, | am able fbom'loc\)ngrz _yt_t ere tltJ1 ez?lct (icrow 'f' d that si

offer what | have, not that it adds to His glory, but that | am S hris fl?n_shm E]it en u%" we '3 a lsm(_:c_sr_e d
given the privilege to express my love for Him. There is %pressmi?s do a'.L are otten misun eLStOO hopenby Ermc:cze;] ’
immeasurable sense of inner peace, well-being and jo%ﬂgwrgocl_'ir'e :;]' SL?D{jmmiZuzovrfethﬁﬁg tvzr;/e d::‘feer;ntt €
serving the Lord. It is a feeling that enables me to kegp ™. _ ’ . :
going, and this peace is indeed addicting and intoxicating. i sistence |sber_1couraged. I am corrwlstagtly ! emm.did tha
when | feel closest to the Lord. | am at the same timgSuS IS nearby just as He was on that day in Jericho. A

overwhelmed and overjoyed that He has chosen me to sgIEShIP My heart hears the same soothing words that
in His work. Bartimaeus heardiTake courage..he is calling you

“ : rk10: 49). | attend teachings, seminars, and retreats stil

For by grace you have been saved through faith, ar’l\ﬁ. , .

this not from you; it is a gift from God; it is not from you\rN ispering the 2000-year-old prayer of a blind beggar,

' ' ‘Master, | want to see."(Mark 10:51) And | find that | am

works, so no one may boas{Eph 2:8) not alone. BLD is full of seekers and followers. Popular
opinion is never an issue here. The only opinion that matters
is God's. And the promise He offers us is the same one Hg
gave to BartimaeusGo your way; your faith has saved
you.”(Mark 10:52).
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( Lord's Provision ) of God in the Transfiguration of Jesus. As we bear hardships

Week Ending Feb. 25, 2011 to persevere in being holy. As others see our continuing
Actual YTD conversion, they too will want to obey His word and attain
Collections 382200 37,11253 holiness. And being holy in His sight, we all can attain our
Disbursements 4,226.38 53546.25 aim to be in heaveiThe Promise of the Week i$:will make
you a great nation, and | will bless you; | will make your
Financial details are available to allmembers name great, so that you will be a blessin¢Gen 12:2)
through theéreasury@bldnewark.com continued on page 4
Lk jJ

3_"' Paul Sp_eales - Counsels continued from page 1
That very important and often misunderstood season is upon _ _ _
us again, the annual springtime reminder of the death/resurrection As we ponder upon His pre(?epts daily and c'on3|de.r the
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the holy season of Lent. We takeR&E1S He wants us to take, we will never forget His word; for

opportunity to remind ourselves that Lent s notjust a remembrafied IS word becomes rooted in our hearts, we will not allow

of the events at the end of the life of our Savior. Lent (and e\/g&wolence of our words and deeds to overcome us. Insteac
day) is a living out of what happens every time we go to Ma&8ly goodness, mercy, and love will permeate our being. We
Mass is a chance to offer our lives, our actions, our good and iy ecount all His decrees with our tongues; delight in His
moments, our whole being. We unite it all with the sacrifice FEtUtes, rejoice in doing His will, and treasure His promises.
Jesus who, now at the right hand of the Father, is perpetd&lfy 119; 9-16; Ps 17:4 NSV) Then blessings will be upon us
offering to the Father the gifts of his death and resurrection. @irwe obey His Word

personal offering, united to the offering of Jesus, now takes upon The Theme of the first Sunday of March Ehese who

itself an inestimable value. Even if this is something we shouldol%%y the Word of God will enter the Kingdom of heaven.

aware of all year long, Lent gives us the opportunity to refocy;. i first reading Moses tells the people that they will be
The traditional morning offering pulls together all the thoughtdessed if they obey the commandments of God. And in the

words, sufferings, joys and actions of the coming day in uniGiespel, Jesus says essentially the same thing — only thos¢
with the sacrifice of the Mass. The daily life of the Christian\igho do the will of His Father will enter the Kingdom of heaven.
then a perpetual Mass. Even though this should be happenirtgai do we follow the will of God? By hearing His words
year round, Lent gives us pause to renew and perfect the @ailf putting them into practice. St. James $Bieldoers of
giving of the gift. What can be a consciousness raising experigheaword and not hearers only, deluding themselvedrh.
during the 40 days, can also be carried into the daily routine afté®). And the Promise of the WeeKEsveryone who listens
the season of Lent. This daily immersion into the perpetual offefinghese words of mine and acts on them will be like the
of our heavenly Savior, is a “supernaturalizing” of the ordinanjse man who built his house on rock. (Mt 7:24).

and natural into a gift worthy of acceptance by the Father. For the second Sunday of March, the Themd@fwose

We may not be able to go to MaSS every day’ but we Mp Obey the WOI’d Of GOd W|” overcome temptatlﬁhe

offer ourselves every day, in union with the Mass. If we haospel reading shows us how Jesus repulsed the temptationg
Satan by using the word of God. As Jesus was tempted

problems, difficulties, physical or emotional pain, these challen%%+l : _ :
can be the raw material for great holiness. If we are looking R4t did not succumb to temptation, we too are being tempteq

“something to do” during Lent, we need look no further than thd€mpted to be relevant, to make productivity the basis of
daily happenings of everyday life. Instead of complaining abo @4 Ministry, to be spectacular - to bask in applause for wha
problem, why not “offer it up™? Don't waste the anointed mome€ have done, or are doing ; and to be powerful —to lord it
when difficulties come. Poets have compared these momenfVfef those under us. Because of what Jesus suffered for the

the splinters from the cross, or love letters from God, all opportuntf®€ Of us, we should allow the word of God to continue to
to recall the constant presence of God and his gift to us. convert us from these human strivings for recognition. As we
do, we can overcome temptations. The Promise of the Week

The traditional momning offering: “O Jesus, through te. « st as through one transgression condemnation

immaculate heart of Mary | offer you my prayers, works, jogme upon all, so through one righteous act acquittal
and sufferings of this day in union with the Holy Sacrifice of tfé% d life came to all."( Rom 5:18)

Mass in reparation for all my sins, and for the intentions of those

close to me and those recommended to me for my personal prayer.”The theme for the third Sunday’s i$hose who obey
Begin your day this way, and you will be on your way tihe Word of God will grow in holinessOur ultimate aim is
“living the Mass”. to go to heaven. There we will witness the majesty and the
greatness of God. The apostles were able to behold the glory

in obeying His word, Jesus will grant us the necessary grace

197}




. The spirit ofPiety- that we may be filled with a childlike love
Cou—nsels continued from page 3 for God and be eager to obey Him in all things

For the last Sunday, the ThemeThese who obey the Word of ' The Spirit ofFear- that will make us avoid whatever displeases
God will be made rightin His sightPsalm 119: 1-2 say$jappyare  You
those whose way is blameless, who walk by the teaching of thkis we ask, for the greater glory of the Triune God. Amen
Lord. Happy are those who observe God's decrees, who see ( Save The Date )
Lord with all their heart.” As we remain in Jesus by obeying Hi
word, He will remain in us. The Holy Spirit will continue to guide uDscipIes Assembly/DLC Meeting

and God will make us right in His sight. The Promise of the Weekngar. 12, 1-5pm.. Committed and Covenanted Disciples

t.he water | shall g.|ve you will become in him a spring of WaterWomen's Commission - Day of Reflection
welling up to eternal life. “(Jn 4: 14b).

Mar.19 9am-4pm at Seton Hall Universitgyw.rcan.org/womcom
DIrRecTIONS .
Community Retreat

1. Remind our covenanted and committed members  war. 26.. 9am-7pm at St. Mary’s, contact: Pastoral Ministry
to follow the statutes of the Community for it was pastoral@bldnewark.com
by the Spirit of the Lord that these were made. —

2. Be steadfast in your prayer life through the Word
and Sacraments. Read and reflect on the Holy Bible

daily and meditate upon the Word of God.
Do the examination of conscience daily.

M issioN

Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, NJ 07055

Jesus, Send Your Spirit Monthly, every 2 Sat. Volunteers are needed.
(Cardinal Newman) Mar 12 Singles €ontacts Manny/Arlene Mangalonzo
Dear Jesus, help us to spread Your fragrance everywhere we go. @singles@bldnevwark.com

Flood our souls with Your spirit and life. Penetrate and possess oukudie/\MuletChong@stitutional@bldnewark.com

whole being so utterly that our lives may only be a radiance of Yo Commun ity Calendar )
Shine through us, and be so in us, that every soul we comg

contact with may feel your presence in our soul. Let them look up and LSS 36

see no longer us but only Jesus! Apr. 1-3 at St. Mary’s Auditorium
Stay with us, and then we shall begin to shine You shine; so to shine Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano

as to be a light to others; the light O Jesus, will be all from You, none
of it will be ours; it will be You, shining on others through us.

Let us thus praise You in the way You love best by
shining on those around us. Let us preach You without preaching, N
not by words but by our example, by the catching force, the Contacts: Nick/Island Raagas@ niraagas@yahoo.com

sympathetic influence of what we do. The evident fullness of the love ~ S2Y/Mil Camacho@mla@bldnewark.com
our hearts bear to You. Amen Singles Encounter 26
Jun. 3-5at Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, NY

Contact: Manny/Arlene Mangalonzo
@singles@bldnewark.com

Teaching Calendar )

@lsa@bldnewark.com
Marriage Encounter 37

May 13-15atRadisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ

Prayer for the Seven Gifts
of the Holy Spirit
(Father Lechner, C.S. Sp.)
O Lord Jesus Christ, before ascending into heaven You promise
to send the Holy Spirit to continue Your work in the souls of the 3/05Christian Parenting H ME 36
Apostles and disciples. Grant the same Spirit to us that we may Encounter with Jesud_SS 34 & 35, SPE12
ever better cooperate with Your love and grace. Mission Development€ommunity
Grant us the spirit dVisdom- that we may not unduly attach  3/11Youth Teaching
ourselves to perishable things and aspire ever more for things ti3t8Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation

are eternal 3/19 Christian Maturity | LSS 33(ME33/SPE11)
The Spirit ofUnderstanding- that Divine Truth might Gifts & Fruit of the Holy Spirit LSS 34 & 35, SPE12
enlighten our mind Respect For Human LifeCommunity
The spirit ofkKnowledge- that we may see all things in the 3/25Golden Years& Intercessory Formation

light of Divine Revelation

1" n* . - 1]
The spirit ofCounsel- that we may always choose the surest Fri: after WgShlp S alt. Al\ 6pm @ St. Mary s',[
way of pleasing God pecia nnouncemen

The spirit ofFortitude - that we may bear our crosses with March 5TOMORROW  from 1-5pm .
courage Witness Development Program
St. Mary’s, Room 205
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NEWS

UlsdS 16: God’s lsove Manifested

The Lord is my shepherd ; there is nothing I lack.
(Ps 23:1)

Last weekend the Youth experienced the beauty
and power of the good Lord’s Spirit. In that weekend,
thirty-six lambs undertook the YLSS 16 retreat. Spiritual
director Fr. Paul Lehman expounded on the lambs
knowledge and awareness of the Holy Spirit. They grew
into a stringer relationship with the Spirit while listening
to sharings on God’s love by Jeanelle Nacion, New Life
by Mikko Pepino, Healing and Reconciliation by the
Lucero family, and Transformation by Faith Ikalina.

During the Baptism, first time exhorters Erik
Cruz and Olivia Felibrico called on the lambs to truly
embrace God’s presence in their hearts. As a result, the
gifts of the Holy Spirit flooded abundantly through our
Youth ministry lambs, as many of them received the
gift of tongues. Truly, this stands as testimony to an
almighty love. Indeed, the Lord has the power to touch
the hearts and lives of the Youth today. Praise be to God!

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever.(Heb 13:8)

Bulletin Edition

COUNSELS

BUKAS-LOOB SA DIYOS COVENANT COMMUNITY « ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

March 11, 2011

TITLE: Fighting Our Temptations

READINGS: Gen 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-6, 12-14, 17,
Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11

“The Lord, your God, shall you worship
and Him alone shall you serve.” (Mt
4:10)

Those who obey the Word of God will
overcome temptation

REFLECTION:

Those who obey the Word of God will
overcome temptations. This is the theme for this 1st
Sunday of Lent. The Season of Lent begins with the
story of the Fall of Man. Our 1st parents Adam & Eve
were tempted by the serpent to eat of the forbidden fruit
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Here the
first sin was committed: the sin of disobedience. Adam
& Eve disobeyed God’s Word and along with it came
it’s punishment. They were banished from the Garden
of Eden and were driven to the wilderness and to
childbearing pain, lust, slavery, strife, labor toils,
hardness of life and death.

Let us compare our first parents’ to Jesus’ temptation in
the Gospel reading. In the Garden of Eden, Adam &
Eve had it all and still disobeyed God. Jesus had
nothing in the desert yet He obeyed God’s will. There
was no food, no water to quench his thirst from the
intense heat of the sun. He was exposed to the cold
harsh desert night and to dangerous desert animals. His
only protection was God’s Word and the Holy Spirit.
Luke says that Jesus “was full of the Holy Spirit” (Luke
4:1). Our 1st parents relied on their own strength to
overcome temptation which led to their downfall and
our death. Jesus relied on His faith that God the Father
will sustain Him with grace and strength to overcome
sin. He was able to resist the devil’s temptations His
adherence to God’s Word and Will. Each 3 temptations
were answered by Jesus with God’s powerful Words.

Continued on page 3

Promise of the Week

“...just as through one transgression condemnation
came upon all, so through one righteous act acquittal
and life came for all.” (Rm 5:18)

ORDER:

THEME:




Following Jesus Always

Then he said to all, “If anyone wishes to come after
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross
daily and follow me...” (Luke 9:23)

I recently returned from a trip to the Philippines and
as [ was traveling from place to place, I was once more
reminded about the plight of my less fortunate fellow-
countrymen and women. There is no denying that for
most of them, daily life is a constant struggle to search
for the next meal, a warm place to sleep, or even a shirt
or a pair of shoes to wear. Those scenes of just
struggling to survive brought me to thinking about my
own struggles and challenges in my spiritual life as I
strive to follow Jesus by denying myself and taking up
my daily crosses.

Similar to the beggar who is daily actively

searching for his next meal, I too should be just as
focused on following Jesus every day. Instead, what do
I do? I become complacent, lazy, even a procrastinator.
I don’t see the urgency or the importance of a daily
concerted effort to rid myself of the many things that I
hold on to that block my way to an open and
transforming relationship with my Savior. Rather than
seeing an opportunity to grow in holiness, I complain
whenever [ face a problem or some difficulty. I pray for
patience and understanding and yet when the Lord
presents me with a situation that tests my patience, my
first response is to judge others and point fingers.
Instead of being “slow to anger and rich in kindness”, 1
easily lose my temper and become hostile,
unsympathetic, and cruel.
As a disciple striving to follow Jesus, I must learn to
make my will, my desires, and my whole being
subservient to the Master’s. I must forget myself and
always place the Lord and his people as first priority. I
must put into action what St. Paul says in his letter to
the Galatians, “pet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives
in me.”

It is only in a humble heart that the Lord makes His
dwelling place. May you and I become like persistent
beggars, who daily strive to satisfy our hungry hearts by
becoming less of ourselves and more of Jesus.

SUNDAY SWEET SUNDAY

“If you hold back your foot on the Sabbath from
following your own pursuits on my holy day; If you call
the Sabbath a delight, and the Lord’s holy day honorable;
If you honor it by not following your ways, seeking your
own interests, or speaking with malice-Then you shall
delight in the Lord.” (Isaiah 58:13:14)

This Lent, I feel challenged to honor Sundays,
being a day spent not only to fulfill our weekly
obligation to attend mass but to devote the full day to
commune with the Lord. The ideal would be to spend
the day in activities that will bring me and my family,
closer to the Lord (e.g. bible reading and reflection,
watching EWTN, listening to Christ centered music or
bible related topics, praying the rosary together or
serving Him through volunteering). As a full time
working mother, I usually spend the weekends to catch
up with housework, cooking or shopping. I know that it
will not be easy initially as I know that if I do not do the
work, I will eventually have to do it sometime during
the week. But I know with God’s grace, I will have to
learn to let go and give this a try. The best time to do
this is now. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states
the following about Sunday being a day of grace and
rest from work:

2184 Just as God "rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had done," human life has a
rhythm of work and rest. The institution of the Lord's
Day helps everyone enjoy adequate rest and leisure to
cultivate their familial, cultural, social, and religious
lives.

2185 On Sundays and other holy days of
obligation, the faithful are to refrain from engaging in
work or activities that hinder the worship owed to God,
the joy proper to the Lord's Day, the performance of the
works of mercy, and the appropriate relaxation of mind
and body. Family needs or important social service can
legitimately excuse from the obligation of Sunday rest.
The faithful should see to it that legitimate excuses do
not lead to habits prejudicial to religion, family life, and
health.

The charity of truth seeks holy leisure - the
necessity of charity accepts just work.

2186 Those Christians who have leisure should
be mindful of their brethren who have the same needs
and the same rights, yet cannot rest from work because
of poverty and misery. Sunday is traditionally
consecrated by Christian piety to good works and
humble service of the sick, the infirm, and the elderly.
Christians will also sanctify Sunday by devoting time
and care to their families and relatives, often difficult to
do on other days of the week. Sunday is a time for
reflection, silence, cultivation of the mind, and
meditation which furthers the growth of the Christian
interior life.

As I am reminded of what Sundays should truly
be, I encourage everyone to take this challenge with me.
Let us reclaim Sunday and live it as it is meant to be
lived.




Lent, A Time To Prepare

And so we begin another Lent. We
use this time, as a matter of fact, to remind ourselves
of the urgency of the matter - that the time is now to
concentrate on our salvation — to get busy about
building the reign of God. And through this season
we’ll remind ourselves through the reading of the
scripture — the stories that are full of reminders for us
— through the symbols that might stir us —we have
apples this week to help us reflect perhaps on the
different enticements we might have to stray,
through our prayer in different ways this season.

We begin this Lent listening to that story of
the fall. And we are reminded of the beginning of the
struggle — the struggle between our desire to live
fully to find fulfillment on the one hand and on the
other to be focused only on our needs, wants and
desires.

Interestingly enough, while we have an apple
as our symbol this week, it never mentions original
sin. And yet over the years and years we have in a
sense simplified the story and made it seem as if we
are only inheritors of this act — that we live in a state
of sin because of what Adam and Eve did. But the
essential fact of the story is that it illustrates our
human condition. The bottom line is that each
person, whether it be Adam or Eve or you or I, are
directly responsible for himself/herself. We are free
to make bad choices, choices that conflict with the
perfection for which God created them. The fact is
that the accumulation of bad choices around us often
weighs against each person’s choice to make right
choices. If I live in a community that is continually
turning its back on the goodness of God or the ways
in which God is calling us it is increasingly difficult
for me to make a right choice. But in spite of that it
is my responsibility to make right choices — to do
God’s will, to love and care and create harmony.

Our Lenten time — this time now — is a time
to recognize how we are tempted — lured — cajoled
by the forces that surround us.

It is imperative that we do this now — that we
realize the opportunities we have now to be saved
and to be whole.

Our task this Lent is great — we have forty
days to look at what lures us and draws us into
ourselves and away from our God. And it can seem
to be a lot. But we don’t do it alone. We do it
together as pilgrims together and we do it being
loved so much by our merciful and good God.

Let us not hesitate. The time is now.

Counsels (fompai)

God proves and purifies everyone to see to
prepare us for the task He has given us. God tests
his servants to see if they are fit and ready to be
used by him. He tested Abraham to sacrifice Isaac
to prove his faith and to strengthen his hope in
God’s promises. He tested the Israelites for more
than 400 years in Egypt, but they did not forget
God. In the same way, God will continue to test us.
He will allow Satan to tempt us and Satan will try
his best to get us to choose our will over God’s
will. If Satan can’t make us renounce our faith or to
commit sin mortally, he will then try to get us to
make choices that will lead us, little by little, away
from what God wants for us.

Like Jesus, let us use God’s word to fight
our daily temptations. Let us read and reflect on it
daily. Instead of our iPad and iPhone, bring the
Bible wherever we go. Let us invoke the power of
the Holy Spirit to help us in our weakness. The
Lord gives grace to the humble who acknowledge
their dependence on him (James 4:6)

God wants us to “fight the good fight of the
faith” (1 Tm 6:12) with the power and strength
which comes from the Holy Spirit. This Lent God
is asking us to fast and pray with Him. Feel the
hunger pangs, pray like we’ve never prayed before.
Read the Holy Bible. Go to confession regularly,
receive the Eucharist daily. Resist the worldly
temptations of the devil by tithing generously to
our Church, our favorite charity, and to those who
are in need. Be radical in loving God! Be radical in
loving the poor, the sick and lonely people around
us by supporting our community mission. As
members of this community, God is pruning and
preparing us for the task that He prepared for us.
Archbishop Lagdameo reiterated Jesus’ call to His
disciples by exhorting our community to “Put out
into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”
(Lk 5:4) Be fishers of men not just for our own
countrymen but for all peoples in the world.

God’s saving work continues up to this day.
We as God’s disciples continue His divine plan by
proclaiming the Good News that Jesus Christ is our
Savior from sin and death. Do not let this Lenten
Season pass us by without doing anything for God.
Rather, allow ourselves to suffer and die for Him.
By doing so, we rejoice and share His new life at
Easter.

Directions:

1. Soak in the word of God and pray

2. Go to confession regularly and receive the Holy
Eucharist daily

3. Observe fasting and abstinence




L Savie Dan Dare § MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS |

Disciples Assembly/DLC Meeting
Mar 12, 1-5pm ® Committed & Covenanted Disciples

Women’s Commission - Day of Reflection
Mar. 19 * 9am-4pm ® Seton Hall University
Online registration: www.rcan.org/womcom/

ISAIAH S8/ SERVICE MINISTRY
Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
Every 2" Frlday after Worship @ Fellowship area

Community Retreat
Mar. 26 ® 9am-7pm * St. Mary’s
Contact: Pastoral Ministry pastoral@bldnewark.com

AFCCPC 16 National Convention

(Alliance of Filipino Catholic Charismatic Prayer Communities)
July 1-3 ¢ Sheraton Meadowlands Conference Center
2 Meadowlands Plaza, E. Rutherford, NJ
Our very own Richard dela Fuente will be presenting.
Request registration forms from Frank/Malou

Venadas @ bobbitski@hotmail.com or 973-562-0055
SPECIAIL: ANNOUNCEMENT

Every Wed. (starting Mar. 16) 8-9pm at St. Andrew’s
Msgr. Paul Schetelick, Bayonne’s St. Andrew’s
Church pastor, is requesting our assistance for their
first parish LSS, which will culminate with the
Baptism on April 30. Volunteers from BLD are
needed to serve as under-shepherds for the candidates.
For addition info, please contact ...

MISSION
Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza Passaic, NJ 07055
Monthly, every 2" Sat. Volunteers are needed.
Mar 12 ¢ Singles * Contacts Manny/Arlene
Mangalonzo @) singles@bldnewark.com ¢ Audie/Vulet
Chong @ institutional@bldnewark.com

Make Covenant News
A Part of Your Covenant Life!

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

LSS 306
Apr. 1-3 * St. Mary’s Auditorium
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano @ Isa@bldnewark.com

Under-Shepherd Volunteers Needed

Youth Ministry Retreat
April 16 * Saturday e St. Mary’s
Washing Of The Feet / Agony In The Garden
Contact: Youth Tricord @ ycs@bldnewark.com

O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, Hear me.
From the desire of being esteemed,
From the desire of being loved...
From the desire of being extolled ...
From the desire of being honored ...
From the desire of being praised ...
From the desire of being preferred to others...
From the desire of being consulted ...
From the desire of being approved ...
Deliver me, Jesus
From the fear of being humiliated ...
From the fear of being despised...
From the fear of suffering rebukes ...
From the fear of being calumniated ...
From the fear of being forgotten ...
From the fear of being ridiculed ...
From the fear of being wronged ...
From the fear of being suspected ...
That others may be loved more than I,
That, in the opinion of the world,
others may increase and I may decrease ...
That others may be chosen and I set aside ...
That others may be esteemed more than I ...
That others may be praised and [ unnoticed ...
That others may be preferred to me in everything...
That others may become holier than I,
provided that I may become as holy as I should...
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.

Marriage Encounter 37
May 13-15 ¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ
Contacts: Nick/Island Raagas @ nlraagas@yahoo.com
* Gary/Mil Camacho @ mla@bldnewark.com

Singles Encounter 26
Jun. 3-5 ¢ Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, NY
Contact: Manny/Arlene Mangalonzo @
singles@bldnewark.com

Ignorance of the Bible
1s Ignorance of Chirist.
Read vour Bible daialy!

TEACHING CALENDAR

3/11  Youth Teaching

3/18  Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation

3/19  Christian Maturity I * LSS 33 (ME33/SPE11)
Gifts & Fruit of the Holy Spirit ®* LSS 34 &
35, SPE12

Respect For Human Life ® Community

3/25  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation

Fri: after worship; *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s, At Reunion

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000
T . oRDS PROVISTION
WERERK HNDING MAR. 4, 2011
Collections Actual YTD

Tithe/Love Offering 3,280 29,175

Financial details are available to all members through treasury(@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

CN auchives are cvailalble online at www.bldnewark.con!
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Pr. Brendan Williams is
Spiritaal Pirgcctor for
March 26
Community Recollection

Fr. Brendan is the pastor of the St. Veronica's
Parish in Howell- Diocese of Trenton. He is the
diocese’s liaison to the Bishop of the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, a member of the National
Service Committee for the US Catholic Charismatic
Renewal, and for a good number of years, the
president of the New Jersey Charismatic Conference.

He is a much sought-after, Spirit-filled preacher
and retreat master. Fr. Brendan gave the recollection
at BLD Washington last year. Although we had not
given him ample notice, Fr. Brendan cancelled his
March 26" schedule in order to be available to us.

The March 26 Community Recollection will focus
on the Lord's call to cast into deeper waters and the
new BLD Vision and Mission. Fr. Brennan will guide
the community into reflection and discernment of the
messages the Holy Spirit wants to deliver to us.

Fr.
Brendan
Williams

We thank and praise God for blessing us with the
precious gift of Fr. Brendan!
Community Recollection
9am-5:30 pm @ St. Mary’s Auditorium
All BLD members are welcomel

Please plan to attend this momentous
community event and remember to bring your
biblesto the recollection as Fr. Brendan refers to
the bible frequently in his reflections.
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COuU NS IO s
I isten to Himm

THEME:  Those who obey the Word of God will
grow in holiness.

WoORD:  Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22; 2 Tm
1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9

ORDER:  “Thisis my beloved Son, with whom | am

well pleased. Listen to Him.” (Mt. 17:5)
REFLECTION:

There was quiet beauty and serenity on that mountaintop as
Peter, James and John waited for Jesusto pray. Jesus Stuated
Himsdf alittle digance from the gpodtlesto pray. It was His
time with His Faher and He needed tha communion,
eypedidly as the condugon of His misson on eath is
drawing dosar. Suddenly, the vel over Jesus humanity was
lifted, and the Son of Man was reveded to the three chosen
gpodles for Who Heisand whet Heis. He was trandfigured
before them. He was shown in the glory and mgesty of God,
eternd, unchangeable, and everlaging. Moses and Hlijah
came to converse with Him, the Glory of the Lord covered
them and a voice was heard from heaven, “This is my
beoved Son, with whom | amwell pleased. Ligen toHim.”
(Mt 17:5)

Wha an amazing gift to see Jesus indesribable,
incandescent and dl haly. It is an eyewitness account which
draws Chrigians for the past 2,000 years to dedre the same
avesome experience on that holy mountain. It was a
moment when the earth stood till and gloried in the presence
of thar King, where mortas with fear and trembling lay
prostrate on the ground a the sound of God's voice, “Listen
toHim.”

We are commanded to lisen to Jesus by God the Father for
he has “ called usto a haly life, not according to our works
but according to His own desgn..” (2 Tm 1.9). The
readings this Sunday show the flow of God's mercy in our
lives as He encourages and guides usin our Chridianwalk.

.. Continued on page 3

Promise of the Week

"Twill make you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing." (Gen12:2)




How The Word Challenges Us

Yes, my friends, our Lenten Journey has begun as
we move from the Ordinary Time of the Church
Calendar Year into this Season of Lent. Right away
during this first week of Lent we have heard in the
Mass readings the invitation of the Lord to depend on
His Word. In Isaiah 55:11 the Lord proclaims to the
Israglites, and to a greater extent to us in our own
generation, these words. “ So shall my word be that
goes forth from my mouth; It shall not return to me
void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for
which | sentit.” In essence then, all of usareinvited
by the Lord to enter into His Word as He offers us
severa challenges.

Thefirst challenge that the Lord gives usisto hear
the “Word” that “goes forth from” His “mouth”.
During this time, there are steps we may take to
accomplish this task. Firstly, are we really ready to
hear His Word? Or are we too busy doing the “things
of the Lord” to hear what He is exactly telling us to
do? Are our lives like Martha or our lives like Mary
who knelt at His feet and adored Him? Secondly,
once hearing His Word, are we willing to act upon
His Word? Thirdly, are we ready to take His Word
and accomplish what He wants us to do with it and
not use His Word to accomplish our own agendas and
plans for our lives and for those of our loved ones?

The second challenge that the Lord gives us is to
“return to” Him the results or what | like to describe
as the “fruits’ of His Word. By His Word, al of us
are invited by the Lord to return to Him as much fruit
as He wills it to be done. During our 2011 Lenten
Journey, will we “achieve the end for which” the
Lord “sent” us? Will we be willing to forego our
natural tendencies to be self-sufficient, and depend on
the Lord for everything? Will we be willing to
forego our inclinations to please ourselves or others
by making personal sacrifices so that at the end of
this Lenten Journey we have become closer to the
Lord? Will we be able to examine our consciences at
the end of this Lenten Season and be able to see some
discernable progress in our spiritual lives? If so, we
will be blessed to hear the Lord say to us, “Weéll
done, My good and faithful servant. Since you were
faithful in small matters, | will give you great
responsibilities. Come, share your Master’s joy.”
(Mt 25:21)

Out of the Depthas of
My Soul

“Out of the depths | call to you, LORD; Lord,
hear my cry! May your ears be attentive to my cry
for mercy,” prayed the psalmist in Psalm 130. Thisis
one of severa penitential Psalms sung by pilgrims.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph probably prayed this while on
pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

Let us consider these words. Out of what depths?

First, out of the depths of our hearts, broken and
contrite that the Lord may enter in. Second, in our
case, out of the depths of our sinfulness and
separation from God, that we, with the psamigt,
might cry out for mercy to our All-loving God Who
desires nothing more than to restore us, His sons and
daughters, to His grace and favor by showering
mercy upon us through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Next,
out of the depths of our lack of holiness that He might
sanctify us through the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Out of the depths of our littleness and nothingness
before the Almighty, Who, in His immeasurable Love
has carved our names on the hands of His Son and
has counted the hairs on our heads. Out of the depths
of our misery and pan before a loving and
compassionate Father, Who knows and experiences
our pain with us and Who holds our tears in His
flask. Out of the depths of our joys before a God
Who delights and rejoices over us, Who loves us just
the way we are, only too much to let us stay that way.

Out of the depths of our frail humanity, which He
loved so much that He desired, in an act that baffled
even some of His angels, to become one with us, His
creatures, in all things except sin. Out of the depths
of our trust in Him, that He has not left us orphans,
that He has an appointed task for each of us to
continue the work He started, building His kingdom,
that we might be called members of His own family.

Out of these depths, the depths of our soul, is where
prayer happens and where we truly come to know
God. On Feb 2, 2011, Mother Mary told visionary
Mirjana Soldo at Medjugorje:

“Proper prayer comes from the depth of your heart,
from your suffering, from your joy, from your seeking
the forgiveness of sins. This is the way to come to
know the right God [God as Hereally isin His Love]
and by that also yourselves, because you are created
according to Him. Prayer will bring you to the
fulfillment of my desire, of my mission here with you,

to the unity in God's family. Thank you."




Ministry Matters:
Family Life Apostolate (FLA)

A family, in the smplest term, is the union of aman
and a woman aong with their offspring. In the Holy
Scripture the Israglites were divided into tribes and clans,
and the clans were made up of “ancestrd houses’ or
families. It was to this extent that families followed the
descent from famous ancestors, such as the “house of
David’. The family was dso a unit in worship, and the
books of wisdom speak of the goodness of a family, its
blessing and the rearing of children (Prv 20:20; 4:1-5; Sir
7:18-36).

The Chrigtian family congtitutes specific revelaions
and a redization of ecclesad communion, and for this
reason it can and should be called adomestic church. It is
a community of faith, hope and charity; it assumes
sngular importance in the church, as is evident in the
New Testament (CCC2204). It isin this context that the
Family Life Apostolate (FLA) is built upon.

With the firm bdlief that the family is the primary
vehicle for spiritua growth, the Family Life Apostolate
was designed to explore the dynamics of faith growth
and faith sharing in Catholic families and to develop new
initiatives for promoting fath maturity in families
throughout the entire family cycle. This is a unique
community effort to create new pastora and faith-based
gpproachesto fostering spiritua growth in families.

The FLA bdieves that: as the family is a community
of lifeand lovein serviceto God's kingdom, it isalso the
primary context for faith growth and faith sharing; as the
family is a privileged locae for encountering God in
everyday life experiences, the family life cycle stages
provide aframework for faith growth in the entire family
system.

The Family Encounter Weekend is one of the
highlights of the BLD Community's various activities. It
offers the family a chance to rekindle and affirm each
family member's love and reationship with one another.
To some families, broken by maligned ideas of our
corrupt society, this weekend could be the beginning of a
hedling for alifetime. For those whose rel ationships have
been dienated by pressng circumstances, this could be
the time to atain that pristine and wholesome need to
reach out to loved ones and mend their differences and
begin alifefull of hope and love. Let usdl remember the
Word of God: " grace was given to each of usaccording
to the measure of Chrid's gift... for building up the
body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of faith
and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
to the extent of the full stature of Christ." (Ephesians
4:7,12-13)

COUNS K LS (fompage 1)
Hrd, He promises to bless us and second, He promises to
meke usbeablessingto athersaswall.

Our physicd senseshave nat hed the privilege beholding
the Heavenly Body of our Lord, but we have had the
privilege of repestedly witnessng the spiritud glory of His
presence in our lives Thisisavdidation of our cdling, just
as Jesuswas dfirmed by the Fether on the mountain, and just
asthe gpodleswere ebleto tedtify to the Truth of Jesus Chrigt
unto deeth.

As acommunity, our hearts must be attuned to the voice
of God. We mug be actively ligening to His leading and
direction so thet we may not go wrong in the path thet He has
st for us We mugt have the boldness and confidence to
exercisethisfree gift of apersond reationship with our Lord.
A rdationship so intimate that we can hear Him and rlaeto
Him as an active presence in our lives. Ligening to Him
reguires a ddiberate choice to shut out the chaos around us
and center oursdvesin Him. It isimportant to bein agate of
grace 0 that our hearts may be wecoming to His presence.
Jud as in any conversation, God spesks to us in different
ways, SO we must be discerning. He can spesk to us through
His Word, our thoughts, through conversation with others
and through drcumdances We can request a brother or
gder to pray with us to confirm or vaidate the message we
have recaived. To have theright atitude to listen to God, we
mus desire to do Hiswill. God honors the heart thet is fully
surrendered to Him.

FHndly, citicd to an intimate rdationship with God, isa
humble spirit. We need to condantly check our hearts for
pride and fase humility. A proud heart is a sumbling block
in God's work, for it has its own agenda Pride is an
abomination to the Lord (Prv 16:5). Jud like Peter offering
to build the tents, we tend to want to improve on God's plan,
second guessing Hiswill, and findly failing to respond with
wisdom. On the other hand, when our Spirit is right with
God, He can use us mightily to bless others. We are able to
witness to our family and friends and lead them to God. We
are able to gpeak God's truth in the lives of others We are
able to uplift, encourage, bring heding to bdievers ad
evangdize hearts to turn back to Jesus We are cdled to
persevere and continue to reech out to others.

May our Good Lord preserve us and kegp us as one.
May we respond to His voice in unity of spirit, loving and
upporting one another in our Chrigtian wak. “bear your
share of hardship for the gospd with the drength that
comesfrom God.” (2im 1:8b)

Directions. = Bear your share of hardship for the
gospel with the strength that comes
from God.

= Get out of your comfort zones.




| Old Mission

As a communion of encountered individuals, couples,  In response to the challenges of our particular place,

and families, we are called by the Lord; time and culture:

« To build communities of disciples of Jesus Christ ~ For our families: _ B .
who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, will renew + We will evangelize families and build
and strengthen our Christian faithful; communities of faith through encounters, Life in

« Through programs of Christian Encounters U\‘/e Spl_lr;t S_emlPar S Z‘Ed disci pleshlp;ormgtl?n. |

Marriage Encounters, Family Encounters, Singles  © Y/ WIIl gIve Tormalion on personal and family
(Encoug?ers, Solo ParentsyEncounters, Yguth pr:éyer, pr(glslg'e values, Catholic social teachings
Encounters), and Life in the Spirit Seminars; and stewaraship.

= ' : For our communities:
« Through programs of Discipleship Formation, ™ \wewill actively participate in the life and mission

Spiritual  Growth and Pastoral Care aimed at of the Church in accord with our God-given gifts.

developing intercessors, ~worship  leaders,  For our country:

shepherds, teachers, and witnesses; « We will work on poverty aleviation through
« And through programs promoting servant scholarships, housing for the poor and advocacies

|eadership and poverty alleviation in society. for life, environment and good governance.
| Sl N s Or  hewy Vieier ]

o We are acommunion of individuals, couples, and « We are a community of disciples inspired by the
families called together as one people through a Holy Spirit to be living witnesses for
moment of encounter and the process of renewal transformation in Christ to bring about a world of
to arelationship of faith, hope, and love of God. justice, human development and true peace

. We are reconciled with the Fther by our sving
faith in Jesus Christ, our renewing trust in the 1. What significant changes do you discern in our
Holy Spirit, and our uniting compassion with one new vision and mission?
another. _ _ o 2. Apostolate response: How do you think these

« We are blessed with personal gifts - spiritual and changes will impact:
natural, innate or acquired - which we yield to the You Y our Apostolate

Word and the Spirit. We give freely and fully of Y our District our Global Community
oursalves, love and serve one another as we seek 3. What commitments are you willing to make to

and proclai_m GOd’-S K_ingdom. fruitfully realize our new Vision and Mission in
» We commit, &s disciples of Jesus, to speak the your District? In the Global Community?

words and do the deeds of Christ among all

peoples and nations to whom we are called by the COMMUNITY CALENDAR \

Lord. L SS 36
Apr. 1-3 « S Mary s Auditorium
Women’s Commission - Day of Reflection Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano @ |sa@bldnewark.com
Mar. 19 » 9am-4pm e Seton Hall University Youth Ministry Retr eat
Online registration: www.rcan.org/womcom/ April 16 « St. Mary's

< < Washing Of The Feet / Agony In The Garden
AFCCPC 16*" National Convention . :
(Alliance of Filipino Catholic Charismatic Prayer Communities) Contact: ¥ outh Tricord @ ycs@bldnewark.com

July 1-3  Sheraton Meadowlands Conference Center TEACHING CALENDAR |
2 Meadowlands Plaza, E. Rutherford, NJ 3/19  Christian Maturity | « LSS 33 (ME33/SPE1L)
Our very own Richard dela Fuente will be presenting. G'ft§5& Slglglltzd the Holy Spirit + LSS 34 &
Request registration forms from Frank/Malou R St EorH Lifes C it
Venadas @ bobbitski @hotmail.com or 973-562-0055 espect Far Humen L1t = Lommurity

Fri: after worship; * Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary's, *At Reunion
For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.SA.
Under-Shepherd Volunteers Needed www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000
T OoRDS PROVISTON

Every Wed. (starting Mar. 16) 8-9pm at St. Andrew’s
Msgr. Paul Schetelick, Bayonne's St. Andrew’s
Church pastor, is requesting our assistance for their

WERK IENDING MAR. 4, 2011

first parish LSS, which will culminate with the __Collections Actual YTD

Baptism on April 30. Volunteers from BLD are Tithe/L ove Offering 3,995 33,170
needed to serve as under-shepherds for the candidates. Firendd detallsareavalabletodl membersthrough treesury@bldnewark com
Contact Mon/Bingle Chan @ chanmb@optonline.net Thank you for your continued support!

A soft copy of this CN caw be found at www.bldnewark.net, click ovw Covenant News.
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Catholic Men’s Conference 2011 The Samaritan Woman and Mission

“As iron sharpens iron, so man sharpens his fellow THEME: Those who obey the Word of God will b
man.” (Proverbs 27:17) made right in His sight.
SOUTH ORANGE—Once again in numbersWorD: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-
beyond expectations, fathers, sons, uncles and Jn 4:5-42
brothers from throughout the Archdiocese of NewarlOrRDER “God is Spirit, and those who worshij
and beyond joined in spiritual fellowship at thérdh Him must worship in Spirit and truth” (Jn
Catholic Men’'s Conference. More than 2,500 4:24)

participants filled the Seton Hall Indoor Field OI‘IREFLECTION
Saturday, March 5 for the two-tier English and :
Spanish eight-hour program. Walter Wade, th
Conference emcee and one of the primary propone
of the conference and Men’s Commission, describg
the event as “a gathering of men seeking a deef
relationship with God and stronger participation i
parish life. 2,500-strong men gathered in one plag
thinking and talking all day about Jesus.”
Everyone present on that blessed day reflected {
the powerful presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Jacob's well to rest and t
was clear that once again He has called all obus t await the return of His
great ministry and more than 2,500 men were movetlsciples who had gone into a Samaritan town to |
by the Holy Spirit. It was a blessing to be parsoth food. When the woman came to draw water from
a spiritual day where many men found Jesus in theell, Jesus ignored His own need to rest and sp
Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Eucharist, in theith her. His request for a drink to quench Higghi
Holy Hour and in the Word that was proclaimed bybroke the social stigma that the culture at theeti
many inspired speakers one of whom was 1987 Supslaced on the Samaritans. He used their conversal
bowl Champion Giants defensive lineman Chriso awaken in the woman her unrecognized thirst
Godfrey. Citing his success on the football fiellla God.
later in the business world, he declared ‘it all The Samaritan woman's encounter with the Lg
happened because | said too many prayers.” Godfregcame a life-changing event- her convers
explained that prayer is not a form or admission ahoment. The Messiah blessed her with the truth 1at1
weakness or failure. Prayer is the source angth, Himself. He gave her access to the Living Water
of faith and of hope. the Holy Spirit, through whom she can worship t
In  summary, thegs Father in Spirit and truth. What was her respon:
Conference's challengg She had come to draw water from the well (Jn 4;
to the audience was t@m ~ After encountering the Lord, continued on page 3

candidly measure theilfi R ‘! Prowmise of the Weelk

| strength.
internal spiritual streng .. the water | shall give you will become in him a

Igr?tinuegitnhggge 4 male \ “ sp.ring of water welling up to eternal life.{Jn 4:14b)

In the narrative of the
Samaritan woman at thg
well, Jesus provides us
with lessons valuable tg
the realization of our new
community vision and
mission.

Tired from His
journey, Jesus sat by
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Ignorance of the Bible iy ignorance of Chwist. Read your Bilble daily!




Whose Leaves Never Fade  WkHhat AbHbout Me?

“They are like a tree planted near streams of water  “But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because
that yields its fruits in season; its leaves never your brother was dead and has come to life again
wither; whatever they do prospers(Psalm 1:3) he was lost and has been found.uke 16:32)
Psalm 1 — the preface to the whole Hebrew Book The Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-3P)
of Psalters outlines the lot of the good and of thegcuses primarily on the younger son who left ljis
wicked. Verse 3, reveals a straight-forward gua@nt father, squandered all his inheritance and wenk bjac
that the person who lives according to God's Worgy hjs father with great repentance for his sinise 1
rather than according to the world’s wisdom, Wil b t5iher rejoiced on the return of his son and held a
like “a tree planted near running water, That yieldS¢east with fattened calf. On the other hand, thieol
its fruit in due season; and Wk,]ose leaves nevee,fadson who never left his father became very angry. [He
[WhFe)ltever h.e dﬁebs’ prospers.] 5 h shared his grievances with his father that he neyver
rosperin He revx’/’ meansto pus orwarq to received such treat from him not even a young ggat.
pass throughto get on’ It carries the idea of thriving So the father said,nfy son, you are here with mé
Fer
et

and succeeding in everything one does - the mdrks 0 . : _
a truly blessed man whose blessedness comes r%v[vays, everything | have is yours{Luke 15:31)

from outward circumstances, but from his inward Translat(?‘d In our modern tJmes, the (_)Ider brot
separation from the worldly, and unity with God.eTh would say, "How about me?” After doing aII’ th
delight of the truly blessed man, is to meditate oghores and jollowmg your house rules, | don’t

God's word, His precepts, statutes and testimonie@PPreciated.

b

day and night. In this wape is rooted as a tree This household scenario is not uncommon. [or
taking nourishment from a stream which shall nevegxample, in a family with a son who has dryg
dry up addiction, the father gives extra attention to tne

All of the foregoing simply send me into joyful Problem child and celebrates the recovery of the go
reminiscence about life iBukas-Loob sa Diyos He forgets at times to appreciate the other siblihg
Covenant Community — where | gained a thorough does well in school and follows house rules. Mqst
understanding and complete trust in God whoften the good son will ask, “how about me?” Hgw
lovingly created me to be fruitful. That fruit wihic about in our community? Are there members wpno
God has always wanted to produce in me is true Lovalso ask, how about me? After all | have done in [ny
love for Him supremely, and for my neighborsministry!
equally. It is a basic human need to be appreciated jnd

The Community had truly transformed my life joved. Everyone wants to be appreciated for thedgpo
mightily in ways | can appreciate only now. Afterdeeds. But our ever loving God sees all of us as|we
every commission of sin, my fruitfulness renders megre, whether we have done great or small things.|As
to be ‘out of seasofi.But | can always come back to trye followers of Christ, whatever we do, God would
God, be truly hpm%n again, and brgught INt0 &3y to us “you are here with me always, everything
wonderful continuity, ...frU|t_|n its season”. _ | have isyours.” We do not have to behave like tHe

Surely, in this economically depressed time a”ﬂrodigal son to get the attention and love of dur
declining society, we have all the opportunitiesé .merciful God. For we know that He will always love
S\l;érgefgtsstegg é?ewgﬁ(riﬂgair;]d tﬁgecgﬂﬁggllnoefsjnggg;as no matter what. While we should reach out to ur

' A : ..’lost brothers and sisters to bring them back to {pur
people and standing in the way of sinners anchgitti BLD community, we should be reassured that dur

in the seat of scornful antagonists, we will becaame ~~. God will t t th d of .
healthy tree amidst an otherwise desolate fore:{?v'ng 0d Will say 1o us f‘ € end ot our journey
everything | have is yours”.

(Psalm 1:1-3)
One who meditates on the law of God will derive

strength and life from his meditation; he is likéree Be 7
planted near water, takes root, grows #@sdleaves
will never fadebecause it has enough moisture. Arrow
Lord Jesus, move powerfully to transform my life TAoacrz&= 7
radically. Let go of anything that binds me to the crre Goce”’
world. Free me from the temptations that threatgn m Pyl 46:11
relationship with you. Strengthen me with your love (pa/ra/ph/ra/'y@d/)

so that | can freely live for you each day. Amen.




COUNS IS (fompage 1) How Would L.ove Decide?
Often, the answer won’t be easy

But in almost any situation we may face
The question is really quite simple

How would Love decide?

Should | shout at my child?

Or could | gently reprimand?

Indulge in anger at my spouse?

Or calmly talk it out?

In the many big and small things throughout the da
When we consider, what to do, what to say
ﬁXay it be the arbiter of reaction

How would Love decide?

Shall | frown or smile?

Shall I ignore or listen?

she left her water jar behind and went into thertoav
testify to Jesus (Jn 4:28ff). Many Samaritans @it th
town began to believe in Jesus because of the wford
the woman. She became a missionary.

Compare the action of the woman when she went
into town with that of the disciples of Jesus. \Whil
both were on an errand, it was the woman who
witnessed Jesus to the townspeople, not the descipl
Why didn't they when they knew Him well? Was it
because the Samaritans were different? Or were th
just too hungry and eager to return quickly to Ses
that they could eat together in fellowship?

The disciples' return gave the Lord another
opportunity to teach and transform them. He dedline,,,. .
their offer to eat the food they bought and spoke Wélycailﬁ Iral)(r?li?/?in my pocket
the food of which they did not know, the food that.l.O help a poor and hungry man
they too should hunger for- to obey the Fatherls wi Which way would Love decide
and complete His work. To be a disciple of Christ When a marriage struggles
means to embrace His life and mission. The Lord's Which way would Love decide
message on mission was clear: "look up and see that In the case of unborn child?
the fields are ripe for the harvest...l sent youdapr The right answer is seldom eaéy
what you have not worked for..." What was theT e right path can be very hard
diﬁciplehs' :je_:sp_o?se? We ?ele this at the Penfcg)égtin letting Love decide
when the disciples’ prayerful waiting was grace :
the gift of the Holy Spirit, the power of God whg %\Iways, Love t0o, is the reward.

equipped them for their mission to the ends of the Healing Prayer
earth. Lord Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirft
Applications in community: go back into my memory as | sleep. Every hurt th

We find a parallel between the Samaritdrhas ever been done to me, heal that hurt. Evety h
woman'’s enthusiastic witnessing for Jesus with duihat | have ever caused another person, heal tinat
new members’ zeal in evangelizing their familiesl a(l All the relationships that have been damaged i
friends. This is proof that one does not have tabg My whole life that | am not aware of, heal those
covenant disciple or a full-term district to serive | relationships. But, O Lord, if there is anythingtth
mission. Consider how she evangelized: “Come sepnged to do, if I need to go to a person because he
man who told me everything | have done.” When wéhe is still suffering from my hand, bring to my
evangelize, let us witness to God's action in dfgr || awareness that person. | choose to forgive, ast | 4
and invite them to an encounter with Christ. Let }i$0 be forgiven.
not merely sign them up for the weekend or recryiit Remove whatever bitterness may be in my hegt
them into the community. Lord, and fill the empty spaces with Your love. Amn

We also find a parallel between the disciples’ laclevangelize. Second, we should not confine j
of evangelization zeal with the decreased involveme evangelization to people like us but we should e
in evangelization among many of our older membersut to people of other ethnic backgrounds. Go
If each one of us actively evangelized and browght Church is the universal church. We are in Ameri
least one couple or person to our encounters a®l L®ur community should reflect the face of the Chur
every year, we will not experience dwindling classe in America.
right? DIRECTIONS:

We can also draw two other lessons from Jesus’ Be a living witness to your ministry an
example. One is that we should use every possible community through your faith and good works.
opportunity to evangelize, to share the wonderfub Quench your thirst for living water throug
things God does for us. We don't have to wait far t faithful attendance in worship, teachings a
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official start of the new encounter or LSS cycle #& retreats.




Catholic Men’s Conference 2011 MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

identity has been obscured in today’s culture, that MISSION

many men typically take the “easy way out’ Soup Kitchen

preferring to define themselves by their chosen Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwi
careers or material possessions. Many are afraid t@®very 4th Sat. of the monthMar 26 * Secretariat
bring Christ in a conversation. Our real identisy |  Contacts: Fil/Hum @ecretariat@bldnewark.com
being a son of God. As a man, as a son of God, ouraudie/Vulet Chong @nstitutional@bldnewark.com

main responsibility is to bring our family and fnes SECRETARIAT
to God, to have all of them experience the depth|of Replacement IDs and database updates, will tak(p
His love. placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Community Retreat LSS 36
Mar. 26 » 9am-7pme St. Mary's Apr. 1-3 » St. Mary’s Auditorium

Contact: Pastoral Ministgyastoral@bldnewark.com

AFCCPC 16" National Convention A
(Alliance of Filipino Catholic Charismatic Prayeo@munities) Youth Ministry Retreat

July 1-3 ¢ Sheraton Meadowlands Conference Center April 16 « St. Mary's
2 Meadowlands Plaza, E. Rutherford, NJ Washing Of The Feet / Agony In The Garden

Contact: Youth Tricord @cs@bldnewark.com
Marriage Encounter 37

Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriano lga@bldnewark.com

Our very own Richard dela Fuente will be presentin
Request registration forms from Frank/Malou

My Covenant with God « Gary/Mil Camacha@ mla@bldnewark.com
Father, | want to find a new relationship with You Singles Encounter 26

and the new life You are promising. | want to know jun. 3-5« Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, NY

You more fully. I want to have You change my life Contact: Manny/Arlene Mangalonz®
and give me the power to live in a better way. To singles@bldnewark.com
allow You to do this, | promise to live a life |&y the Solo Parent Encounter 1
Holy Spirit, to set aside a period of prayer eaafl b | june 24-26+ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
seek You on my own, to pray with the communityzpplications available after worship. Contacts: illac
each week, and to share with others how | am gmWinyizcayno 914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-99
and what difficulties | am experiencing. | wish to Family Encounter 18
allow You the chance to give me those good things July 15-17+ Malvern Retreat House, PA
You have promised. Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinidaghx.cmt314@comcast.net
Our soul awaits in the Lord, He is our help and Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com
shield; our hearts rejoice in Him, we trust in Hizly
name. Lord, let your love rest on us as our hope M4 1T EACHING CALENDR
rested in You. /25  Golden Year_s& Intercessory Formation
We renounce Satan and all wrongdoings. W48 Youth Teaching _—
believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that He tied #/9-10 Teachers Development By Invitation
free us from our sins, and that He rose to bringews District Cluster - Covenanted/ Disciplees
life. We follow Jesus as our Lord. Lord Jesus Ghtis| 415 Intro to IntercessionME 36 & 37
want to belong to You from now on. | want to be Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation

freed from the dominion of darkness and the ruleof Teaching - _
Satan, and | want to enter into Your kingdom and & after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’sAt Reunion

Venadas @obbitski@hotmail.conor 973-562-0055 May 13-15« Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ
Contacts: Nick/Island Raaga@snlraagas@yahoo.con

part of Your people. | will turn away from all ship - It's v way of life!
wrongdoings, and | will avoid everything that leadil BN @I A DR EJ 1O A% E=3 £ ©® I f

me to it. | ask You to forgive all the sins thabdve WEEK ENDING M A R.

committed. | offer my life to You, and | promise to Collections Actual YTD
obey You as my Lord. | ask You to soak me with theithe/Love Offering 4,208 37,378
gifts of the Holy Spirit especially, the gifts of Financialdetails are avaiable to all nembersgmreasury@bldnewark.com
patience, humility and self-control. Thank you for your continued support!

CN awrchives are availalle at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newy.
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BEIRING FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CO U NS IS S
. o / . “Asthey prayed, the place where THE RAISING OF LAZARUS

R (g

Z they were gathered shook, and they We are children of light when we firml

were all filled with the Holy Spirit  THEME:  believe that Christ will raise us up to n€
N and continued to speak the word of life.
AR God with boldness.[Acts 4:31) WORD: Ezk 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;
We give high praise, honor and thanksgiving to Jn 11:1-45
our Almighty Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy BpirOrper: 1. Believe and you will see the glory of
in blessing our Life in the Spirit seminar held at God.
Divine Mercy Parish the weekend of April 2-3, 2011. 2. Be dead to sin and alive in the Spirit

Forty individuals have opened their hearts with thﬁEFLECTlON'
desire to have a personal conversion experiende wit Th : £ h - fFL i< th
the Holy Spirit. Led by our Spiritual Director FPaul e story of the raising of Lazarus Is the seve
Lehman and assisted by Fr. Mike Fugee, in prayer aff seven signs, revealed to us in the Gospel of.J
adoration, the candidates joyfully acclaimed th#hat narrates the wondrous deeds of Jesus to finave

powerful presence of the Holy Spirit. He is the Son of God. The account of this mirgp

Tears of joy were evident on their faces as thegads directly to the climax of the story about f
were hugged and kissed by their loved ones. Althougajsing of Lazarus and the greatest sign of afe
some graduates received flowers and gifts fromth‘?’fesurrection. Lazarus is presented as a token ef

n

ﬁgrenpeh Eredasr’inglﬁrt]?t: o?rt]ﬁefﬁz)rwlg%iri?" of them we real life that Jesus, the Resurrection and the, L

To God be the glory as we congratulate th@ives to all who believe in Him.
graduates of LSS #36: Adel, Michael; Cacabelo, Ironically, Jesus will soon after, be put to de:
Aldren; Calara, Gabriel; Canlas, Clara; Cubeldyecause of His gift of life to Lazarus. After tleesing
Jeremy; Curbita, Ed & Lisa; Daza, Mando & Necypf Lazarus from the dead, the “hour” of Jesus aegi
De Guzman, Michael; de Luna, Grace; Dumajohn's gospel is a progressive revelation of thueyg

fﬂﬁ?igzargggoaﬂgsangﬁzﬁie léexiirlléer?u(rst%?ﬁar? hli?d(isie'f God's only Son, who comes to reveal the Fat
' : ! ' nd then returns in glory to the Father. One cd

Ignacio, Glen; Jose, Justin; Laporte, Angel, Lir,1taga , : )
Rody & Arlene; Manansala, Tiffanie; Maramba,conclude that John's account of all seven sign® i
Rubelita; Marquez, Jon; Mercado, Lydia; Ornilloshow that in all that Jesus said and did, God w {
Clarisa; Postadan, Ryan; Raagas, Aiko; Rios, Akidepresent, actively revealing and "glorifying" t
Rosete, Kathleen; San Agustin, Matthew; Valeriangedemptive power of God's love. Through Jesus, €
Allison; Valeriano, Ashley; Vega, Elizabeth; Yago.though dead in sin, we can have life in His Name.

Mina, Yanto, Arnold & Christy; Yap, Joahna. While the miracle of raising Lazarus from tf

We welcome our new brothers and sisters i L :
Christ to our BLD Community. We pray that they Wmarave shows Jesus' divine power over death it

continue to grow in faith with Jesus as their hearfNtire account reveals to a large extent the hu
overflow with the Spirit of God. nature of Jesus. His love for Lazarus and hisrsisse

Thank you our Father in heaven for allowing us twery apparent. Martha's and Mary's accusation
feel Your love and experience Your awesom@esus' presence would have averted Lazarus' ¢

presence and the power of Your Most Holy Spirit 0Bhows not only their faith in ~ Continued on page 3

this victorious weekend. We pray that You wi > V=
preserve the peace and joy that has now filledrt Prm/z/ , the Wk’
“1 will put my spirit in you that you may live!.

hearts as they begin a new life with You. Prais¢obe
God. _ (Ezk 37:14a)
Ignorance of the Bible iy ignorance of Chwist. Read your Bible daily!
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THE WORK CONTINUES WHEREVER THE RIVER FLOWS

At the pool of Bethesda Jesus healed a man who When we were invited to a Marriage Encounter aln
was paralyzed for 38 years during the Sabbath so th8 Yyears ago, | was skeptical and hesitant. |

: ; : verwhelmed with a handicapped spouse who ne
Jews accosted him for doing Worl_< on this holy .daﬁssistance in all basic needs, mortgage and caeditiebts
Jesus answered thefiMy Father is at work until

: ; 2 rebellious teenagers, and the pressure of &éndl job.
now, so | am at work.” For this reason the Jewsed  During the ME, my spouse and | consecrated ouriager
all the more to kill him, because he not only broketo God and enthroned our Lord Jesus as the Rulanrc
the sabbath but he also called God his own fatherfamily. After our LSS, | surrendered all my probkero
making himself equal to Gad (Jn 5:17-18) St. God. | pleaded with Him to heal my spouse, helm wusir

. 1 material needs, give me peace of heart, and tremsfor
Thomas Aquinas in his Commentary on St. JONmivinto the Christian family that He wantedtobe.

regarding the above verses asserts that “God is the God is indeed an answering God. Our family atter
cause of all things in the sense that He also miaisit the Family Encounter and my 2 sons were so tounhéte
them in existence; for if for one moment He were t&loly Spirit that they decided to attend the LSS jaited
stop exercising His power, at that very momer{{’® newly formed Youth Group. We felt so blessed

everything that nature contains would cease td’exis cglrgrr:?utr?it; loving, welcoming, and prayerful BLDvdek

Jesus knowing that He will be going back to the My spiritual growth was slow and difficult. Manyrtes
Father delegated to His apostles the work thak stllwas tempted to turn back to my old ways. Forgigsrof
needs to continue. In His priestly prayer addregsirthose who have wronged me was a big stumbling itk

the Father He saitiAs you sent me into the world, so Ul patient and compassionate God never gave u

: } me. By faithful attendance to the formation progrdn
| sent them into the world (Jn 17:18) and then after realized how proud and self-righteous | was. Giidiiae

H.is resurrection Jesus spoke to Peter commandipgly Spirit helped me control my short temper atup S
him to “... Feed my lambs...Tend my sheep... Feedudging people according to my human standardsyeg
my sheep.’(Jn 21:15-17) more, read the Bible, attended the teachings dffeyethe

The work that started with the apostles through t::E)mmunlty, and avalled of the Sacraments espeq

o : - enance and Holy Eucharist. | even learned tatipeaiyloly
inspiration and guidance of the Holy Sprit o a?ﬁaryandtheChapletofDivine Mercy.

Pentecost Sunday has crossed the boundaries of all\jith a contrite heart, | accepted Jesus ChristaSod
nations and succeeding generations through thie fadnd Savior. The more | surrendered myself to Guali'she
of the martyrs and missionaries for the last 200Mmore my intimacy and personal relationship with loond

years. We have been blessed through our Cathoflsus grew. He has now become my close brothér

: i - end, and confidant who loves me unconditionally.
heritage, and now as disciples of Jesus in the BL Praise and thank God whose mercy endures for

community, to be part of this mission to continugonrary to the doctors’ prediction that my spasisealth
building up the kingdom in our respective districtswould continue to progressively deteriorate, myuspc
The fruit of our work sometimes could be seen i thbecame functional and could walk again. Our prédigas
lives of those who have expressed their joy invatgi  turned away from the sins of their youth and becactiee
participating in the life of our community and iner 1N the BLD community. The Holy Spirit graduall

: . transformed my family into a God-loving domes
parish. Other results could not be visibly seemly 0 chyrch, However, our family continues to have sriaist

the Lord knows where they are now or what He hagke other families, including' my major heart atand job
planned for them. layoff. By the grace of God, | persevere in senktign in

Recently the community celebrated its 25 BLD, my parish, and the ministry to the sick anarpd

Anniversary and during last February's inter-ditri truly believe that only God knows what is bestfa and |

e . have to trust Him completely. He has turned m
conference there was a new Vision and Mission thagemingly bad situations in my family into blessirig

emerged after prayerful discernment of our eldersglisguise.
The Vision points us to the state we hope our My spouse and | brought all the spiritual rich

stepping stones that will guide us in achieving thiﬁ]aeri?aEp?gdersgggu%egﬂk%rgggseg&hgn%r%%%gfyc?g%

new vision. Our Global Spiritual Director hasgyr older son and the wife he met in BLD just jdittee last
challenged us not to rest in the shallow watersast ME weekend while our younger son remains an a(
successes but to open up new doors in evangelizatiyember of the Singles Ministry. God’s blessingsr e

. . . in abundance. Now in my golden years, | am so heon
and to ‘Cast our nets into the deep wate(Lk 5:4) and grateful that God has not retired me yet liLfistls

where the laborers’ work of harvesting for theamg yse for me in His vineyar®geak, Lord, for your
kingdom continues until the glorious return of oukervantis listening (1 Sam 3:9) Mere | am, Lord. | come
Savior Jesus Christ. to do Your will” (Ps 40:8a; 9b paraphrased)
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Hicodemaus COUNS LS (fompage 1)

Him but also the depth of their friendship. Jesests

During the time Jesus walked this earth, ther¢as the natural human reaction of anyone who
were many who failed to see the divine presence thexperienced the loss of a loved one, the sorrow,
lay deep within Him. Despite the miracles andwrt, the feeling of absolute helplessness that
teachings that took place, there were still many whaces when confronted with death. John's Gos
failed to recognize the light that radiated fromr oureveals that distinct human response of ope
Lord. However, there was one man who caught expressing real feelings.

glimpse of this light, and that one glimpse chanlgisd “I am the resurrection and the life; whoevg

life forever. Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a well-kmowbelieves in Me even if he dies, will liveiy 25a).
ruler of the Jews. Unlike his fellow leaders, heswaJesus challenged death and He conquered deatks.
intrigued by Jesus and sought to learn more from,Hi fills our deepest yearnings and illumines the dstr
and most of all, he was able to recognize that @asl recesses of our souls. Most importantly, He briifgs
with Him. What Nicodemus learned from Jesus is ® the most hopeless and seemingly irreversiblg
lesson that changed his heart forever. Jesus figituations. Jesus, in teaching us the truth abloet
explained to Nicodemus that in order for one teeent Resurrection, uses Lazarus’ death as a practissbie

the kingdom of God, one must be reborn of the tspirito help us better understand the fundamental faqf

These were words that Nicodemus could not at firsur faith is - Jesus is Lord of the Living and T
comprehend, but then the Lord enlightened him arldead. This miracle, the resurrection of a person
proclaimed to him these powerful wordgor God so had been dead for four days, is supreme proof
loved the world that He gave His only Son, so thatlesus is Lord, that He has life giving power. T
everyone who believes in Him might not perish byheavenly sign fulfills the words of Jesus thatfarend
might have eternal lif¢. (Jn 3:16) To many people in John 5:28;'For the hour is coming when all whc
today, this verse has such great meaning. It hagdno are in their graves will hear His voice
hearts and souls across the world for thousands of The resurrection is the cornerstone of Christian
years. But imagine what Nicodemus felt to hearghednd without the resurrection we have no Christ. A
words proclaimed from the mouth of Jesus Himselff you take away the resurrection then all
How could his heart not be moved? How could he né&thristianity would be meaningless and faith willibe
believe? How could he not come to love and accep@in. The story finally ends with Jesus asking
Jesus as the Son of God? people to tintie him and let him go’lt illustrates the
role of the community in the faith of the individu
When Jesus was brought before the Sanhedripgrson. God alone gives life and faith and sassfier
which Nicodemus was a part of, he was the only orsieepest thirsts. Still, the community must unbine
who reasoned on behalf of Jesus, but how could person who has been set free. In this impor
not? For deep inside his heart, he knew who Jesi&spect, the story of Lazarus contrasts with thahe
truly was. Nicodemus was a man who started off witman born blind (Jn 9:1-39). In the latter story than
timid and questionable faith, but after meetinghwitcomes into faith despite being abandoned
Jesus for a moment in the dark night, his heart wagighbors, parents and authorities. Here we s¢
changed to fully see the light forever. It was ghti community responding properly to Jesus’ gift oé|li
that he followed to the very end, even to the cross and we are challenged to act in a similar manner.
We have a new chance to live life as God want
Nicodemus along with Joseph of Arimathea werto live it, but to do so well, to live in the fresuh that
the ones who prepared Jesus’ body for burial. Heéod wants us to have, we need to unbind ourse
followed Jesus to the very end of His walk here offom the shrouds that still cover us. We need
earth, showed his respect and love for Him by after unwrap the wonderful reality that God has promi
his gifts and time to prepare and care for His eshcr us: ‘I will put my spirit in you that you may livé.
body. Nicodemus showed his love and faith in Jes(gzk 37:14a)
by his simple words and actions. His curiosity ted DIRECTIONS
faith. His faith led him to remind others of whate 1. Prepare for Lent by availing ourselves of the
justice and righteousness is, and his love led toim sacrament of reconciliation.
care for the Lord in one of the most compassiona Receive healing counsels through the services
and loving ways possible. our newly formed Prayer Counseling Office.
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Bioethics (Sourcewww.ncbcenter.ofy BKGL01\Y B\ SEuE 1 b aN OF-N\ P D5 b V-W &7

End-of Life Decision _ _ _ Youth Ministry Retreat
The death of Terri Schiavo raises a number of gssue April 16 « St. Mary's

moral, legal, and constitutional, abdlo right to lifeand | Washing Of The Feet / Agony In The Garden
the so-calledright to die Most coverage of the case Contact: Youth Tricorgcs@bldnewark.com
focused on the question of her guardian’s righltdade Marriage Encounter 37
according to her alleged wishes and doe proces®f May 13-15¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N|
the judicial proceedings. However, at base thetmunes Contacts: Nick/Island Raagagaagas@yahoo.com
was a moral, not a legal, one: under what conditiéin Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com
any, may a patient, a guardian, medical persoaneiyil Singles Encounter 26

authorities, withhold or withdraw nutrition and ngdon. | June 3-5¢ Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, N
Catholic Teaching on Extraordinary Means Contact: M/A Mangalonz@ singles@bldnewark.com

The natural law and the Fifth Commandment require%SOZIAf’2 6!:;8;'.’6 nlg E”ncczlq rc“:lter :k |]3
that all ordinary means be used to preserve lifeh s | ~JUNE <% adisson Hotel located in Carteret,
Applications available after worship. Contacts: illec

food, water, exercise, and medical care. Sincé/iele | \/i70ayn0'914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-9957
Ages, however, Catholic theologians have recognized Family Encounter 18

that human beings are not morally obligated to rgale 17
every possible medical treatment to save theirsliv aég.%;gdy%mq}ﬁﬁg‘ﬁit&%ﬂ%ﬁg’r&'g‘st net

e
? " ey Nanguda @bidncucor
person, or which oﬁly prolong the suffering of andy w

person, are morallgxtraordinary meaning they are not 4/8 . Youth Teaching I
obligatory. 4/9-10*  Teachers DevelopmenBy Invitatione

The many advances in medicine during rec District Cluster - Covenanted/ Discipledp

Nt .
decades, however, has complicated the decisiomamet4715 Intro to IntercessionME 36, MES7 sponsors

X . LT Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
to undergo or forego medical treatment, since nrealic Teaching
can now save many people who would simply have beggys Advanced Intercession / Intro to Spiritual
allowed to die in th'e past. Fyrther having savgm‘nth' Warfaree LSS 30, 31 & 32
many people continue to live for long periods |in Christian Maturity |+ LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12
comatose or semi-comatose states, unable to |t Special Announcement

technological assistance of one kind or another. April 30 « 9-4pme Connell Hall

Subsequently, th&€€ovenant Newswill be running a| Singles Retreat:Create Your Love Story'. Contact:
series ofQuestions & Answerghich will address some Manny/Arlene Magalonzgingles@bldnewark.com
of the complexities of this issue. Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’SAt Reunion

Q. 'When may m_edical th_erapies, pr_ocedures, MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
equipment and the like be withheld or withdrawn ISAIAH 58/ SERVICE M INISTRY

from a patient? A. The Catechism of the Catholi
T . Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
Church states: The key principle in this stateneetiat Every 1d Friday after Worship @ Fe?lowship area

one does not will to cause death. When a persomras

: : : . MISSION
underlying terminal dlgease, or their heart, oresantfner Nursing Ho e Visit
organ, cannot work without mechanical assistance, 0 56 Hamilton Plaza P|alssl aic. NJ 07055

therapy being proposed is dangerous, or hasdhiéi®ice | gyery 79 Sat. of the month. Volunteers are neede
of success, then not using that machine or thaaghe  Apr. 9 Solo Parents Contacts: Angie Valeroso

results in the person dying from the disease oarorg yalerosoangelita@yahoo.conAudie/Vulet Chong

Ialliur(_et they alrealgb(/JI have. Irg_e orglsil_(l)lrl[hallows reata SAVE THE IDATE

tﬁ € Ihs _tcourse. t'%e? nto thlrec y X d © mer,sg;/aen AFCCPC 16* National Convention
ough 1t may contribute 1o he person dying eathan (Alliance of Filipino Catholic Charismatic Prayep@munities)

if aggressive treatment had been done. July 1-3 ¢ Sheraton Meadowlands Conference Cenfpr
T ORDS PROVISION Our very own Richard dela Fuente will be presentin

)

WEEK ENDING APRIL 1, 2011 Request registration forms from Frank/Malou Venalflas
Collections Actual YTD bobbitski@hotmail.conor 973-562-0055
Tithe/Love Offering 3,574 44,767

Financial details are avaiable to all memberagfieasury@bidnewark.com BLD Newark Community Retreat attendance on

Thank you for your continued support! March 26, 2011 was 143 disciples not 154.

CN awrchives are availlalle at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newy.




BUKAS - LOOB SA DIYOS COVENANT COMMUNITY * ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

Volume 17 Issue 15 Bulletin Edition April 15, 2011

BLD Welcomes New Teachers COUNS ICI_ S
BLD Newark sponsored a workshop on TeacherfFnmndurance T o The Cross

Development this past weekend, April 9-10, 2011 afgve:  We are children of light when we endu

the Divine Mercy Parish, in Rahway, NJ. Invitees suffering and persecution for the sake of §

included those who were deemed to possess gifts on gospel.

teaching and prophecy based on MGT previouslyorp: Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9,17-20,23-24; Phil 21p
taken by member-disciples of BLD Newark, its 11: Mt 26:14 to 27:66

cluster and outreaches. The weekend was Welbrper Live the Paschal Mystery of Christ in o

attended by 9ldisciples from the different BLD every day life.

communities who responded enthusiastically to oUber ecTiON:
Lord’s ca_lll to become future CDFP instructors & th  ~r theme for Palm Sunday is, “We are childf
community. 43 _future teachers came from BLDot light when we endure suffering and persecutmm
Newark adults, singles and youth groups, BLD Lon e sake of the gospel” As members of |
Island came with 11 adults and 3 youths and the BL ) o
Trenton contingent arrived with 11 adults. pLpCOMMunity, we are t_)emg_ exhorted by our elders
communities in Rockland and Camden arrived with §TY our crosses daily, with endurance that cag ¢
and 10 adults respectively while other communitie8€ found in Christ, as we follow Him in His ow
like Allentown, PA, Washington DC pulled in with 3 Passion and death. We all have our own passion
future teachers each while the distant communit§eath, our own crosses to bear. However, Je
from Charlotte, NC turned up with 8 adults. passion and death show us His own kind of lovi
Members of the Teaching Ministry together withthat demands dying to one’s self, ego, pride, com
the community’s “Jesus Crew” helped make ther convenience in order to give life to others. tigio
workshop a rousing success. The weekend was welte was God, Jesus became man, and lived amon
organized and the activities went smoothly as thgoorest of the poor. Jesus tells us in this Sursd
Lord has once again shown us that HE is in our midseadings to be humble and pure of heart, not té ¢
At the Eucharistic celebration on Sunday morning, Rhe highest place, but to serve with love and hitynil
Lamirez exhorted everyone with the words, “ltéang to courageously follow His way of loving th
Missa est” (Go the mass is ended) effectively sandi may even require us to give up our own life for 1
everyone to _the mission field_to evangelize the leho glory of the Father.
world following the Gospel in Mt 28: 19-20,Go More than 2000 years ago, our Lord ente

therefore and make disciples of all nation, baptig . :
them in the name of The Father, and of The Son,fﬁrtjsaler? jnumph;’mtly. Ttontlght,tast we r&mem
and of The Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe al 112t €vent, Jesus also wants to enter triumphanttly

that | have commanded you. And behold | am with OUr lives. He would like us to bear witness to ¢
you always until the end of the ade. transformation in Him in the simplicity of our wark
Go. Teach and Tell showing forth our cheerfulness, our serenity, and

4

BLD Newark hosted the biennial Teachers’smcere concern for others. He wants to be closest

Development Program (TDP) on April 9-10, 2011 athrough our normal dealings within our family, ioro
Divine Mercy Parish Church, Rahway, NJ. Some 9work place and in our communitontinued on pg 3

invited committed and covenanted disciples from tEE 2N = 7 Z V2 V06 & = oy AV M V=YY '
BLD districts of Charlotte, NC, Long Island ang "The Lord God is my help therefore | am not
Rockland, NY, Camden, Newark, Trenton andjisgraced; | have set my face like flint, knowinat
Allentown, NJ and Washington, Continued on pg 4 | shall not be put to shame. (Is 50:2)

Ignorance of the Bille iy ignorance of Christ. Read youwr Bible dwily!
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Ministry Focus On The Corme 7o The Feast
Matters Secretariat Ministry

“Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in duenie we

shall reap our harvest, if we do not give ugGal 6:9 . (John 21:15'.1.7)
Responsi%ilities: g If( ) Put yourself in Peter’s position. If Jesus asked

1. Administrative Functions: three times, asking the same question whether
a. Provide administrative assistance to thdove Him or not, how would you feel? | am sul
DCS/DSL in the exercise of their functions  similar to Peter, at the end of the third questi

b. Assist the DCS with Disciples’ Assembly goubts would creep in. You will ask yourself, wimt

. ﬁ{.ec%%r?g“eonof BLD Office organization and P€Nind His question that | cannot seem to be abl
answer correctly? No good answer seems to s

cleanliness _ _
2. Ensure effective flow of all internal and externalMy Lord. Three times He asks the same question
communications: three times, upon receiving the confirmation thad y
a. Manage BLD Newark Emails (DLC and really and truly love Him, Jesus then asks youl|
others) attend to His lambs. The next question that coroe

b. Update DLC Contact Information (Directory) mind is what am | supposed to feed my lamb? W

regularly . .
3. Safekeeping of Important Documents food is needed by my sheep to survive?

a. Ensure that the minutes of the DCS, DLC, We, Filipinos love food and company, hence

Disciples’ Assembly, and BOT meetings andwidespread tradition to have a feast. We celeb
resolutions are published and archived. birthdays or anniversaries of saints and offer rzetsa
b. Provide assistance to other ministries irof food to our guests in honor of the saint. Folloyv
archiving important ministry documents this tradition, if Jesus tells us to feed and temdHis

c. Archive important BLD documents, manuals

& modules 'flock, would you have a ready ‘"YES’ answer to H

d. Archive monthly TPOD (Theme, Promise,ca"?,LOOk at your small church — your family. C

Order, & Direction) you rightfully say that you were able to feed aedd
4. Every Friday Worship (Married Couple Worshipthe children that He has entrusted to you? Have
and Eucharistic Celebration) been a good witness of God’s glory to your fam
g- %Oin Wgeslﬁl[)/&\_l/_\/ss(% Wit{! Secfretariarg_rr;embers members that they are encouraged to worship
. Recor uration of worship with you?

c. In-charge of the registration table :

d. In-charge of seating assignments and The Lord asks each one of us to provide our laf
arrangement not just food for the body but more importantlypdo

e. Prepare Friday Post-worship announcement®r the soul — _ .
(PowerPoint) 1. glorious food that will not give our floch

f. Welcoming committee: greet guests and indigestion but direction
members 2. eternal food that will give life

g. Ensure the church is clean after use 3.
h. Ensure all church entrances are locked afteL{
worship '

joyful and comforting food that will give peace
forgiving food that will give deliverance

i. Provide technical or clerical assistance to>: tmely food that will be there anytime you need
other ministry members, if needed - only through HIS word and HIS presence in ¢

5. Event Scheduling lives.
a. Maintain overall BLD Newark's event Dear Lord, grant me the grace to be able to le
scheduling the flock You have entrusted to me to Your Kingd

b. In-charge of the BLD Newark Calendar Bless me with the resources that | can alw
6. Event/Meeting Venues:

a. Manage Meetings/Events/Activities’ Venuecelebr"’lte Your love as a feast gnd to ShOW.
Assignment everybody how generous You are with Your blessi

b. Work closely with Divine Mercy Parish to Let me offer a plethora of Your gifts to Your lan
coordinate use of major venues, such athatthey will be able to appreciate them more.ret
Auditorium, Gymnasium, and Connell Hall.  bring the goats that come my way, and guide ther

7. BLD Newark website: meekness and obedience as the lambs under my

a. Maintain, update, and support BLD NeWarkGive me the knowledge and the wisdom that | wil

\r/gset?isclttgd VSgglggglegS) individual  ministries able to know who of your lambs need mo

b. Create user access to restricted web pages offf€pherding compared to the others. In Jesus nar
regular basis. Continued on page 4 pray. Amen.

“Feed my lambs...tend my sheep...feed my sheej||.
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Sin Ho Plore COUNSI LS (fompage 1)

“Neither do | condemn you. Go, and from now on Jesus was ready to do everything for Jerusa
do not sin anymoré. (John 8:11) but the city, at that time was not willing to opep
The reality of sin is life’s greatest problem. Man’ her gates to His mercy. This is the deep mystery
concupiscence predisposes him to detach himsdliman freedom which always retains the
from God because of his inclination to gravitatepossibility of rejecting the grace of God. How iede
towards sin. Because of the first man’s rebelliorare we responding to the countless promptings ef|
against God passed on through generations to evaqply Spirit, who seeks to make us holy through
human being, any prior free decision of the humamission and vision of our community? How often

mind has become disordered and every sin is ayfreglye say ‘yes’ to God and ‘no’ to our selfishness?
committed disobedience against God. ~ The children of Jerusalem welcomed Christ
John 8:1-11 tells about a woman caught irking Waving olive branches, they proclaimed t

adultery, punishable by death through stoning undgggrrection of life and loudly praised the Lof
the Law of Moses. The scribes and the Pharlseeﬁsosanna in the highest! Five days later

brought the woman to Jesus to test Him and_ brinQnthusiastic hosannas gave way to angry shout
charges against Him. Jesus, ignoring and dodgiaeg thCrucify him!” What a contrast between the gre

Pharisees trap, bent down and wrote with his fing
’ L ranches and the cross, between the flowers ang
on the ground. He challenged anyone who is W'thOLf orns! They were offering their own clothes fomH
sin to cast the first stone. On hearing this, tfeavd Ik d ft ds th
went away one by one until only two remained: thd0 Walk ‘upon, and so soon afterwards they W
stripping Him of His, and casting lots upon the

wretched woman and the incarnation of mercy. :
What exegesis can we surmount through th¥vhat accounted for such swift and sharp turn-ar@u

above narrative that will guide us to sin no more¥erhaps we only need to look into our own hearts.r
Jesus’ gestures of bending and inscribing on the The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem &

ground could be symbolic dthose who turn away for loyalty and perseverance from each one of wqj;

from God shall be written in the earth. (Jer 17:13). calls us to deepen our faithfulness and commitrae
Writing on the ground could mean the non-{o be more than just bright lights that sparkle &
permanence of writing on dirt as He writes on tép omoment and then fade away. There are some stri
our sins when He forgives sinners. Under the Newontrasts in the depths of our hearts, for we
Covenant, through Jesus, sins are removed and thtgpable of doing the greatest things and also
no longer remembered (Heb 8:12; Jn 1:12; Jn 1:29)orst. To possess the divine life and triumph W
Furthermore, in the Parousia, only two will remain:Christ, we need to put to death within us anythhrag

the Judge and the one to be judged. separates us from God and prevents us from foligy
In this gospel, Jesus’ divinity is_ unve_iled. Theour Lord unto the Cross.
woman addressed Jesus ‘@®rd” displaying her As disciples of Christ, let us die to ourselves &

reverence for Hlm, establishing a relationship withrenounce our pride and arrogance. Like Christuge
Jesus through this moment of encounter. He offerask obedient to our Father's will despite humiliatio
restored to her through Jesus’ intervention and tr}ﬁay be glorified in the eyes of our Father. C
command to sin no more gave her newness of life, @adings for the week exhort us to embrace the
a n?w Cfe‘?“‘?l”’ n ”.ght relatlonfshlp with GIOQ' b emptying attitude of humility as we imitate theelibf
N a similar vein, none of us can claim to beyaq s \who endured suffering and persecution for

. - Qake of the Gospel. As we approach the climax
ground, we should also bend low in humility ©christ's mission on earth, let us hold on to t

examine our sinfulness. We need to be reconciled an . X i .
united with God, to know Him more through Hig Promise for us from Isalah 50:7 he Lord God Is
Word and live its meaning. We need the sanctifyind"Y he]p thgrefore | am not disgraced; | have set
grace of the Holy Spirit to avoid sin. To sin non@o ace like flint, knowing that | shall not be put tg
is neither utopian nor impossible. It is attainagtel Sha@me’

doable by believing in Him as our Savior andP'RECTION .
Redeemer, doing things that are holy and pleasing f Put our sinful ways to death so that we may risg
Him, encountering Him every day through the Holy _living witnesses of our transformation in Christ.
Eucharist, that “separates us from sin... cleansgg uwansom for the forgiveness of sins. If Jesus’ exXan;
from past sins and preserving us from future sinsdind commandments become our practice, we
(CCC 1393) proclaiming our Lord’'s deathas a =  conquer sin.
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Ministry Mattexrs (frompage 2) Go, Teach and "Tell (fompage 1)
c. Monitor BLD website traffic on a regular basisD.C. attended. The thrust of the seminar v@ise
8. BLD Newark Database Vocation, One Missionyith the goal of training and
a. Maintain BLD Newark's Database developing the growth of future teachers/catechiist

b. Xt?é%tggmce F?el_g)rds Newark’s Members all districts of the BLD covenanted community.

c. Provide DLC with all members’ attendance  Gifted by the Holy Spirit with knowledge and th
records on a quarterly basis for pastoravisdom of experience, community teache
purposes instructors were very inspired and animated

d. Provide specific data to Ministry Coordinatorsteaching. But, they all emphasized that they w

on ‘as needed’ basis lv th duit t itt £ ' teaqh
9. Provide BLD Office Network and Technical merely the condult or transmittet ot Jesus teag

S Jesus Himself is the Teacher. The Holy Spirit
upport ) : ‘
10.Manage School Building and Church keys working overtime too on all the candidates W
11.Photo ID Issuance: Create new IDs for newphowed undiminished enthusiasm.

members and replace lost IDs The highlight of the day was a 24-gro

12.Maintain BLD Newark’s Organizational Chart TEACHING DEMO on topics selected as listed in t
13.1n charge of security guard and parking attendantmodules. Each group was evaluated by a 4-me
14. Assist the Pastoral Team with secretarial functions,ne| as to their understanding of the teachings

during community retreats and BLD inter-district;, . : : :
conferences, and so much more.... their presentation of the topic following the 7Wslg

Serving at Soup Kitchen is, indeed, one fulfilling3HS (whence, whither, who, what, when, where
and rewarding experience for all members. Praise B&1y, how, what_hinderswhat_help} format. By and
to God for giving all members the grace to walksthilarge, the seminar was a learning experience
extra mile and fulfill all aforementioned ministtgsks  everyone.
joyfully. May the Lord continue to bless all its«and he gave some as apostles, others as propttherso
members so they will persevere in their walk with t ¢ evangelists, others as pastors and teacheesytip the

Lord and fulfill whatever the Lord asks them to do, hol for th K of ministry. for buildi
within the community and beyond, with humility and. °ly ones for the work of ministry, for building ufne

ber
an

nd

for

meekness. body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity é&ith and
God bless the Secretariat Ministry! To GOD beknowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhoodht®
the GLORY always! extent of the full stature of Christ(Eph 4:11-13)

T oRDsSs PROVISION COMMUNITY CALENDAR \
\VEK HNDING APRIL S, 2011 M arriage Encounter 37
Collections Actual YTD May 13-15 « Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
Tithe/L ove Offering 3,157 47,924 Contacts: Nick/Island Raaga@snlraagas@yaho0.cor

Financial details are available to all memberagmeasury@bldnewark.com * Gary/Mil Camacha@ mla@bldnewark.com

Singles Encoul.,l Nnter 26
June 3-5 « Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, N]
| Contact: M/A IB\//Iangannpz@ singles@bldnewark.com
MissionN Solo Parent Encounter 1
Soup Kitchen June 24-26 » Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwdd | | Applications available after worship. Contacts: illec
Apr 23« Treasury Minigry Contacts: Gerry/Dimples | | Vizcayno 914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-99|
Canladreasury@bldnewark.com Audie/Vulet Chong Family Encounter 18
SAVE THIE IDATIH July 15-17 « Malvern Retreat House, PA
AFCCPC 16 National Convention Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinid&ghx.cmt314@comcast.net
(Alliance of Filipino Catholic Charismatic Prayep@munities) Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com
July 1-3 » Sheraton Meadowlands Conference Centl
Our very own Richard dela Fuente will be presenting 5/7* Advanced Intercession / Intro to Spiritual

Thank you for your continued support!

Request registration forms from Frank/Malou Warfaree LSS 30,31 & 32
Venadas @obbitski@hotmail.conor 973-562-0055 Christilarlal\/l\aturity |+ LSS 34& 35, SPI§c 12
= = Special NnNnouncemen
BLD Newark Golf Invitational April 30 = 9-4pme Connell Hall
Sept. 17, Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA_| | gingles Retreat:Create Your Love Story". Contact:
BLD Newark Dinner Dance Manny/Arlene Magalonzo @ingles@bldnewark.cor
Oct. 15, “A Night To Remember” Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’Ss At Reunion

CN awrchives are available at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newy.
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Christianity Is Based On COuUuU NS I s

Historical Event, Pope Affirms Jesus, Heal My Unbelief
VATICAN CITY, APRIL 24, 2010 Zenit.ord.- Theme: We are united in faith when we believe i

Speaking from the central balcony of the Basilifa o the living God.
St. Peter's, Benedict XVI once again affirmed todayyorp:  Acts 2:42-47: Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24: 1
that Christianity is based on the historical evathe 1:3-9° Jn 20:19-31
Resurrection. . « . o
; : . ORDER Do not be unbelieving, but believe.
In his Easter message, which he delivered before lzJohnl 2v(|).2g7) . eV
imparting his blessing "urbi et orbi" (to the cibf REFLECTION '

Rome and the world), the Pope stated that "the
resurrection of Christ is not the fruit of specidator
mystical experience,” but rather an event that to

The Gospel readings (John 20:19-31) recount
sigary scene among the disciples locked in the u
room. The disciples took comfort among themsely

of Christians is based on that same news," he addiyal guards of Caiphas, even their fellow JewseyT|
"on the testimony of those sisters and brothers wiglt like derelicts abandoned and forsaken by th
saw firstly the stone that had been rolled awaynfromaster, who was crucified to death.
the empty tomb and then the mysterious messengers It was therefore a great sigh of relief when Je
who testified that Jesus, the Crucified, was risen.  appeared before them and says “Peace be with
"The light which dazzled the guards keepingreathing upon them the Holy Spirit af
watch over Jesus’ tomb has traversed time and $padeestablishing His divine authority.
the Pontiff continued. "It is a different kind aght, a However, Thomas was not with them when Je
divine light, that has rent asunder the darkness c@ime. Other disciples recounted his appearance
death and has brought to the world the splendor wfld him “we have seen the Lord”, but he doubt
God, the splendor of Truth and Goodness." their story. “Unless | see the mark of the naildis
Before delivering an Easter greeting in 6%and and put my finger into the nail marks and
languages, Benedict XVI proclaimed the joy of theny hand into his side, | will not believe”.
Resurrection: "The entire cosmos is rejoicing today Eight days later, Thomas was present in the uf
caught up in the springtime of humanity, which giveropom when Jesus once again appeared. Jesus or
voice to creation’s silent hymn of praise." ~_Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands,
"The Easter Alleluia,” he added, "resounding iying your hand and put it into my side, and do et
the Church as she makes her pilgrim way through th@pelieving, but believe.” Thomas remarked *“N
world, expresses the s_ilent exultation of the ursige | 5.4 ang my God”".
and above all the longing of every human soul that g exchanged has led, over two thousand y¢

sincerely open to God, giving thanks to him for hi%f Christian history, to Thomas being dubbed

infinite goodness, beauty and truth." “ : ” - . -
After a week of intense Holy Week and Easte doubting Thomas”. Yet this doubting Thomas dieq

liturgies, the Holy Father departed Rome for t artyr for his faith. He Continued on page 3

pontifical residence of Castel Gandolfo. He wiEAMASMALZZ sk M TAGAMIMLA %

return to Rome for the May 1 beatification of Pope “Blessed are those who have not seen and have
John Paul 1. believed.”(Jn 20:29)

Ignorance of the Bille is Lg/mrwm of Christ. Read youwr Bible daily!
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BURNING THEARTS Why are You Troubled?

EUREKA! (I found it!) This exclamation is most “He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled? And wh
famously attributed to the ancient Greek scholar do questions arise in your hearts{"Luke 24:38)
Archimedes. He reportedly proclaimed "Eureka!" Every now and then, doubts invade our minds.
when he stepped into a bath and noticed that therwafear of the unknown or the future worries us toend.
level rose — he suddenly understood that the volunTthey come especially when we are anxious a
of water displaced must be equal to the voluméref t something we hold dearly in our hearts. Whethe
part of his body he had submerged. He is said ve harefers to ourselves or loved ones, we hope and
been so eager to share his realization that he tedp that everything will turn out alright. We promideat
of his bathtub and ran through the streets of Sy®&c if the result of our trepidation comes to our fawee
naked. will resolve to do better next time so that we vt

Have you experienced this profound realizatiobe in this predicament. Or if it's really someth
and understanding of truth? Have you felt the wglli unforeseen, we, at times, “bribe” our way t
of happiness in your heart that you cannot help bofferings be it in kind or material things.
wear a silly grin, making people around you wonder Anxiety and worry go hand in hand. They are §
what you are up to? the antithesis of trust in God. Because of our hu

Such is the feeling that you experience when yomature and brokenness, we are easy prey to
come to the realization that Jesus Christ is in, yosituations. And what are the other bad
walking with you every step of the way. Such is theomplications? Upset stomach, nervousness, s
happiness that Mother Teresa felt while she caped fwhich then may eventually lead to hypertension
the most marginalized human beings in CalcuttahSucilcer. So now we know that it will not only be dgs
is the ecstasy that the martyrs felt on their watheir  (for medicines and visits to the doctor) but m
execution and death. importantly to our overall well being. What to do?

It is the feeling of internal happiness in the nhiafs We can't let fear rule our lives. We miss out
the turmoil and chaos around you and your daily. lif many enjoyable and happy experiences. Let us
It is the feeling of peace—for Jesus is the Priate fear in the eye and tell ourselves, ‘I can hantis
Peace. with God’s guidance’.

Jesus does not hit you over the head with this Turn to Jesus, turn to Him for guidance, turn
realization. The signs are manifested all around yalesus for His teachings. In Matthew 6:31-34,
and when you open your hearts in humilityadmonishes us for worrying about material thingd
EUREKA! You will find that Jesus has always beeroutward appearance$.'What are we to eat?’ o
there, ready to help, caring and waiting for yodind "What are we to drink?’ or 'What are we to wear?|A
Him. these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Fai

During the chaos and confusion among thknows that you need them all. But seek first t
disciples following the crucifixion, two disciples kingdom (of God) and his righteousness, and
decided to go to Emmaus. They wanted to understatitkse things will be given you.(Matthew 6:31-33
what happened, to grasp the meaning of the evieaits tFor it is indeed true that we shoufdot worry about
had occurred. Jesus appeared to them as a stemdiertomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.
patiently discussed the events that befuddled theiiMatthew 6:34)God is the ultimate provider and |
When the time came, Jesus blessed and broke tbees us. All these material things will come tesg
bread at supper and gave it to them. but our heavenly Father will always be there.

“With that their eyes were opened and theghould dedicate ourselves in obeying
recognized him, but he vanished from their sighiem commandments and showing love to one another
they said to each othelVere not our hearts burning our goal in life is to be with Him, adoring and pay
(within us) while he spoke to us on the way andhomage to the Almighty.
opened the scriptures to usPLuke 24: 31-32) Let not our hearts be troubled. Go to Him, He \

Imagine how you would feel if you find out thatloves us. Surrender all our worries and pain, ey
you won a hundred million dollars in the lottery.will all go away."Come to me, all you who labor ar
Wouldn't you be so excited that you will want tdl te are burdened, and | will give you rest.(Matthew
everybody? 11:28)

How much more would you feel if you find out “Even when | walk through a dark valley, | fear ng
that you won your eternal reward in heaven and thatarm for you are at my side; your rod and staff giv
you will be with Jesus Christ though all eternity? me courage...Only goodness and love will pursue

Would you say “Eureka™ No. You would sayall the days of my life; | will dwell in the housef the
“Praise the Lord Almighty!!” LORD for years to comé.(Psalm 23:4, 6)

he

out
roit
pray

9
ru

Iso
na
hese
de
ress,
and

hre

on
ook

to
He
AN

ner
ne
Al

i1
Ne
His
For

ho

ne




Shepherd’s Voice COUNSELS (fompage1)
Baptism & Penance became a messenger of Mercy, a missionary to
BAPTISM — the gateway to the sacraments anwho shed his blood for his Lord and master, Je
necessary for salvation by actual reception oeastl The disciple Thomas when he touched Jesus’ wo
by desire, is validly conferred only by a washirfy oPecame a witness to the reality of the resurrec
true water with the proper form of words. Throughlhis likewise opens up the gospel account of Jota
baptism men and women are freed from sin, are nebdprofoundly important aspect of our Christian fatfie
as children of God, and configured to Christ by aRodily resurrection of Jesus.
indelible character, and are incorporated into the [N our journey thru life, we feel like th
Church. CAN. 849 “Didymus”, meaning a twin of Thomas. Our faith
PENANCE / RECONCILIATION - in the up and up whenever everything is fine and sm
sacrament of penance the faithful who confess théiling. When blessings upon blessings are pouni
sins to a legitimate minister, are sorry for thengd our life.
intend to reform themselves obtain from God through But when the sailing gets rough, the jour
the absolution imparted by the same ministddmultuous, when the circumstances pose a
forgiveness for the sins they have committed aftéfanger, when pain and grief besets us, it bect
baptism and’ at the same time are reconciled \wgh tmore difficult to believe. It seems that God's diste
Church which they have wounded by sinning. CANiS at its farthest. We become skeptical of
959 existence. We doubt that He is ever present in|
What are unforgivable sins, eternal sins, sins guffering. We are desperate to see and feel
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit as mentioned iAresence. We even want to witness some visibless
Mark 3:28-30, Amen, | say to you, all sins and all In times of uncertainties, just like the disciples
blasphemies that people utter will be forgiven themt00 shall take refuge among friends, our familyr
But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit willcommunity to find comfort, assurances, and peace
never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an evetiag The encounter of Jesus and Thomas become
sin. For they had said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’ testimony of God'’s presence in our lives. The de
(Also mentioned in Matthew 12:30-32, Luke 12:8-10.pf God's tender mercy would open up and pour osi|
Some examples of sins against the Holy Spirrace upon those who ask, who seek, and those
includes: believe. “Blessed are those who have not seen éil
1. Despair — consists in thinking that one’s owrPelieve”.
malice is greater than the Divine Goodness We too are invited to approach his throne of Me
2. Presumption —pardon without repentance of @nd cry out with Thomas, the remark that becamg

grievous offense. exclamation of millions of believers when faced hyjt

3. Impenitence — the specific purpose of nothe mystery of mysteries, before the elevationhef
repenting a grave sin Holy Eucharist at Mass, “My Lord and my Go

A person trapped in a quicksand is in a situatioAsus had turned Thomas's doubt into an eve
that is very difficult or impossible to escape alohle Mercy for generations to come.
can only be saved with outside intervention. Theesa ~ When this doubting Thomas touched his mas
is true with an individual guilty of blasphemy agsi wound, he cured the wound of our own disbelief.
the Holy Spirit. It is hard to be reconciled, besawf Jesus told Sister Mary Faustina Kowalski “Huma
the gravity of the sin and by its description. Thavill not find peace until it turns trustfully to ¢hdivine
Church believes that there is no offense, howev&fercy.” From the sacred heart of Jesus, emits
serious it may be, committed by a non-baptizetgys of light, which are “the blood and water” oisH
individual that cannot be absolved by Sacrament &ivine mercy poured out on humanity illuminating
Baptism. In the same manner sins committed aftéforid.
Baptism, however grave or malicious they may be c4an the Feast of the Divine Mercy this Sunday, &
be absolved in the confessional box. When it ineslv @ll echo the words of Thomas, “My Lord and
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, the difficultrips G0d”. Through the intercession of Sister M
to go into confession and confess the sin. Theegoiic Faustina, let us ask the Lord of Mercy for grace
God is needed because of the situation the indiiduifue messenger of his love to others, most espe
is in that usually prevents him from going tothose in need of his kind and tender mercy.
confession. In Matthew 16:19; Continued on page4  Lord Jesus, we are Thomas Continued on page 1
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Shepherd’s Voicg (fom page 3) COUNS I LS (fompage 3)

It says | will give you the keys to the kingdom of personified. Many times, in our anguish and p3
heaven. Whoever you bind on earth shall be boundvhen besieged with what seems to be insurmount
in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall beproblems, instead of coming to you, we find iticliff

loosedin heaven” No matter how wicked and guilty to pray, to believe that you are with us in @
an individual is, he can always confidently hope fosuffering. We doubt that you even hear our cry
forgiveness. Nobody can hinder the Almighty andhelp. Forgive us O’ Lord for we are people of étt

Merciful God from helping sinners that are trappred faith. We get easily swayed, distracted and temp
a quicksand of sin. Forgive our brokenness and sinful ways. Grant us

Lord the strength to believe, to trust that youlyv
never forsake us, you will never abandon us. Guan
Marriage Encounter 37 the fuII_ness of your grace to mak_e you our redeer
our shield, the rock of our salvation. Truly, yore s

May 13-15¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ ., ”
Contacts: Nick/Island Raag@snlraagas@yahoo.cor Dn:Fye/E(L:cT)IrgNe;nd my God". AMEN.

* Gary/Mil Camacha® mia@bldnewark.com 1. Foster love, unity and harmony in the commun

Singles Encounter 26 : .
o i | bearing each others weaknesses and sharing
June 3-5¢ Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, NY others strength.

ggﬁ(ﬁM@g:gealﬂzt@giei%ﬁﬂvfrekioq 32. Do good deeds and get involved in our miss
June 24-26¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ outreaches, that they may see Jesus alive in us
Applications available after worship. Contacts: illec
Vizcayno 914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-99
YouthEncounter 1.8

S5 G

T OoORDS PROVISTION

WEEK ENDING APRIL 15, 2011

, . 'Collections | Actual |  YTD
July 8-10 Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ Tithe/Love Offering 4,316 54,391
Ages 15-19 years old. Easter Envelopes 2 438 2,438
Contact: Youth Tricord @cs@bldnewark.com Total 6,754 56.829

'leagl';}’M IIEn%otu ?l_fer :I'D‘AS Finandial details are avallabe to all mermbersghizeasury@bidnewark com)|
uly Lo- alvern retreat House, Thank you for your continued support!

Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinid .cmt314 L.net —
ontacts: Randy/Beth Trinid&ghx.cm @comcast.ne Stz 17

Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com ~
Application forms available in BLD Newark website. ICs o waoy of Lifel!

TEACHING CALENDAR

5/7*  Advanced Intercession / Intro to Spiritual \iéme Divine Mercy Sunday Feast &

%)

er

5/27 Golden Years & Intercessory Formation (Alliance of Filipino Catholic Charismatic Prayeo@munities)

Teaching
Special Announcement

Our very own Richard dela Fuente will be presentin

: Request registration forms from Frank/Malou
April 30 = 9-4pme Connell Hall o .
Singles Retreat:Create Your Love Story'. Contact: Venadas @obbitski@hotmail.conor 973-562-0055

«1.SS30,31&32 Divine Mercy Parish Feast Day
Christian Maturity I¢ LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12 May 1 e All Religious groups are invited to the HOI|H
5/13  Youth Teaching Mass Celebration at 3PM, Divine Mercy Parish i
5/20  Intro to IntercessionSE 25 & SE 26 Sponsors Rahway. Fellowship follows in the Auditorium
Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation Teaching| [ BY. D Allentown Golf Invitational
5/21*  Christian Maturity b LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12 June 12¢ Willowbrook Golf Club, Catasauqua, PA
'F\,/"SS'OnS with St. Pa # Community . 1. Visit www.bldallentowngolf.confor more info.
rayer Leadership / Understanding Corporate = =
Worship. LSS 33 (ME33, SPEll) AFCCPC 16" National Convention

July 1-3  Sheraton Meadowlands Conference Cenjpr

Manny/Arlene Magalonzo @ingles@bldnewark.com BLID Newark Golf Invitational

Washing of the Feet/Agony in the Garden Retreat Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA
June 4+ LSS 34, LSS 35, SPE 12 BLD Newark Dinner Dance
Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’$ At Reunion Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”

CN awrchives are availlalle at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newy.
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Casting Ouar Hets
A BLD Supported LSS in Bayonne, NJ
This past week-end, Friday, April®@ru Sunday, May®1

LSS # 1 at St. Andrew’s Parish in Bayonne, NJ \&faks Thirty

lambs were baptized in the Holy Spirit. It wad ®Bupported

event patterned after our very own LSS weekend.

Many BLD members volunteered their ime and taltents

make this a success: from Monsignor Schetelick, iagsh
priest and many times a BLD retreat Spiritual Biredo the
many who selflessly filled the role of shepherds srarers, to
the Praise Ministry, right on down on to the mamyies who
were there —food servers, catchers, prayer vearriall bearing
testimony, and by their service, paying homageittist.ove.

Shepherding sessions were held during five Wedysesta

March and April, leading up to the LSS. Each eggstarted
with mass, and after exhortation and teaching Msgr. Paul,
an hour or so of shepherding. Things got off oerst good
footing, since from the onset, the lambs were smvng and
open - that the mostly non-Filipino lambs and thestiyn
Filipino shepherds quickly warmed up to each dlihdine end,
it just proved that the love of God knows no bouand when

Christ is the center of the conversation, we alhlsithe same

language, the language of His Love.

By Sunday, the transformation of the lambs was elitge
previously reserved and hesitant lambs were rasgondth
resounding “Amens,” enthusiastically raising tiends and
joining in the singing of praise songs. Many weosed to tears
as they listened to the moring’s moving praisevamghip.
They later shared their life changing experiencesgl the

baptism of the Holy Spirit. Most of all, they esssed gratitude

and appreciation for all, BLD in particular, whodedhe LSS
possible. .. and thanks and praise to our God!

With the LSS graduates as his core, Msgr. Pantisite start
aweekly prayer group at St. Andrew’s. He hassdemded an
open invitation for them to come to BLD Friday vinps at
Divine Mercy Parish in Rahway. Their grand reurtiomvhich
all are invited will be held on Wednesday JuheTis LSS # 1
is proof that when we cast our nets into deepersyatereke

a catch and form everlasting friendships and relationshi

molded in Chris
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COUIDNS IOl s

The Iove of Jesus

THEME  We are united in faith when we recognize the
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist
Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11; 1Pt 1:17-:
Lk 24:13-35
“Conduct yourselves with reverence realizin
that you were ransomed with the precious blo
of Christ” (1 Pt.1:17,19)

REFLECTION

The social revolution has started!

This month of May we meet, full of expectation a
with joyful hearts, because the Lord is risen.uspa new erg
begins; the Risen Christ is King of all the edtih.is eternal,
alive forevermore and is now seated at the righdl lod the
Father in heaven, interceding for and on behalll gieoples
on earth. Our Glorious King is supreme and viatsridis
triumph on the cross is our victory over sin anatigeour
hope of glory and eternal life after death, and’'&wedry
presence here and now, as Jesus gives us Hisitidly S

All of us who have received the baptism of the Hjf
Spirit have been empowered to respond to the ta
repentance and conversion. Our transformation wisic
reflective of this new life in the Risen Christua depends
solely on our will to follow Jesus. It is a dearsibat we all
face daily, as we live and interact with peopleith vaur
families, friends and relatives, our colleagues/@k, and
members of our communities. We are all calledte e
another as Christ loved us. Jesus showed us thefldove
that is pleasing to the Father. It is a love thasalfless,
merciful and compassionate. It is a love that thiokthe
good of the other person. It is a love that isienfér God
Himself, bringing people closer to Him. It is adothat is
subservient to the will of the Father, acceptindumble
obedience, of the Word of God . Continued on page 3

Prowmise of thhe Week
“You will show me the path to life, fullness of joys

in your presence, the delights at your right hand
forever.” (Ps 16:11))
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Divinity of Faith
Daughter: Mom, the sister taught us a beautiful prayer
today, the prayer of Fatima: “My God, I believe, I adore, T
hope, and I love Thee. I beg pardon for those who do not believe,
do not adore, do not hope, and do not love Thee.” The sister
said that we have to practice human virtues such as
justice and fairness but there are also virtues for

which we have to pray to God: faith, hope, and love.
Why should I pray for faith, Mom?

Mother: Because faith, like hope and love, is a
theological virtue (Catechism of the Catholic Church
1812-1813).

Scriptures is replete with exhortations and
witnessing to faith. In John 3:2-3, Nicodemus asked
“Rabbi, we know thar You are a Teacher Who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that
You are doing unless God is with Him.” Jesus
answered, “Amen, amen I say to you, no one can
see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” Yes, that is why we are baptized of water
and Holy Spirit as a baby. The Catechism teaches us
that “Faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God
and believe all that He has said and revealed to us through the
Holy Spirit ” (CCC 1814). In Hebrews 111, St. Paul
wrote “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for
and evidence of things not seen.”

God manifested Himself to our fathers in many
ways. To prepare Noah and his family from the
impending 40 days/40 nights of deluge, God told
Noah to build a boat (Gn 6:14). “By faith Noah,
warned about what was not yet seen, with
reverence built an ark for the salvation of his
household.” (Heb 11:7). By faith Abraham, in his old
age, became a father, even as Sarah herself was sterile.
He trusted God to keep His promise. (Heb 11:11). The
faith of Noah and Abraham was a gift from God.

In Luke 7:6-7, the centurion said “Lord, do not
trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy to have You
enter under my roof ... but say the word and let my
servant be healed.” He had faith in Jesus. Jesus said
to the crowd in Luke 7:9 “I tell you, not even in
Israel have I found such faith” On the day of
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit rested on the Apostles and
it enabled them to speak in tongues. (Acts 2:1-4) Yes,
they received the gift of faith. They were born again
in the Spirit. Christ kept his promise.

Let us run patience and perseverance to the fight
proposed to us, setting our eyes on Jesus, the Author
and Perfecter of faith. (Heb 12:1-2).

Light of My Life

“For God so loved the world that He gave us His
only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him
might not perish but might have eternal life. For
God did not send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world might be
save through Him. Whoever believes in Him will
not be condemned, bur whoever does not believe
has already been condemned, because he has not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And
this is the verdict, that the light came into the
world, but people preferred darkness to light,
because their works were evil. For everyone who
does wicked things hates the light and does not
come toward the light, so that his works might
not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth
comes to the light, so that his works may be
clearly seen as done in God.” (Jn 3:16-21)

This is a much quoted scriptural passage, that |
Christians have committed it to memory. Memorizing
Word of God is hardly of the same level as applyiirig
our lives. Sometimes we become desensitized tosG
word, and the message becomes cliché. But thendiag
truth is God is Love; He is the Light of our livedich
envelops us all everyday.

The fullness of God'’s love for us is incomprehdasi
because as we keep committing acts against Hirkeéfes
forgiving us! Then there are also God’s actswatan not
fathom. For instance, why would God become mam?
becoming man, why would He live in poverty al
suffering? Why would He, being blameless, suffeistice
and cruelty for the sake of us? These are emgliestions
with endless answers which you can discover
yourselves. But indeed, what a gift is this |dwa God hag
placed in our hearts!

How do we receive His love? We can either chamgp

belong to the “light of the world”, or the “darkisesf the
world.” In running from the light or from God’'sue by
our dishonesty and shameful behavior, we resigremas
to a life in darkness and separation. On the dilwed, to
live in His light is to embrace Him and to live

transparency with all that we are, allowing useauhited
with God and with each other.

To come into the light is not easy. We must beebio
and accountable for our actions, to allow the liglgxpose
our true selves and expel whatever darknessasitsen
our hearts. To overcome our pride, selfishness,
worldliness is a challenge. But God in His infindee and
compassion rewards us with many blessings for
faithfulness.
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Fr. Paul Speaks

Pope Benedict in the recent publication of his second
volume, “Jesus of Nazareth” covers the events of Holy
Week, the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. The
whole work is a laying out of divine mercy through the
prism of the history of that most important week in all of
history. The new commandment revealed during Jesus’
last supper discourse could be viewed as the publishing of
a new “norn, a higher standard of morality. We may see
it as a challenge to reach for the highest possible moral
living, a kind of a new moral code. The newness of the
new commandment is not a call to supreme achievement,
but as Benedict so beautifully says; "The newness of the
gift can come only from the gift of being-with and being —
in Christ. This is accomplished by letting ourselves be
repeatedly cleansed and made pure by the Lord himself so
we can learn to act as he did. It depends on “T' being
absorbed into Christ, so that “it is not I who live, but
Christ who lives in me.” We must learn to be absorbed
into the Lord’s mercy so that our hearts will discover the
path of newness, and only then discover the possibility of
high moral living,

The beauty of all of this is that we are incapable of
confronting our own evil as well as the evil in the world
around us. This could be a discouraging reminder of our
basic incapacity to accomplish anything worthwhile in
the eyes of God. Rather because of the unconditional love
of God HE confronts the evil so obviously rampant in the
world around us if we let ourselves be drawn into the
embrace of his merciful forgiveness.

One of the passages in Scripture reminding us of God’s
mercy is Jesus’ plea from the cross: “Father, forgive them.
They know not what they do.” There can be a certain
excuse for sin. We are not guilty if we are unaware of the
seriousness of our offenses. To what degree are we
responsible for our ignorance? We do have an obligation
to search for truth. Part of our teaching and evangelization
ministry in BLD is to not just inform, but to form
followers in the truth of the gospel.

As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday we think of
John Paul II who will be beatified on Divine Mercy
Sunday as well as St. Faustina both of whom were
responsible for the devotion that has won the hearts and
minds of so many who could be caught up into the depths
of despair. Let the mercy of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
embrace us all once again during this joyful Easter season.

COUNS LS (fompage 1)
It is a love that is faithful and true, trustingldoelieving in an

unseen God Whose presence is felt and perceiaakhr

His work in our lives, in the wonders of the watdund us.
Our Word for the month of May say&: Christian
community is united in faith in Christ Jesus All of us who

COUNS I LS (from below)

have been called to this Christian community weBt#tas-
Loob sa Diyos, share the same faith in Christ Jestigss we
share the same calling to be one in our effoligedhe new
life of grace that Jesus has given us. We haveathe goal
and aspiration to please the Father, and ultimitelyvith
Him in heaven in fulfillment of His promise of etat life.
We define and call our community “Open in spiri&od” to
signify our oneness in Christ in pursuing and isgiio

achieve the goal of journeying through life with tjuidance

of the Holy Spirit.

This brings us to the themes and promises of eaek
in May, as prayed for and discerned by the elaersur
community, so that with one heart and one mind
members of BLD, can, hand-in-hand, run the raicebaur
mountains, hurdle obstacles together until, witugéy our
side, guiding us and pulling us up when we fallfiaish our
race and catch the perfect prize who is God, Himsel

In the first week, we profess our unity as a glg
community through our theme: “We are united irnfaihen
we believe in God.” This should not only be seltient, but
the basic premise of our being in community; thaeagh we
are many and have diverse ideas and gifts, weoarel by
one common faith in the Living God. Our Promisejrir
John 20:29, gives us the assurance that we vialdssed as

we translate that belief into actio®lessed are those whq

have not seen and have believellVe believe because w
have felt and experienced His presence in our lives

The 2nd week of the month (of Sunday of Easter
expresses our unity in faith as we recognize tesepce of
Jesus in the Eucharist. It is Jesus Himself, Watiited the
Eucharist during the last supper with His discigitesis the
Living Bread, and His Word in Scriptures tells it
whoever partakes of this bread will have life eteffhe act
itself, of raising and blessing the bread durirghtass, is a
reenactment of that scene more than 2000 yeararatjaje,
Catholics, believe that Jesus Himself is fully tuly present
in the Eucharist. He is the Living Bread we partai@uring
the Mass. It is through our participation in thecltauistic
Celebration that we receive our spiritual susten&ecause
Jesus gives us life. So, if we hear Mass everyeéulitds as
if we are “fed” only once a week; but consider, thise hear
Mass and receive spiritual sustenance every dajdmove
be more blessed, more Christ-like, as He comesatizeen
us? Our promise for the week is taken from Ps 16vHL
will show me the path to life, fullness of joys iour
presence, the delights at your right hand forevevfay we
be encouraged to be truly a Eucharistic commugnbyying
in wisdom and strength, knowledge and understasadinge
practice our faith each day .Continued on page 4

Direction: Let our hearts burn when He speaks to

in Scripture and in the breaking of bread|.
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COUNS KIS (frompage 3)

On the # Sunday of Easter, our theme presents Jesu
us as the Good Shepherd. As a community uniteditim i
Christ, we follow Jesus as our Good Shepherd, velstupes
and seeks us out whenever we go astray. As ourh&ftep
Jesus will always be there to nurture us with ldige] His
presence will always make a difference in the wayive our
lives. As promised in John 10:9\Vhoever enters through
Me will be saved, and will come in and go out arddf

pasture." How comforting it is to know that as we rely of

Jesus, Our Good Shepherd, we will be looked afterall
eternity and that we will have no reason to worrybe
anxious for anything, as He will supply us all mgeds. In
Him we will find pasture; we are “Home”.

Our second reading on th8 week of the month tells us

that we are a chosen race, a royal priesthoodyanhtion set
apart. We grow in our love for Jesus as our fathurtured
by His daily presence in our livé®o not let your hearts be
troubled,” He assures us in the Gospéh My Father's
house, there are many dwelling places. If there wenrot,
would I have told you that | am going to preparepéace for
you?” If He has gone to prepare a place for us, whaeiddis
there for us to fear? In our quiet moments of comipruwith
Him, let us express our thoughts and feelingsaspirations,
our doubts, our needs, to God. His Word gives esatiswer
to our many questions and longings. It encouragesnd
brings us to a higher level of closeness with Himye claim
the promise of the week, taken from Psalm 33IBe eyes
of the Lord are upon those who fear Him, upon thogado
hope for His kindness.”

 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

‘Marriage Encounter 37
May 13-15« Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
Contacts: Nick/Island Raag@snlraagas@yahoo.cof|
* Gary/Mil Camacha mla@bldnewark.com
Singles Encounter 26
June 3-5¢ Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, N
Contact: M/A Mangalonz@ singles@bldnewark.com

Solo Parent Encounter 1
June 24-26¢ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Applications available after worship. Contacts: illec
Vizcayno 914.963.9017 Miles Dionisio 703.899.996
YouthEncounter 1.8
July 8-10° Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
15-19 yrs of age. Contact: YM Tricordy@@Dbldnewark.com
Family Encounter 1.8
July 15-17+ Malvern Retreat House, PA
Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinidaghx.cmt314@comcast.ne
* Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com
Application forms available in BLD Newark websit

T . oRDS PROVISION
WEEK ENDING APRIL 29, 2011
Collections Actual YTD
Tithe/Love Offering 3,235 57,626
Financial details are available to all memberagmireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!
SAVE THE IDATIE

BLD Allentown Golf Invitational
June 12¢ Willowbrook Golf Club, Catasauqua, PA
Visit www.bldallentowngolf.confor more info.
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The last week of May is thé"@unday of Easter, and wi
are reminded of the greatest of His commandmerutge.LIt
is only through love of God and neighbor that we came
united under the banner of Christ, for God is Laued all
who love are in God. Without love, living in peaaed unity
will be extremely difficult. We become too legakisttoo
demanding or judgmental, too fault-finding with cen@other
to live in peace or unity. In fact, with no love bind us
together, there is no real community, only disgagabups of
people, each going their own way, each pursuing tven
ends. This is not what we aim for, for we are amamity in
Christ, a new order of Christ's disciples, unitedfaith and
fear of God because we love Him and we want to ile
Him forever.

We are truly an Easter people, who live in hopeHisr
kindness every day of our lives. We are open toLthd in
spirit, and find encouragement in one anotherltovioChrist.
The Lord well knows man’s propensity sin, so He has
given us His Holy Spirit, the Paraclete and Advectat help
us in our human weakness and dissuade us fromgfaifito
sin. That is the power within us, the power of ity Spirit,
given to us by Christ Jesus, because of God'sftmves. Let
us be motivated to keep our faith in Christ forgdemised us
in John 14: 15-16;1f you love Me, you will keep My
commandments. And | will ask the Father and He wgive
you another Advocate to be with you always.”

A soft copy of this CN caw be found at www.blldnewark.net, click on Covenant News.

Basic Prayer Counseling Seminar
July 23-24 Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
For committed and covenanted members.
BLD Newark Golf Invitational
Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

BLD Newark Dinner Dance

Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”
TEACHING CALENDAR

5/7*  Advanced Intercession / Intro to Spiritual \iéae
* LSS 30,31&32
Christian Maturity le LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12
5/13  Youth Teaching
5/20  Intro to IntercessionSE 25 & SE 26 Sponsors
Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
Teaching
5/21* Christian Maturity I* LSS 34 & 35, SPE 12
Missions with St. Paul Community
Prayer Leadership / Understanding Corpof|
Worshipe LSS 33 (ME33, SPE11)
5/27 Golden Years & Intercessory Formation

Teaching

Washing of the Feet/Agony in the Garden Retreat
June 4+ LSS 34, LSS 35, SPE 12

Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s At Reunion
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IO B S NN s COUNSICT _SsS
Upcoming PIC#37 Recognizing the Shepherd’s
Prager Warriors Needed Voice

This weekend May 13 to 15, 2011, our BLD

. ; ) ) THEME: We are united in faith when we follov
Newark community is sponsoring Marriage

Christ, our Good Shepherd

Encounter Retreat # 37 to be held at the RadissQO)orp: Acts 2:14. 36-41/ Ps 23:1-6/ 1Pt 2:20-2

Hotel in Carteret, NJ. Jesus had called all the Jn 10:1-10

participants in the retreat and He wants them t@gper 1. “Repent and be baptized, every one

recognize Him too. you, in the name of Jesus Christ fo
We ask all the members of the community to drop the forgiveness of your sins.(Acts

by and include in their weekend walk with Jesus the 2:38)

intercessions for a spirit-filled retreat that witlove 2. "Save yourselves from this corrug

the participants to look deeper into their marriage generation” (Acts 2:40)

see the importance of putting Jesus as the fodat poREFLECTION.

of their lives. It's been customary in Jesus’ time that during

During this Easter season we recall the narratiwinter season the sheep were brought to a comm
from the Gospel according to Luke wherein twashelter which was locked and kept secure by
disciples were joined by the resurrected Jesusas tguardian. During the summer months the sheep V
disciples were walking the seven miles fromusually kept out in the fields and then gatherdéd
Jerusalem to Emmaus. fold at night which was guarded by a sheph

Jesus was different and initially unrecognizal throughout the night. The shepherd was litera
During the walk, Jesus spoke to them in a manrar ththe gatethrough which the sheep had to pass.
made them open up their feelings of apparent The scriptures describe Jesus as a shepherd
disillusionment on the death of the man Jesus wh§uards and protects His people. His sheep recog
they believed‘ would be the one to redeem Israel His voice. In John’s GospeL Jesus said that Fm;pf
(Luke 24:21) and on the statements made by Womeyhuld hear His voice and follow Him.
in their group and some other disciples that Jesus’ Now, imagine a crowded sheepfold noisy w
body was missing from the tomb. _ milling flocks and the conflicting voices of sheptie

After the disciples spoke, Jesus then explained {o)jing their sheep. In our world today, there ariet
them that what had happened were all spoken of Ry \gices out there, beckoning, presenting thenese
the prophets and that it wasi€cessary that the 5 5 thoritative and speaking the truth. It's
Messiah should suffer these things and enter 'ntomarketplace full of claims and advertisements

his glory’ (Luke 24:26). It was only during the o -
: ) ple claiming to be better than others, athe
evening meal when Jesus broke bread with them thp(r%omoting their own belief (or non-belief), peop

mrerﬁlifﬂgszféeﬁ were opened and they recognize claiming to be Bible experts, and last but not tles
’ : Continued on page 3

Let us pray that in their hearts they will trul = »
recognize His presence and that this weekend woK AL Z adkon ST A%E We/e/
rekindle their love for each other that would rouse "lam the gate. Whoever enters through me will be

them to start to burn for the desire to know Jesussaved, and will come in and go out and find pasttre
more. (John 10:9)
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JESUS, STAY WITH US Food That

TFTrndures
"Stay with us” (Luke 24:29a)
“Do not work for food that perishes but for the fab

The Gospel reading | would like to refer to here is that endures for eternal life(John 6: 27)
called the Emmaus story. It is a beautiful story
because it is about the journey from blindness to Admit it, we all love food. Every time we have
enlightenment. In so many ways it encapsulates owathering, there is food. We especially have anstr,
journey through this earthly life. We start withtno desire for food that is not good for us. Even thHou
really knowing Jesus Christ personally. We do nosome of us have high cholesterol or are overwei
have any faith or trust in Him. We live our lives we continue to eat food that will only worsen o
focused on self-interest and pleasure. health.

But then Jesus comes into our lives. We do not Why do we continue to do these things eV
recognize Him because we are so preoccupied witlhough we know it is harmful to us? We do it beea
our fast paced orientation and our earthly goalst J food usually gives us the immediate alb
like the two disciples, who left Jerusalem aftee th momentary satisfaction we want.
crucifixion to go to Emmaus, we are just interested We don’t see the long term harm and thus dg
our own priorities and more often than not theydlea think of the consequences it will do down the raac
to sorrows and disillusionment. our lives. Sadly, as our Lord points out in thesee

“Stay with us.” This is what we want Jesus to doabove from John, we do the same thing with

because we do not understand, we do not know thgrayer life and with our faith. We look for thip

way, we are afraid. And yet if you think abouthte  immediate payback and not for the long term bene
has not left us. In fact, He has stayed with ughad In John 6, Jesus has just fed the 5,000 and beg
time. It is us who have left Him. of this people began to follow and believe beca

We easily get distracted by the world we live in.they know that He can provide them what they ng
Our senses want to taste and enjoy earthly lifed Anthey were fed and were satisfied. Jesus t
yet it is in the quietness within our hearts, tleadty reprimanded them and told them that they should
of our surroundings, and the stillness of life thet  work for food that perishes btfor food that endures
find Jesus. for eternal life”.

It is in His words that we find comfort and peace. We often make the same mistake. We tend to 1
It is in loving and caring for other people that weGod only when we need Him to help us solve ¢
meet Him face to face. It is in receiving His bathyd current problem - to help us get immedig
blood that we attain eternal life and we become lik satisfaction.
Him. We often forget that only by knowing Him mot

There was once a protestant who asked a cathobleill we be more like Him and gain the key to etérr
if he really believed that Jesus is in the tabdmat life. Only by understanding Him more can we beg
the altar of our Church. The catholic said “yes.” to understand His will and see His bigger plandibr

The protestant incredulously remarked, “Well if of us.
you believe that He is there, how come you are not Just as Jesus prayed to God for immediate rel
giving Him the adoration, the reverence, and thdérom the suffering He was to face, He gave in te
honor He deserves. Father’s will as He knew the plan.

If 1 believe Jesus is there, |1 will go down and But as some of these foods and medication
walk on my knees towards the altar to honor, adorere take may help us live longer, God gave
and praise Him.” something that will make us seek a higher purpo

How true! We want Jesus to stay with us and yethe Bread of life, eternal life with our Lord Jes
do we accord Him the honor and reverence thateés diChrist!
to Him.

Stay with us Jesus, and hold us to keep us fro

Your will and love You more. Amen!

going too fast. Keep us still. Keep us quiet. Irsth \. 3
way we can focus on You, hear Your voice, kno e
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COUINS X L (from page 1) COUNS E L (cont.)

television and radio broadcasts promoting errars it fitting to say that we, in the BLD Community
lifestyles. There is, indeed, so much noise! strive to live in the Spirit of Love?

We, surely, are blessed to belong to the sheepfold “For you had gone astray like sheep, but yda
of Christ — His Church — the Catholic Church. We ar have now returned to the shepherd and guardian
blessed to have the Son of God as our Shepherd, wiour souls’ (1 Peter 2:25)

came among us in order to lead us to the right.path For those of us who have gone throu|

We are blessed that despite so much noise, the voiEncounters and LSS, we know that we have mad
of Christ speaking to us can still be heard. 180-degree turn by returning to the sheepfold
“When he has driven out all his own, he walks Christ. We are still going through the ongoif
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, becausgrocess of conversion and we are transformed e
they recognize his voice. But they will not follov second and every minute of our lives through
stranger; they will run away from him, because they cleansing fire of the love of Jesus. It is not ea®y
do not recognize the voice of strang€r€lohn 10:4-5) in the midst of obstacles, challenges, and adwessi

Now, one might ask, “How could Christ’'s voice we find happiness in knowing that we have
be heard amidst all the distractions?” Well, whart ¢ Shepherd who is sincerely interested in the t
the words of Jesus be if not words of love andithar welfare of His flock.
towards all of us, whom He calls to salvation irs Hi So let’s listen to the Good Shepherd and becd
Name?Certainly, what Jesus says consists of nothinfamiliar with His voice in our hearts. Through tf
but words of love, for He, Himself is the Fathersreading of the Scriptures and our perso
Word of Love. He is the Word of Life begotten byrelationship with Jesus, let's listen carefully a
the Father in the Spirit of Love, the Holy Spiitho  discern, for there are many voices out there clagn
is the bond of their union and the expression eirth to be the shepherd. Jesus calls us to go through
devotion to one another. narrow road, but let’'s not be afraid of His callmay

When Jesus speaks, it is Love who speaks. Wheeem that His way confines or locks us into a aer
another speaks not in the name of Jesus but ratherpath or moral behavior, but know that by trustihg 1
his own name, it is the love of self that speaks, n Good Shepherd we will certainly reach the pastdire
the Love of God. The sheep know the voice of Jesuabundant life.
for He is the Love of God in person who came into
the world so that all might have life and have dren DIRECTION:
abundantly.

Jesus came to earth bringing with Him the faithful 1. Recognize and listen to the Lord’s voice.
love, which is the family life of God in the 2. Be patient when you suffer for doing what
blessedness of a Trinitarian life. He wants His I€hu good.
to be a family - a reflection of the Trinity in witi a 3. Do not return insult with insult.
spirit of unselfish love prevails, where mutual esar
nourishment, and protection are the manifest dift ¢
the Spirit of Love. Continued next column
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| MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS | COMMUNITY CALENDAR |

IsAalaAH 58/ SERVICE M INISTRY

Blood Pr&esureand Blood Sugar Check
Every 2 Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area

Singles Encounter 26
June 3-5 » Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, N}
Contact: M/A Mangalonz@ singles@bldnewark.com

MissionN
Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, NJ 07055
Every 29 Sat. of the month. Volunteers are neede

-Vizcayno 914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-99

Solo Parent Encounter 1
June 24-26 * Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
Applications available after worship. Contacts: illec
|

May 14 « ME 30 ¢ Contacts: Norie/Miriam Abes @
mormirl010@yahoo.com
Soup Kitchen

YouthEncounter 1.8
July 8-10 » Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
15-19 yrs of age. Contact: YM Tricordy@@bldnewark.com

Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwi
Every 4th Sat. of the month.

May 28 » Teaching Ministry  Contacts: Jovy/Emily

Lucero @teaching@bldnewark.com

Family Encounter 1.8
July 15-17 » Malvern Retreat House, PA
Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinid&aghx.cmt314@comcast.net
Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com

SECRETARIAT
Replacement IDs and database updates, will tak
placeevery 4™ Friday at the Auditorium

(€

Stewowrdship - ITs o way of life!

TEACHING CALENDAR

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

hte

5/13  Youth Teaching
T oRDbS PROVISION 5/20 Intro to Intercessiorr SE 25 & SE 26
WEEK ENDING APRIL 15, 2011 Sponsors . .
Collections Actual YTD Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
. . Teaching
Tithe/L ove Offerin 3,291 60,917 — -
Firenci detas s vl b al menbersgiiEas.y@hinenaioom | 51217 Christian Maturity Program LSS 34 & 35,
Thank you for your continued support! SPE12 _
Missions with St. Paul Community
May the blessing and favor of the Prayer Leadership / Understanding Corpo
Lord be upon those who are Worshipe LSS 33 (ME33, SPE11)
celebrating their birthdays and 5/27  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
wedding anniversaries this week! Teachin
g
6/3 Intro to Intercession SPE 12 & SPE 13
| Sponsors

DL C MEETING

Special Announcement

May 24+ 7:30pm-untile St. Mary’s Library

BLD Allentown Golf Invitational

Washing of the Feet/Agony in the Garden Retr eat
June4 «LSS34, LSS35, SPE 12

June 12 ¢ Willowbrook Golf Club, Catasauqua, PA

Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s At Reunion

Visit www.bldallentowngolf.confor more info.

Basic Prayer Counseling Seminar
July 23-24 « Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
For committed and covenanted members.

BLD Newark Golf Invitational
Sept. 17, Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

BLD Newark Dinner Dance
Oct. 15, “A Night To Remember”

r'd

LS

CN a/rd'wve/y are available at www.blldnewark.net, click ow Covenant Newsy.

"Be it remembered therefore, that
accordivg to- owr degree of
chawrity, will be owr degree of
eternal happiness; and not any

other virtue."
Saint Thomwy Aquinoy

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT |
Medical Mission 2012

May 31, 2011 is the submission deadline for venu

application and required documents. For more in

contact Mosti/Ling Garcia @istrict@bldnewark.con
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ME 37 Harvests 16 Couples

With the power of God’'s grace, we had a victorious
Marriage Encounter #37 as we are blessed with 16
couples responding to His call! The spirit-filled encounter
was held at the Radisson Carteret Hotel from May 13-15,
2011. The pastoral team included Father Michael Fugee
as the Spiritual Director and together with Merle & Bong
Encarnacion and Judy & Manny San Luis as presenters.

Their testimonies opened the eyes of the couples to
God's living presence in their married lives, and the use of
loving communications for a better and deeper relationship
with each other. They have inspired the class to persevere
and live their marriage covenant with love and trust.

We praise and thank you, Lord, for opening the hearts of
the couples and we pray for their continued transformation
with the power of your love. With happiness in our hearts,
we welcome the ME 37 graduates to our community led by
their shepherds Ency & Baby Alberto: Lennon and Anne
Ceria*, Rey and Daphne Cobarrubias*, Bong and Vina

Continued on page 3

BLD-NEWARK CONDUCTS YOUTH
ENCOUNTER FACILITATORS TRAINING

"Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an
example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”
(1 Tim 4:12)

A Holy Spirit filled youth encounter facilitators training
was completed last May 14-15 at the Divine Mercy Parish.
The Divine Graces of God made it possible for: the 5 youth
of Rockland, the 6 youth of Long Island and 11 youth from
Newark, to understand and comprehend what it takes to
be incorporated and be configured to Christ. By virtue of
their Baptism, the youth are made sharers in the anointing
of Christ to evangelize as prophets, to offer sacrifices of
praise as priest and to protect our faith as kings who
exercise dominions.

As youth evangelical leaders, the newly trained youth
encounter facilitators will be spiritually equipped to obey
and follow the commandment of Christ to "Let the children
come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these." (Mk 10:14); not only through
the Youth Encounter but also in their daily lives as they
grow into spiritual maturity.

Jesus Christ made it possible to collaborate Newark
BLD Youth Ministry resources with youth from other
districts and giving us a good and prime example through
witnessing what being "One Body in Christ" truly means.

Bulletin Edition

BUKAS-LOOB SA DIYOS COVENANT COMMUNITY * ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

May 20, 2011

COUNSEFEI s
Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled

THEME: We are united in faith when we devote
ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the
Word.

WORD: Act 6:1-7/ Ps 33:1-2,4-5,18-19/ 1 Pt 2:4-9/ Jn
14:1-12

ORDER: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Have
faith in God, have faith also in Jesus.” (Jn
14:1)

REFLECTION:

Today, our message is based on all three of our readings
with special attention to these words of our Savior in the
Gospel of St. John: “Let not your hearts be troubled;
believe in my Father, believe also in Me. And most
assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works
that | do, he will do also; and greater works than these he
will do, because | go to my Father”.

But how does one, like Philip, the apostle that Jesus is
addressing to, or me or you, do greater works than that of
Jesus? The fundamental point is whether or not one
believes in Jesus, or trust Him for who He truly is. Jesus
wants us to have faith in Him. He even uses “imperative”
verbs to make His point, like it is a command, such as,
“Don’t be troubled, or believe, or have faith in me”.

Once that faith and trust becomes a reality in our heart,
then a true relationship is established between us and
Jesus. Now, we can approach Him in faith, and not
demand a sign. And all that remains is to carry on His
works, but in the power of the Holy Spirit, not on our own
power. But, precisely, what is it that makes our works
“greater” than those of Jesus? Well, my brothers and
sisters, the greatness comes from the very fact of His
absence. Jesus is still present — in His absence! Everyday
He gives us signs in our life, showing us that He is there
and that He is with us. Most of the time, we are too
preoccupied with our things, that we fail to see Jesus
working. If we can continue to focus on Jesus Christ
through prayer and to call upon the Holy Spirit, then |
believe that we will be able to better see the works that He
is doing in our lives.

Continued on page 3

Promise of the WwWeek
“The eyes of the Lord are upon those who
fear him, upon those who hope for his
kindness.” (Ps 33:18)




Not To Condemn But To Save

“And if anyone hears my words and does not observe them, 1
do not condemn him, for I did not come to condemn the world
but to save the world.” (Jn 12:47)

Jesus is the unique revelation of God the Father, the only
begotten Son, who was sent as the incarnate Son of Man
to save humanity from the darkness of sin. He is the
exegesis of the Father. To comprehend the saving mercies
of God, we need to understand our covenant with God.

When God created our first parents, He exalted human
nature by giving them the divine life of sanctifying grace
and free will. (Gen 1:26-27) But then a great tragedy
occurred when Adam and Eve opted to use their free will
by disobeying God’'s commandment. As a result, humans
lost the divine life and the means of attaining heaven. But
because of God’s unconditional love for us, He promised
that His own Son would become human in order to redeem
us and restore the divine life to all. Therefore, God chose
to share in our humanity in order that we might come to
share in His divinity. (Jn 3:16-17)

Jesus came to us as a human being in fulfillment of
God’s covenant with us and to establish an effective
mediation between mankind and God. (Jer 31:31-34; Mt
5:17) Through the teaching ministry of Jesus, God made
His revelation for the salvation of mankind. (Jn 7:16)
Jesus, to be totally identified in solidarity with mankind, has
to undergo the necessity for the passion and die on the
cross to teach us, above all, the immense mercy and love
of God. (Rom 5:8)

Jesus’ Resurrection demonstrated His ultimate power
over evil as epitomized by death and is not only the
annulment of His death, but it is at the same time its
consequence. The redemptive suffering, death and
resurrection of Christ produced the glorious outburst of a
new life. Further, the fact that Jesus conquered death has
provided all those united to Him by Baptism and who
believed in Him, with the shared belief that they too will
share His glory, restoring us to God’s grace and making us
adopted children of God. (Jn 1:12)

Whereas the passion of Jesus is an event in the past,
which has taken place once and for all, the authority of
Christ is a present reality. The glorified Christ possesses it
and is exercising it at the present time. He is speaking to
all believers through the Sacred Scriptures and His bride,
the Church, in His capacity as heavenly high priest and
God. (Heb 9:25-28) And so does the gift of free will, given
to us by God from the beginning of man’s creation, is still
at work in us, in our contemporary life. The lifestyle on
earth we chose is our own responsibility and our response
to the Word of God is a measure of how we respond to the
Father. (1 Jn 2:22-23)

MY OTHER APOSTOLATE

“The favors of the Lord I will sing forever; through all
generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.”
(Psalm 89:1)

It would be an understatement to say that my husband
and | were not newlyweds when we came to BLD. As a
matter of fact, we are among the more mature members of
our ME class. Our children are grown and we have four
grandchildren. When birthday parties, First Communions,
and other family celebrations conflicted with community
events, we were happy to discover the “family comes first”
rule.

The best part was when we learned that babysitting the
grandkids is often referred to as “my other apostolate” or
perhaps that should be spelled apostolate. Of course, our
job goes way beyond babysitting. In a world where most
parents work and kids are involved in so many extra
activities, family time is very limited. Kids need the loving
attention of their grandparents. We're the ones who have
time to listen to them. Kids also need the prayers, wisdom
and faith that they learn by watching and listening to their
grandparents. According to the Second Vatican Council
the word apostolate means "every activity of the Mystical
Body" which "aims to spread the kingdom of Christ over
the whole world."

When | was a kid, | was always amazed to hear the
stories told by returning missionaries who had endured
every type of hardship and primitive living conditions in
order to “spread the kingdom of Christ.” They had learned
the local language and customs. They brought education
and medicine to remote areas. Even when faced with a
hostile reception, they lovingly carried the light of Christ
into every corner of the world.

Here we are, in the first half of the 21% century. We live
in comfortable homes. Our kids are loving, hard-working,
dedicated parents. Our grandchildren are well cared for
and well educated. Still there is a great need for us to be
grandparents with an apostolic mission. We have to help
our precious grandkids stand up to a hostile culture that
constantly bombards them with immorality and
materialism. And we have to learn a new language to do
it. Terms like 4G, HDMI, Blu-ray, megapixels, Google, and
apps were unknown to us just a few years ago but now are
everywhere.

Of course, | still have a lot to learn..my cell phone
doesn't even have a camera...and | can't text. But the next
time | am asked to spend time at “my other gpostolate,” |
will bring cookies and read bedtime stories and play Wii
Baseball, but | will also be sure to kiss those precious
faces, hold them close and bless them as only a
grandparent can...because there's just no app for that!

We are the captain of our souls, so to speak, and whatever
or wherever we direct our spiritual being is basically our own
making, whether we will be saved or be condemned. Jesus
brings light into the world so that those who believe in Him
and does the will of God can emerge from the darkness of
sin and walk permanently in the light of God. The world

judges itself as it accepts or refuses this light, the revelation

of the Father and thus Jesus does not actively judge. God

will judge us based on that measure. (Jn12:44-50)

So the choice is yours: salvation or perdition?




Ministry Matters —
Iinstitutional Ministry

“Proclaim the Word; be persistent whether it is convenient or
inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all
patience and teaching. For the time will come when people
will not tolerate sound doctrine, but following their own desires
and insatiable curiosity, will accumulate teachers and will stop
listening to the truth and will be diverted to myths. But you, be
self-possessed in all circumstances; put up with hardship;
perform the work of an evangelist; fulfill your ministry.”

(2 Timothy 4:2-5)

Timothy in verse 5 chapter 4 of his 2" book, encouraged
us to be patient, cheerful, and fearless in executing the
work of our ministry, enduring the persecutions and trials.
He admonished us to faithfully carry out and perform God’s
work without neglecting its sacred function; to proclaim His
words and to stand up for the truth, to bring glad tidings to
the poor and to bring the good news of salvation through
Jesus Christ. He reminded us to do God's work not
according to our own desires but according His own way
and the leading of His spirit.

Currently, the Institutional Ministry focuses on performing
the mission work of the community to institutions like soup
kitchen through the Missionaries of Charity, and nursing
homes visitations to the Hamilton Plaza Nursing Home and
Rehabilitation Center, and The Riverton Nursing Home.
Soup kitchen services are scheduled every fourth Saturday
of the month and visits to nursing home are scheduled
every second Saturday and Sunday of the month. The
ministry has manpower support from the different
apostolate of our community and volunteers from ME. In
keeping with God’s word, part of the activities during the
service is prayers and reading the scriptures. We recite the
rosary, pray with religious sisters, and say the prayers in
ACTS format. The homeless likewise receive nourishment
from God'’s word as we read and reflect on the readings for
the day.

The Institutional Ministry also serves the sick and the
aged of the Rahway community. We participate in the
celebration of a taped Holy Mass for the Catholic residents
of the Riverton Nursing Home. We act as Eucharistic
Ministers and provide healing prayers to all the residents.

We do our best to faithfully fulfill the duties of our ministry
without losing sight of its sacred function, all for the love of
God and His Glory.

ME 37 Harvests ... (cont. from page 1)

Regis*, Ryan and Leah Pagala®, Jim and Armi Clancy,
Jerry and Dana Facura, Jon and Elle Lambino, Gabby and
Ellen Lintag, Ed and Alice Mamaril, Jack and Emmie
McWade, Vic and Loucel Osias, Phil and Estee Peredo,
Tonio and San Saint-Jean, Michael and Lucy Scotti, Nonoy
and Dona Victoria, Rick and Ysabel Yglesias.

“...in toil and drudgery, night and day we worked, so as
not to burden any of you. Not that we do not have the right.
Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for
you, so that you might imitate us.”(Thess 3:8-9)

To God be the Glory for the things He had wonderfully
and powerfully done for us!
* Coordinators

COUNSELS (fompage 1)

The Gospel story also teaches us about trusting in God’s
Word for us. In the Gospel, Jesus begins by telling His
disciples that they should not let their hearts be troubled,
and then essentially gives them two reasons why they
should not fear. First they were to trust God. The bible
paraphrases the Greek text to read, “Do not be afraid, but
trust in God.” Those words were not cheap third person
words of advice, but rather Jesus’ own personal
experience with fear and His own distressed heart. He told
His disciples that His own heart was troubled just knowing
what events were before Him. But He could face them, just
because of His trust in God. This trust was not simple,
wishful thinking or a positive outlook on life, but rather, it
had a solid foundation. Jesus had seen on numerous
occasions the works of His Father. Crippled men stood
and walked for the first time because of His Words. A
woman had been healed just because she touched His
garment. Jesus had put God to the test and His Father has
delivered. He was not asking His disciples to have hope in
hope, or have faith in faith. Simply, he was telling them to
rely on someone who had already demonstrated His
trustworthiness.

Secondly, all through His life, Jesus was calling for trust,
trust in Himself, trust in God the Father, trust in His Words
and trust in the Kingdom of Heaven. The fundamental
condition of our Christian life is trust, for which comes hope
and love and every good work and the power of the Holy
Spirit. This is the doctrine of Christ, the Apostles and the
Church. The call on us, is to have the sort of trust that
makes us prepared to put our entire lives into God's
hands. Simply believing in Him is no good to us. We are to
have faith, and trust is the practical outworking of faith.

We can understand trust, though, can’t we? After all, we
find ourselves having to trust people everyday. We trust
whoever built our house that it's not to fall on our heads.
We trust the bank with our money. We exercise trust all the
time, quite unthinkingly, we know what it means. The call
here is not to a piecemeal trust in God, but rather, it is to a
complete trust in Him; trusting Him with our whole hearts
and putting our whole lives in His hands.

In today’s society, the ability to build trusts and a
trusting relationship is one of the most important
characteristics, in which we share responsibility in
achieving vision, and operate on a model of shared
relationship. Trust takes time to establish, and just mere
seconds to destroy. If trust is abused, then the impact can
be serious. Trust needs to be accompanied by
accountability, openness, reliability and equity.

Yet, God wants us to operate at a high level of trust — in
Him, between individuals and within the Church. God is
trustworthy. In Hebrews Chapter 13, verse 6, He says,
“Never will | leave you, never will | forsake you. Also, we
need to trust completely. Proverbs 3, verse 5 says, “Trust
in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding.” Lean instead on the wisdom of God’s
word. As we read daily and understand His word, we will
be learning to think His own thoughts. And that will help us
as we seek to trust in Him with all our hearts. Our
experience of placing trust in God should increase our
capability to trust, and encourage us to build trust within
our Christian fellowships. ( Continued on page 4)




MINISTRY COMMUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS CALENDAR
MISSION Singles Encounter 26
Soup Kitchen June 3-5 ¢ Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, NY
Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Newark NJ Contact: M/A Mangalonzo @ singles @bldnewark.com
Every 4th Sat. of the month. Solo Parent Encounter 13
May 28 ¢ Teaching Ministry ¢ Contacts: Jovy/Emily June 24-26 ¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, NJ
Lucero @ teachine @bldnewark.com Applications available after worship. Contacts: Lucille
SECRETARIAT Vizcayno 914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-9967
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take place Youth Encounter 18
every 4" Friday at the Auditorium July 8-10 * Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Stewardship — It’'s a way of life! 15-19 yrs of age. Contact: YM Tricord @ ycs@bldnewark.com

> Family Encounter 18
o July 15-17§°,Malvern Retreat House, PA
PROVISION Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinidad lynx.cmt314@comcast.net ®
WEEK ENDING MAY 13, 2011 Manny/Nette Manguiat @ fla@bldnewark.com
Collections Actual YTD For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
Tithe/Love Offering 3,623 64,540 www.masstimes.org or call 410-676-6000

Financial details are available to all members through treasury@bldnewark.com T EACHING CA LENDAR

Thank you for your continued support! 5/20 Intro to Intercession * SE 25 & SE 26 Sponsors

| SAVE ThHHE DATE . Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation Teaching
DI.C NMEERETING 5/21 Cl}r1§t1an Maturlty Program1 L.SS 34 & 35,SPE 12
Mav 24 * 7-30pm-until ® St. Marv’s Missions with St. Paul © Community
y VP : Y Prayer Leadership / Understanding Corporate Worship ®
HOLY SPIRIT BREAKFAST LSS 33 (ME33, SPE11)
June 11 » 9-.12pm * Church of St. Mary 527 Golden Years & Intercessory Formation Teaching
20 Legion Place, Closter, NJ 6/3 Intro to Intercession * SPE 12 & SPE 13 Sponsors
Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Newark Special Announcement
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, Cost $10/person Washing of the Feet/Agony in the Garden Retreat
Contact: F/M Venadas @ bobbitski @hotmail.com June 4 + LSS 34, LSS 35, SPE 12

BLD Allentown Golf Invitational Fri: after worship; *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s, At Reunion

June 12 Willowbrok Golf Club, Catasauqus, PA

Vi§it www.bldallentowngolf.CO{n for more in.fo Medical Mission 2012
Basic Prayer Counseling Seminar May 31, 2011 is the submission deadline for venue
July 23-24 » Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ application and required documents. For more info contact
For committed and covenanted members Mosti/Ling Garcia @ district@bldnewark.com
BLD Newark Golf Invitational
Sept. 17, Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA CounsELS (fompage 3)

As Catholics, we profess our faith at the Sunday liturgy.

BLD Newark Dinner Dance We summarize the things we believe, and it is our

Oct. 15, “A Night To Remember” responsibility to not only profess that faith and trust, but to
A Warm live it everyday in our lives, by our words and by our

actions. Taking our words and actions of our faith and trust

Welcome to into the world is how we share our royal priesthood with

Jesus Christ. The wisdom of trusting the Lord is one of the
— . dominant themes of the entire bible. It is demonstrated in
Welcome to e the lives of so many people and recommended by the
Marriage Encounter No. 3 | writers of the Scriptures over and over again. Finally, it is
i A= - 2 only by yielding ourselves completely to the Lord and by
trusting in His constant care that we can ever have the
peace of mind that we desire.
DIRECTIONS:
1. Let yourselves be built into a spiritual house.
2. Devote time to prayer and to the ministry of the word.
3. Place our trust in God.
4. Do the works that Jesus did.
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COuUuU NS ICT .S
Singlgs Preparg for SE#26 Do vyou love Me?

THEME: Woe are united in faith when we believe

N B NN S

As Singles Encounter 26, scheduled for June 3-5 at in the presence and power of the Holy
Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, NY, draws Spirit in our lives.
nearer, the Singles Ministry gears up for spitlel WorD: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20:;
weekend. On Sunday, May 22, the Singles ministry's 1 Pt 3:15-18: Jn 14:15-21
leadership along with the Witness and Coadbroer “Put the flesh to death and live in the
Development ministry held thBreaking of the Bread Spirit.” (1 Pt 3:18)
session which is the read-through of the sharers' “l ove God and keep His
testimony. The testimonies without doubt will touch commandments.” (Jn 14:15)
the lives of the young attendees. REFLECTION:

~In this Sunday's gospel, Jesus assured His
The encounter is open to all single young adults 2isciples and gave His promise to send the Holy

: : : "And | will ask the Father and He will give you
available at newark.bldsingles.org/retreats/singles nother Advocate to be with you always. = " (Jn

encounteior you may contact Roger & Pina Coquia 4:16) Our Lord promised that He would never

rccola0131@aol.coror Manny & Arlene Mangalonzo |eqve” us orphans. This describes God's

at arlenemanny@amail.canEveryone is encouragedencompassing love for us. Though the world

to disseminate this information to potential camatéd. does not see Him, those who love Him feel His

presence through the power of the Holy Spirit

Let us as one body in Christ lift up the candid,ate@‘"‘th dwellshlnl us. Thgz Lt;)rd reveals Himself fully
sharers, sponsoring class & auxies along with tﬁ%t ose who love and obey Him.

Spiritual Director, that they may be willing eanthe  «pg you love me?” Jesus clearly tells us how

vessels for the Almighty's loving plan in theirds. e can show we love Him. In John 14:15 He
Praise be to God! says, “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. ” Jesus does not want us to
keep His commandments out of a sense of duty
nor out of fear. We have to keep Jesus’
commandments because of our love for Him!
Obedience is essential in expressing our love for
Him. Keeping God’s commandments must
always be within the context of love. Jesus told
us that He had come to fulfill the

Continued on page 3

Promise of the Week

“If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. And | will ask the Father
e S A | and He will give you another Advocate to be
St. Francis Chapel, Graymoor, Garrison, NY ‘_ with you always...” (John 14:15-16)

- {




OPEN THE DOOR OF FAITH ToOo Your INarme

“They strengthened the spirits of the disciples and 7 Ggrve gb”y

exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying:i%

necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter NOt 10 us, LORD, not to us, but to your name giv
the kingdom of God” (Acts 14: 22) glory because of your faithfulness and love.
(Ps 115:1)

At four years of age, my son had shown his faith

in God which made me reflect on my own. It seems When faced with adversities and uncertainties|i

that the door of faith was opened to him at thisng life, where do you turn to? | turn to God. Deepides
age. Fretting over a small cut on his finger, &bbaf me, | know God loves me, but in moments
Neosporin and band-aid, | was consoled anaveakness and intense pain, | doubt, resent, hotd @
enlightened when he said: “Mom, it's okay, God willmy past hurts. Yet our Lord always lifts me up frg
give me a new skin”. The next day, he took off thedarkness to light and consoles me with His wor
band-aid and excitedly told me: “See mom, it's not'Trust in the Lord with all your heart, on your own
bleeding anymore, God gave me a new skin”. Faithntelligence rely not; In all your ways be mindfudf
Hope and Trust was already in his heart. him, and he will make straight your paths.(Prv
3:5-6)

Faith is defined as the confident belief or trumst i
the truth or trustworthiness of a person, concept o It's more than 2 years now since | lost my s¢
thing, or a belief that is not based on proof.dslio  Vividly, | still remember the joy and pride tha
be experienced. There are times when we dwindle iswelled in my heart, as the good memories of |
our faith because of lack of trust in a person okept flashing into my mind. He was everybody’s st
situation and the distractions of the world blingl u brother, friend, who was always there to help.
We become anxious and fearful, doubtful andoved to dance, was on the dean’s list and a
desperate at times. The Beloved Pope John Paul mionths away from graduation.
wrote in his book Crossing the Threshold of Hope:
“The value of faith cannot be explained, even thoug In my intense grief and hurts, | fell on my kne¢
efforts are often made to do so, by merely strgssinoffered and surrendered everything to Gddorhe to
its usefulness for human morality. Rather one couldne, all you who labor and are burdened, and | w
say thatthe basic usefulness of faith lies precisely irgive you rest. (Mt 11:28) On my saddest moments
the fact that a person believes and entrusts himsefind myself reading the bible. | felt that He wzg
By believing and entrusting ourselves, in fact, wespeaking directly to me, lifting up my spirit, daghg
respond to God’s Word". His love. He was telling me to put my tru

completely in Him and hold on strongly to my faith

Often our faith is tested in different life situais. spent time with the Blessed Sacrament, heard n
In this community, we have elders and fellowand received the Eucharist regularly. | atteng
members who have shared with us their wisdomworships, served in the ministry and in encount
trials and tribulations in their spiritual journeWe  with the BLD community. These gave me a dee
are affirmed with these famous lines: “Have faith”;sense of love for God that transformed my attitu
“Be steadfast in your faith”; “I'll pray for you”. from adversity to joy, as the Lord lifted up tf
“...With prayer and fasting, commended them to theburdens in my heart and the weight of my cros:
Lord in whom they had put theirfaith.” (Acts became more patient in dealing with things and m
14:23) It is through our witnessing and exhortationgrateful to our Lord’s provisions. Our Lord als
prayer and fasting for our brethren that we open oworked through the friends who stood there with
reopen the door of faith for ourselves. and my family.

The testimonies of individuals who experienced Today, | may have ups and downs in my fai
physical, emotional and spiritual struggles giveaus But each day, as | offer all my cares to Him, 1Ko
‘boost’ in our own faith, when we see and feel theiforward to a new dawn of hope, love, and life. W
faith in God. Faith thrives when we stay focused orthe grace of God, my family and | are able to mg
God rather than on ourselves. Let us listen toghoson with our lives.
who are wise in the ways of the Spirit and listen t

our inner hearts so that we will grow closer to the Gracious Father, thank You for Your love a
Lord, who puts faith in our hearts. mercy; for the gift of faith that helps us persevand
for carrying us through our trials and difficultie

“Faith is believing what you do not see; the rewafrd ~ “Praise the Lord,...Your love endures foreve(Ps

faith is to see what you belieV€St. Augustine) 136:1)
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C O UINS K L (from page 1)

commandments and He sums up all the
commandments — love of God and love of
neighbor. God's commandments are not
restrictive nor are burdensome laws, but are
expressions of His love for us and our love for
Him. He invites us to have a deep and personal
relationship with Him in our lives. We cannot
love someone whom we do not know. Often, one
needs the presence of the other person,
knowledge of the other, and above all, the need
to encounter, communicate and experience love.

How can we faithfully respond to Jesus’
love? On our own, we recognize that it is
impossible to know or love. By ourselves, we are
not capable of giving an affirmative response, for
we are weak and sinful. Jesus knew it that is
why He promised to all of us, “I will ask the
Father, and He will give you another
Advocate to be with you always ”. The Holy
Spirit will empower us to do tremendous deeds
for the Lord!

In baptism, the Holy Spirit gives us the
strength and grace to live the new life we have
been given — we become and live as children of
light, faith and love with God’s presence among
us.

In 1 Pt 3:15, St. Peter reminds us to
“...sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts... "~
Our lives are no longer our own, because we
belong to Him. Jesus, our Lord and Savior, is the
reason for our hope. Knowing His immense and
unconditional love for us is a source of our great
joy. Keep the commandment of love with a clear
conscience and pure heart.

In the first reading, Philip, a Jew who
believed in Jesus, went to Samaria to preach,
heal and perform miracles and to serve in spite
of all the sustained animosity, hatred and
prejudice between the Jews and the Samaritans.
Instead, he embraced them as his brothers and
sisters in the name of the Lord! His love and
obedience to Jesus’ call enabled the Holy Spirit
to work in him.

We, on the other hand have to go the extra
mile to win the hearts of non-believers patiently
through the power of our good witnessing and
the selflessness of our works. We may even be
misunderstood or even feel wronged because of
how we live

Continued next column

COUNSIT LI (cont)

our life in faithfulness to God and His
commandments. “For it is better to suffer for
doing good, if that be the will of God, than for
doing evil. 7 (1 Pt 3:17) In the midst of all
difficulties, we should keep in mind Jesus’
wonderful promise that “...whoever loves me
will be loved by my Father, and | will love him
and reveal myself to him. " (Jn 14:21)

"...Put to death in the flesh, he was brought

to life in the Spirit. " (1 Pt 3:18) The more we
pray, the more we become sensitive to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit, so that we become
faithful instruments and effective witnesses of
God's love. Love leads to faith and it gives us
courage and patience to face everything without
fear.

At the end of the day, what Jesus is asking of
us, is that we show our love for Him by loving
others in the same way we love God. We should
respond to the needs of those around us, (to our
family, friends and strangers, not only here
inside our BLD community but, everywhere), by
allowing our actions to speak louder than our
words. Love binds the community, united in faith,
in the person of our Savior Jesus Christ, who is
the epitome of Love.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Suffer for doing good, if that be the will of
God.
2. Sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts.




| MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSION
Soup Kitchen
Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwd
Every 4th Sat. of the month.
May 28 « Teaching Ministry ¢ Contacts: Jovy/Emily
Lucero @teaching@bldnewark.com
SECRETARIAT

T oRDS PROVISION
WEEK ENDING MAY 20, 2011

Collections Actual YTD

Tithe/Love Offering 4,004 68,544
Financial details are available to all memberagmireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

| SAVE THE DATE

HoLyYy SPIRIT BREAKFAST
June 11 9-12pme Church of St. Mary
20 Legion Place, Closter, NJ
Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Newark
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, Cost $10/person
Contact: F/M Venadas @obbitski@hotmail.com
BLD Allentown Golf Invitational
June 12+ Willowbrook Golf Club, Catasauqua, PA
Visit www.bldallentowngolf.confor more info.
Basic Prayer Counseling Seminar
July 23-24« Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
For committed and covenanted members.

BLD Newark Golf Invitational
Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

BLD Newark Dinner Dance
Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”

The Disciples Prayer

Jesus, my Lord and my Brother, let me do Your work
for Your sake, and not for my own pride or self
satisfaction. As long as | want what You want | will act
prudently and safely. If | fret at my failures | am
working for myself and not for You. Your will is to be
done, not mine. | hope to attempt all of the good
within my reach but | will attempt all of the good
within my reach but | will not be over-anxious about
the results. If | lose my presence of mind and my
peace of soul it is because | am thinking more of Your
work than Your will. | need only do my best. The rest
depends on the people around me and Your grace.
Let me never think | am bigger or more able than
You. | now put all things into Your hands. Amen.

Replacement IDs and database updates, will take
placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

Stewoawrdship - IC's v way of lifel!

COMMUNITY CALENDAR |

Solo Parent Encounter 1
June 24-26¢ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
Applications available after worship. Contacts: illec
Vizcayno 914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-99|
YouthEncounter 1.8
July 8-10° Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
15-19 yrs of age. Contact: YM Tricordy@@bldnewark.com
Family Encounter 1.8
July 15-17+ Malvern Retreat House, PA
Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinidaghx.cmt314@comcast.net
Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S. A,
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

TEACHING CALENDAR

5/27  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
Teaching

Intro to Intercession SPE 12 & SPE 13|
Sponsors

CDFP Overview / Intro to the WordVIE37

Youth Teaching

Intro to Commitment LSS 36 & Singles

Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
Teaching

Healing and Deliverancel. SS 30, 31, 32, 3
including SPE 11

New Creation Realities / Growth in Praye
LSS 36

Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
Teaching
Special Announcement

Washing of the Feet/Agony in the Garden Retreat

June 4+ LSS 34, LSS 35, SPE 12
Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’$ At Reunion

6/3

6/10

6/17

6/18*

6/24

Ignorance of
the Bible 1s
Ignorance of

Christ.

Read yvyour Bible daily!
May the blessing and favor of the Lord be upon
those who are celebrating their birthdays and
wedding anniversaries this week!

SPECIAT. ANNOUNCEMENT

Medical Mission 2012
May 31, 2011is the submission deadline for venu
application and required documents. For more in

contact Mosti/Ling Garcia @istrict@bldnewark.con

CN awrchives are availlable at www.bldnewark.net, click on Covenant News.
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Spring Cleaning Kick Off

“Complete your outdoor tasks, and arrange your
work in the field; afterward you can establish your
house.” (Proverbs 24:27)

Our annual Spring Cleaning project here in our
home parish of the Divine Mercy kicked off last
Saturday, May 21. Due to conflict with another
event, there were a few hardy souls who came.
Together with the parishioners from other groups,
they accomplished enough to get our home parish to
look its best as is deserving of the House of Worship.
One member of our community came with flowers,
another brought tools, and still another donated
much needed trash cans and cleaning supplies.
Through the inspiration of Fr Robert and in keeping
with past BLD practices, someone brought
ingredients for an impromptu barbecue and
refreshments that gave everybody an opportunity to
fellowship with each other. It was a perfect ending to
show appreciation to everyone for work well done.

There is still so much to be done, though and
again we ask our community to come forward and
give time to help keep our home clean, looking like a
mansion of the Lord. This is a work in progress and so
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enjoy each other’s company in
the house of our Lord. Remember
the date- next Saturday, June 11,
2011!

we again invite everyone to the
ARETHE
CHURCH
TOGETHER

next opportunity for our BLD

community to join hands with the
Ignorance of the

Bible

rest of the parish to help make
our home a clean and

s Ignorance of
Chwrist.

comfortable place to stay and
Read yvour Bible daily!

June 3, 2011
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Proclaim the Kingdom of God

THEME:

We proclaim the Kingdom of God when we
make disciples of all nations.

WOoRD: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3,6-7,8-9; Eph 1:17-23;
Mt 28:16-20
ORDER:  “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |

have commanded you.” (Mt 28:19-20)
REFLECTION:

The Theme for the week is: We proclaim the
Kingdom of God when we make disciples of all
nations. At first glance, it seems impossible to follow
the theme if we rely solely on our human capacity, to
“proclaim the Kingdom of God and make disciples of
all nations”. It would require so much manpower and
resources. This command though is for all members
of the Catholic Church, which includes BLD.

First, we should reflect on how Jesus enabled the
first disciples, many of them ordinary fishermen, to
go out and proclaim the Kingdom of God. In the first
reading Jesus said: “You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes down on you; then you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and
Samaria; yes even to the ends of the world.” (Acts 1:
8) The Holy Spirit, which He sent after His ascension,
reaffirmed their faith in Jesus Christ. They were
convicted of their sins, repented, and reformed their
lives. The Holy Spirit gave them the power to
proclaim the Kingdom of God and through their
successors, the Church continues to proclaim the
same message throughout the whole world.

We too in BLD have received the Holy Spirit. We
are being called to proclaim the Kingdom of God. Our
proclamation should begin with members of our own
family, especially our children by Continued on page 3

Prowmrise of the Week

“And behold, I am with you always, until the
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b)
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“Amen, amen, | say to you, you will weep and
mourn, while the world rejoices; you will grieve, but
your grief will become joy.” (John 16:20)

An open letter to my beloved:

It’s almost a year now since | lost you. | still
couldn’t put together my emotions, my disbelief that
you’re gone forever. | was so numb; | had no fear as |
gazed at you in that hospital bed. All | had was my
trust in God and the hope to be with you again.

| could hardly speak as you opened your eyes but
to say, “pray, pray, pray without ceasing.” You
nodded and grasped my hand then you drifted back
to sleep, as they wheeled you to the O.R. | felt
helpless, unable to save you. | still feel the guilt, for
not fighting for your life enough. | gave consent,
trusting the doctors in their decision. All | wanted was
the best for you.

They gave you back to me with your lifeless body.
| didn’t feel death but | saw it as a start of your
journey to eternal life. | raced to ask the Lord gladly,
to embrace you and take care of you, as |
surrendered you to Our Creator. | wished | could have
held you longer but everything went fast; there was
no time to say goodbye.

| wish you could feel the way | feel. | miss you. |
love you and thank you for loving me and taking care
of me. Events of last year have passed and | found my
way of coping. Memories will always be there. | love
looking back where we began, seeing and
remembering as we were at the beginning, opening
up memories we made together. These have brought
me to where | am today. But now you are gone. The
scenes of your life and your passing had run its
course. While | bravely cope with my grief of losing
you, | am encouraged for | know that God is always at
my side.

There is no love greater than the love of God who
had called you. It is also this love that consoles me
now in my grief; for as long as | have God with me He
will give me comfort and joy in remembering you,
giving me strength as | continue on. | will seek the
help of the Lord always for He is my joy in grief. Till
we meet again, my love.

“So you also are now in anguish. But | will see you
again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will
take your joy away from you.”

(John 16:22)

God’s Choserv Vessel

“...My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my
spirit rejoices in God my savior. For he has looked
upon his handmaid's lowliness; behold, from now on
will all ages call me blessed.” (Luke 1:46-48)

Her life and the role she played for our salvation
was defined even before she was born. As the Ark in
the Old Testament was Noah’s safety net, so was
Mary, God’s Ark of the Covenant in the New
Testament. Isaiah 7:14, prophesied, “Therefore the
Lord Himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall
be with child, and bear a son, and shall name Him
Immanuel.” She was to carry out the fulfillment of
God’s new plan for salvation through His Son, Jesus
Christ, both human and divine.

Mary found favor with God and she would give
birth to His Son, Jesus. Mary was understandably
alarmed, asking “How can this be, since | have no
relation with a man?” The angel replied, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you.” (Luke 1:34-35) As God'’s
chosen vessel, Mary epitomizes complete faith and
obedience, “May it be done to me according to your
word.” (Luke 1:38). Oblivious to the pains of birth,
burdens of rearing and nurturing, she followed her
heart and obeyed. She said YES to the incarnation
and stayed with Jesus in the paschal mysteries of His
life: His first miracle at the wedding feast in Cana, His
agony and pain at His crucifixion and death,
unbearable waiting while praying with the disciples at
Pentecost.

Mary’s assent made her the new Eve, the Mother
of the living- “death through Eve, life through Mary.”
(Lumen Gentium 56). “... Eve’s disobedience was
untied by Mary’s obedience. What the virgin Eve
bound through her unbelief, Mary loosened by her
faith.” (CCC 494).

In 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed that “The most
Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of
her conception, by the singular grace and privilege of
the Almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus
Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved immune
from all stain of sin.” (Dogma of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Mother) Being reserved for
God, Mary is the sinless mother to the sinless Child,
Jesus. In Mary, the ultimate of intimacy with the
Triune God is achieved: daughter to the Father God,
mother to the Divine Son, and spouse to the Holy
Spirit.

Even at the end of her life on earth, the Blessed
Mother was exempt from the penalty of death and
decay as she assumed into Heaven body and soul. As
God’s chosen vessel, she remained the most
beautiful, glorious and beloved creature of God, the
Queen of Heaven and Earth.
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being present to them, praying for and with them
and demonstrating our concern for their youthful
concerns and struggles in the countless ways that
show Christ’s concern for them and the family. We
can also proclaim God’s Kingdom through our care
and concern for our own parents and in our lived
witness of our new life in Christ Jesus to our relatives
and neighbors. From our immediate family circle, we
can move on to our workplace — where our
commitment to excellence and honesty give witness
to our Christian work ethics, untainted by corruption
and greed.

In community life, we should endeavor to
proclaim the Kingdom outside of the safe confines of
community and join in mission work. Bishop Chito
Tagle points out that before we can proclaim “we
must first go” (An Easter People p.12). We should not
remain content with our accomplishments, the
number of weekend Encounters and Life in the Spirit
Seminars that our district have conducted, nor
should we remain fixated week after week in merely
attending worship service and Word Sharing Circles
which, while necessary for our spiritual growth, are
not enough by and of themselves. We need to go out
to proclaim the Kingdom of God to experience the
wealth of our glorious heritage and the
immeasurable scope of His power (Eph 1:18-19).

The early members of BLD were fired with
enthusiasm to proclaim the Kingdom of God. They
were able to establish districts in Luzon, Visayas,
Mindanao and Hong Kong. After settling down and
praying for discernment, members who later
migrated to North America initiated the
establishment of BLD Districts there. In proclaiming
the Kingdom of God, they did not preach theology, or
discuss political issues. Rather, they shared on their
personal encounter with Jesus Christ, and how they
accepted His Love and the new life that He offered,
in the process experiencing His peace, joy, healing
and love. And, as they witnessed to His work in their
lives, people who heard their sharing opened their
hearts to Jesus.

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we should earnestly
proclaim the Kingdom of God through our witnessing
by accepting our leaders’ invitation to be sharers,
teachers and doers of the word by joining the
mission of the community. Then we, the community
and the Universal Church, can truly make disciples of
all nations. We should not be afraid, nor should we
concern ourselves about our resources, for we have
the Promise of the Week: “And behold, | am with
you always, until the end of the age.” (Mt 28:20b)
DIRECTION
®= |n response to the new BLD Vision and Mission,

exercise the gifts of the Holy Spirit and develop

more witnesses for the Lord.

. IPawunl
Sprrpaealks

As we sail into the conclusion
of the great Easter season, the
great GIFT of the Spirit s
presented to us by the risen
Jesus. We should be reminded
that we are not just a covenant
community, but a charismatic
community. That is why as powerful as are our
encounter weekends, the real power comes from the
infusion of the Holy Spirit. Without that anointing we
tend to concentrate on doing things right, etc.
Certainly we should often reevaluate and fine tune
our presentations. For there can be the tendency to
just repeat what worked well in the past. Changes
can offer improvements and new possibilities. But
the real power comes not from efficiency, but from
the Spirit. All involved in encounter weekends, from
Crossings to SPE should be prayerfully attuned to the
inspiration of the Spirit. The tendency is to either
neglect or presume that this supernatural dimension
will always be present. Thank God that in my
experience the weekends always seem to be
powerful and Spirit-filled. But | often wonder if more
could or should be happening.

The outline of the LSS weekend could be
prayerfully renewed and reflected upon. Leaders on
weekends should reflect over and over again the
experience of their LSS. Pentecost is the time for all
of us to meditate again on those power LSS
teachings. Recall the teaching on God’s love and the
unconditional presumption we can make that that
love will always be there and ready to be released as
we and the candidates open up to that precious
reality of God’s love which is actually a person, the
person of the Holy Spirit. Recall that that love was
purchased for us by the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Thus, holiness is more than good moral
living. It is primarily living in conscious loving
relationship with Our Lord. Recall that the Spirit gives
us a supernatural life, an ability to live in deep
intimate union with the Holy Trinity. Recall that the
Christian life is more than doing. It is yielding and
receiving the supernatural ability to pray and live
beyond our capacity. We can overcome the deepest
sinful habits. We can pray from the heart as we yield
to tongues. We can become mystics as we grow in
contemplative prayer. Continued on page 4




Prayer for the Seven

Glfts of the Holy Spirit
O Lord Jesus Christ Who, before
ascending into heaven did promise
to send the Holy Spirit to finish
Your work in the souls of Your
Apostles and Disciples, deign to
grant the same Holy Spirit to me
that He may perfect in my soul, the
. work of Your grace and Your love.
Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that | may despise
the perishable things of this world and aspire only
after the things that are eternal, the Spirit of
Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of
Your divine truth, the Spirit of Counsel that | may
ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and
gaining heaven, the Spirit of Fortitude that | may bear
my cross with You and that | may overcome with
courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation,
the Spirit of Knowledge that | may know God and
know myself and grow perfect in the science of the
Saints, the Spirit of Piety that | may find the service of
God sweet and amiable, and the Spirit of Fear that |
may be filled with a loving reverence towards God
and may dread in any way to displease Him. Mark
me, dear Lord, with the sign of Your true disciples
and animate me in all things with Your Spirit. Amen

T . OoRDS PROVISTON
ING MAY 20, 2011
Actual YTD

Tithe/L ove Offering 3,685 72,229
Financial details are available to all memberadmieasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

Stewowrdship - ICs v way of life!
| SAavi THE DATE |

HoLyY SPIRIT BREAKFAST
June 11 ¢ 9-12pm e Church of St. Mary
20 Legion Place, Closter, NJ
Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Newark
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, Cost $10/persor
Contact: F/M Venadas @obbitski@hotmail.com
BLD Allentown Golf Invitational
June 12 ¢ Willowbrook Golf Club, Catasauqua, PA
Visit www.bldallentowngolf.confor more info.
Basic Prayer Counseling Seminar
July 23-24 « Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
For committed and covenanted members.

BLD Newark Golf Invitational
Sept. 17, Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA
BLD Newark Dinner Dance

Oct. 15, “A Night To Remember”

WHhHEK END
Collections

CN awrchives are available at www.bldnewark.net, click on Covenant News.

Fxr. Paul

Jesus has gone home to the “right hand of the
Father.” But He has not gone away. In fact the
invisible dimension of His presence is all around us.
We live in the atmosphere of the supernatural. Our
faith penetrates that veil and reveals to us that
dynamic presence of Jesus always ready to baptize us
again with that gift of the love He shares with the
Father, Holy Spirit.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR |

Solo Parent Encounter 11
June 24-26 » Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
Applications available after worship. Contacts: illec
Vizcayno 914-963-9017 Miles Dionisio 703-899-99|
YouthEncounter 1.8
July 8-10 » Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
15-19 yrs of age. Contact: YM Tricordy@@bldnewark.com
Family Encounter 1.8
July 15-17 » Malvern Retreat House, PA
Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinidaghx.cmt314@comcast.net

Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MilssIoN
Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, NJ 07055

(from page 3)

June 11« John 6 Ministry * Boyet/Zita Cruz
John6@bldnewark.com Audie/Vulet Chong
732-356-9056
IsAalaH 58/ SERVICE MINISTRY
Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
Every 2% Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area

6/3 Intro to Intercession SPE 12 & SPE 13
Sponsors

CDFP Overview / Intro to the WordV E37

Youth Teaching

Intro to Commitment LSS 36 & Singles

Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
Teaching

Healing and Deliverancel SS 30, 31, 32, 33
including SPE 11

6/10

6/17

6/18*

New Creation Realities / Growth in Praylp

* LSS 36
Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
Teaching
Special Announcement
Washing of the Feet/Agony in the Garden Retr eat
June4 LSS 34, LSS 35, SPE 12
Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’s At Reunion

6/24

Every 29 Sat. of the month. Volunteers are needel.
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BLD-Newark welcomes Solemnity of the
two more deacons! Most Holy Tirimitss

The BLD Newark community has been doublyTHEME: We proclaim the Kingdom of God when w
blessed in the months of May and June this yean Tw share our belief in the mystery of the Hg
more of our covenanted members, Emeruwa (Eme) Trinity.
Anyanwu (ME#15, LSS#15) and Jose (Joey) VioldVORD: Ex 34:4-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52-56; 2Cor 13:11-1
(ME#6, LSS#6) have answered the call to deeper Jn 3:16-18
service in the Church. Both men were ordaine@RDER “Mend your ways, encourage one anothgf
permanent deacons - Deacon Eme in the Archdiocese agree with one another, live in peace.
of Newark, NJ and Deacon Joey in the Diocese of (2 Cor 13:11)
Bridgeport, CT. REFLECTION:

. . The Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery
Deacons are ordained as a sacramental sign 0 )¢ Christian faith and our Christian life- the rery

Church and to the world of Christ, who came "tgy Gog's intimate life, the mystery of divine lovéle
serve and not to be served.” The title ‘deacon’ @M pelieve in one God in the Trinity and the Trinity

from the Greek worddiakonia meaning “servant.” ynity. We distinguish among the Persons - Fatl
Whether they are involved in the Church’s liturdicagon” and the Holy Spirit, but we do not divide t
or pastoral life or in her social and charitablesybstance:We do not confess to three Gods, but g
endeavors, deacons are “strengthened by tlwd in three Persons, the ‘consubstantial Trinit
imposition of hands that have come down from thghe divine Persons do not share the one divi
apostles.” In the Latin Church, deacons may baptizemong themselves but each one of them is God, v
proclaim the Gospel, preach the homily, assistnat aand entire.”(CCC253)

bless marriages, and preside at funerals (Catecdism  Ag we contemplate this mystery that can nevel
the Catholic Church). fully understood or defined, we find a God in t

Deacon Eme is assigned at St Joseph’s ﬁpOk of EXO(_jUS WhO |n|t|at6d a call for a de
Maplewood, NJ while Deacon Joey will be serving d@ersonal relationship with His people. He comes
St. Gabriel's in Stamford, CT. We thank not onlyMoses and reveals Himself &sThe LORD, the
Deacons Eme and Joey for responding to the call k¥RD, a merciful and gracious God, slow to ang;
service but also thank their wives, Imma and Lind&nd rich in kindness and fidelity. (Ex 34:6) Moses
and their families for their generosity in sharimeir
spouses and giving their consent for them to ser
more fully in the Church.

rship and supplication. He puts his trust in Hi
who is not only a just God, who freed the Israsli
from slavery in Egypt, but a compassionate One

At the diaconate ordination ceremonies, theell, as He continued to bless them and forgiveért
presiding Bishop exhorts the new deacons to “Belieins, iniquities, and infidelities.

in what you read, teach what you believe, and '[mlct In the Gospel of John, Jesus teaches us abou
what you teach.” Let us pray for our newly ordaineghagnitude of God’s love. Continued on page 3

comes to know Him more deeply and bows dowr|i

deacons that they be able to live out their vows ”
become good witnesses for all whom the Lord ca Prowirise of the Week

“in order to serve” Him and His people through His “.--€veryone who believes in him might not peris
Church. but might have eternal life."(John 3:16b)

Ignorance of the Bille is Lg/vvcrrwm of Christ. Read youwr Bible daily!

er,
e
ne

i.ty
hole




|m He Listens, He Delivers
Life in the Spirit Apostolate “| sought the LORD, who answered me, delivered

" . , me from all my fears.” (Psalm 34:5)
Repent and be baptized, every one of you, inthe  This could very well be me calling to Him fg

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your refuge. For like David, when he tried to flee thrgk
sins; and you will receive the gift of the holy $ibi ~ of Gath (1 Samuel 21:13-16), | seek the Lord
For the promise is made to you and to your children protection. If only | could be enfolded in His arrs
and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our God would be safe. And | go to Him, our Lord, not or
will call." (Acts 2:38-39) when | am in danger, but at all times when | ana «
loss as to what to do. He is my Protector, thet light
The Life in the Spirit Seminar is a retreat thashines on my path, my Comforter who warms

centers on God, the Holy Spirit. It is like openiag heart and fills me with hope.

new door. A Life in Fhe Spirit Seminar (LSS) is g many times in my life, through all my tria
designed to help us yield to the power of the Holgnd tribulations, | have sought Him and implorednH
Spirit in our lives just as our Lord Jesus Chrisfor deliverance. Let not this misfortune fall on Inte
empowered the Church on the day of Pentecost. hear myself cry. Unlike Jesus when He accepted

Our BLD Community through the Life in the fate on that evening in the Garden of Gethsemat

- . - try to deflect the things | fear. And when beset
Spirit Apostolate Ministry (LSA Ministry) schedulestotgh decisions, | call%n Him to guide me so thet

two LSS weekends every year intended for those Wh,tcome will be in my favor. | know He has n
have attended Marriage Encounters, Singlggrsaken me. For by His presence, my Lord and G
Encounters, Solo Parents Encounters and othely Shepherd is always around to hear me.
invitees, who desire a new awareness and deeper.l.here are times when | think He does not heed
relationship with God, especially through the warki plea. For the answer seems to hang on the br
of the Holy Spirit. It is an invitation t0 “Stir 0 There gre also times when | think He doesn't like
flames,” in a renewed Pentecost, the gift of theyHO hecause His decision is not what | hoped for, er
Spirit that was given at Baptism and Confirmation.  outcome is not what | expected. My reaction is “W
LSA has the task of implementing gLord?” And just like a child who cries to his mo

requirements for LSS candidates beginning witﬁ’theHri'Shgret’Stl qﬁgsﬂﬁg\"vgu&ne%;tﬁsg tgr':gshghes :gsr

app!ications and coordinating - with thg Te?Chinguture. He knows me. He understands what is gond
Ministry for them to attend the LSS Orientation. lt,e He never truly abandons me but is telling

coordinates the discernment of shepherds for eacpiave no fear ... because | am with you to deliv
lamb with the Class Shepherds and the DCS andyisu.” (Jeremiah 1:8) | only have to wait and
responsible for the preparation of all reading male patient.

for Lambs and Shepherds before the Salubungan. “In danger | called on the LORD: the LORD

The LSS candidates participate in BLD’s uniqu@nswered me and set me fregPsalm118:5) By the
process of shepherding for four weeks. Thesgme token, David sets the final tone on his pegi
shepherding sessions give the discerned sheplairdsOftentimes, in the Book of Psalms, | hear him call
of whom are covenanted members of the communit he Lor_dhforr] re;‘]uge ar]ld dellverfa?ce, b”rf tovr\llardes
an opportunity to share with their lambs their ow d, with the heart of a grateful son, he thanks

; , . Lord for releasing him from his burden. Our Lo
experiences of God’'s love and transforming POWEL - nts us to go to Him, to lay at His feet problett
and to discuss with them how to live a life in amith '

the Holy Spirit. Shepherds help their lambs prepagoting parent, is always around to guide and pto
mentally and spiritually to open their hearts for gs.

meaningful encounter with Jesus and the renewal-ef
the Holy Spirit in their lives. LSA members work BLD-Allentown Holds Golf Outing
behind the scenes overseeing the progress and

problems of each lamb, while coordinating with _June 12, 2011, BLD-Allentown held its fun
Intercessory Ministry for needed prayers. raising golf tournament at the_ Wlllc_)w Brpok Gg
Club in Catasauqua, PA. Despite a light drizzléhim

While shepherding sessions are on-going, LSforning, the weather turned out for the betterrtiss
continues with its task of conducting briefingsof the day. At 7am the golfers started arrivinge(
guiding and helping the discern€ontinued on page 4 first golfer who registered was Continued on page 4

are too heavy to carry. He is our Father and, &k

b

or

ny

His




C()UNSELS (frompage 7) TV.M Forg/lwW
So great is the Father’s love that He sent His Son , ] ,

to save us‘ For God so loved the world that he gave If you forgive others their transgressions, your
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him heavenly Father will forgive you.(Matthew 6:14)
might not perish but might have eternal life.(Jn One of the most powerful weapons we have is
3:16) It is Christ who reveals to us in all itslfidss ability to forgive. In many respects forgivenesshe
the inner workings of the mystery of the Holy Ttini most difficult of all human virtues to practice;tyie
“...No one knows the Father except the Son andemains central to any lasting healing proce
anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal HiflMt  personal or collective. Its importance is oft
11:27) It is Jesus, who speaks of the coexistefice underrated and unspoken. On the surface it somgt
the Holy Spirit with the Father, and who sends Him seems an unfair thing to attempt given the pairseadl
the Church to sanctify it until the end of timedahis by an injustice. But practicing forgiveness is
He who reveals to us the perfect oneness of lifti@f foundation stone for healthy living. It is the step
Three Divine Person$.If you love me, you will keep need to take to be free of the ongoing negativeceds
my commandments. And | will ask the Father, andof past injustice. It has transformative qualitiest

he will give you another Advocate to be with youfound elsewhere. To decide to forgive is to cremfp

always, the Spirit of truth...it remains with you and different future from one controlled by events frg
will be in you? (In 14:15-17) the past. It doesn’t mean forgetting the past.dans

The readings tell us that The Holy Trinity is aremembering the past in a different way, leaving
relational God, a mystery of community and of selffree to develop the future.

giving who gives and loves. If we are made in God's For many, forgiveness essentially comes fr
image, we must find our identity in community andzod and is a divine gift. Specifically for the Gitian,
self-giving through love, not in power, for lovevgs it flows from an understanding of the death 3
but power dominates. Love is the secret to bedutiftesyrrection of Christ. But regardless of religi
free and gratifying relationships. The only way iQjiews, forgiveness is among the most healthy, rea
living the kind of community that our Trinity model hings we can do as human beings and is a derv;
for us is through self-giving love that creates angs |ove. It can be freely offered or sought, given
sustains life, making us ready to die to self s he  refysed. Forgiveness is a central part of holi

can give to others as our Lord gave to us. healing and always needs to be part of the joufoey

Our community teachings tell us that the greatesihyone seeking to be fully restored from pain, loiss
gift we can give to our children is an abundantyyrt
overflowing love. It is a gift that gives back, aghild The best reason to forgive is because Je

who is raised in love becomes a loving spouse {(hmanded us to forgive. We learn from Scriptér

Ir:?turn.t EAfter ?very Marriage Enc;ﬁuntﬁ.rl,d orS0lQue don't forgive, neither will we be forgivertlf you
arent Encounter, we see a rise in the childrenngl forgive others their transgressions, your heaver

the Mark 10, Youth, Singles and Family Encounter - : : -
not because they are forced, but because the manﬁéatgg W::Liigreﬂlvivﬁﬁouyoﬁrt ga)t/r? gr d?or:';]?\t/efor%\ﬁ

seen in the parents attract the children to loothat transgressions. (Matthew 6:14-16)

source. . : . ,
In the second reading from the 2nd Letter to the The bottom line is this: we forgive out

Corinthians, Paul tells us,..Brothers, rejoice. Mend Obaektenligvf/zvtgreal_so\cye' d'(t) Itshig f%r;g:g%gavegcé?’s“f;
your ways, encourage one another, agree with on%e cémmand is in place for our own éjood and
another, live in peace, and the God of love and pea e th d of fora freed ’

will be with you” (2 Cor 13:11) He reminds us that'€C€IVE (N€ reward of our forgiveness...ireedom.
God is a God of love and peace, who calls us ®ifiv

harmony following the example of love, peace, an% Lo
; e . - . ve, peace and unity in the Godhead and seekéo
unity which is revealed in the Trinity. As Chrisiroe i am(?ng all of us ar?/d thus proclaim the Kingdom

not to condemn but to save, so should we. We havedé; .
look inward to find that child of God He deeme od, here and now. Maythe grace of the Lord

: : - Christ and the love of God and the fellowslH
worthy of saving. Either by Grace alone or with thé]esus . : X _
help of our Prayer Ministers or Directors, we néed of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. (2 Cor 13:13)

recognize the movement of God in our liveSDIRECTIONS

discarding our old selves along the way, so we can Be honest and open, acknowledge your sinfuln
say,” ...l have been crucified with Christ; yet | live, no affirm and love one another.

longer I, but Christ lives in me;.”. (Gal 2:19-20) @& « Die to self

May we all continue to persevere to imitate tl
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Ministry Matters (frompage 2)

Seminar Coordinator, Action Team Coordinators a
Piety Team Coordinators with their assigned duti
and responsibilities for the LSS weekend. LS
schedules meetings with the coordinators a
sponsoring class members for the four weeks

extensive planning and coordinating needed in order
to prepare for the logistics of the venue, the food

preparations, and the planning of all progra

Solo Parent Encounter 1
BSjune 24-26+ Radisson Hotel located in Carteret, N
nAéppIications available after worship. Contacts: illec
¢ Vizcayno 914.963.9017 Miles Dionisio 703.899.996
. YouthEncounter 18

July 8-10° Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
15-19 yrs of age. Contact: YM Tricordy@@bldnewark.com

schedules for worship leaders, Spiritual Directikg
and sharers. The most important is the coordinaifon
all the various ministries and individuals who vk
involved in the weekend and in the highlight of th
seminar that is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Our BLD community’s Life in the Spirit Seminar
is the gateway for many of our newest members w
are just beginning their journey toward becomin
committed and covenanted disciples of Christ in 0
community. LSA is blessed with five active cor
couples, but when our LSS weekend comes arou
the whole community comes together in service a
prayer as one body in Christ asking God to lift o
LSS candidates from darkness to the Light of t
Holy Spirit and working always for the Greater Glor

of God. 6/17 Intro to Commitment LSS 36 & Singles
. Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
T . OoORDS PROVISION Teaching
WEREK IENDING JUNE 10, 2011 6/18* Healing and Deliverance LSS 30, 31, 32
Collections Actual YTD 33 including SPE 11
Tithe/Love Offering 3,964 79,594 New Creation Realities / Growth in Prayer
Financial details are available to all membem@m_teasurv@bldnewan(.com * LSS 36(canceled)
Thank you for your continued supportl] g5, iiden Years & Intercessory Formation
BLD-Allentown ... (from page 2) Teaching
awarded a prize) and breakfast was served. Withri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary'S$At Reunion

about 52 golfers, the outing got started at 8ane Ti
golfers came from the local communities and New

and www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000
and Rochester. L was a happy occasion o sce NN S AON NES T S Y C U T

Jersey, and as far away as Connecticut, Long Isl

friends from our mother community in Newark wh
came bringing along family members and friends
support of this fundraising effort, which was index«l

Family Encounter 1.8
July 15-17+ Malvern Retreat House, PA
Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinid&ghx.cmt314@comcast.ne
e * Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com

Soup Kitchen
hoMissionar%/ of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., N
g Every 4" Saturday,June 25« Word Ministry
ur e Carlito/Arlene Clariciavord@bldnewark.com
= * Audie/Vulet Chong 732-356-9056
nd, SECRETARIAT

nd Replacement IDs and database updates, will tak
placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

r
TEACHING CALENDAR

N For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A|

D Basic Prayer Counseling Seminar
In July 23-24« Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
For committed and covenanted members.

to finance the BLD-Allentown projects.

While waiting for the outing to finish, the
volunteer workers and guests treated themselves
line-dancing with DJ music. At about 2pm when th
golfers were back at the club house, a sumptuc
lunch was served during which door prizes ar

awards were given to deserving winners. Everyone

DisCcIPLES ASSEMBLY
t Please resenduly 30, 1-6pmfor our next Disciples
eRssembly at St. Mary’s. All committed and covendnt
yudlisciples are highly encouraged to attend. Thelidwavi
1cho teachings, or any reunions/parties to conflitt this
date. RSVP to secretariat for valid excuses.

had a pleasant and fun-filled day.
BLD-Allentown thanks all who contributed to the

COMMUNITY DAY
Aug. 20, 9-6pm Johnson Park, Piscataway

1)

success of this fundraising event, especially BLI
Newark and the coordinating committees. Most

"BLD Newark Golf Invitational
of Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

all, we thank the Lord for blessing us with goo
weather, a good number of golfers, and for givisg
friends with generous hearts.

BLD Newark Dinner Dance
Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”

U

CN awrchives are availlable at www.bldnewark.net, click on Covenant News.
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Shepherd’s Voice COU NS TS
The Authentic Servant Solemnity of the

_ _ _ , Most Holy Body and
Pope Benedict XVI in addressing Rome Diocesan Blood of Christ

Congress last June 23, 2006 sayBhée' source of _ _
Christian joy is the certainty of being loved by Go THEME: We proclaim the Kingdom of God when w

loved personally by our Creator, by the one who testify to the real presence of the body &
holds the entire universe in his hands.’Pope blood of Christ in the Eucharist.
Benedict's words put emphasis on an experience gforp: Dt 8:2-3, 14-16; Ps 104:12-15, 19-2
love, an experience that is beyond human 1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58

imaginations, beyond logic, and beyond OUprper “Do not forget the Lord your God.
understanding that can only be found in Jesus.the (Deuteronomy 8:14)

love of God expressed to us when He sent His only N _
Son to take our own sins that we may be filled with JEak;[ M6¥;§Sh and drink My blood.
his divine life as we look forward to our eternahtne ( onn ©: )

that brings inner peace. REFLECTION

One of our unique

The opportunity to serve lovingly our brothers : .
ok 4 gy blessings as Catholics

and sisters is a gift from Jesus where we can déco
him and experience his love as we serve. We need
meditate on God’s love and make it the force of oy
service that will make our acts genuine, holy an
pleasing to God. We need to learn how to remove t}
obstacles of the world behind and enter our “inne
self” putting Jesus the center of our thoughts.
Christ image becomes visible in the people we wi
serve, our concerns starts to fade away allowintpus
feel and experience inner peace. Any fear we md

have will be replaced with the assurance that o L
service will be Jesus’ using us as His hands, fegépdy and Blood of Christ, in the form of bread a

heart and mind. To test our inner peace, ask tl4ne- This is what we receive when we partake ef
question: “do | serve to make myself feel good opacred meal during Holy Communion.

look good to others or rather do | serve to enc&unt  From the very beginning, many Christians, j{

and experience Jesus in person through the peopl§k the Jews in the Gospel, do not agree in partal
will serve? the real Body and Blood of Christ. They questig
Being versus doing as we serve: "How can this man give us his flesh to eat{Jn
Our world identifies us according to our6:52) This is a hard teaching, and thus cres
accomplishments instead of our relationships wité o divisions and different denominations even amc
another. More often than not, each time we megthristian churches today. Continued on page 3
someone, we are tempted to ask what do they do,
where they work, and in what capacity. We judQiE2d aton? 2220 ou atk oy o V. IV VX=2 Y '
ourselves and others based on our success orefilur “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood

To certain a degree, this is only natural; to hedset L R -
our goals However, to Continued on page 2 | remains in me and | in him.”(John 6:56)

defined in one of oul
teachings as the ‘visiblg
sign of receiving an
invisible grace’. In the
Sacrament of  Holy
Eucharist, Catholics art
unique as we believe il

the Sacraments. This ilp

the real presence of th|p
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Shepherd’s Voice: The Authentic Servont
experienceGod’s love is not about doing, it is abc “Jesus, | give you my life as you gaveurs to me oi
being. Just as it is natural to love our childrengdy the cross”. As we sense Jesus in the people we, semv
because they are ours, God loves us simply becalséng service becomes gentle and comforting.
we are His children. He is pleased when we do gogople we are serving sense the presence of Geg.
things, however, His first and foremost love idet us know that peace is felt experiencing theqmee
because of who we are. of God through the genuine love received from @8-

While on earth, Jesus called his Father “Abba”
word of intimacy and familiarity expressing the din . ‘Z[ ;’Veengg%;”ggg m?nsel?:a#ﬁ?g\?elg%e %Z%%Iewe
of relationship they share. When He taught Hllsg 9 P
disciples to pray, Jesus told them to call God “&bb Being with Jesus as you serve:

as well (Matthew 6:9). This means that every dag, t Each time we serve others lovingly, Jesus invige| u

Holy Spirit, (the love of the Son to the Father @éhe to come into His presence and have communion
Father to the Son) who lives in us is saying; “lauy Him. “Come to me he promisajl you who labor and
know that you are God’s child? He loves you! Here burdened, and | will give you rést(Matthew
wants you to know him! He wants to have a Fatherl:28) This is what Mother Teresa of Calcutta
relationship with you!” experienced caring for the lepers in India. She 3esus

Yes, to be in this world, doing is a necessary p i the faces of people she served, eaten by waes

of life. If we want to know, experience, and loved; otected her from catching the same disease. |

P - .~ __wants to fill the deep needs in us and the peome
being” is the key. We should not do things becatjseserve. He knows that His love is the only thing thii

is our duty or to survive. We do things to know,ete hﬁg”y satisfy us and the people we serve. Jesudsaz

and experience the One who gave us our life. T : g
brings us to God’s invitation to surrender our vehol know that the real joy and the true meaningfefte

being to His care. It is our eagerness to listewhat are all searching can only be found in him.

He wants to tell us and ready to receive whateiftes g Having served others, rest in Jesus:

He has for us. We follow and obey His command to James 2: 14-17 say3j)Vhat good is it, my brothers
love as He loved us not because we don’'t wantrto sf someone says he has faith but does not have @
but not to be separated from Him who is our Fathe€Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister hg
Let us see ourselves as children of God, His belovaothing to wear and has no food for the day and aofe
sons and daughters created in His image and likenegou says to them, go in peace, keep warm, and edit

As such, do we serve others lovingly as our brathebut you do not give them the necessities of theyha
and sisters just as Jesus did? what good is it? So also faith in itself, if it deenot

Sensing Jesus in the people we serve: work, is dead Serving others with the love of God is

: - - : t blessing and is taking James’ words serions
As you come into communion with Jesus whil rea et
serving others, be as receptive as possible toewvbat %ur hearts. Not only do we grow deep in our r

- ith God but personally experience Jesus in eardope
He wants to do with you and through you. Be open {§} - : : -
receive. Trust in Gyod's goodnegs yand Hisplov e serve. It is also putting to life what Pope Bkcte

Perhaps He wants you to speak affirming as emphasized on the experience of love, an exyer

- - at is beyond human imaginations, beyond logid
comforting words to their hearts. Maybe He wants t eyond our understanding that can only be foun

heal their old wounds through you by Iistenin?E

- : esus. It is all the experiences we received abave
empathically to their anger, concerns, heartaches;: :
worries, and resentments. Or He may ask you to vingly served others. It is the love of God exysed to

something you are afraid of or avoid doing. through the people we have loved and cared.

- - : As we share in the sufferings and pains of others
Whatever you sense God is saying or doing i

you, put your confidence in him. Even if you can’ Iso share in Christ sufferings and pains — anessjmn
sense at all, believe that Jesus is present with y

Remember what he promisedknbck and the door
will be opened to you.(Matthew 7:7) Remember
Peter’'s words? even though you do not see him now

yet believe in him, you rejoice with an indescridab lose its stin ; :
. FN : g and power. Just as Jesus’ resureptits
and glorious joy: (1 Peter 1:8) an end to sin, suffering and death, so will we aise
Sometimes we can sense what the Holy Spirit isith Jesus on the last day because we have simakréd
doing in and through us. People who contemplagffering and pains through the people we haveedé
Jesus are frequently filled with a deep peace andTaus, as Jesus took our own sins that we may lbd 1
great joy. We may find ourselves thinking aboutwith His divine life, we can hope and look forwam
God’'s awesome presence and feel moved to say:dlr eternal home that brings inner peace — our
love you Jesus’ or “Jesus | offer you my works”,or  resurrection on the last d

f God's unconditional love. Receiving ar
xperiencing the unconditional love of God throwgin
loving service to others is resting in Jesus. T
experience brings inner peace within us. It is as
foretaste of our own Easter when suffering and hds

?hverﬂow of God’s love for us. A common experien
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COUNSEILS (fompage1)

However, we Catholics, in obedience to théy life: “unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Mg
Scripture as confirmed again in our promise thiand drink his blood, you do not have life withif
week, believe that Jesus Himself had salWhoever you.!” (Jn 6:53) Jesus knows what our world nee
eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in melife, not death, so He promised uBhe bread that |
and | in him.” (Jn 6:56) — We receive and worshipwill give is my flesh for the life of the worlt(Jn 6:51)
the visible sign in the form of bread and wine tlué

S - ) In the multiplication of the bread, we noticed th
invisible grace of Jesus remaining to be with us.

Jesus gives bountifully, everyone was satisfiedi

This invisible grace was also mentioned by Styet there are still leftovers. This is how He loues
Paul, when he reminds us to recognize that thedbreble make sure that “grace is always sufficient” wh
and the wine really become, by a miracle of God'sle gives, it is always bountiful, always overflogin
grace, the actual body and blood of Jesusnyone Jesus has given Himself to us. But how much do
who eats and drinks without discerning the body,give and share the Jesus that we received? How 1
eats and drinks judgment on himsé€lf(1 Cor 11:29) do we share our time, talents, and treasures? Wh
ur attitude in giving: cheerfully or just a shofi?o
nowing how difficult it is for men to be detachs
Jfom the concerns of the flesh, the Lord even daee
In Malachi 3:10-11 Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, That there may be food in my hou

There are many events that foreshadow th
Eucharist. One of them is from our first readingeneh
Moses had explained the importance of food th
gives life, the ‘mannathat came from heaverfa
food unknown to you and your fathers, in order to . : _
show you that not by bread alone does one live, buﬁmOI try me in this, says the LORD of hosts: Shall

by every word that comes forth from the mouth oant open fqr you the rooantes of heav%n, to po
the LORD? (Dt 8:3) down blessing upon you without measure? For yo

sake | will forbid the locust to destroy your craps

The different readings point out to the humarand the vine in the field will not be barren hosts.
affliction of hunger, to the food, the bread that

satisfies temporarily but unable to extend ourdive
However, the bread that came down from heaven,
accordance to the Word that comes forth from th
mouth of God, gives life far beyond our earthlye]if
but life eternal.

All of our readings talk about meals, all pointir

or foreshadowing the Most Precious Body &
@ood of our Lord Jesus. Jesus understands how
are all attached to the concerns of the flesh,poer

majoring in minors, so to speak. Most of us grew

Another event that foreshadows the Eucharist is thg Catholics, and most of us know what we beliav
gospel account of the multiplication of the breadput do not necessarily know why? He fee
Jesus is teaching the disciples and the peopleiso t compassion on seeing our spiritual need, to
in God's omnipotence. Jesus knows fully howransformed and not be destroyed. Hosea 4:6 s
deficient our flesh is. This is confirmed by StuPa “ My people perish for want of knowledgeMWe need
letter to the Galatians:The works of the flesh are to have knowledge and to understand our Cath
obvious: immorality, impurity, licentiousness, faith, our teachings, our Sacraments, especiaky
idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, rivalry, jealousy, oultsts Holy Eucharist and Reconciliation. We touched uf
of fury, acts of selfishness, dissension, factionsmany things in the different readings tonight. \
occasions of envy, drinking bouts, orgies, and thewere unable to answer most of the questions but

like.” (Gal 5:19-21) St. Paul also warns us in Romangncourage you to attend our community teachings
8:5-6 that Those who live according to the flesh are learn more about the things that we believe in.

concerned with the things of the flesh... The comte should be well equipped in defending our Cathd|i

of the flesh is death...However, just as those who peliefs.
ate the manna in the wilderness died, and those w
ate the bread and fish will crave for more, ourd_or_
Jesus had replaced these imperfect offerings, aith
perfect offering, the Holy Eucharist. The “defioign

of the flesh” was replaced by Jesus’ “perféesi’. For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A
The concern of the flesh, which is death, was zla www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

0

BIRECTIONS

Maintain proper decorum in church and piou
prepare for the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharis

occupation to many less important things in lile

Ignorance of the Bille iy ignorance of Chwrist. Read your Bible daily!

we
uch
At

we

i~

up
Is
QYS!
lic
th
DN
we

and
Ve

y




Forgiveriess
Forgiveness is one of the most impot practice

on our journey back to God. Its importance is cle
from the Gospels themselves, where it is promigen

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

YouthEncounter 1.8
ar July 8-10° Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
| 15-19 yrs of age. Contact: YM Tricordy@@bldnewark.com

featured in the preaching of Jesus. The forgivenéss
enemies is mentioned in the Sermon of the Mou
The pardoning of those who trespass against uses
of the central petitions of the “Our Father”. Evah
the very end of His life, Jesus asks the Father
forgive those who tortured Him. We must forgiv
because He forgave.Fbrgive and you will be
forgiven.” (Lk 6:37)

But what exactly is forgiveness? To say | have put

that offense out of my mind and have resolved

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS ‘

5 Family Encounter 1.8

nt. July 15-17+ Malvern Retreat House, PA

0 Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinidaghx.cmt314@comcast.ne
* Manny/Nette Manguiat (fla@bldnewark.col

|sAalaH 58
In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
Nurses for Blood Pressure & Sugar Screening
Doctors (General Practice)
Amarante 9-265-2157 « rubenluz@aol.co

tﬂ:ontact: R/L
al

move on is not forgiveness; feeling no anger
someone who has hurt me and to refrain frg

harming that person is short of real forgiveness.

Forgiveness is an act not an attitude. It is répgia
broken relationship even in the face of oppositio
When a relationship is broken, each party should
his part to reestablish the bond. Forgiveness és

SECRETARIAT
Replacement IDs and database updates, will tak
placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

m
S

TEACHING CALENDAR ‘

dey24

A Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
[

Teaching

bearing of the other person’s burden, moving towar

him even when he refuses to move towards you.dt i
refusal even to give up on a relationshipord, if my

brother sins against me, how often must | forgiv
him?” (Mt 18:21)

In 1995 Cardinal Joseph Bernardin was accused

a7/7 Youth Teachinc

S7/1F Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
Teachinc

f 7/16*  Christian Maturity Program I LSS 34 &
35, SPE 12

of Christian farenting I* ME 37

having sexually abused a young man named Stey

€Nn2z  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation

years before when Steven was a seminarian and

the Teachinc

Cardinal was Archbishop of Cincinnati. When th
story became public, the Cardinal was exposed (¢
humiliating  position. He was subjected tf

embarrassing questions by the Media. The Cardife

endured his Garden of Gethsemane. Though

EFri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’$ At Reunion
TLoORDS PROVISION
: WEEK ENDING JUNE 17, 2011
Keollections Actual YTD

nlithe/Love Offering 2,927 82,521

continued his usual schedule of masses and gatiser

he knew many of his flock probably believed t
charge to be credible.

e Financial details are available to all memberagmeeasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!
Eventually Steven admitted that his accusatio— SaviE 'THE DATE

were without merit and charges were withdrawn. Th
was now the opportunity for Cardinal Bernardin &b g
back to Steven and the Media. It was an opportu

iBasic Prayer Counseling Semina
July 23-24« Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
ne For committed and covenanted members.

time to retaliate in anger or even to countersud. E
what did he do? He chose to forgive, to mend t
relationship. He visited Steven in his home
celebrated mass with him, prayed with him and ga
him a gift- A Holy Bible. ‘Let there be no strife
between you and me or between your herdsman a

3 DISCIPLES ASSEMBLY
he Please resenduly 30, 1-6pmfor our next Disciples
>, Assembly at St. Mary’s. All committed and covendnty
V&isciples are highly encouraged to attend. Thelidowvi
Lo teachings, or any reunions/parties to conflit this
date. RSVP to secretariat for valid excuses.

mine for we are kinsmeri (Gn 13:8)
Since Steven was the one who initiated the charg

CoOoOMMUNITY DAY
es, Aug. 20, -6pm, Johnson Park, Piscataw

the Cardinal was not obliged to do anything to epsz
the damage. The Burden of reconciling rested on f{

ihBLD Newark Golf Invitational|
€ Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

accuser. Unable to do it, Cardinal Bernardin méee
overture for reconciliation. This is FORGIVENESS—

BLD Newark Dinner Dance

and we are in constant need o

Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”

CN awrchives are availlable at www.bldnewark.net, click ovw Covenant News.
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29 Solo Parents answer L0 Be On Fire Again

the Lord’s call THEME ~ We submit to the Will of the Father when \
SPE 13 says “YES!I” are meek and humble of heart.
WorD  Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13:1
On June 24-26, the workings and the presence of Rom 8:9, 11-13: Mt 11:25-30
the Lord were very much felt within our midst. Ourogper “Take my yoke upon you and learn fron
Lord's infinite love and mercy were once again me, for | am meek and humble of heart
proclaimed through the SPE#13 held at the Radisson and you will find rest for yourselves.
Hotel in Carteret, NJ. The class sponsors and auxie (Mt 11:29)

experienced the Lord's power and direction as th@yr remion
won the battle over individual challenges during th o ) _
encounter weekend. Twenty-nine candidates said 1 he Word for the Community this month is very time
"YES" to the Lord under the guidance of theirin that it resonates with the exhortation of ouiritsal
incoming class shepherds Auring Bandilla and SdPirector Archbishop Angel Lagdameo for the Commyur
Cruz. These were Cinderella Alegria, Maria Terestp be on fire again. This comes on the heels of lIDi&Id
Aquino, Gloria Ballon, Mark Bertotti, Aurora Betrpn in February 2011, that gave birth to a new Visintiie
Karen Canillas, Marissa Castro, Ana Cruz, Prec{gommunity.

Dimatera, Tess Farinas, Elma Garcia, Rosa Garcia,The vision which guided the Community over tlast
Caroline llogienboh, Donna Labella, Franklin Lim,25 years has been updated and now sta¥s: are a
Ira Luster, Libarid A. Maljian, Catherine Mariano, Community of Disciples inspired by the Holy Spitit be
Constancia Quesea, Janice Agnes Reilly, Lynforliving witnesses for transformation in Christ to ing
Rhoden, Patricia A. Roda, Troy Smith, Deniseabout a world of justice, human development ander
Sanchez, Jose Soto, Milagros Surla, Marlene Twabeace'

Maria Hycinth Umaran and Elizabeth Zywicki. To give meaning to this new Vision, Archbish

It was a joy to behold the beaming and glowind-agdameo exhorts the Community to be on fire’ agq
faces of the candidates on Sunday morning, Rfemised on the exercise of the Gifts of the HplyitShat
dramatic change from the serious and worried fac&dll produce in every person, the Fruits of theH8pirit,
we saw the previous Friday night. Thanks be to Goghich hopefully, will lead every member of th
for another bountiful harvest for the BLD SoloCommunity to become “fruitful, inspired, renewedda

Parents family! empowered.”

To be on fire’ is to allow and to give the HdBpirit
complete authority to reign in our lives and todgii
counsel, teach and move in us; for only by livinghe
Spirit can we submit to the will of the Father. Shititude

: is reflected in almost all the Gospel passagestHter

month. ..Continued, page 3

Promise of the Week

“The Lord supports all who are falling and raises
up all who are bowed down.” (Ps 145:14)
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Follovw Me Feed My Sheep

In Matthew 8:22, Jesus answered hifglfow me, “Feed my lambs... Tend my sheep.. Feed my
and let the dead bury their dedd. sheep...” One after another, Jesus told Peter. A

bury their dead. But you, go and proclaim the a@nswered yes, and on the very last question,
kingdom of God (Lk 9:60) “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love

3 harsh in Hi q ou.” Jesus did this as a form of rehabilitation 1
esus appears harsh n His response - et MSater for denying Him three times on that fate
dead bury their dead”. It is similar to His hight when Jesus was taken by the Jewish autheri

unreasonable response when He cursed the fig tr§is is also to establish Peter's role in the Chur}

which could not pI’Oduce fruit as it was not in s8Bs “you are Peter’ and upon this rock | will build m
yet (Mk 11:12-14). Often times, when the message fhurch.” (Mt 16:18) In spite of Peter’s denials, he
Jesus seems harsh or unreasonable, He is teachingstlll given the lead role in this earthly kingdoimat
a lesson — that God is good and everything that Hgesus established.
does is good for us. What is being asked of usifs 0 gyt these words are not for Peter’s ears alohés
total obedience and total trust in Him, not excusesg g message for all of us. Can you hear Him talk
Jesus is telling us that if we want to follow Hime you? “Take care of my flock.” He is our ultimaf
must deny ourselves, we must forsake all thingsghepherd. This is a call for us to take care of
including people that we lovelf“anyone comes to another not only for spiritual nourishment but afso
Me without hating his father and mother, wife and our corporal needs. We are asked to spread His v
children, brothers and sisters, and even his owieli and give to those in need. For our lives here athe
. everyone of you who does not renounce all hisare just temporary. Our ultimate destination id&
possessions, cannot be My discipl@.k 14:26, 33) with Him and our goal is to bring as many of usnalg

When Jesus asks us to follow Him, our respons@n Our journey. _
should not be — “but Lord, | am not ready yet...m a As further supported by the church, we find
not equipped.... | am too shy..... | am too busyis.  paragraph 2043 of the Catechism of the Cath

not my time (season) yet.” Instead our respons&hurch where it says, “(*You shall help to provide
should always be “Yes, Lord. Your will be done.”  the needs of the Church’) means that the faithfel

obliged to assist with the material needs of
Church, each according to his own abilitAnd we
are the church. Our help can come in the form

As we continue to grow in this community, there
will be times when we will be asked to share thigeli
of what we havg, to teach, to share the goodness hing or simply helping the less fortunate in reg
the Lord in our lives, to stand up for the truthte€ - gaily needs. We can also course it through
gospel. We will be asked to choose between God ang} kindness or in kind, such as visiting the sickd 2
this world (Mt 6:24). If we choose to follow Him, e|derly, helping out in soup kitchens, and contiituy
Jesus must be our first priority, over all thingéhen g charitable institutions. There are various wags
the Lord is first in our lives, all things fall 'mﬂplace. can help out. One has simply to use his imaginatio
When we say "yes” to Jesus, the things that Weworr | o; s as one body, heed Christ's call. Let lis
about, our excuses such as — our financial instgbil rememb’er that there i’s joy in givingGod loves a
our unavailability, our inadequacy, and OUrcheerful giver! (2 Cor 9:7b);*As it is written: ‘He
unproductiveness will be taken care of. We shouldcatters “abroad, he gives to the poor; N
not worry about the consequence of our ‘yes’, fer H righteousness endures forev&r (2 Cor 9:9) We
promised in Matthew 6:33 tcseek first the Kingdom  should give from our hearts until it hurts. It is

[of God] and His righteousness, and all these thg pleasing sacrifice if it comes from the heartsitihat
will be given you besidés. He expected of us.

STrPICCITAT. A NNOUNCEKMENT

) . . SIC Community Assistance
Singles Inter-District Conference (SIC) Fundraising |  Singles Ministry is requesting for love offerings o

July 23 ¢ 9-4pm, Flea Market at Divine Mercy individual (small) snack packs (salty & sweet),
"Empty Your Closets and Garagesg!" gallons of water and liters of soda. Your love
Vendor Fee: $40/tableContacts: offerings can be dropped off in a donation box tedq

Walter Wade 908-397-201¢Kate Roz 908-420-150lL  in Connell Hall. Contacts: Stephanie Ikalina or

Stephanie Rigo@ sic2011.action@gmail.com
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COUNS LS (fompage 1)

Week #1, Theme: We submit to the will of the Fathel
when we are meek and humble of heart.

In the Gospel, Jesus spoke in praise of theelFdtin
allowing the *little ones” to learn what the leadneould not
grasp. Meek and gentle as He is, Jesus does cetdioyone
to believe in nor follow Him. The elite of that tiythe Scribes
and Pharisees, rejected Him. But the simple fatkfishermen
and children believed in Him and accepted Him.

Jesus invites those who are burdened to comento Hiat
includes all of us, and He encourages us to clmfinselves
with humility and imitate Him in the way He Himselime

into the world as a “litle one” to show us the wayworldly treasures or our share in the life and loi&od, will

Unwittingly, it is we, ourselves, who lay heavydems on our
lives, with our slavery to sin, guilty conscienaegd greed for
material things, all of which lead us away from GBdt the

Lord doesn't want us to be burdened. He impregsas us

that we are not alone in our trials and it is inhshopeless
situations that Jesus comes to free us and reledsam the
burdens that hinder our spiritual growth.

Week#2, Theme: V& submit to the will of the Father when
we listen and act on His Word.

Seeds have great power in them. They brealgihismil and
can even breech concrete and knock down walls.tigut
Word of God is more powerful because it has Dioever.
Evidence of this, is the way people were healedbyshe
spoken word of Christ. Seeds are also a signeofJdsus is
Himself a seed that died, but sprang forth from Ibtigal
ground to give new life to us. When nourished, nptestts
bear fruit and many more seeds, and God in Hisrgesd
plants His Word everywhere, even on soil in whiclisi
unlikely to grow. The hope is that, in our casejlitmelt our
stony hearts to receive Him.

The different kinds of soil are examples of hagvrespond
to the Word. The Word and the Seed remain the darnthe
condition of the soil (our hearts and our respémgbe seed)
determines how it can grow and take root in owslivOur
responsibility as Christians is to become good &l need to
prepare our hearts. We need to turn away frondsimway
with obstacles that prevent us from bearing fant] throw
ourselves at the mercy of God. To repent of ogrisithe first
concrete step towards turning our hearts intefexdil.

Week #3, Theme: We submit to the will of the Father
when we are forbearing of the weaknesses of others.

Speaking again in parables, Jesus talks of viethat
permeates the world. In these parables, He tellsatg is the
devil that tempts us to do wrong. But with fred,wile have
the power to choose whom to follow — Satan or God.

But while the Lord allows some weaknesses t@irem us
for our own good, the Lord also reminds us thatdrige is
enough for us to overcome our weaknesses. The IChasc

ordained the Sacraments and prayer, to be the @banmjrections: 1.Continue to reach out to our brothers &

through which we can receive the grace that alis\s resist
evil.

Our Lord is also asking us to allow His gracdiltaand
transform us, that we may live in the will of Ga@dod made

everything good bause God is good, and yet we 1
ourselves bogged down by the effects of origimal Bhis is
why, in the parable of the mustard seed and thihiedeaven
in the dough, we are exhorted to accept that wesragd,
docile and unassuming, so that the life of Chist grow
within our hearts and we can be used as instrurtetésd
others to Him.

Week #4, Theme: We submit to the will of the Father
when we seek His Kingdom above all else.

For us to seek His Kingdom above all else regur life
guided by godly-wisdom, because to make a choivecba

require grace and the operation of Divine Wisdornoun
persons. The parable in this week's Gospel pasgeeg us
Divine Wisdom that allows us to know and valuewiags of
God. It teaches us that what God is offering ignfufitely

greater value than what this world can offer.

It is a paradox that while God grants us thelege to be
called children of light, we continue to cling ke tdarkness o}
prioritizing unnecessary earthly possessions. Tkertie right
choice, we need to ask the Holy Spirit to grara nseasure of
the wisdom of Solomon, whose heart was not sesaraltthly
riches. In fact, the Holy Spirit is simply waitifioy us to ask,
and He will empower us to dispose of all our baggagrder
to receive Him more fully in our hearts.

Week #5, Theme: We submit to the will of the Father
when we share the love of Christ.

For the past several weeks, we have read and teddita
the word of God as seed, and our hearts as seilregualings
now lead us to ponder on the presence of Jeste iHdly
Eucharist.

The multiplication of the loaves and fishes syimbs the
love and care of God for us. The readings cledubyvsthat
God provides what we need. Jesus came to satishyuowan
hunger for food and spiritual nourishment, by pimg, not
only bread to satisfy physical hunger, but His wor8cripture
and the Eucharist, to satisfy the deeper hungtireohuman
soul for God.

This miracle of the multiplication of loaves afrghes also
shows that in asking His disciples to distribugeftiod to the
people, Jesus is working through them — and thrasghby
giving us the opportunity to use our own effortilevHe
supplies the grace needed to get the job done.

Jesus actually comes to fill our hearts withdw life. In the
Eucharist, He gives Himself to us as spiritual femaourish
us on our earthly journey. All that we need toegpecially as
a community of disciples, is to open our heartsisqurifying
love, to sustain us in our struggles and helpftramsus into
His own image and likeness.

sisters, and shepherd especially those wha
heavily burdened.

2.Set aside pride and selfishness, and
emptiness will be filled with the Spirit of G.
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We celebrate Independeng
Day in this country on July™
Almost every country has a da
when they celebrate thei

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
YouthEncounter 1.8
July 8-10° Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
15-19 yrs of age. Contact: YM Tricordy@@Dbldnewark.com

),

separation from a mother countn
either by revolution or peacefu
means. This is a natural an

legitimate nationalism. It is a
celebration of a unique cultur
which can be expressed onl
when a legitimate freedom is
allowed to exist. This country ha
always been a leader in

insistence on freedom of expression. The Church
always insisted along with this country on the rahilesire
to be free. Many countries of the world do notvelthis
freedom, and worse, subjugate many of their peoyilee
worst kinds of slavery.

Because of original sin, however, this desire easily
become nothing more than an excuse to do whatese
feel like doing. This is nothing more than a déferform of
interior slavery. In fact many who advocate freedoim
conscience actually, not only desire a legitimatedom of
action, but have redefined freedom to mean penigsi
do what the person feels like doing, complete
independently of any moral restraints or legarictisins.
Not only does this lead to chaos, but degeneratns
quickly into a different and worst kind of slavery.

For example the sexual liberation of the 60%sléd to the
present day desire to change the very definitionasfiage.
This logically has led to the breakdown of famifg bnd
countless pain and destruction of the lives of naduigiren.
The freedom to engage in any kind of sexual agtikie
divorce, contraception, pre-marital sex, homosetiality
etc. has already given evidence of such scourgesaally
transmitted diseases, and the wholesale abandorhe
God’s plan for human living, much less the abandrin
of a spiritual life that seeks the Will of God s bnly way
to human and spiritual joy in this world.

The challenge of moral living often involves tk
restricting of our human tendencies to sin. Bt ithinot a
restriction on our freedom, but God’s way to rea¢diom
in fulfilling His will and arriving at the freedorthat only
the seriously holy can experience. Because ofntarent

morally neutral expression of a

. MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS _

‘ Audie/Vulet Chong 732-356-9056
TEACHING CALENDAR

Family Encounter 1.8
July 15-17+ Malvern Retreat House, PA
Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinidaghx.cmt314@comcast.ne
* Manny/Nette Manguiat @a@bldnewark.com

IsaAalAH 58
5 In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
5 Nurses for Blood Pressure & Sugar Screening
ts Doctors (General Practice)
h&ontact: R/L Amarante  908-265-2251ibenluz@aol.com
MISSION
Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, evely&at. of the month.
July 9 « SinglesMinistry e Volunteers are needed
Contacts: M/AMangaloze singles@bldnewark.corn

|

77 Youth Teaching

7/15 | Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
Teaching

2ly/16* | Christian Maturity Program ¢ LSS 34 &
35, SPE 12

Vv Christian Parentingd ME 37

7/22 | Golden Years & Intercessory Formation

Teaching
Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’SAt Reunion
SAVE THE DATE
Basic Prayer Counseling Semina
July 23-24« Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
For committed and covenanted members.
DisCciIPLES ASSEMBLY
Nt please resenduly 30, 1-6pmfor our next Disciples
Assembly at St. Mary’s. All committed and covendnty
disciples are highly encouraged to attend. Theltdowvi
no teachings, or any reunions/parties to confliti this
e date. RSVP to Secretariat for valid excuses.

CoOoOMMUNITY DAY
Aug. 20, 9-6pm Johnson Park, Piscataway
BLD Newark Golf Invitational
_ Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

weakness we often do not know what is real for
freedom. In our honest moments under the opermdss t
Holy Spirit we can begin to realize the roots ddefion
deep inside the substance of our being.

Obedience is not passive conformity, but adtesce to
listen to God in prayer, and direct our lives aditgy to a
conscience which has been formed by truth revéaled
by a loving God who desires our true happiness
freedom.

" BLD Newark Dinner Dance
Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”
T . oRDS PROVISION

WHEK ENDING JUNK 24

Collections Actual YTD
Tithe/Love Offering 3,454 85,975
ankinancial details are available to all membersdimoeasury@bldnewark.com

Thank you for your continued support!

A soft copy of this CN can be found at www.bldnewark.net, click ow Covenant News.
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BLD Newark’s July 1" celebration 7" e ,Oa,,,a//e aol the &w@p

On July 1, 2011, the BLD-Newark CovenantTHEME: We submit to the Will of the Father whe

Community celebrated its Friday Eucharistic we listen and act on His Word
celebration in honor of the Solemnity of The MosWORD: Is 55:10-11/ Ps 65:10-14/ Rom 8:18-23/ |
Sacred Heart of Jesus. This usual first Friday even 13:1-23

was made more special by three events whicDrRDER “Whoever has ears ought to héar.
underscored the joining of our hearts with Jesus’ (Mt 13:9)

heart, and offering of our lives in communion witle = RerFLECTION.

Lord’s. Foremost, the community joyfully welcomed |n the Parable of the Sower, Jesus refers to u
our newly-ordained deacon, Jose “Joey” Viola, wh@earers of the word, and divides us into fq
was ordained last month, and is currently servireg t categories. The first category is the one who h@s
Archdiocese ~ of  Bridgeport, ~ Connecticut.word but does not understand it, like a seed somwr
Additionally, three new ministry coordinators, whothe path that does not grow at all. The sec
humbly responded to God's call to service wergategory is the hearer who accepts the word wigh
anointed. Lastly, the community welcomed its newy,t whose knowledge is shallow and like a seed s

Solo Parents #13 class; 29-member strong, they NQyy rocky ground, he quickly withers away. The thlf

join the ranks of our ever-growing Solo Parent$s the hearer who understands the word of Gods
Ministry. . choked by his worldly anxiety and the lure of rishg

Fittingly, Deacon Joey Viola delivered a Spirit-jijxe a seed sown on thorny ground that grows b| i

inspired homily, his first to the community, in @88 _ coked by thorns and is unable to bear fruit. 1
concelebrated by our beloved Spiritual Director, Frg urth category is the hearer who truly understa

Ea‘él IE(Ie_hmgn, along with Frs. Michael Fugee angﬁe word of God and becomes fruitful, just likeeed
obert Lamirez. sown on rich soil.

The anointing of the new ministry coordinators The seed sown on the path is the one who hear

Logg)ge%;heagsgzsl' c-;?ee ;\%a?gér:jgergﬂr:?'sgg Kllsn noa\l';\gord without understanding. it Prior to BLD, as born
P P 9 atholics, | am sure we heard about Jesus and

Arlene Rigor; the Parish Mission Ministry will be ~ . L . -
lead and shepherded by Ray and Tess Salmo: tﬁ(f:%rlpture, but our faith in Him was only superfici
newly-formed Management Services Ministry (WhichA hough we went to ch_urch on Sundays and holy ¢

eqnd we would hear His Word, we would not reg

{ﬁglggfj ;rr]]g gﬁzgﬁégsgg%;%rp;nr:geﬁ)nw ”C:;)I?ng(r)] d understand it. They look but do not see and hear but ¢

SPE #13 will be lovingly shepherded by its Clasfot listen or understand. Isaiah’s prophecy is filléd in
Shepherds, Auring Bandilla and Sol Cruz. them, which says: You shall indeed hear but n
The’ community is truly blessed to haveunderstand, you shall indeed look but never sq

steadfast members and disciples serving in it. és gContinued on bage 3 .
community sets forth tocast our nets in deeperikataeasi % 4% of thhe Week
waters and employ BLD’s new mission and vision, “...so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth

may the anointing and empowerment of the Holy it shall not return to me void, but shall do my Wil
Spirit be with us all. _ achieving the end for which | sent it(Is 55:11)
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EMMANUEL...GOoD IS "Why We Serve?

ALWAYS WITH US In reading chapter 10 of Matthews's gospel, we

. disciples of Jesus serving Him in the BL
When we I.eft our home country and migrated tQ.ommunity, can easily relate to the three-fold act
the land of milk and honey, we all had the saddesif Christ therein described. The Lord summoned

moments ~ leaving family, friends and loved onedlisciples, equipped them, and sent them out

- continue doing as He was doing. Jesus brought U
perhaps never to see some of them again. BLD by various means, and perhaps for reasons

Whenever we hear that one is not migrating alongeeded to be purified over time for us to knoweld

but his whole family is going with him, when allshi and serve Him better. He prepares us in our Cang|i

relations are all moving to their new planned homéliscipleship formation program, in faithfully congin

. together for weekly worship, reflection arn
our feelings change and we feel consoled that He Wigj\shin. We then start in mission immersion, a

not be isolated and alone. eventually serve in our permanent ministries. _
It is lonely to be alone but no matter where we As we focus on verse 8 of this chapter, we fi

are, no matter how deserted we feel, no matteravhefl® Lord giving us an essential element of being
disciple:Without cost you have received; without c¢

we are in our life, we should be able to rejoice a$ou are to giveHe wants us to be unencumbered

Christ Jesus, Emmanuel, is the Captain of ouhuman burdens and motives while serving Him, th|

salvation. He is God who is always with us! to bg replaced by total trust in Him for our alhthwe
: : - eed.

For the fatherless child, for the orphan: He_ls th(-,0 In the first place, we are to acknowledge that

Everlasting Father. For the lonely one: He is thehat we are and all that we have, come from God.

Omnipotent Companion Who is with him whereverencounters and moments of conversion made

he goes, whatever he does. For the aging, foritke s realize the futility and fleeting nature of matéri

. . ossessions and fleshly pleasures. It is Christ,
for those going through the valley of death: Héhis gavior, Who opens ouryeypes to the supreme valu

Shepherd in the grazing lands of life until we alldetermined pursuit of the eternal goods, of bemd
dwell with the Father in eternity! the world but forsaking its ways that would draw
- way from Him. We were introduced to su

Out of His d(_aep love for us, God took .our humarﬁeasures as the gifts and fruit of the Holy Speéch
nature upon Himself. He took upon Himself ourgne 3 means of equipping us for the work that Je

being, our feelings, our emotions. With such gloryhas for us. These gifts are given to us freely ftbm
such beauty, such splendour, He accepted the fwill &'€asure chest of divine grace, none from our sierit

In turn, we are to confer these gifts and exert
the Father, came down and left them all. He was truIOOWer conferred on us, sharing them with whome

God who became true Man ... and He became Gafle Lord sends our way. Banish the thoughts
with us! He is God by our side in whose almightyprofiting from our spiritual gifts! All of us giveup
arms we can rest and to whose human sympathy @mfort and time in community. We do not dema

payment for service. Another way we can grow
can appeal. rectitude of intention, is to forsake any desireb®
Today, we thank our heavenly Father that He serfpplauded and admired for the manner we speak

us His only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and clothe@ray. As others make mistakes, we are called tg

L : : patient, not holding any resentment nor expect
Him in human flesh that He might suffer with usatth blind obedience from those we lead. We give

He might empathize in our sorrows and in our trialsgifts freely.
that He might save us and deliver us from our sins. On the other hand, it is good to see the prese

: : .__pbrethren, both in community and outside of it. G
with us ~ and if God be for us, who can be agalnsgpirit of supportive compassion helps us balanee

us? In Him, we place all our hope and trust as GoHeavier demands on those called to lead and min

said: “Know that | am with you; | will protect you to us. _ _

herever nd brin k to this land. | Jesus gives us the authority to do the sé
w_”e eve yolu go, and bri g_]lyouh back to this s d activities that He did on earth. May we also ke
will never leave you until | have done what lfaithfylly the only motive that He had: the love
promised you." God and selfless love of our neighbor.
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ST IS J I VLo Iy COUNSIE L (fompage 1)
WM W meeé W? Gross is the heart of this people, they will hardigar

with their ears..” (Mt 13:13-15)
The Prophet Zechariah describes our just Savior The seeds sown on rocky ground can be like

as meek and St. Matthew tells us that our Lorgh a lot of us when we were new members of BL
describes Himself as meek. Jesus even teacheatus #ack then, right after ME or LSS, we were

Land. thirsting for more knowledge about our Lord. And

What does meek mean? It seems it is important e attended the teachings through BLD’s format

understand since it is given as one of the attebaff rogram, we learned and grew quickly in our spéit
God and a characteristic of those who are on the w
ife. However, our growth was not deeply root

to Heaven.
Erasmo Leiva wrote a wonderful two volumebecal.Jse what we learned were m(_)stly concepts
theories, and most of them remained as such

commentary on St. Matthew’s Gospelte of Mercy, ) _ SN _
Heart of the Word which is published by Ignatius probably did not have practical applications in ¢
Press. In the section on the Beatitudes he offersli¥es. _
beautiful explanation any sincerely motivated The seed sown on thorny ground is the one V
Christian will need and very much appreciate. Héears the word of God, but does not bear f

begins by drawing our attention to the mistake sbecause he is choked by his worldly desires and|

many are too often found to make. He clarifies whaltre of riches. If we had been in the community do
meek is not and then he exposes the beauty of thhile but feel that we are still struggling in diaith
virtue of meekness. Meekness is inseparably tied #nd feel like giving up, then we could be a seemins(
courage enabling strength and fortitude. on thorny ground. We are unable to bear fruit beea
Meekness is the condition which enables us tqe are choked by our worldly desires. The thoras |
always remain in God's love, especially whenchoke ys up are generally of our own making, 2
confronted by evil. It keeps evil from gaining aherefore we know them. Sometimes the stranglef
foothold in us. And even enables us to return pa@sit is so strong that we feel helpless. A lot of tines

and good to those who try to carry evil to us. Th
meek are true vessels of the goodness, power a d to confront probler_ns our way anq they only ¢
mercy of God. worse because we fail to ask for guidance from
A priest was often heard praying, “Lord, make mé-°"d: o _
your instrument, but please help me to stay out of 1Ne fourth scenario is the seed sown on rich
your way.” He is a man who knows God uses himyvhich produces frl_ut,_a hu_ndred_or sixty or thictgf.
and he wants to be sure that he does not try to dur BLD community is a rich soil where all of usnc:
things as he thinks they should be done. In othgrow in our love for the Lord and be fruitful. Her
words he wants to do what God wants, when Gotod has not only provided us with fertile grou
wants and where God wants and the way God wantswhere we can truly develop strong roots for ¢
Gratitude is a mark of a meek person. The meedpiritual growth, He also has guided us in puttiag
are grateful to be instruments used by God to makgood use what we have learned about our good L
the world, or family a better place. They sharejdye |t is now up to us to nourish our growth by abiding
of knowing that evil is overcome by good and tHat a His commands and by being doers of His word 4
things are reconciled in Christ. In God's goodniées ¢ hearers only.
allows and uses the meek to be a part of this re- |, o, quest to be a truly fruitful creation of Go

creation. - : : :
. the first reading reminds us that there will
The meek affects others by bestowing th yfferings and groaning. These are however notk

goodness of God on the world. The meek does n .
fight with the world's weapons, because they ar%:)mpared to the glorious freedom and our redemp

ineffective for the task that must be accomplished @t IS promised to us in the same scripture. /
This can be done only when a person is sincereRfcause our God is a good God, we should havs
secure in praying honestly, “Jesus, | trust in You! fear whenever we face trials and tribulations.

The world, my family, my friends need You, O Lord. DIRECTION:
| am not needed to do anything other than to be you 1. Be bold in proclaiming the Word of God
servant and enable You to be present here and now  whether it is convenient or inconvenient.
through me. 2. Be hearers and doers of the Word.
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| BL D VIsSION

We are a community of disciples inspired by
Holy Spirit to be living witnesses fg
transformation in Christ to bring about a world
justice, human development and true peace

BLID MIlIssiIolN

time and culture:
For our families:

We will evangelize families
communities of faith through encounters, Life
the Spirit Seminars and discipleship formation.

We will give formation on personal and fam

and stewardship.
For our communities:

We will actively participate in the life and misaic
of the Church in accord with our God-given gift

For our country:

for life, environment and good governance.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

SinglesInter-District Conference (SIC) Fundraising
July 23 » 9-4pm, Flea Market at Divine Mercy
"Empty Your Closets and Garage
Vendor Fee: $40/tableContacts:

SIC Community Assistance
Singles Ministry is requesting for love offerings o
individual snack packs (salty & sweet), water an

donation box located in Connell Hall. Contacts:
Stephanie Ikalina/Stephanie Rigm2011.action@gmail.canm

Renew Prayer
Gracious God and Father,

we are your pe

presence with us throughout all time. Create usva
through Jesus Christ your Son. Liberate us from
that keeps us from you. Send your Holy Sp
enabling us to share in your work of recreating

world and restoring justice. Heal us from everyrigr

of sin and violence. Transform us to live your W

more profoundly. Reconcile us so enemies becp
d T.oRrRDsS PROVISION

friends. Awaken us to the sacred; nurture
relationships. Enliven our parishes; reunite
families. Fill us with joy to celebrate the fullreesf
life. Empower us to be a community of love grow
in your likeness by the grace of Christ our L
Amen.

th

af Contacts: Randy/Beth Trinidaghx.cmt314@comcast.ne

In response to the challenges of our particulacela

and build

ly
prayer, pro-life values, Catholic social teaching

O

v

| TEACHING CALENDAR

- We will work on poverty alleviation through
scholarships, housing for the poor and advocac

S

Walter Wade 908-397-2018Kate Roz 908-420-1501

|®N

soda. Your love offerings can be dropped off in a

bple
embraced by your love. We thank you for your
n

rit,

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
e

Family Encounter 1.8
July 15-17 « Malvern Retreat House, PA

* Manny/Nette Manguiat @ @bldnewark.com

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IsalaH 58/ SERVICE MINISTRY
Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
Every 2% Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area

MiISsSION

n Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, evely&at. of the month.

July 9 « SinglesMinistry » Volunteers are needed

ISContacts: M/AMangaloze singles@bldnewark.com

Audie/Vulet Chong 732-356-9056

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A

www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

7/15

S16*

Mark 10, John 6 & Service Formation
Teaching

Christian Maturity Program I# LSS 34 &
35, SPE 12

Christian Parentingd ME 37

7/22  Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
Teaching
I'Fri: after worship*Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary’SAt Reunion

Basic Prayer Counseling Seminar
July 23-24 « Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
For committed and covenanted members.
DisCiIPLES ASSEMBL Y
Please resenduly 30, 1-6pm for our next Disciples
Assembly at St. Mary’s. All committed and covendnty
disciples are highly encouraged to attend. Theltdowvi
no teachings, or any reunions/parties to conflit this
date. RSVP to Secretariat for valid excuses.
COMMUNITY DAY
e Aug. 20, 8:30-5pm, Johnson Park, Piscataway

aBLD Newark Golf Invitational
Sept. 17, Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

U' BLD Newark Dinner Dance
Oct. 15, “A Night To Remember”

n
I'd. Financial details are available to all nemberagimzeasury@bidnewark. com

reStewardship - Its o wawy of Lifed

2011
YTD
89,406

WEEK ENDING JULLY 1
Actual
3,516

Collections

OTithe/L ove Offering

Thank you for your continued support!

CN awrchives are available at www.bldnewark.net, click ovw Covenant Newy.
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Volume 17 Issue 28 Bulletin Edition July 22, 2011
By NEE E e — COUUNSICT _SsS

God’s Kingdom grows TRUE WISDOM

Thirteen families heeded God’s call to experiencdHEME: We submit to the will of the Father whe
a life-changing spiritual encounter weekend in we seek His Kingdom above all else.
Malvern, PA becoming our community's FE18WoRrD: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 12
family. 130; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52

Friday night started with a “breaking- the- ice”ORDER “Be conformed to the image of His Sdn.
activity, introducing one’s own family to the graup (Rom 8:29)

Father Pete, our weekend Spiritual DireCtorRerLEcTION:
spearheaded the entire weekend activities and Since the beginning of time, people have bg
guided/directed the family presenters: A (Olasgearching and treasure-hunting, in the sense tiest
family) and B (Calilap family). The sponsoring das have been looking for something to make th
FE17, with their class shepherd and auxies, sslfles completely happy. True happiness is the treasur

and cheerfully served the physical and spiritugidse every human soul, which lies in the fulfillment tbie
for the weekend. spirit. If we want to know where our treasure i€

As the FE 18 families listened attentively to th should ask ourselves where our heart is. What

oo . . &hat we most desire, that we pursue with all owartte
talks and the inspiring life stories of the presest | b

. “Where your treasure is, there also will your heal
they started to open up their eyes and heart to the» (vt 6:21) The heart is the place of desire a

prompting of the Holy Spirit as manifested by theinonging, the place of will and focus. What theritis
emotions. As they eagerly listened and continuouslyeasure and delight of your heart?

participated actively in the workshop/family dialeg

they finally experienced God's transforming power, ;o jg present in Jesus Christ. The parable ef
and the barrier within the family was broken allowi  {c5sure and the precious pearl in Matthew's go:

the weekend miracles unfolded, the tears of sadneggn all the riches, the power and pleasures of

turned to tears of joy as they committed to put theorld. In a special way, Jesus Himself is the tueagd
Lord Jesus in the center of their families. we seek. With zeal and total commitment, we (

Congratulations and welcome FE #18! Theséiscover_the riches hidden in Him, the treasure
families are: Arceo, Ciocon, Gabiriel, Libunao*,ol.ot(?IS W'ﬁdodeh'ghb '3 al c}j<|sce3r_ng;ng judgment
Lomibao, Ocacio, Ocasio, Margarita, Okereke, Istinguish good and bad. (1 Kgs 3:9)
Rangel, Severt, Syquia*, Umezinwa, Vibar. God’'s The Kingdom is something completely ar
newest FE families will be tended by their clasgntirely God's work. It refers not only to the spial

shepherds Sundee and Neneng Ikalina. May Gd@y beyond death but also the peace and happi
bless you richly. To God be the glory! within God’s power, here and now. God offers t

*from North Carolina treasure of His Kingdom to all who believe. But \
S should also realize that we have to do our par
) ";’ E. | order to acquire it. The concept of God’s kingdem
S ‘ Continued on page 3
Prowmrise of the Weelk
“...all things work for good for those who love God
v\ & . s B who are called according to his purpose.”
g Sl 2 i) 1 SRR (Rom 8:28)

True joy can be found only in God's Kingdo

Imrwwoe/ of the Bille is axm of Christ. Read youwr Bible daily!

By
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I Will Take Jesus

“They tested God in their hearts, demanding the ~ "And they said to her, "Woman, why are you weepirig?
food they craved. They spoke against God, and,said She said to them, 'They have taken away my Lordd &n
‘Can God spread a table in the desert?” do not know where they have laid Him.{dn 20:13)

(Ps 78:18-19) The woman referred in the scripture is Ma

Moses told the Pharadfhe God of the Hebrews Magdalene. Mary is one of the leading women v

;s followed Jesus Christ. She is the only person
ir;latshzegésuesrtwt%rglt_ WLeetmuasy%?fé? 2;eriﬁged%ytsh éﬁyn witnessed the three most important events in aéadrded

3 : : : * . history - the crucifixion, the burial, and the digery of His
our God; otherwise He will punish us with :
pestilence or the sword.” (Ex 5:3) Not before tomb to be empty the resurrection of Jesus Clgfst. was

plagues and death of all first born Egyptian malies such an important witness of these historical event

the Pharaoh allow the Israelites to leave. Thgabe _ Mary was present at the crucifixion of Jesus, wie
the great exodus of the Israelites from slavery tgther disciples had forsaken Jesus and fled from
freedom toward the Promised Land. crucifixion and burial. However, Mary remained ed®

Him. Mary and many women showed great couragq| i

By God's mighty hands, Moses parted the Rel S@eing at the crucifixion. She valued her relatignsis a
allowing the Israelites to pass through the desefisciple of Jesus Christ. She was determined tud sty
...with its seraph, serpents and scorpions; its Him until the very end. She remembered the hedhia
parched and waterless ground..(Dt 8:15) As they He had given her when Jesus cast the seven demibos

entered the wilderness,..lo, the glory of the Lord her, Jesus had given her a new life, and she vetaifdi by
appeared in the cloud.” (Ex 16:10) The Angel of Him even in His death.

God moved about the camp with a pillar of cloud by \151y \was such a faithful disciple of Jesus. JesussC
day and a pillar of fire by night as a protectiventie 5 sef her free from the bondage of the demonitdw

of God to His people. At God’s bidding, the sam ‘e mi
cloud directed the lIsraelites what to do. When the‘eShe was very thankful because of this miraculosstev .
Yes, Mary Magdalene was also present at the bufri

cloud rose, they break camp; when the cloud COV€Lhrist. She was there to witness the burial ohfester and

the Dwelling of th.e Covena.lnt,.they encamp. _lord. She would later return to the tomb to anbiigt body
Three days into their journey, the Israelitesyith spices, but she would not find Jesus there.

grumbled and complained about their miserable Mary was disturbed. If Jesus were not alive, shateds|

At the Wilderness of Shur, there was no water. Ao still touch His body and anoint it with spic&he did not

Marah, water was bitter. Moses cried out 10 GaU foyant tg let go of her master to whom she was sotey

She persuaded Peter and John to go to the tomyp.
ran to it and looked inside. Then the disciplestwame,
but Mary Magdalene did not go home. Just as she
_ As the cloud rose, the remained close to Jesus at His crucifixion andahushe

31 # iy Vﬂ tribes left for Elim. would remain close to His empty tomb until she $aw
M—-- . Behold  appeared the angels inside it and said\id they said to her, ‘Woman|

il Table of the Lord: why are you weeping? She said to them, ‘They ha
.= twelve wells of water taken away my Lord, and | do not know where thewha
—r il anstevznty ptamn treiles”, alaid him.” (John 20:13)
promise theLorp fuliilled, *...Her desert He sha Jesus sent Mary Magdalene to tell His disciple
make I!}<e Eden, her wasteland like the garden oéth \y5,1d become aporé/tles,%hat He was alive. Forrdgisgil,
Lord..."” (Is 51:3) some early writings refer to Mary Magdalene asajhestle

Tired of eating manna and fine flakes rainedimi  to the apostles. However, she had no authority apestle
from heaven, the people waxed nostalgic for thelfooin any official capacity. She was not one of the
they ate in Egypt, as slaves. They cridtlpuld that  However, she was honored for her example and adevoti

we had meat for food! ..Why did we ever leave The fact that Jesus Christ first appeared to a Wo
Egypt?” (Nm 11:4, 20) God'’s wrath flared up but Heand made her a witness of His resurrection is drtaeo
sent quail for meat. Moses reminded his peoplé thatrongest proofs of the truth of the resurrectwhen Mary
God took care of all their needs and every word dflagdalene told the disciples that she had seeis &iwist
God is their sustenance. For their lack of faitll analive, they did not believe her.

disobedience, God made the Israelites wander in the {owever, women were important to Jesus.

desert for 40 years. Only then, God allowed them tgnpreciated their devotion, especially the devatibhlary
enter the Promised Land - Canaan, the land of miligagdalene. He valued the opinions and the testinoby
and honey, truly the bountifurable of the Lord!  \oman. If the account of Jesus Christ's resurrestiere a
Sadly, brothers Aaron and Moses never set foot ifere fable, Mary Magdalene would never have betedi
Canaan. as its first witness.

help. The Lord told him
~ = == to cast a tree to the water
e m and it turned sweet.
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COUNS KIS (from page 1)
St. M ary Magdalene the meaning of life and how to live it. We shoukk g

St. Mary Magdalene may be the most famous dhe Holy Spirit in prayer for the gift of true wisth,
most celebrated disciple of Jesus. Although sheavasvisdom greater than that of Solomon, the wisdon

Jewish woman, she lived in a Gentile town calle@©Vvern and direct our lives according to God's la
ccording to justice and charity. And if we havevé

Magdale (thus her name Magdalene) in northerﬁ]ust use it, for we are surrounded by worl
Galilee and her culture and manners were those OfV\ﬂsdom, the ’opposite of what we need for a ga

Gentile. way of life.

St. Luke records that she was a notorious sinner |n the first reading, Solomon acknowledged
who had seven demons removed from her. She wasxperience, and being a servant of God, he as
very beautiful and proud, but after she met Jestus, for wisdom to govern his people. But he failed

felt great sorrow for her evil life. She went tor@in’'s  governing his own personal life because

house where Jesus was having supper and wept at @%g”g?;b‘?istﬁir:gofwo ﬁgl?/ mﬁgg(e)?rl]r.eieg{]éheoék

feet as in repentance, washed His feet, dried thegfher hand, came to accomplish the Father's wil
with expensive fragrances. Our Lord could see intBecome our wisdom and our virtue, our holiness
Mary's heart and said... her many sins have been  our redemption. (1 Cor 1:30) We are all called g
forgiven; hence, she has shown great love." (Lk 7:47) Father according to His purpose and to be confori

Then He said to Mary:Your faith has saved you; go to the image of His Son. (Rom 8:28-29) Obediencs

: . _ . the call and gift of the Kingdom must take precexe
in peace.” (Lk 7:50) After this, Mary Magdalene .o everything else. This involves a letting gaaf

became a follower of Jesus and humbly served Jesyspendence on all other things that deter us f
and His Apostles until the end. having a close relationship with God. Only God d

When Our Lord was crucified, she was there ive us what we are looking for. If we find God, \
the foot of His cross. After Jesus' body had bee nd all. o _
placed in the tomb, Mary went to anoint it withcss There is joy in what the two men in the parab
early Easter Sunday morning. She began to wedfund. Likewise, there is joy in finding the Kinguio
when she did not find Jesus in the tomb. She th d there is joy in helping to build it. In commuyn

, : e can help build the Kingdom, though not in
asked who she at first thought was a gardener if liness, if Wpe posses the wi%dom to Iivegthe waylC

had seen the body of Jesus. But the person was Jeglants us to live. We see a glimpse of the Kingdonf| i

and chose to reveal Himself to her first, the ré@ein our community when we love God and tru
sinner. completely in His divine providence, when V

. conduct ourselves with selfless love for otherg
Fourteen years after Our Lord's death, Maryyhen we serve Him with all our heart through 1

together with her brother Lazarus, sister Martmal a \,5rious ministries in BLD.

;some others, were put out to sea on a boat. They Like the ‘net which collects fish of every kind
anded on the shores of Southern France where thSMr community is made up of all kinds of peopler G
were not welcomed by the pagans. Mary Magdalengpyistian faith obliges us to love them and to Hama

preached to the people there and eventually caetvertour power to lead them to the treasure and thd pea
and baptized them. After having accomplished aljreat price. God, in the end, will give the rewarel
this, Mary spent the rest of her life secluded taae deserve.

known as Sainte-Baume where she devoted hersefpme of you might identify with my personal li
for thirty years to solitary penance for the sifider before | found Christ. | opted for a self-directedy
past life. She was given the Holy Eucharist daiy b of bringing happiness into my life. | did it my wa
the angels as her only food. Just before she digba the worldly way. But by the grace of God and t
age of 72, she was miraculously transported to t!iad'ng of His Holy Spirit, | have found the gresi

chapel of St. Maximin where she received her la easure the world cannot give. He is someong

measurable worth that at any cost | have chg
sacraments. Him to direct my life. I still have a long road t@vel,
Her feast day is July 22and is the patron of the but in God’s time and place | hope for that wondier
Frail and Penitent Women. |§5Un9 joy.
- : : IRECTIONS
Contributed by John 6 writers Zachary Larobis and Peter Wong 1. Pray for wisdom and understanding to distingu
Bible Trivia Answers between right and wrong.

9-Q1 ‘B-6 "9-8 ‘q-£ ‘B-9 O-¢ ‘Q- "O-¢ ‘O-T ‘o] 2. Delight in the law of the Lord.
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WORD ANNOUNCEMENT

In the absence of our printer, hard copies of Caué
News # 28 & 29 (July 22 & 29 issues) will not bg
available for distribution. A limited amount wilkb

for the GYMers. We apologize in advance for an
inconvenience. The soft copy will be distributed 3
per usual procedur@lease notify Word Ministry if
you have not been receiving your soft copies by
emailing: word@bldnewark.com

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

Bible Trivia
1. How old was Abram when the LORD changed
name to Abraham? a) 72 b) 86 c) 99
Which man's household were the first convert

~

D

2.

3. Of what nationality was the one cleansed lg
who returned to thank Jesus? a) Jew b) Gree

Samaritan

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, how long
Lazarus already been in the tomb? a) 2 days
days c) 1 week

Who was Manoah's son, born to his sterile wi
who was promised to them by the angel of
LORD? a) Elijah b) David c¢) Samson

while sitting in the window of the upper room
Troas? a) Eutychus b) Aristarchus c) Gaius
Who was stoned - but not killed - in Lystra?
Barnabas b) Paul c¢) Timothy
What Greek god did the people of Lystra th
that Paul was? a) Zeus b) Poseidon ¢) Hermes
In which city did Paul oppose Peter because of
way he was treating the Gentiles? a) Antioch
Tarsus c) Lystra
10. At Jesus' death, who said: "Truly, this was the
of God!" a) The disciples b) Mary Magdelene
The centurion (answers on page 3

Stewawrdship - ITs a way of life!

T . OoORDS PROVISION

WEEK ENDING JULY S8, 2011
Collections Actual YTD

Tithe/Love Offering 4,144 96,791
Financial details are available to all memberagireasury@bldnewark.co

Thank you for your continued support!

CN awrchives are availlalble at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newsy.s

h

printed by Word Ministry members as a love offeri[;
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Achaia? a) Fortunatus b) Achaicus c) Stephanas

P
K
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théRegistration forms are available at fellowship witv

What was the name of the man who fell aslee
a

nk
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SECRETARIAT
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take
every 4" Friday at the Auditorium
MISSION
Soup Kitchen
Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwdd
Every 4th Sat. of the montbuly 23« ME# 34
Contacts: Nong/Tricia BusteshongB601@aol.com

Basic Prayer Counseling Semina
July 23-24 ¢ Radisson Hotel, Carteret NJ
For committed and covenanted members.
DIisSCIPLES ASSEMBLY
July 30, 1-6pm
CANCELLED
COMMUNITY DAY
in Aug. 20th, 8:30-5pm Johnson Park, Piscataway
Family Colors IISHPECINCEN Q-Z
efFLA is appealing t@ll BLD members for donations
©f unopened gift items to be used as game prizés.
1-37 classes are requested to make a $ 75-100/c

IS

y 4 Manny/Nette Manguiat &LA@bldnewark.com

fe.  Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

www.bldnewark.comContacts: Al Cinco 917-453-3266
Ferdie Umahon 973-393-8804, Jun Viernes 908-492-3

i BLD Newark Dinner Dance
Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”

a) May the blessing and favor

of the Lord be upon those

who are celebrating their
birthdays and wedding

t{;e anniversaries this week!
onSingles Inter-District Conference (SIC) Fundraising
c) July 23 » 9-4pm, Flea Market at Divine Mercy
"Empty Your Closets and Garages
Vendor Fee: $40/tableContacts:
Walter Wade 908-397-201Kate Roz 908-420-150]

SIC Community Assistance

Singles Ministry is requesting for love offerings o
individual snack packs (salty & sweet), water ang
soda. Your love offerings can be dropped off in &

donation box located in Connell Hall. Contacts:
Stephanie Ikalina/Stephanie Rigm2011.action@gmail.camn

donation to defer cost of luncheon. Please contaq

'BLD Newark Golf Invitationall

18
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Volume 17 Issue 29 Bulletin Edition July 29, 2011

COU NS Tl s
Giving Out of Our Substance

ECSL approves 21 covenanted disciples

As recommended by BLD Newark's District

Council of Stewards and endorsed by its Disfricf "EME: We submit to the will of the Father whe

Servant Leaders, the Executive Council of Seryant we share the love of Christ. |

Leaders is of one heart and one mind in approwng f WORD: Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18; Rom 8:37-2

covenanting the disciples of BLD Newark and Mt 14:13-21 ]

welcoming them to the Covenant Community: OrDER  “Come to me heediully, listen, that yo

Elmer Agapito  Tess Mercado ~ Frank Soquite may have life."(Isaiah 55:3)

Rowena Agapito Ron Pangilinan Rebecca Soquite| REFLECTION

Jules Laput Dina Pangilinan Danny Sta. Ana There is certain uniqueness in the readings far

Emily Laput Delfin Salon MeAnne Sta. Anal Sunday because it is the only miracle that is meed in

Cy Loreto Letty Salon John Talavera all the four gospels. Given the overriding coverafjthis

Mavil Loreto Rod Soriano  Jiji Talavera event we believe that the Holy Spirit inspired thie

Frank Mercado Alma Soriano  Mario Union Gospel writers to give importance to this miracaleuent.
) The feeding of the 5,000 impressed all who wenethet

A weekend of restoration again most of them have missed what the Lord

As part of the pastoral care program of theIeadlng them up to. Their hunger was satisfiedthey

community, the Pastoral Apostolate is pleased Whawerfe'focused on the ho.rs d'oeuvres/appetizers ang
concluded Basic 1 Prayer Counseling Seminar lag%allzmg the banquet that is to come.

weekend, July 23-24 held at the Radisson Hotel in In John’s account, the multiplication of the loaves
Carteret, New Jersey. The seminar was attended fayther enhanced when Jesus spoke to the crowd thieo
committed and covenanted members of commui bread from Heaven. He told them that He is thedbofa
Prayer Counseling seeks to provide a Holy Spiritife and unless they eat His flesh and drink HiodIthey
directed atmosphere where individuals can readiill have no life in them. His followers could ng
identify negative patterns of response in theie,lif comprehend; they doubted and even ridiculed whatise
experience freedom from practiced and destructiieaching them and many of them drew back and m@io
ways of thinking and behaving, and come to the fullvent with him. The Lord did not call them back asWas
realization of who theyvere created to be in Chric telling them a basic and necessary truth for therbet
The topics included among others Accomplishingaved. Belief in this teaching was fundamental un
Forgiveness, Bitter Roots, Hearts of Stone andrinnealvation and not negotiable.

Vows, Honqung Father and Mother, Basic Trust, Unfazed by the desertion of his disciples Jesus ioe
Prenatal Sins and Wounds, and PerformanGgs hand picked apostles and asked thaftiyou also go
Orientation. away?” Peter sail_ord to whom shall we go — You hav
Twenty nine attendees were blessed by the graﬂ%_ﬁ words of eternal life”.Do any of us think that Pete
of the Holy Spirit to recognize the strongholdshirir  truly understood what Jesus was Continued on page 3
lives that prevent them from fully leading victaum EE=F 226 =77 Y Z LMo = =l o sV I W X=2 =Y 'S
Christian lives. Together with the newly-formeQ
Prayer Counseling Team, they delved deeply into
their spiritual foundation and Continued on page 4 |

“The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to alvho
call upon him in truth.” (Psalm 145:18)
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NOT ToOo BE SERVED, BUT TO SERVE

There are many instances in the Gospel d
Matthew in which one encounters the themes ¢
discipleship and community life. This leads schelar
to speculate that Matthew has a particular interest
addressing the difficulties of community life as
experienced by the Christians within his community
What could have been on Matthew’s mind when h
recounted the story of James and John’s ambitio
request, and Jesus’ rebuke contained in Matthef*=
20:17-28? The Gospel writer likely grasped the ful :
gravity of Jesus’ teaching as He Himself evangélizess cpyrist.
and took charge of the livelihood of Christian ) _ ) )
communities as an Apostle. The same issues likely Paul expllcate,s what it means to “do likewise;”
cropped up then; and even today, one needs to hd@p takes Jesus’ statement that Will not be so
Jesus’ explanation of the meaning of service anew. @mong [us]” Paul teaches the primacy of love

_ ) Corinthians 13). We are tdbéar with one another|

In Matthew 20:17-28there are two dimensions to 4nq forgive each other’(Colossians 3:13)o “... to
Jesus’ teaching about discipleship, which igye a life in a manner worthy of the call you hav
inseparable from service: first, one cannot bgecejved, with all humility and gentleness, wit
motlva_ted by glory or prestige. James and John_ Se&Mtience, bearing with one another through lov
to desire seats of honor beside Jesus: they wasit to striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit, thrgh

at His right and His left. From what we know aboughe pond of peace (Ephesians 4:1-3)
the Sons of Zebedee in other texts, we get theesens _ ) )

that they are ambitious and bold. In Mark, James an In this reading, it seems that none of the Twe
John themselves tell Jesus “to do for us whatewer v¥nderstood the meaning of service, and this shbeil
ask of you,” and then make the same request @t sit refreshing to the reader: even the Twelve had rtmi|
His right and left (see Mark 10:35-45). In Lukeeyh 9row. Is there still space in my life where | need
ask Jesus if they should “call down fire from hedve 970W, to prune, to change? Indeed, even today,
to consume Samaritans who did not welcome JesGgnstantly grapples with the temptation to se
(Luke 9:51-54). Their ambition proves to be a seurconeself—or with the temptation to bring others do
of agitation for their brothers: Peter and the mthe With gossip, anger, or infighting. But Jesus telts

“became indignantat the sons of Zebedee (Matthew €t it not be so” among us! If we therefore dedie
20:24, Mark 10:41). follow Jesus, we must be willing to “be last,” te

o servants, “to give our lives,” just as Jesus die
The infighting among the Twelve prompts Jesus t@ame not to be served, but to serve. To follow e

second dimension of Jesus’ teaching: they aremot t

be like the rulers of the world. Rather,.Whoever Lord, teach me to be generous. Teach me to s
wishes to be first among you shall be your servantYOU as you deserve, to give and not to count thg

whoever wishes to be first among you shall be you,to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil antitno
slave. Just so, the Son of Man did not come to b€k for rest, to labor and not to ask for any nela

served but to serve and to give his life as rangom €xcept that of knowing that I do your will.

many.” (Matthew 20:26-28) Just as Jesus came “
to be served, but to serve,” all of His followersish
do likewise. Thus the relevance of this text can
seen in this way: On the one hand, those who agpir
be disciples of Jesus cannot seek their own glory i oo
prestige or power. On the other hand, there islacep heart through the various ministries in BLD.”
for “indignation” at the faults of another inetfBody 281 Coumsels ™ July 22, 2011

“We see a glimpse of the Kingdom in our community
when we love God and trust completely in His divine
providence, when we conduct ourselves with selfless
love for others, and when we serve Him with all our

! Except when otherwise noted, scriptural citatiarestaken from the NRSV Catholic Edition.
% From the New American Bible; in the NRSV it is demed as “They were angry with the two...”
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Whoever FHas Ears COUNS LS (fompage 1)

Ought To Hear teaching them about the mystery of the Eucharigt?

, , . was placing his trust in the Lord’s word — beliayi
This particular bible verse (Matthew 13:43) CaNhrough faith what his mind could not full

be related to the book of the Prophet Daniel Chiapt

12, verses 2 to 3. It readMany of those who sleep %omprehend.
in the dust of the earth shall awake; some shalldi Are we not on the same predicament as Pe
forever, others shall be an everlasting horror and None of us could understand or explain the myst
disgrace. But the wise shall shine brightly likeeh that happens at every Mass as the priest pronou
splendor of the firmament, and those who lead thethe words of consecration. We see with the eye
many to justice shall be like the stars forever. faith and believe in our hearts that we are goimg

The first Israelites who have fallen according td€ceive the Body and Blood of our Savior — beca
Daniel 11:33-35 shall awake, that is, rise to livéde said so — the One who has the words of ete
forever. A resurrection of the wicked: a later Gtigin  life. As we line up behind the next person in tistes
teaching (John 5:28-29) is implied here. Thdo go up to the altar do we realize that, that lise
evangelist John saysDo not be amazed at this, almost 2,000 years long - it begun in the Upperma
because the hour is coming in which all who are inwhen our Lord instituted the Eucharist?
the tombs will hear his voice and will come outst . . . .
who have done good deeds to the resurrectionegf lif  PUring our preparation for this worship the Lo
but those who have done wicked deeds to tH¥inted to us the boy who offered all his provisig
resurrection of condemnation.While John 5:19-27 When asked by the apostles. We found also
present realized eschatology, John 5:28-29 presedifhough we all know about this boy, it was only
future eschatology. It is the branch of Theologgtth John’s account that he was mentioned — not by n
deals with the end of the world. so he remains anonymous to this day. Reflecting

, . , . what he did illumined us to the theme of tonigh
Isaiah, who lived seven centuries before Chns\{vorship “We submit to the Will of the Eather when

saw God's enemies lie dead outside the walls of tHE ) )
New Jerusalem: just as in the past, corpses, ditth V& share the .Iove of Christ This nameless bo
refuse lay in the Valley of Hinnom outside the gity Shared everything he had so Jesus could show

where huge fires were constantly burning. love and fulfill the miracle of the loaves — pr
. . figuring the Holy Eucharist.
This is God’s

3‘!:'. T wll revelation to us that we Sometimes we wonder how our community
3 ; really need to realize. Newark has survived for 19 years now. Despite

The Church is made up meager resources several districts across the dU
of good and bad people, States were established due to our initiative amd
of just men and sinners, trust in the Vision and Mission that the Lord h
mixed in one another given to us. When | asked one of our elders how
_ | until the harvest time, \ere able to support such financially prohibiti
g o ol R the end of the world, engeavors, his answer surprised me — he said nfa
sl when the Son of Man, in - \,r members give not out of their abundance, t

His capacity as Judge of the living and the dealfl, w give from the substance meaning they were living
divide the good from the bad at the Last Judgment with less in order to share the gift of knowingukeso
the former going to eternal glory, the inheritarofe others. Now even with the current difficult econon
the saints; the latter, to the eternal fire of Hellsjtuation there are still many of us who give todG
Although the just and the sinners are now side byhat is right not what is left. May the good Lo
side, the Church has the right and the duty tougkel continue to inspire all of us to share the loveChfist
those who cause scandal, especially those whdkattagnd His gifts at every opportunity so we could ifuli

its doctrine and unity. This can be done througlyur work as fruitful laborers in His Vineyard.
ecclesiastical excommunication and other canonical

penalties. However, excommunication has @®IRECTIONS

medicinal and pastoral function -- to correct thos@. Deepen your prayer life.

who are obstinate in error, and to protect othewsf 2. Be good stewards at all times.

them. 3. Receive the Holy Eucharist as often as possible
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A weekend of restoration (from page 1)

roots of formation allowing the light of Christ $tine
upon those hidden areas that need the most healing

“All things work for good of those who love God, whoe
called according to their purposé(Romans 8:28)

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

EAMILY L IFE APOSTOLATE
).FLA is appealing t@ll BLD members for donations
of unopened gift items to be used as game prizeé

ME 1-37 classes are requested to ma®@s100
per class donation to defer cost of luncheon. Gxn

Manny/Nette Manguiat dla@bldnewark.com

Singles flea market
hotter than the weather!

The only thing hotter than the weather, was t
BLD Singles Flea Market held this past Saturda

I sAaAlAH 538
In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
Nurses for Blood Pressure & Sugar Screening
Doctors (General Practice)

ne
Yy

July 23. The "trading floor" opened at 9 am. Pray:

r' Contact: R/L Amarante 908-265-216Benluz@aol.com

were offered up by all the intrepid souls who bdave  For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A|

the heat. Items that once clogged garages andtglo
sought new homes. By noon people from t
neighborhood began to arrive. Special thanks to

volunteer "street teams" who canvassed local mg
and drove business to the auditorium. One of t

se www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

S AVE THE DATE

l|S DisCciIPLES ASSEMBLY

> July 30, CANCELLED

highlights of the day was the woman who bought
much merchandise; one of our singles had to help
carry out the six shopping bags bulging with DVD

50 COMMUNITY DAY
he Aug. 20, 8:30-5pm Johnson Park, Piscataway

- Family Colors BAGL®: D-G Rz Q-7

clothes and hand bags. She left the building laaggh
hysterically as the whole auditorium erupted with
standing ovation.

SINGLES INTER-DISTRICT
a CONFERENCE 2011
Aug. 26-28,St. Mary’s
Contact: Singles @ore@newark.bldsingles.org

Why did this flea market take place? We did it
raise money for the Singles Inter-District Confex@n
(SIC) to be held at Divine Mercy in August. It's
gathering, bringing singles from as far away ¢
Manila and Vancouver. All proceeds from rente
tables and food sales at the flea market will h

BLD NEWARK GOLF | NVITATIONAL
Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA
isRegistration forms are available at fellowship ity
dvwvw.bldnewark.corr(:ontacts: Al Cinco 917-453-3264
\5-erdie Umahon 973-393-8804, Jun Viernes 908-492-3

j8Y)

. BLD NEwWARK DINNER DANCE

defray costs. The singles ministry is grateful tb &

vendors, volunteers and class shepherds who made

Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”

this such a fun event. Special thanks to Fathemi3e
and Father Robert of Divine Mercy Parish.

SPECIAL. ANNOUNCEMENT

SIC Community Assistance

Stewawrdship - ITs a way of life!

T . OoORDS PROVISION

WEEK ENDING JULY 22, 2011
Collections Actual YTD

Singles Ministry is requesting for love offerings o

Tithe/Love Offering 3,095 99,886

individual snack packs (salty & sweet), water avdies
Your love offerings can be dropped off in a donmabox

Financial details are available to all memberadmieasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

located in Connell Hall.
Singles Ministry is inviting community members to
advertise their businesses in this year's feagif@thooklet
which will be given to delegates in the August
conference. If anyone would like to place theirladsness
cards in the booklet, contact Stephanie Ikalina and
Stephanie Rigo@ sic2011.action@gmail.com

May the blessing and favor of the Lord be upon

those who are celebrating their birthdays and

WVWORD ANNOUNCEMENT

In the absence of our printer, hard copies of
Covenant News # 29 (July 29t issue) will not be
available for distribution. A limited amount will be
printed by Word Ministry members as a love
offering for the GYMers. We apologize in advance
for any inconvenience. The soft copy will be
distributed as per usual procedure. Please notify
Word Ministry if you have not been receiving your

wedding anniversaries this week!

soft copies by emailing: word@bldnewark.com.

CN awrchives are availalle at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newy.
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BUKAS - LOOB SA DIYOS COVENANT COMMUNITY * ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

Volume 17 Issue 30 Summer Edition August 5, 2011
By N0 S e — COUUDNS ICI_SsS
GK Cab|a.o.of Fr. Paul Lehman and Fairh First
UST Medicine Class 1976 o ,
_ _ _ THEME: We have faith in Jesus when we remair

» Life Bank Foundation, an lloilo based bank, focused on Him.

awarded a grant to build and equip a 60 sq metgorp:  1Kgs 19:9,11-13; Ps 85:9-14; Rom 9:1-5

Sibol school in our village. Only twenty all over Mt 14:22-23

our country were awarded. We must be doingrper  “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”

something good. (Mt 14:27)

= BLD Newark sent $5,500 for the Scholarship ofREFLECTION

Hope in our shared village. This year we have 47 The Catechism of the Catholic Church states f

elementary age children in the program. ThéFaith is first of all personal adherence of man

funding will last 2-3 years based on the futureéGod.” (CCC 150) It means we must entrust oursel

number of scholars. wholly to God and believe absolutely in what K
says. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we must liste
His word and act on them (Lk 6:47). We are
persevere in our walk with Jesus, remain firn
rooted in Him and established in our faith, a
abound in thanksgiving, (Col 2:6-7), for there "
salvation through anyone else, nor is there angro
name under heaven given to the human race by w
we are to be saved,” except the Name of JesustC
(Acts 4:12).

And as we follow Jesus and His commandme
with unwavering faith, when we cry out to Him, H
will save us from useless anxieties - what to wagt
to drink, what to wear (Mt 6: 33). Jesus will dtias
from the storms of life, from our fears and fronr g
= |saiah 58 Min.istry of Newark sent 24 boxes ofsnlgfu?r?grlg}strgnsojlrn%glr\r/l%Sﬁltg]ev\;gmar%ro;i?l;

books to the village. reminds us that ‘Jesus saves all who have faitl
Those who went to Cabiao with us probably stilHim.’
remember our awesome emcee, Liezel Rivera. She our Theme for the First week is: We have faith
and another young lady are enrolling in theJesus when we remain focused on Him.
community college. Lito S asked for sponsors for
them if possible. A BLD Newark member and a Continued on page 3
doctor from UST Medicine Class 76 volunteered BEZE2lonZ 2V 22 20 ey ot oy sV I W N-2=Y '
sponsor Liezel and Bernadette for this year. Weshop “The Lord will surely grant abundance; our land Wi
that they will find sponsors for the rest of theiryield its increase. Prosperity will march beforeet Lord,
college years. Continued orges?2 and good fortune will follow behind.” (Ps 85:13-14)

Ignorance of the Bilble iy ignorance of Christ. Read youwr Bible daily!
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GK Cabiao of ... continuation room and the other room for spiritual / commun
A b loth d cl teachings. They contributed a crucifix, Bible a
S YOU DUy NEW Summer clomes and cean OLgtand, a statue of the Lady of Fatima, an imagehef

your closets, please earmark some of your gendgl us Lady of Perpetual Helping, rosaries and booklets

summer clothes for our residents. Or even buy new w to pray.the Rosary. They continue to encour
ones for them at end of summer sales if you prefe{

they will truly be appreciated especially the XSvio he community to participate in block rosaries.

| have always said that GK is not just a housiné Last Christmas, they distributed Christmas gifts

program. One of their slogans stuck with me from 7 thg 34 tamilies in both communities. Funding w
. . ) raised by BLD Malolos.

years ago and that is their real goal is total huma

liberation. With Grace, two generous and caring Upcoming Tilapia Culture Fishpond in a 500 sq
communities focused to that end, | believe we agin g area. Heavy equipment will be provided DPW
there. with assistance from Santa Catalina Baran
Captain. This will carry with it the constructioriLal
meter wide 3 meter deep water well lined w
concrete pipes for cheaper costing water supply

Thanks to our awesome God.

= Piggery Project with initial 10 heads 1
commercial sale

= Gulayan & Halamanan Projects for raisi
vegetables and high value food crops geared
market rather than for home consumption. This
courtesy of Art Bolo, GK Bulacan Provincig
Coordinator.

= The piggery, tilapia funds came from tk
Community Development Fund.

LEARNING TO GIVE: The medical mission
team brought free medicines to the BLD-GK village
The team cared for families including children df a S -
ages, pregnant women, middle-aged men and womg 4 FIENS ] o L (i
agd tt?e geIderIy. They treated gpatients with ski i . = | — *.'1\“ 2 s
diseases, urinary tract infections, gastroenteritis
hypertension, acute nasopharyngitis, parasitisrd, ai
many more. Furthermore, short lecture about prop
hygiene, first aid remedies using local medicina
plants, and good compliance to medications we
given

BLD GK San lldefonso :
BLD Malolos members with the leadership of the WARM WELCOME: Mr. Leo Alquiros of
Mission Steward Willie-Marie Zunigas and GK Tropical Hut NJ, together with his friends, we
Coordinators Dan-Baby Daez are the energetic,tspirielightfully received by the residents of BLD-G
filled caretakers of the BLD GK Rockville Centerdan Village of the Angels, Lucena City last June
GK CARRP lleto Villages. They adopted both villages2011. Motivation of members of the medical miss

and all projects include the lleto residents. Tatag team out rightly matched the heartfelt gratitu
Walang Iwanan! coming from the residents.
Here is a list of past and future endeavors: We praise and thank God for BLD Malolos a

They converted an unused duplex into a praydviother Olive.
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COUNSILLS (frompage 1) Bible Trivia

In the first reading, Elijah had defeated the 4&@d 1) At which festival did the 12-year-old Jesus sja
prophets of Baal, and when he prayed for rain, iP€hind atthe temple?

rained after three years of drought. But, he camtih a) Feast of booths c) Passove

to focus on the miracles and failed to remain in D) Firstiruits d) Recost
communion with God. Similarly, Peter, at a word2) Whom did Jesus call the "generation of
from Jesus, walked on water, but nearly drownedipers"?

when he lost focus on Jesus and became distragted b a) The Jews of his day c) The Saribe
the big waves around him. By wavering, his faith  p) The Pharisees d) TheuSeees
weakened despite having personally witnessed th :

many miracles that Jesus has performed in hi§') Where was Jesus when he rose into heaven?
presence. Both Elijah and Peter failed to stay $edu a) Jerusalem : c) Gall

on God. We are reminded, therefore, to keep ous eye . 2) Mount of Olives d) Nazareth

. . : g - 2
fixed on Jesus that we may remain unwavering |ﬁ1') What was the name of Judas' father"

faith. The Promise of the Week iSThe Lord will a) Jonah cexdnder

surely grant abundance; our and will yield its b) Iscariot dn&in

increase. Prosperity will march before the Lordh@  5) \WWhen Mary annointed Jesus, why did Judas
good fortune will follow behind.”(Ps 85:13-14) say, "Why was not this ointment sold for three

The Theme for the Second week is: We have faithundred pence, and given to the poor?"
in Jesus when we persist in our prayers. The a) Because he secretly cared for the poor.
Canaanite woman persisted in appealing to Jesus to b) Because he was a thief.
hegl her darL]Jgh(tjer, _tr;ough_ Jotlesus é:!id noé arrllswefr her c) Because he abhored waste.
and even the disciples tried to dissuade her from o
coming to Him. Because of her persistent faithuses d) Because he didn't understand the purpose.
healed her daughter. As disciples of Christ, weehav6.) What was the name of the field that was
to follow the exhortation of St. Paul t®fay without  nyrchased with the betrayal money Judas
ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for $his returned?
the will of God for you in Christ Jesus™(1 Thes '

5:17-18), for we do not know when and how Jesus & Corban C) Aceita
will answer our prayers. However, we know in faith ) Golgotha d) Galptzat
that Jesus hears and answers our prayers. Thederony ; : cictard

of the Week is'...great is your faith! Let it be done ) X\)/hfot[narrled his half S|ster.C)rab

for you as you wish.(Mt. 15:28) b) Nahor d) A

The Theme for the Third week is: We have faith
in Jesus when we proclaim Him as Son of the Living.) Who wrongly thought that Abraham's and
God. Just as Peter proclaimed Jesus as the Sbe of tsaac's wives were their sisters?
Living God, we too, as disciples of Christ, shobkl a) Abimelech c) Ben-Ammi
ready to proclaim Him in our witness to what He has ) |shmael d) Mamre
done for us in our lives. Then people will be
encouraged to know more about Him and to followd.) Who tricked Jacob into marrying his
Him. The Promise for the week is: “...upon this rockdaughter?

I will build my church, and the gates of the  g) Lot c)rab

netherworld shall not prevail against it.” (Mt. 18) b) Nahor d) Laban
Finallly,.the Theme for the Fourth week is: WelO.) Who stole the household gods of her father?

have faith in Jesus when we deny ourselves; take up a) Rachel c) Zhpa

the cross and follow Him. As His disciples, we have b) Leah d) Bith

to allow Jesus to constantly transform us and buSig  apnswers on next week’s issue.
to new life in the Spirit. By His mercy and graees
can resist the attractions of the world, die deilyur | DIRECTIONS: _ o

self-centeredness, and persevere in following Jequgave a disciplined prayer life. Spend quiet tirog
who will lead us to a fruitful life here on eartinca | cOmmune with God and hear Him in the stillness
preserve us for eternal life (Jn12:24-25). The Rsem| Our hearts. Read and reflect on His Word dailyp
for the week is: “...whoever loses his life for mkea | {0 confession regularly and receive the HE

will find it.” (Mt 16:25b) Eucharist more often.
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WYD AND THE WEST IN POPE’S
PRAYERS FOR AUGUST

MADRID, SPAIN, JULY 29, 2011 (Zenit.org) -

As Benedict XVI travels to Madrid in a few weeks

he will be supported by the prayers of all thOS&Jr\:Vh per class donation to defer cost of luncheon. Gxn
In August, his

join him in his monthly intentions.

general intentions are for youth and the fruits of lsAlAH 53

World Youth Day in Spain. In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
The Apostleship of Prayer announced the Nurses for Blood Pressure&Su_gar Screening

intentions chosen by the Pope for the upcoming Doctors (General Practice)

month. His general intention is: That World Yout
Day in Madrid may encourage young peop

throughout the world to have their lives rooted amdPlease notify Word Ministry if you have not beerereing

built up in Christ.”

His aposto“c intention’ meanwh”e, calls to mind For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S. A
one of the priorities of his pontificate: the new

evangelization.

The Pontiff's apostolic intention for August is
“That Western Christians may be open to the acti
of the Holy Spirit and rediscover the freshness a

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

EAMILY L IFE APOSTOLATE
FLA is appealing t@ll BLD members for donations
of unopened gift items to be used as game prizeé
ME 1-37 classes are requested to ma®@s100

[
Manny/Nette Manguiat dla@bldnewark.com

h Contact: R/L Amarante 908-265-216Benluz@aol.com
e VNV ORD

your soft copies by emailingiord@bldnewark.com

www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

CoOoOMMUNITY DAY
on Aug. 20, 8:30-5pm Johnson Park, Piscataway

fFamily Colors e D-G H-P ROLrA

enthusiasm of their faith.”

Meanwhile, the Sisters of Life are preparin
young people for the experience of the pilgrimag
through a blog updated from Madrid. With th
Knights of Columbus, it is co-sponsoring the “Lov
Life: A Home for English-Speaking Pilgrims” cente
in Madrid. The sisters’ blodnas a “spiritual prep
topic” for each day leading up to the Pope’s megti

with youth. Each blog entry concludes with “some

spiritual exercises”. concrete steps to responthéo

SINGLES INTER-DISTRICT
CONFERENCE 2011
g Aug. 26-28,St. Mary’s
J€ Contact: Singles @ore@newark.bldsingles.org
"BLD NEWARK GOLF I NVITATIONAL
r“ Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA
Registration forms are available at fellowship isitv
www.bldnewark.comContacts: Al Cinco 917-453-326¢
Ferdie Umahon 973-393-8804, Jun Viernes 908-492-3

BLD NEWARK DINNER DANCE

-

reflection. There are also a series of links dingc

Oct. 15 “A Night To Remember”

pilgrims to a variety of media for further reflemti
and learning.

SPECIAL. ANNOUNCEMENT

Single Inter-district Conference

Stewawrdship - ITs a wavy of life!

T . OoORDS PROVISTION

WEEK ENDING JULY 29, 2011

Collections Actual YTD

Community Assistance

Tithe/Love Offering $3,310 $103,196

Singles Ministry is requesting for love offerings o
individual snack packs (salty & sweet), water angd

Financial details are available to all memberadmieasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

je)

soda. Your love offerings can be dropped off in
donation box located in Connell Hall.

Singles Ministry is inviting community members t
advertise their businesses in this year's feat8t€d
booklet which will be given to delegates in the
August conference. If anyone would like to plact
their ads/business cards in the booklet (B&W onl
please contact Stephanie Rigor
Stephanierigor@gmail.cowr 908-875-1132
Full Page: $150, Half: $100, Quarter: $50

D

174

)

CN awrchives are availlalle at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newy.

“1 will give them a new heart and put a nev
spirit within them; | will remove the stony
heart from their bodies, and replace it with «
natural heart, so that they will live according
_to my statutes, and observe and carry out 1
ordinances; thus they shall be my people ai
| will be their God.” (Ez 11:19-20)
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18




BUKAS - LOOB SA DIYOS COVENANT COMMUNITY * ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

Volume 17 Issue 31 Summer Edition August 12, 2011

Singles & ME couple commit to Jesus COUNSEL S

Transformed, renewed. That was what it felt to [the D/ V//Vf_ (JZ/J 7 /gf
Singles after attending the Life in the Spirit Seamiin T . We h faith in J h ist |
June 2011. Friday, August 5th, at Divine Mercy 8tafj HEME. prgye?sve aith in-Jesus when we persist in
Rahway, Fr. Paul Lehman, celebrated the HealingsMa _ o _ ) _
followed by the anointing of 11 singles and one dtple Worp: s 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8, Rom 11:13-]

: AR 29-32; Mt 15:21-28
who committed themselves as Jesus’ disciples. | A o ' T .
welcomed, with joy, our new members. %RDER ...observe what isright, do what isjust... keep

the sabbath free from profanation and hold
The newly annointed singles were Irvin Aglibut, &i fast to my covenant ...” (Is 56:1, 6)
Avisado, Laura Cancio, Rashed Espejon, Christinei®a REFLECTION:

Fid Lim, Joe Madrigal, James Sabale, Vanessa Fqié, In Matthew’s Gospel, (15:21-28), he tells us
Santos, Jen Ompod and ME couple Willie and Amopag s acting mean and showing a side of Him we
Ferrer. not normally see. Even with all the explanatiof

FRrRrR. PAUIL SPEAKS commentaries written regarding this biblical pagsa

. , | find them all unsatisfactory and hard to belie
“The Resurrection of the body”, this is the next t

last act of faith we confess to at the conclusibthe : :
Nicene Creed. Closely connected to this act oh fait racist, others say. He was Omy foIIowmg the_Jew
the phrase, ‘“life everlasting”. We believe thaustom and tradition of His time, that is, callitige
someday the body we now inhabit will be “raised upGentiles and pagans as dogs. Still, others try,
and joined to our souls to complete our humaexplain it as a mistranslation, or that Jesus dtl
personhood and share with our souls eternal lite aneally say it. But whatever it is, it is sti

happiness in heaven or eternal damnation in hell. l'Jnsatisfactory to me. At this scene, Jesus warde

assures us that our bodies are worthy subjects fférach the Canaanite woman a lesson. At first
glorification. It tells us that we are in a sense ' ;

incomplete without our bodies. We are not angels. Jgnores the Canaanite woman. Then, tells her tieaf
false spirituality sees a dichotomy between thevas sent only to the lost sheep of the house
spiritual and physical aspects of our human naturégrael.” Finally, He says;it is not right to take the
one good, the other bad. Even though our humdood of the children and throw it to the dog$n'view
nature is weakened by original sin, God madef these statements, | propose that the reasors J

everything good. Thus our physical bodies, oufig what did and said what He said was simply
emotions, our sexuality are all good and to b

respected. Precisely because our humanity has bjéw” the demands of Justice.
used improperly, do some fail to distinguish betwee = Remember, God is a god of Justice. The comn
the legitimate use of the physical and its abuse. usage of the word justice is “to render to everyin|

The fact of the Incarnation confirms the fact thahis due.” Like an eye for an eye, and a tooth fo

God would and could not have assumed somethirigoth, in the Old Testament. With Jesus, it is akin
into His person that was not good, a body. In theyv Peter denying Him three times during His crucifixig

=i

beginning of creation He elevated the body to and again Peter professing three times he loves H|i

dignity that it can become the means of cooperatingfter His resurrection. Continued on page 2
with God in creating life. In recreating us ang - .
redeeming us by His suffering, death and resuoectiikaflalea 2 %% 220k ox M A% L A2 =Y 2%
the body can now be even used for supernatural : S -

communications. The Sacraments themselves are...greatlsyourf\;avlitShh "L((Ie\t/llttlbéa.gg;\efor youasyou
material things that have Continued on page 2 : '
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COUNS IS (fompage 1) Fr. Paul Speaks (fompage 1)
Justice requires Peter to do so. been transformed by the incarnate Jesus and &e

. . . . . . used by bodily persons in transforming &
Can you imagine this Canaanite woman ignoringransferring supernatural gifts.

someone seeking her help previously? Or, telling th .
person to get lost because her food is reservedfonl comE%ejﬂiégtethguprnnggpfesglri]r%g VAveS#]ﬁg ??ro?/t/)g)
her family and cannot be thrown to the dogs, m&aningen an embrace can often speak louder than we
non-Canaanites or Jews? Is it reasonable to expisct \ye've all heard about body language. As mentiol
from “anybody, | ask you? Imagine too, demonghove, the marital act of love opens the coupléou
afflicting and tormenting her daughter. This Cari@an the transmission of life.
might Ios,e her family wealth just to get a cure her That is the reason why the Church insists t
daughter's iliness. At this point, the Canaanitemeo  ,,onness to the possibility of life must be intdn®
hears of this man, Jesus, who happens to be pasgingihe marital act, and why contraception is in a een
and was known to have driven demons out of a man. |ie. This has been beautifully taught by our prewid
When the Canaanite woman approached Jesus, di@ly father, John Paul Il in his long teaching be f
had a change of heart. She understood why Jesitgology of the body. This is also the basic rea
repeated her own words before without love, buig th Why the misuse of the body is in a certain sensacai
time spoke to her full of love. Instead of goingagw ©f irreverence to the sacred, our bodies.
she comes back with a plea so humble, yet so fiah t Even if our bodies give us trouble in the form
Jesus could not resist. | believe, Justice requisgsto  sickness, temptation or fatigue it is God’s giftigart
undo what she had done and for her to move forwar@f our human nature. Respect the life of body 4

Her persistence shows complete trust in Jesus’ymerc soul that form the complex thing we call the hum
. T person.
This passage shows not only that divine justicé tha

restores souls back to God, but also that wrongs BEE\Y BB ESY M 5 AWAN N0 1 BA(01 DAY B DI NS

repaid to return to good standing with the Lord. It | gajAH 58/ SERVICE MINISTRY
punishes not for its own sake, because wrongs tdo@o Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check

satisfied by legal means alone. It needs God’sndivi Every Hd Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area
mercy to fully restore righteousness. Divine Juasti SINGLES

shows us and makes us realize that when do wroag, \%I
hurt others. It also paves the way to humility, NGLESINTER-DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2011

perseverance and faith. While God’s mercy trumps  AU9- 26-28, Singles Ministry is requesting for love
God's justice, it does not cancel it. It existsjust one | ©fferings of individual snack packs (salty & sweetpter
person, Jesus Christ, who took the punishment dor 0 and SO%%'n;f[’ig:llg\éi %i‘;?ggsincggr?ﬁeﬁrazﬁed off in
sins by His crucifixion Thus, says the Lord, observe _ o R _ '

what isright, do what is just; for my salvation is about Singles Ministry is inviting community members to
to come, my justice about to be revealed.” (Is 56:1) His advertise their businesses in this year's feat8€d

Justice was revealed on the cross and is cloaked inP@0Klet which will be given to delegates in the Asg
conference. If anyone would like to place their

Mercy. Thanks to_Jesus obedlen_ce, we may now € ter ads/business cards in the booklet (B&W only), meas
into the greatest justice ever, which is dlvmeelo)_#\s contact Stephanie Rig@ Stephanierigor@gmail.comr
He tells us,"Let it be done for you as you wish.” gog.g875.113%ull Page: $150, Half: $100, Quarter: $50

Persistence in prayers is answered; faith in thel G SAVE THHE IDATE

cures and heals. Let us approach Jesus, trusindth

will hear us. Let us not lose hope but keep onipray CoOMMUNITY DAY

any day, any time. Aug. 20, 8:30-5pm, Johnson Park, Piscataway
! FLA is appealing t@ll BLD members for donations of

DIRECTIONS: unopened gift items to be used as game prizes. 19E 1

1. Be joyful in my house of prayer. classes are requested to malg%100 per class donation

. . to defer cost of luncheon. Contact: Manny/Nette iiaat.
2. B rsistent in our prayers. .
° PersIsTen I Ot PEYErs Family Colors IECHNPENEHN O-Z |

T oRDS PROVISTION BLD NEWARK GOLF INVITATIONAL

WEEK ENDING AUG. 5, 2011 Sept. 17, Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA
Collections Actual YTD Contacts: Al Cinco 917-453-3266, Ferdie Umahon33-
Tithe/L ove Offering $1,871 $105,067 8804, Jun Viernes 908-494-3182

Financial details are avaiiable to all memberagimeasury@bldnewarkcom | BL D NEWARK DINNER DANCE
Thank you for your continued support! Oct. 15, “A Night To Remember”
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BLD Newark prepares for Community Day COUUNSICT _SsS

The annual BLD-Newark Community Day will be  YWho- d,o-yawm I cov?

held tomorrow, August 20 from 8:30am to Spm aat EME. We have faith in Jesus when we procla
Johnson Park in Piscataway. Manny and Nette " Him Son of the living God P

Manguiat and the Family Life Apostolate have be _ ) ) . :
hard at work planning a wonderful day based on t ORD! 551232313?61&21%2312%813 2-3,6, 8 Rq
core BLD values of Faith, Fellowship, Family, FunORDER “Affirm fhat aII' things are from Him

and, of course, Food. _ _ through Him and for Him. Give glory to
In order to make all of this possible, the FLA has God forever: (Rom 11:36 paraphrase)

requested donations from all segments of th®erLecTiON
community. It is not too late. If your ME class hast

yet made a contribution, please do not hesitate. Al “Who do you say | ant?(Mt 16:15) This was the
donations are welcome. second question Jesus posed to His apostles. To

earlier question‘wWho do people say that the Son o
Also, all BLD members are urged to check theif, isg?” (Mt 16:13) the?/ sgeminély had an eas

attics and closets for unopened gift items that loan response:“Some say John, some Elijah, others

donated and used as game prizes. Jeremiah or one of the prophets.(Mt 16:14) The

So make a plan to gather up the kids and come apostles were caught off-guard when Jesus asked
down to Johnson Park. Get there early, attend teecond unexpected question. There was only
outdoor Mass, join in the fun, and enjoy the gomaoldf person, Peter, who responded to Jesus by sayiag
and fellowship that BLD-Newark is famous for. Andare the Messiah, the Son of the living God(Mt
don't forget to wear your family colors. 16:16)

. . ) : This is the same Peter who would often cau
More than just fundraisers ... let's celebrate! trouble within Jesus’ inner circle; the same persen

On two upcoming Saturdays, BLD will be holdingvould see, a few verses later, being ster
its annual fundraisers: a Golf Outing (Sept 17tij a 'ePrimanded by our Lord when he was tolGet

- hind me, Satan!"(Mt 16:23) the same person wh
Dinner Dance (Oct 15th). We need your support fﬁﬂ . (

_ : : g : ad the faith to walk on water yet began to sinlemvh
each certainly financial, but also your interes e doubted; the same person who was the only

mvolverrlent and part|C|.pat|on. , _who spoke during the Transfiguration; the sar

They're really not just fundraisers. Yes, they'rgyerson whom the Lord asket¥ou could not keep
FUN-raisers too; they are celebrations of Godwatch with me for one hour?”(Mt 26:40) the same
blessings. Out on the golf course, there’s the Warmperson who denied our Lord three times; the sa
of the sunshine, the greenness of grass and tiees;person the Lord asketiDo you love Me?"(Jn 21:16)
camaraderie that’ll surely be there no matter vamat . . .
scores. At the Dinner Dance, we celebrate Hisagift . 9€Sus did not ask these two questions in orde

BLD — family and friends, dancing the night away offk€ an opinio|_r|1_ poll orl sqtrve%: He was not intezés
“A Night to Remember.” in measuring His popularity. His purpose was ehtirg

. different. He wanted to make sure His apost
Truly, these are opportunities to celebrate oynderstood who He was before He left them. Tha
thanks to God for BLD, and to help it in the missiowhy He immediately asked His second questi
that it has signed up for wholeheartedly... summed upvho do you say | am?” Peter'€ontinued on page 2
in two words: to love.
All golfers and dancers are welcome.... and si
they are fundraisers too, so are all helping hgadd | "Upon this rock | will build my church, and the gaseof
heartsl and prayers!)’ pockets and Wa”ets too! the netherWOﬂd Sha" not prevall aga|nst H(Mt 1618)
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COUNS I IS (fompage 1)

response is one of conversion, of faith and corongt
as compared to the apostles’ collective first respo
which was based on facts, opinion, or even hears
Peter's right response elicited Jesus’ blessi
affirming the primacy of Peter as our first pofyéou
are Peter, and upon this rock | will build my|
church.” (Mt 16:18) Because Jesus was the true ro
the One who is, who was, and who will always remz
the cornerstone, it was necessary for Him to mak
sign, someone to represent Him as the Christ,
foundation of our faith. That sign was Peter. Jes
thus made Peter His vicar or substitute with t
responsibility to pastor and feed His flock (th
Church) in His place.

Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter. We o
see this happening in Scripture when somec
receives an important mission or anointing (Abra
became Abraham, Jacob became Israel and later,
was named Paul). In a similar example of fre
anointing in the first reading, the Lord God dencech
His chief steward, Shebna, and lifted up Eliaki
instead by giving him authority and the keys to t

house of David. Similarly, when Jesus said to Rete

“I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heavén,
(Mt 16:19)it affirmed Jesus’ role in salvation history
“The holy one, the true, who holds the key of Davi
who opens and no one shall close, who closes and
one shall open."(Rev 3:7)

Indeed, Jesus has the authority to allow or digall
someone entrance into the Kingdom. He is the ¢
who holds“the keys to death and the netherworld.’
(Rev 1:18b) By giving Peter the keys to heavenyse
lends His authority to His true followers: to teaa
He taught, to love as He loved, to share as He
shared, to be instruments in helping people live
way of the Kingdom. As disciples of Christ, w
should be ready to proclaim who He is and what
has done in our lives though our words and actio
Others will then be encouraged to know, love and
follow Him.

We profess ourselves as Catholic Christiat
followers of the Lord, disciples of Jesus the Ghri

We declare Jesus as our Lord, our King, and the §
Messiah an

of the Living God, our Savior,

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

SINGLES

o SINGLES INTER-DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2011
’1 Y- Aug. 26-28,Divine Mercy, Rahway, NJ
g’Singles Ministry is requesting for love offerings o
individual snack packs (salty & sweet), water an
soda. Your love offerings can be dropped off in
donation box located in Connell Hall.

ck,
ain
e &ingles Ministry is inviting community members t
thadvertise their businesses in this year's feat8t€d
sus  booklet which will be given to delegates in the

e their ads/business cards in the booklet (B&W only
contact Stephanie RigeiStephanierigor@gmail.con
908-875-113ZFull Page: $150, 1/2: $100, 1/4: $5(
COMMUNITY CALENDAR
m Life in the Spirit Seminar #37
SauDct 8-9, Divine Mercy Auditorium, Rahway, NJ
SN Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriandsa@bldnewark.com

he August conference. If anyone would like to place

Ll

puv)

|9 )

174

—

John 6 Crossing #12

m Oct. 21-23« Venue to be finalized

n

[
finalized & secured. Contact: Ernest/Nellie Sun &

. bldnewarkjohn6@yahoo.camisitbldnewarkjohn6.weebly.con

ost for the weekend to be determined when venu

|
n

, Aspirants Retreat
no Oct. 21-23+ Venue to be finalized
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.con

=

0 2012 Medical Mission
N Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.con

CoOMMUNITY DAY
th  Aug. 20, 8:30-5pm Johnson Park, Piscataway

has

e Contact: M/N

Manguiat fla@bldnewark.com
HEamily COIorsm

"BLD NEWARK GOLF INVITATIONAL
10 Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

ns, 973-393-8804, Jun Viernes 908-494-3182

Contacts: Al Cinco 917-453-3266, Ferdie Umaha

E BLD NEwWARK DINNER DANCE
don “A Night To Remember”
Oct. 15 7pm - 600 Washington Ave. Manville, NJ

Redeemer. We proclaim Him as the Bright Mornir

Star, the Prince of Peace, the Rock of our Salwatio
Wonderful Counselor. If Jesus asks you today, “Aja

you, who do you say | am?” how are you going
respond?

As we listen to and follow the Lord's voice, let L
also yield to His directions for ourselves and

"9 Contacts: Vino/Beth Guiang - 908-229-2273
or Cezar/Pinky Calingo — 908-230-3660

T . OoRDS PROVISION
WEEK ENDING AUG. 12, 2011
Collections Actual YTD

| “Jithe/Love Offering 3,901 108,968

community:

1. Give thanks to the Lord for His kindnes
endures forever.

2. Proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Son of

be

" Financial details are available to all memberaghiceasury@bldnewark.com

s Thank you for your continued support!

CN 30 Bible Trivia answers:(forgive us for the deldy
1-c2-b 3-b 4-d 5-b 6-c 7-d 8-a9-a 10a

Living God

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not been receiving your soft copies by emailing: word@bldnewark.com
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BLD Newark turns 19 COUNS I S
On Aug. 22, BLD Newark turned 19. Indeed, theNo One Can Serve Two Masters

community has grown by leaps and bounds. Sureffyeme: We have faith in Jesus when we de

this was the work of God and not of men! ourselves, take up our cross and follg
Congratulations on the steadfastness in spreading Him.

the gospel of LOVE. Only the Lord can invigorate VorD:  Jer. 20:7-9; Ps 63:2, 3-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1p;

sizable number of people to leave their weekend Mt 16:21-27

comforts behind and do God's work. OrRDER  “...offer your bc_Jdies as a living sac_rifice
But, such is the perplexity of God and everything holy and pleasing to God, your spiritua

that is OF and ABOUT Him. Work becomes a very, worship” (Rom 12:1)
light load, in fact, a joy to do. Human imperfectso ~EFLECTION.

are common but are readily excused and quite when St. Paul in Romans 12:2 say®o" not

accepted. Love is the moving and nurturing factoponform yourself to this age but be transformed &
and it guarantees indescribable peace and joy # renewal of your mind, that you may discern wha
people’s hearts! is the will of God, what is good, pleasing an
Truly, we are all blessed to be so favored by Gogilerfect’ he is describing the mind of Christ. An
May we never tire in this heaven-bound commitmerflearly he is giving us the guide for our ow
and may the harvests from our toil fill God's barntransformation.
houses to the rafters! God's blessings upon yobu all When | arrived in this country in the early 70’
like most Filipinos, my objective was financia
stability. Hard work, overtime and frugal living vee
“Blessed shall you be, and favorédPsalm128) the norms during those days — typical of most rééger
God is so good and His grace is bountifull Herrived immigrant Filipinos. True enough within 1
provides us all with what we need, including perfeqears, together with my wife, we were able to buy
and awesome weather, as families and friend gatheiig,se. s it wrong to have financial stability agoal?
together to celebrate our BLD '1Community Day | gont think so. We use the talents that God gase
anniversary at Johnson Park, Piscataway, NJ on Ayg. 5chieve a goal. But there is a danger herekd,

20, 2011. o _ most of our countrymen during those days, W
~ The Lord has put His faithful servants in charge afonforming to this age. Materialism was the ager
His household as they set the park up at 7am apflthe day. Dreams of a beautiful house and flas

prepared for everyone to enjoy His blessings. Bul P cars were at the top of our list. Religious dutiese
officiated the Eucharistic celebration, concele&tiat done only because of habit - just going through

by Fr. Robert. motions.

Each Ministry cheerfully did their presentation In 1995, my wife and | joined BLD. After
from Mark 10, John 6, Youth, Singles, Solo Parentattending a few worships and teachings, obsentiag
Adult (various ME Classes) and Golden Years as th&yitnessing of its members, | concluded that thiDBll
shared their talent in singing, acting and dancifie s a good community. Their fruits were good.
games and the door prizes for children and adults why didn’t our Lord allow its birth earlier when i
enhanced the excitement and fun of the day. could have produced more Continued on page 2

And, this family fun and fellowship day would >
have not happened if not for the wholehearBR MU s of- the Week

prayers, generosity, and genuine love of our dear "...whoever loses his life for my sake will find'it.
brothers and sisters inthe = Continued on page 2 | (Mt 16:24b)

Community Day - perfect and awesome
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COUNS I IS (fompage 1)

good fruits? The answer that came to me was thiommunity.
the immigrants of the 70’s and 80’s were so focused

on financial stability, and good paying jobs, thesre
conforming to the age. It was not yet timé&lo‘ one

can serve two masters. He will either hate one or

love the other’. (Mt 6:24)

In the 90’s however, when most of us have mo

or less stabilized, we begun to look for other hams.
We recall the values imparted to us by our par

4 COMMUNITY CALENDAR
the good examples shown by our aunts and ungfe

our culture and tradition — then it is time. Thraoube

grace of God BLD Newark was born, The Lord's

timing is perfect. Whether we realize it or not, lde

Community Day ... (from page 1)

To our faithful and selflesservants you have
demonstrated the true and real meaning of SERV
as our Lord Jesus Christ has taught us.

Thank You Father God for Your blessings
fellowship, unity and harmony as one big Family-t
'§LD Community.

' LSS Shepherd’'s Forum
: Aug. 31, 8pm ¢ Divine Mercy Library
Covenanted members are encouraged to atten

)

using this community to help us to be transfornted
renew our minds and thus know the will of God. Lik
Christ!

Life in the Spirit Seminar #37
Oct. 8-9,St. Mary's Auditorium, Rahway, NJ
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriandsa@bldnewark.com

K&

This is a God-given community. If
consistently attend its Friday worships, follow ar
practice its formation program and help in its eliént
ministries and activities, it should be more th
enough to make saints out of us. To our you
members, from Mark 10 to Singles, why were th
called at an early age? Violence and sex, intert
alcohol and drugs — these kids are growing up it
very difficult environment. So God offered them th
BLD option and now they are here, called at anyea
age, again perfect timing by God. He gave our you
a tool to fight the evils of the day.

we

ey

John 6 Crossing #12
d Oct. 21-23+ Venue to be finalized
Cost for the weekend to be determined when venu
an finalized & secured. Contact: Ernest/Nellie Sun at
nigdnewarkjohn6@yahoo.cannvisitbldnewarkjohn6.weebly.cor
Aspirants Retreat
net, Oct. 21-23+ Venue to be finalized
! Gontact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.corn
SAVE THERE IDATIE

DLC MEETING
Sept. 10, 1-6pn* Divine Mercy

D

=]

=

Ing

To our beloved Golden Years, why is it that G
called you late in your life? You never experienc
the hustle and bustle of working here like the desip
and the solo parents, neither were you exposeketq

BLD NEWARK GOLF INVITATIONAL

edSept. 17 1pm - Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, P/
¢ Contacts: Al Cinco 917-453-3266, Ferdie Umaho
" 973-393-8804, Jun Viernes 908-494-3182

e D~

temptations of the day, the drawbacks of mod
technology. Besides, the conservative Filipino galu
are deeply embedded in you. BLD is a gift of God
you. This community is your ticket for your fina
flight back home. Dear senior citizens rejoice uy
are safe!

., BLD NEwWARK DINNER DANCE

o] “A Night To Remember”

| Oct. 15 7pm - 600 Washington Ave. Manville, NJ

D Contacts: Vino/Beth Guiang - 908-229-2273
or Cezar/Pinky Calingo — 908-230-3660

—

To the new members of the community, ME
why are you here? Who brought you here? Some
say my sister-in-law invited us, others may say
neighbor kept pestering us, still others may sa

T . oRDS PROVISION

WEEK ENDING AUG. 19, 2011

Qollections Actual YTD

heard about this community let me try it. The re
reason you are here is God wanted you to be hire

alithe/Love Offering 2,279 111,247
. “Financial details are available to all memberagmiceasury@bldnewark.com

is the Lord?(Jn 21:7)
So listen to your class shepherd, do not be o

sensitive, hold hands together as you move forwargihere will be days when the climb will be difficult
encourage and support each other. Yes in tlps

community, you will serve and intercede and learstrength but always on the grace of our Savior.
what love is all about. What is your mission?

Whatever you learned here, whatever gifts yoH!RECTIONS:

receive are not meant for you to keep, they arenineg
for you to share — that is your mission. So bergfro

and persevere and one day all your sacrificestuwiit
to joy and gratitude.

To all of us here, let us not lose sight of the &

Thank you for your continued support!

V&immit. The road to the top is steep and windi

ar not and hold your ground, never relying onryc

Do not conform yourselves to this age, but
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that y,
may discern what is the will of God, what is goq
and pleasing and perfect.

2. Think as God does.
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SI1C weathers the storm COUNSITOT .S

The Singles Inter-district Conference (SIC) #2 wasConguering Evil with Good
held Aug. 26-28 at Divine Mercy Parish and Hotef,cye: Ez 33:7.9: Ps 95:1-2. 6-9° Rom 13:8-10: N

Indigo in Rahway, NJ hosted by BLD Newark Singles 18:15-20

Ministry. Despite the rough weather, God still made \jorp:  Jesus upholds those who commit to a life
an incredible and victorious weekend for everyone. prayer and reconciliation.

Almost 200 singles from BLD Toronto, Vancouverqoper  “Owe nothing to anyone, except to lov
Seattle, Los Angeles, Bay Area, Phoenix, Detroit, one another for the 6ne who loves
Washington, D.C, Trenton and Davao, Philippines another has fl,J|fi||ed the law.” (Rom 13:8)

attended. The weekend was filled with many gregd-- ccrion
activities as well as amazing and powerful worships The The.me for the Week:igesus upholds those

Nothing beat the sight of seeing everyone’s hangg,, -, mit to a life of prayer and reconciliation
raised high to the Lord and hearing everyone’se.e;)lc.l.he Random dictionary defines ‘uphold as. 4

fill the room in songs of praise to God. The ort. defend. lift uoward. raise. to take cafe ¢
conference’s guest speakers from BLD Newark a PP ’.” 't q fp q t,k ’ ; o
the Archdiocese led the talks and workshops th gSuS Wil support, defend, take care of us arse nas

when we are prayerful and strive fq

addressed topics revolving around relationshipgp o
passion and purpose in our faith. reconciliation.

Although the storm came, the conference The first reading reminds us that we should
continued during the weekend at Hotel Indigo, wheMéilling to accept correction from those who are

the majority of the attendees stayed. It was ateHo@uthority over us; that we too may be able to arrfp

Indigo, the attendees had district dialogue&iose who are under our authority. Going further,
testimonies, fellowship and, a powerful and finalve minister to others, we too should be willingo®
worship where they made their recommitment to Gofhinistered to. Love of neighbor should be our fif
SIC’s theme wasdCross to share” and indeed that is consideration when we confront and correct othess
what the attendees did. This SIC brought the attemd emphasized in the second reading. The Gospel g
closer and allowed them to realize that they de@ud us an outline on how to confront and correct in
share many of the same crosses. Most oH#lgave gentle spirit (Gal 6:1), and forgive within and ave
them all the grace to learn how to share, bear aodtside the confines of community life; for as we &
overcome these crosses together as one Singlesonciled with one another, our prayers will barde
Ministry, one community, and origodyin Christ. by our Father in heaven.

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are told not to
judgmental or vengeful. St. Paul sayBless those
who persecute you, bless and do not curse...Do 1
repay evil for evil; be concerned of what is nobie
the sight of all. If possible, on your part, liveni
peace with all. Continued on page 3

Promise of the Week

“If two of you agree on earth about anything for vidh
they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my
heavenly Father.”(Mt 18:19)

Ignorance oft Bible iy ignorance of Chwist. Read your Bible daily!
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I Ay Witness Destined for Salvatioww

But he said to thent, To the other towns also | «For God did not destine us for wrath, but to gain

must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God,ggyation through our Lord Jesus Christ(1 Thes 5: 9)
because for this purpose | have been sén{Lk

4:43b) Jesus’ response to the crowds as they toied My family usually starts thinking about summer
prevent him from leaving Capernaum imparts a senganuary. That's when our favorite vacation destinal
of urgency, duty and mission. We are given thgends out a brochure for the new year. For us,
opportunity to do as Jesus if we could onlyneans it's time to plan a road trip. By mid-Juriéhed
acknowledge that we are called to be a Witness, Higservations have been made and we are on the
witness. Our personal encounter with Jesus showguipped with tour books, maps, and printouts
compel us into a_ction for His work here on eartte Wideas gathered during many hours of searching
are blessed to bring the message of salvatiorh&rat internet (including Masstimes.org for the addressfe

As a Christian, have you ever asked, what is ngcal churches.) My husband drives and | navig
purpose? If we follow our Lord Jesus’ own exampl¥Ve spend a week or two on our own, taking in
the answer is quite clear. From the beginning, slessights and finding refreshment for body and soul.
associated His disciples with His own life, revektiee Sometimes, after a day of doing the things t
mystery of the Kingdom to the disciples and gawstth 4 ists do, we like to skip the interstate andimeto
a share in His mission, His joy and His sufferingg,yr hotel on back roads that wander through sr
(CCC 787) towns and over rolling countryside. Along the wza

How humbling to think that our Lord would allow we often discover quiet stretches of beach |
us to partake and share in His own life. It's noteasy begging to be explored, interesting shops, andse
task to proclaim the good news and often time @ne little family restaurants and cafes. The only peobl
vulnerable to rejection, ridicule and persecutidve, is that these wonderful back roads are seldom rda]
as Jesus did, can experience the harshest ofioggct on my map, and | sometimes think it will take
from our own families and “native lands”. Howevermiracle for us to find our way home. And then
we should hold steadfast and as St. Paul writesspme upon a major intersection where a huge
“Proclaim the Word; be persistent whether it istells us to turn right if we want the turnpike dret
convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand,interstate North or Route 1 South or another itaées
encourage through all patience and teachirigiz Tm West or a couple of local highways going in varid
4:2) directions. OR... we can turn left and get all #q

Fulfilling the call to be a witness for the Lorckes S@Me roads going in the opposite directions. At

openness to God’s grace and detachment from sdlRint, | am_convincedt will take a miracle to ge
will. We are challenged to go beyond all that i§ome.
familiar. We should never undervalue our personal The Christian life is often referred to as a joytn|
witness as a member of the body of Christ. As Jesgssort of road trip to our eternal home. It is neatloy
stated, to other towns also | must proclaiin (LK signs that point in every direction and by choitrest
4:43b) we too are challenged to go beyond. Wefa@e theed to be made carefully. God speaks to us thr
disciples of today bringing the message of truipe)  events, good and bad, and through the people we
God's love and mercy in words and actions. Agyery day. If we ignore what He is saying to ussi
witnesses, we must trust in our Triune God angke traveling country roads without a map... gtsing
surrender all to His transforming grace and power. i, take a miracle to get home. Do you remember

When we experience disappointment, reflect on tiy you stopped wandering around and startec
words of St. Paul; But you, be self- possessed in allhead for home? That was a miracle, you know. N
circumstances; put up with hardship; perform the of us finds our way on our own. Only God can tusn|
work of an evangelist; fulfill your ministry’(2 Tm around and put us on the right path. Only He
4:5) Then, will we experience God’s victory frompoint us toward home. And because we travel v
glory to glory, till eternal glory. Him, we know we are destined for salvation.

Flood did a real job on St. Mark’s again. St. Mark’s rectory was damaged with water entetirghouse an
destroying most of it contents. Diocesan peopleaareork now to clean ugdow can we help? As of Aug. 31, th
parking lot is muddy and smells like mud, the ptasibles and steel chairs are soaked in mud. Vedus are needed
power wash them and the parking IBting drinking water when you come, the water is thsafe to drink. Above all
prayers are needed for good health to everyone grate for all to recover from the flood.
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COUNS IS (fompage 1) Fr. Paul Speaks
Beloved, do not look for revenge but leave room for “After he had finished speaking he said to Simo

wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, | V\hl_ ‘Put out into deep water (Duc in altum) and lowe

repay says the Lord’. Rather, if your enemy | our nets for a catch’. Simon said in reply, ‘Maste
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him sometiy nge have worked hard all night and rr:ay\}e caug

to drink; for by doing so you will heap burning c_dm othing, but at your command, | will lower the nets
upon his hleaq'h Do notRbe (iozr_'gzeie?dzgy SV'I. bu hen they had done this, they caught a great numt
g?g‘lqu?r evil wit ﬁoodr(] om lz.14, 1/~ ).h Urng ot fish and their nets were tearing(Luke 5:4-6) This

lblical times, when there were no matches WitQyqnt s very similar to the situation, recountedhe
which to “g.ht a fire, one man from the V|lllage Wadng of John's gospel, after the resurrection, wlesus
Sllwaysh ?hs&g_neh(: }0 tﬁeep thg Chﬁ.l‘COBJ tf|re Snlgnt"?gld the apostles to lower their net after a night

rough th€ nignt. in th€ morning, € went aro frustrating fishing failure. These events were uasd
village distributing the burning charcoal so thermem Sé)in off in John Paul II's exhortatioNovo Millenio

can cook. In the spiritual sense, he was bringi ; o
goodwill, the grace and love of God to his neiglssbopzoeunte published at the beginning of the century, y

St Pal,Jl admonishes us likewise to be the INSUENCR L 1hysiasm for spiritual and pastoral responsidslit

of God’s grace and love to those around us. This message, already eleven years old, is stilbal
The reality is that we too are wounded, frail humator BLD as we celebrate a new beginning. The La

beings who are easily hurt and are just as quick phirase is worth rememberingdtic in altum”. Go out

react. That is why we should be faithful in ourysa into the deep waters of evangelization and don’t

life, that we may remain in the presence of Jesus aafraid.

always aware of God’'s love and compassion for USs, The pope reminded us first that our basic hur

:{%r asAwe abi%e in Him, He V\I/iI[[_abic:]e_ in Qfﬁ’(‘]‘]m duty is to praise the Lord. We do that well in BL\De
2 )- S We deepen our relationsnip wi €SUSan do it better, especially with a more extensise
faithful in meditating and acting on His Word and |OI the gift of tongues. He also pointed to the Chig

our frequent reception of the Sacraments, Jesus Wi, e for forgiveness for the sins of the Churekrd
continue to heal us. He will renew our minds andera E

00. John Paul wanted to “stir up a fresh fervuat

the centuries. It was a surprising reminder thaine

our earthly concerns to heavenly realities. He wq : - o
oL ough the Church is the body and the bride of <Tliri
instill in our hearts the thought that thqse wheeha is composed of us sinful human beings, constantl
hurt us or whom we have hurt are, like ourselve

equally deserving of eternal life. Jesus will supps
with His Holy Spirit in healing those wounded ar@as

our hearts that remain sensitive and vulnerable (érsonally am deeply impressed by the spirituaty

hurts. our young people, even as they struggle with tbwin
With Jesus in our hearts, we will not exert effort maturation in a world that is hostile to what theu@h

defend our honor and name when maligned or wheroclaims to be the truth. | have seen so m

there is false accusation. Rather, knowing Jeslls waxamples of spiritual leadership shown by our &8¢

defend us, we will continue to forgive, lay thosete and youth.

at His cross, and bless those who persecutéhos. o reminded, us as the Vatican Il council tau

as we continue to pray and forgive seventy timeéxplicitly that because of our Baptism, we are
seventy, we can bear one another’s burden and s ’ i

: . . Called to holiness. There is no second class sl
fulfill the law of Christ,” (Gal 6:2). We will no longer in the Church. He connected the importance gfmgrz
let foul language escape from our lips, but onlydgo s part of any pastoral plan
that serve to edify and impart grace upon those wﬁo '
hear it. We will not grieve the Holy Spirit with v The century ahead of us is like a vast ocean. By
we were sealed for the day of redemption. We wéll Rltum. Don’t be afraid of the obstacles. Cast
kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving orfeets of evangelization. Ignore the indifferencehafse

another, as God has forgiven us in Christ (Eph ,4:28€ evangelize. Success is the work of Jesus ant
30, 32). Spirit. Jesus assures us:dm with you always, until

. : the end of the agé (Mt 28:20)
As we commit to a life of prayer and
reconciliation, we will have the Promise of the \Wee DIRECTIONS:

part of the Christian life. He spoke of the presi@ift

“If two of you agree on earth about anything for 1. Rekindle your desire to pray especially for othery.

which they are to pray, it shall be granted to thdsy 2. Out of love for one another, correct each othé
my heavenly Father, (Mt 18:19) wrongdoing and be open to fraternal correct

Reed of forgiveness, and that repentance is a ain|p

gf our young people with a great sense of optimisi.
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Hurricane Irene - God's Mercy in disguise

Though SIC was cut short,
was truly God's Mercy in disguise. SIC attendees

were able to experience the bulk of the planned (Kotse Mo Alay Para sa Ekonomiya at Talinto)

activities. Talks on Relationships and Purpose, a
all the workshops were covered. Attendees recei
confession and spiritual direction from all theggts

celebrated

worshipped and

together.

Because of the floods, many singles were

"stranded" at Hotel Indigo Saturday night and we

unable to return home or go to work on Monda
However, God made that an opportunity for t
attendees to solidify their bond as a BLD Singl
Ministry through fellowship and enabled them
continue their "District Dialogues”, "Public Shagin
and collaborate on a heart-pounding
Worship" on Sunday as they recommitted themsel
to Christ to share in carrying His Cross for Hinda
one another.

The planned "Holy Power Hour" for Saturday

which was Evening Prayer/Adoration
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament lead by

Community of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal BL D Newar k Dinner Dance

had to be canceled along with Sunday’s Talk
Passion by Msgr Schetelick and testimony by Ric
and Aileen Escobina.

Many attendees expressed how inspired they

were by the speakers and workshop leaders from
BLD Community and beyond. The out of sta

districts’ guests expressed so much appreCiaijOGJost for the weekend to be determined when venu
ang

towards BLD Newark for hosting
welcoming them at Divine Mercy. BLD Newar
singles were all still very much in awe over thats

of the weekend and felt so much love and genero
from the BLD Community and Divine Mercy
Parish during these past few months of prepara

Hurricane Irene

"Inter-district

and

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

I saltlAaAH 538
KOMAPET

es

)

arfgars for economic & skills development aide. Don
yeypur cars & get a tax deductible receipt; free tayvi

[09]

Contact: Ruben/Luz Amarante 908.810.124@nlyz@aol.ne

IsalAH 58 /SERVICE MINISTRY

Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
Every 2% Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

es DLC Meeting

o Sept. 10, 1-6pm * Divine Mercy

BL D Newark Golf I nvitational

ves Sept. 17, Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA

h  Contacts: Al Cinco 917-453-3266, Ferdie Umahor

973-393-8804, Jun Viernes 908-494-3182

Lifein the Spirit Seminar #37
Oct. 8-9, St. Mary's Auditorium, Rahway, NJ

theContact: Joven/Lisa Soriandsa@bldnewark.com

—F

re

3: “A Night To Remembeér

NI€0ct. 15, 7pm - 600 Washington Ave. Manville, NJ

Contacts: Vino/Beth Guiang - 908-229-2273
or Cezar/Pinky Calingo — 908-230-3660

John 6 Crossing #12
Oct. 21-23 » Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ

the
te

j

finalized & secured. Contact: Ernest/Nellie Sun a
K bldnewarkjohn6@yahoo.camnvisitbldnewarkjohn6.weebly.cor
Aspirants Retr eat

Nov 18-20 « Venue to be finalized

. Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.corn

=

Sity

—

and especially throughout this weekend. The Sing

Ministry is committed to give back to the BLD aadls :
Newark Community and to allow God to foster theirFee: $125/couple. Applications availablenatv.bidnewark.com

relationships across ministries.

TEACHING CALENDAR

09/16 Mark 10, John 6 & Golden Years
Teaching
09/17* Christian Maturity Program #L SS 1-35
New Creation Realities / Growth in Pray
* LSS 1-36
Christian Parenting 4 ME 37
09/23 Intercessory Formation Teaching
Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ DiviMercy

ToT1

es Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20 « Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ

Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net
Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com

2012 M edical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 « Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.com

T.oRDsS PROVISION
26, 2011
Collections Actual YTD
Tithe/L ove Offering 4,464 115,711
Financial details are available to all memberagmireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

WEEK ENDING AUG.

Proceeds will be used to break the yoke of povertj|:

during "Guided Free Time", and as one body praised, Save a School Child & Scholarship Program.
Saturday’s Masy TD collection: $705 from 3 generous BLD donor

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not been receiving your soft copies by emailing: word@bldnewark.com
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Volume 17 Issue 35 Bulletin Edition September 9, 2011
NN B NN —s COUU NS I s
BlP Hewark welecomes 21 THE CALL TO FORGIVENESS

newly-covegnanted disciples
THEME: Jesus upholds those who can forgive w

September 2, 2011 marked tl&ealing of the love
Covenantfor t\_/venty-one faithful followers of Christ. WORD:  Sir 27:30-28:1-7: Ps 103:1-4, 9-12:Ro
The community cheerfully welcomed them as they - a. )
N . 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35

pledged their lives to the service of the Lord. OL6 - Forai ‘ahbor's  iniusti
community’s newest covenanted disciples are: Elmer v Torgive your neighbors Injustice, - nqg

: : o seven times but seventy-seven times.
Agapito, Rowena Agapito, Jules Laput, Emily LapuhEFLECTlON_
Cy Loreto, Mavil Loreto, Frank Mercado, Tess )
Mercado, Ron Pangilinan, Dina Pangilinan, Delfin The resounding message of forgiveness
Salon, Letty Salon, Rod Soriano, Alma Soriandginforced all throughout the readings. The fil
Frank Soquite, Rebecca Soquite, Danny Sta. Arnaading from the book of Sirach tells ug:otgive
Me-Anne Sta Ana, John Talavera, Jiji Talavergour neighbor’s injustice, then when you pray, you
Mario Union. own sins will be forgiveh (Sir 28:2) The
responsorial psalm gives us the forgiving Lord as

“Let all your works give You thanks, O I‘Ord’exam le to follow as the psalmist proclaims: “Ti
and let Your faithful ones bless You(Ps 145:10) pie. . b P "
Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger and rich

BL D VISION compassion.” The gospel repeats the theme

We are a community of disciples inspired by th{@rgiveness when the Lord answers Peter’s quest
Holy Spirit to be living witnesses for“...Lord, if my brother sins against me, how ofte

transformation in Christ to bring about a world ofmust | forgive him? As many as seven times? Je
justice, human development and true peace answered, ‘I say to you, not seven times but sgve

BLD MIssSIoON seven times.”

In response to the challenges of our particulacggla  The message of forgiveness was mentior
time and culture: repeatedly in the beginning of this commenta
For our families: because we want to make sure that the call of

- We will evangelize families and buildLord to us, His disciples, f to love and forgiveyed
communities of faith through encounters, Life imot get lost and drowned out when we commemot
the Spirit Seminars and discipleship formation. the 1 anniversary of September 11 or 9/11 as

- We will give formation on personal and familycommonly call it. Memories of 9/11 stir up and Ist
prayer, pro-life values, Catholic social teachingsring back feelings of anger, wrath, vengeance :
and stewardship. revenge. Since 9/11, the message of unforgiven|

For our communities: mistrust, fear, discrimination and recriminationsh
We will actively participate in the life and missio pervaded our way of life. The message of lo
of the Church in accord with our God-given gifts-compassion, peace, Continued on page 3

For our country:

- We will work on poverty alleviation throug Prowrise of the Week

scholarships, housing for the poor and advocaciedie pardons all your iniquities; he heals all youilis.”
for life, environment and good governance. (Ps 103:3)

Ignorance of the Bille is Lg/mrwn)oe/ of Christ. Read youwr Bible daily!
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T IH€E CFEOSEN Complete Surrender

"In those days he departed to the mountain to pray, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mar
and he spent the night in prayer to God. When day  your wife into your home. For it is through the
came, he called his disciples to himself, and from Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived ireh
them he chose Twelve, whom he also named  She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesu
apostles."(Luke 6:12-16) because he will save his people from their sins.

Jesus tells us)You have not chosen me, | have (Matthew 1: 20-21)
chosen you.{John15:16) Did you ever \_/vonder why In looking back at how the world was made rea
God has called you to the BLD community? for the coming of the Messiah, we realize that ¢o

In Luke 6:12-16, it says that Jesus prayed to tHeuly one of us, Jesus had to be born of a womhis
Father and called His apostles by name. It is not#®spel leads us to examine the heart of Joseph,
random pick or by any chance that He chose each di@ truly was, accepting Mary who was alreal
but according to His divine plan. The call of testt Pregnant to be his wife in order to protect hewrrg
disciples, Simon & Andrew, are described ag)unlshment according to the Jewish law. This gos

: ; : . - ading depicts Joseph in his dilemma. Feelingithg
immediately consenting and abandoning their r.'e.\{/§ould not be right for him to assume the paternity

despite Jesus only briefly requesting that thew joi G - |
Him. Jesus also called James & his brother Johlewh|t2\,ev Cye”tdéltlrt]h\givavn?; tt?rﬁererg;;irgrr?ge?gztoévtgﬁ al\g&? )

mending their nets, but readily joined withoutyiyorce will expose Mary to the suspicion ar
hesitation. They left their boat, their father andyccysation of adultery, Joseph honorably took M
followed Him. Abandonment of their worldly a5 his wife while with child. Thus Joseph’s hurgili
possessions  emphasizes the importance @hd obedience, together with Mary's “Yes”, ma
renunciation. This gives us a model to follow thapossible the fruition of God’s will for the salvaii of
when we are called we should be ready to follow Hirmankind. The Word made flesh and dwelt among
and trust thatéveryone who has given up everythingthrough the complete surrender of the Blessed Mot
will be repaid a hundredfold and will gain eternal and St. Joseph. By Mary and Joseph’s comp
life.” (Mt19:29) surrender to the will of God in their life, God’

. . .. _Qreatest gift came into being.
It's been six years since my husband and | jomegd d g

the Marriage Encounter and our life has never been When we Iook’at our lives, and examine our o
the same. The life that was filled with worldly"SPonses to God's calling, are we able to comigle

pleasures slowly turned into Godly treasures. T rrenrclj%r_dgucr)f;/wllts_ and deswes, Just as Malry;
Friday nights partying turned into Friday night’s osepn did: enlMmes, We make eXcUses or 190

- . for what's in store for us first, or pick and cheaml
Worshiping. The love of money was replaced with thﬁ/hat is convenient or advantageous for us. l%’

love of giving. The blaming, screaming and fo”'human weakness, we often fail to persevere

language in the past had been transformed intovd | listening to God’s promptings, and be obedient is |
you, | forgive you, please forgive me." Happinesgyi in our lives.

now comes by giving of ourselves to the less
fortunate ones rather than becoming obsessed wi
our own needs and pleasures.

h If we were to be true disciples and followers
hrist, we should not depend upon our convenie
or personal gain, but do things out of love al

We are called not according to our works bubbedience to the one who has created us. We age
according to God's own design as the living witeess on this earth not to fulfill our whims and fantasiéut
to the Gospel in our homes, workplacespnly to do the will of our Father, our Creator, o
neighborhoods and communities of faith. Omnipotent God. We were created in His image &

ikeness so that we may give of ourselves free

. . _ li
C;hnsts ca.II IS not once. H(_e galls us again anéﬁeerfully and fully to God’s service.
again, yet at times we ignore His invitation. Hédsca

us amidst the busyness, the inconvenience, and the Send us what You will my Father, from now on

hastiness of our life. He calls us when we aretigan W/!l trust and obey completely as St. Joseph 3
because His call is our salvation Mother Mary did, no matter how dark the night

how bitter the sorrow fof My food is to do the will
Being chosen by God blesses us with a renewed the one who sent me and to finish His work.
self-identity, and a new way of being in the world.  (John 4:34)
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Remembering 9/11 COUINS K L. (fompage 1)

This Sunday we commemorate the th1ounderstanding and forgiveness many times gets
anniversary of the tragedy of September 11, 2001.in the shouts after 9/11 of “Never Forget” or “Alyg
is hard to believe that ten years have alreadyegasfemember”. Each one of us has had our o

since that infamous day in the history of our count ~ personal 9/11’s in our lives. These were events
experiences in our lives wherein we were hu

Hbused, taken advantage of, lied to, persecutec
%ven abandoned.

| clearly still remember hearing the newscast ov
the radio while at work. Disbelief was what wa
passing through all of our minds at first, but wiilee
reality hit of what was happening, | can remember These personal 9/11's could be as big as
that several of us got together to pray for théivis. ~ member of our family being killed kgont.)someone

Following the news throughout the day | could nog
help but to think of all the people | knew that wed
in the city of Manhattan. On Sunday morning after t
attacks, the church services all over the couneyew
full of people trying to grasp a sense of what was Forgiveness is a personal choice, a persd
happening in this world, that someone could hate @é€cision of us to go against the natural instingbay
so much to want to kill innocent people for no goo&iack evil for evil. Forgiveness is a personal deais
reason. Many people in my parish that day were alé® how we decide to react to these difficult eve
looking for answers from God. The pews had beetround us. The measure of that decision is the dbv
full for several months, until slowly things wereGod who draws us to Himself in spite of our si
coming back to a sense of normalcy for some of usThe perfect example is the forgiveness that Chast
don’t know if those people who stopped coming t&or us. After being scourged at the pillar, made
mass found an answer or not, but many of them wegarry the heavy cross on the road to Calvary i

certainly very angry with God for allowing this tofinally being nailed to the same cross for the siat
happen. of His but our sins, Christ Jesus cried out “...Fatt

. . forgive them, they know what not what they do.,
. :ckrEO\IN in my heatr:]t?alt_'God d'thOt abanldon_u Luke 23:34).With so much unforgiveness in o
In fac am suré that He was there WelCOMiNYq,r1s  how can we even call for world pea

|_nnocer_1t_sou_ls_to heaven. | believe that_ bec_auee t’3orgiveness resulting in peace starts from ourthe:
first official victim counted was a Catholic prielsy It then radiates to the immediate people around

the name of Father Judge, who was a fire Chaphain -
New York City. He gave his life while ministering t then our community and only then, the world.
people who were injured or dying. Peace is essential for development but true pe

is possible through forgiveness. But how many tin
Nave we found very valid reasons, a valid excuge
to forgive. “It was his fault.” “He started it.” “#f
#ould not listen.” It is just like the servant ioday’s
gospel who refused to forgive his fellow servanowi
owed him a small debt. Similarly, when it is ourntu

God created each and everyone one of us, whether make a mistake, we expect everyone
white, black, brown or whatever color our skin maynmediately forgive us. We are slow to forgive b
be. Each and every person that God created, Ha hdast to expect forgiveness. Remember the Lor
relationship with, whether or not it is reciproaite Prayer “forgive us our trespasses as we forgivedh
We all work on our salvation some way or otheisIt who trespass against us.
important for all faiths to dialogue and respeathea
other’'s beliefs if we are to live in harmony in thq_Or
world that God gave us. Let us all pray for thaged
we lost and to continue to build bridges to peaibd w
all mankind.

on or daughter leaving us or even a member of
own BLD community taking advantage of us. To
these painful events, we are called to forgive.

It took me a long time to have a sense of peace
my life after 9/11. So many things changed forams]
we lost our sense of security and began looking
different races and faiths with at least a litib@tempt
if not outright hatred.

As disciples of Christ, the expectations of t
d from us is far greater as we gather for praise

5:23 tells us: Therefore, if you bring your gift to the
altar, and there recall that your brother has

WEELCR L[S OTVISTa EE TR MNISIVIVAS  onything against you, leave your gift there at th{p

sr=1gie] VeV | gu@te\V/oIgF-To | M {SW altar, go first and be Continued on page 4

r a member of our family not repaying us a deld qf

worship or when we go to Sunday mass. Matth|p
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COUNS I L (from page 3)

reconciled with your brother and then come and

offer your gift.”

As we answer the call to forgiveness, let us ask
loving Father to hear our prayers as we lift uplim
our deepest hurts, anger, resentments and bitter
May He touch all the areas of woundedness in
hearts and fill them with His love and peace. May
change our broken hearts and replace them with
Sacred Heart. May He grant us the virtue of hugni

to acknowledge our own mistakes and failures andContact: Joven/Lisa Soriangsa@bldnewark.com

bless us with a desire to forgive and seek forgrgen

May He h_eal and lead us on our life journ_ey of |geac
love and joy, so we can truly be one with Him and o 15 7pm - 600 Washington Ave. Manville, NJ

our neighbors. May He give us the grace to love
another; for the one who loves another has futfil

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

BLD Newark Golf Invitational

Sept. 17 Southmoore Golf Course, Bath, PA
OU Contacts: Al Cinco 917-453-3266, Ferdie Umahor
973-393-8804, Jun Viernes 908-494-3182

MSHLC Meeting (rescheduled

Zur Sept. 27, 8pnr Divine Mercy Library

Hib-ife in the Spirit Seminar #37
lit  Oct. 8-9,St. Mary's Auditorium, Rahway, NJ

BLD Newark Dinner Dance
“A Night To Remember”

on
le

€ Contacts: Vino/Beth Guiang - 908-229-2273

or Cezar/Pinky Calingo — 908-230-3660

the law and will always have forgiveness in hisrhe

DIRECTION :

1. Do not nourish anger or refuse mercy to anotheCost for the weekend to be determined when venu

set enmity aside and overlook faults.

2. Remember that God has forgiven us, so must

be forgiving

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Il saAlAH 58
KOMAPET
(Kotse Mo Alay Para saEkonomiya at Talinto)
Cars for economic & skills development aide. Don
your cars & get a tax deductible receipt; free tayvi

Save a School Child & Scholarship Program.

Contact: Ruben/LLuz Amarante 908.810.12b8nlyz@aol.net
| sAlAH 58/SERVICE M INISTRY

Every 2 Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area

MISSION
Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, NJO7055

Sept.10, ME 20 Contacts: Roger/PinaCoquia

TEACHING CALENDAR

09/16 Mark 10, John 6 & Golden Years
Teaching
09/17*  Christian Maturity ProgramelLSS 1-35
New Creation Realities / Growth
PrayerLSS 1-36
Christian Parenting KME 37
09/23 Intercessory Formation Teaching

Note: On Fri: after worship,*Sat: 1-6pm @ Divine iy
Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beerces/

Proceeds will be used to break the yoke of poverty:

YTD collection: $705from 3 generous BLD donors.

Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check

Every 29 Sat. of the month. Volunteers are neede

roger_pina@yahoo.caiadie/\Vulet Chong 732-356-9056

John 6 Crossing #12
Oct. 21-23+ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ

finalized & secured. Contact: Ernest/Nellie Sun af
Viginewarkjohn6@yahoo.capnvisitbldnewarkjohn6.weebly.cor

Aspirants Retreat
Oct. 21-23+ Venue to be finalized
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.comn

Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20- Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
té-ee: $125/couple. Applications availabisatv.bldnewark.com
Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net
Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com

2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.com

=

[al)

Stewawrdship - ITs o way of life!

T . OoORDS PROVISTION

WEEK ENDING AUG. 26, 2011
Collections Actual YTD
Tithe/Love Offering 1,984 117,695

Financial details are available to all memberagireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

"Be it remembered therefore, that
accordivg to- owr degree of
chawrity, will be owr degree of
N eternal happiness; and not any
other virtue." Saint Thomas Aquinay

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A

www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

ing your soft copies by emailingiord @bldnewark.com
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Changes to the Mass God Is Generous To
All Who Call On Him

The way Mass is celebrated and the structure itseF
are not changing. What will be different are sore o
the prayers and responses during Mass for both tMéORD Is 55:6-9; Ps 145: 2-3, 8-9, 17-18; P

priest and the liturgical assembly. One of the saas 1:20-24, 27; Mt 20:1-16

for the changes in wording is to make more obviou®RDER ~Conduct yourselves in a way worthy of tl
the biblical origin of many of the prayers we use gospel of Christ.

during Mass. REFLECTION:

What is different? The noticeable change will be  In Matthew 20:16, the Lord says[Hus, the last
in the response we make several times during Ma:will be first, and the first will be last. The Jews who
We currently say or singAnd also with youin thought they had always done the will of God dese
response to the priest's promfthe Lord be with more than others, like the poor and the tax cailsct
you. Instead we will sayaAnd with your spirit When to be seated first in God's kingdom. But God, dusis
the Mass first changed from Latin to English in thiowe salvation to any one because of their obedien
mid 1960s, for a whilé\nd with your spiritwas our to the Mosaic Law nor based on seniority. It is an
response. When the final version of S&cramentary unmerited gift given at His free will from His diw
came out in 1974, the official English version braea grace. Everyone is precious to Him and He delight:
And also with yoywhich is what we now use. giving all of us full share in His kingdom in heave

The wording to And with your spirit more In Matthew 20:16, the Lord saysTHus, the last
directly translates the original LatiEt cum spiritu  Will be first, and the first will be last. The Jews who
tuo, but also it brings out that the Holy Spirit is aithought they had always done the will of God dese
work in both priest and people (though in differenmore than others, like the poor and the tax cailect
ways) as we gather to celebrate Eucharist. Thto be seated first in God's kingdom. But God, duss
expression recurs in various combinations throughoowe salvation to any one because of their obedieng
St. Paul's letters to the early Christian commasiti to the Mosaic Law nor based on seniority. It is an
he founded. unmerited gift given at His free will from His dine

grace. Everyone is precious to Him and He delights

Another example is in the response to thgiving all of us full share in His kingdom in heave
invitation to Communion. We currently sayrd |

am not worthy to receive you; but only say the worc ~ Brothers and sisters, honestly, we will admit tha
and | shall be healedThe new version will beord | we will have the same reaction. After all, the ate
am not worthy that you enter under my roof; but continued on page 3

only say the word and my soul shall be healehl W =3 e EVY V2 EIWT 2 o7 SV I V=XV '

more direct translation and makes a more obwous‘,l_he Lord is aood to all and compassionate towar
reference to the episode in the Gospel where this g P

prayer originates. Luke 7-11 (continued on page 3) | all his works.”(Ps 145:9

Jesus upholds those with generous heart}.

Ignorance of the Bilble iy ignorance of Christ. Read your Bible daily!




Total Obedience Behold Your Mother

“Therefore, | did not consider myself worthy to come  |magine this: after multiple severe beatings, a
to you; but say the word and let my servantbe  several hours with a crown of thorns on His he

healed. For | too am a person subject to authority, after carrying a heavy cross, and after His crxicifi
with soldiers subject to me. And | say to one, 'Go, - (in the Gospel of St. John) Jesus says all belviav
and he goes; and to another, '‘Come here,' and he words. In His last bits of energy, He uses morent
comes; and to my slave, 'Do this,’ and he does it. half of those words to say: “Woman, behold, yd
(Lk 7:7-8) son”... and then to the disciple with her, “Behc

Total obedience to God is impossible, so how °" mother.

much must | obey in order to please Him? God knows The Virgin Mary had a crucial role in the story
you cannot obey Him completely, so He is mor&ur salvation. We all know the story of tf
interested in how much you want to obey Him. Tg\nnunciation and marvel at her acceptance of

want to obey Him more, you must grasp a trugole. Every year at Christmas pageants in m
understanding of obedience and how it builds ofhurches, both Catholic and not, we hear of

destroys relationships. From the 6 year old whdaacrifice in giving birth to our Savior. But becaube
leaves her playmates because her mother has calgﬁsfpﬁls are mla'frt"}[' quiet .abouthh;erMafter that, rI
her in for dinner, to the business executive whygspa Iike“S lans are left {0 imaginé what Mary was reg
his taxes on time, we all live in a web of relasbips '

that depend upon obedience to authority. Like a Was she a loving mother? We probably would
loving parent or a responsible government, God se&y ‘YES! Did she take care of Jesus as He

standards of behavior for your own good and t@rowing up? — Another "YES!" Did she want the bg
protect you from evil and harm. Some people def§or her Son? “YES!" and probably gave all that s
authority, but obedience actually frees us to efifjey ~could give Him.

as God intended because it keeps us from becoming Because Christ was God, Mary had to
entangled in harmful situations. Even though God'someone really special. Did she have to be a Virg
commandments are sometimes difficult to obey or Doesn’t take much thought to conclude that

don't always make sense from our human perspectiv@nswer to that too is a ‘YES!" But she was s
obedience to Him will always bring blessing, jopda human, which was part of God’s plan all along. F
peace. When you look at obedience this way, thedis becoming human, | think is really the key ta ¢
you will obey God out of love and gratitude for Hi¢  salvation. By doing so, God showed us that He
is trying to do for you rather than out of fearbefing not make Himself exempt, that even He had to
punished. The more you obey out of love, the morthrough the journey that we, His creations,

you will want to obey, and the more obedience wilthrough.

become a lifestyle rather than a chore. Since God i Byt what's missing from most of the Gospe
the Creator of life, He knows how life is supposed Christ Himself, as He was about to die, summedl it
work. Obedience to His ways demonstrates your truggr us: “Behold your mother.”
that God's way is the best and that it will work fo

you “Behold your mother.” Those three words fill

all the blanks left out by the Gospel writers. Mdnile
“Listen to my voice; then | will be your God and He did not make Mary a god, He Himself elevated
you shall be my people. Walk exactly in the way Ito be, not only His, but also our Mother — alonghw
command you, so that you may prospeJer 7:23) all the love that “Mother” encompasses. And it'sawl
Obedience to God is determined not by words, but byiakes Mary as relevant and special today, as she
deeds. There is no joy for God, or us, in an atétu during that moment of extreme anguish as she
that says, 'I'l do it if I must,’ or "Il do thi§you will ~ Wwatching her Son die on the cross. Because sheri
do that.' But there is joy in saying: “I'l do thisord Mother we pray for her prayers and guidance alw
because You have done so much for me. I'm gratefat,"OW and, as she was with Jesus, at the hourro
and | know this brings You delight. Thank you, véo death
you.” Many people find obedience a drag, but to the Knowing that she is all about love, let us th
“God-fearing”, whatever God asks them to do, is aeturn that love by saying that we love her, and
delight. acts of love that honor her.
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COUNS KIS (from page 1)

-comers hardly worked at all. Why should they bistand united in body and spirit to do God's wor&t
paid the same wage as those who endured tus forgive one another and work to build each ot
scorching heat of the sun all day long. This paradl up. Our conduct must be fully pleasing and giv
God's lesson to us about fairness, generosity aglory to God. Our lives should not be about us,
compassion. about Jesus, the one who lived and died for us,

Jesus has leveled the playing field for everybod>"c who has shown us the true meaning of love
playing y ‘generosity. When we do this, we can truly say,

He opened the door of the Kingdom to those wh
labored for a lifetime and those who came in at thg\?:g#ft ourselves worthy of the Gospel of Chr

last hour. God's kingdom is not given by virtue o

time served, but the grace extended to the cha@gen. DIRECTIONS:
Christ's Crucifixion, one of the thieves tauntedue 1. Do not grumble; serve God without regard 1
to save himself if He was the Messiah. The gooefthi ~ rewards.
Dismas, protested that they deserved theR. Do not be envious of others; focus on yg
punishment but not Jesus for He has not done blessings.

anything wrong. Fearing God, he turned to JesuS; Be fair, compassionate and generous.
"...remember me when you come into your

Kingdom' (Lk 23:42) Changes to the Mass (from page 1)

Jesus replied,Amen, | say to you, today you will narrates the episode .of Jesus’ healing of a Ro
be with me in Paradis&.(Lk 23:43). The repentant Centurion’s slave. While Jesus is on the way to
thief received the greatest gift of salvation by hiSlave, the centurion sends friends to say to |
simple act of faith and humility. No one has claim Lord, do not trouble yourself, for | am not worth
position in God's kingdom for He has the final say!© have you enter under my roof ... but say the wg
The last and first places cannot be earned, bomght 2nd let my servant be healédlesus marvels at th
bargained for. God's great generosity goes beyand d@ith of one who is a pagan and not one of the @inc
human idea of what is fairFor my thoughts are not P€ople. This is the faith we express as we prefmal
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says théeceive the Lord in Holy Communion.

Lord." (Is 55:8) These changes in wording may be uncomfortg

We do not serve God because we want to recei first, since the current words come so autorabyic
and be rewarded. God is infinitely generous anéP Our lips. But with use, we will become accustadn
gracious and will give us better than we deserve. WO the new words and phrases and in so doing, \e
must trust Him and believe that He will always givecOme to a deeper appreciation of what the chy
us the very best. Therefore, we should not be jssalo Inténds to say by them. We will come tofudler
compare and measure ourselves to other whom &rticipation in the mystery of the Eucharist w
perceive to have more than us. We should be giatefeflebrate.
and thankful for our own blessings. Who said )
working in God's vineyard is easy? It is hard Worksam_':'Ie of Changes:
and often humbling. He is always looking for labsre Greeting
to do His work, to send out to minister and heal thPriest: The Lord be with you.
sick, clothe the naked and preach the good new8eople:And with your spirit.
"...whatever you did for one of the least of my gjoria
brothers of mine, you did for meé (Mt 25:40) Are we Al Glory to God in the highest and on earth ped
up to par as day laborers in God's vineyard, utiter g people of good will.

scorching heat of the sun and not expecting an
reward? Sanctus
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts.
The mission and vision of our community requires .

freely giving of ourselves: our time, talent andghicene Creed _

treasure. There are struggles to come, causing spméll | believe. .. (continued on page 4)
complain, argue and even grumble, but let us stargburce: Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissi
united in body and spirit to do God's work. Let#s  www.fdlc.org
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Sample of changes: (from page 3)

[nvitation to Communion

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him w
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are tl
called to the supper of the Lamb.
People:Lord | am not worthy that you enter under n
roof; but only say the word and my soul shall
healed

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Virtus - Protecting God's Children
ho Sept. 24, 10-1pmSt. Mary’s DCS room
10sé accordance with the Catholic Church, all adult
dealing with childreimmust, at the minimum, be
ny certified by taking this teaching. This is the only
beteaching this year. Anyone dealing with children i
encouraged to attend. Those that had taken itéet
may attend and get recertified.

o

(o
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Il sAaAlAH 58
KOMAPET
(Kotse Mo Alay Para sa Ekonomiya at Talinto)

Singles Retreat
Grow in Christ, Grow in Life
Sept. 24, 8-4pm Connell Hall, St. Mary’s
Contact: Manny/Arlene Magalongmgles@bldnewark.comn

Cars for economic & skills development aide. Dong
your cars & get a tax deductible receipt; free tayvi
YTD collection: $705 from 3 generous BLD donort
Contact Ruben/Luz Amarante 908.810.18b8nlyz@aol.net

ate DLC Meeting
Sept. 27, 8pnr St. Mary’s Library
5. Please mark your calendar and ensure that youstnyini
is represented at the meeting, if you are unakigénd.

MISSION
Soup Kitchen

Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Newar

Life in the Spirit Seminar #37
Oct. 8-9,St. Mary's Auditorium, Rahway, NJ
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriandsa@bldnewark.com

Every 4" Saturday,Sept. 24+ Solo Parents
Contacts: Angie Valerosaalerosoangelita@yahoo.co
Audie/Vulet Chong 732-356-9056
SECRETARIAT

M

Replacement IDs and database updates, will take

BLD Newark Dinner Dance
“A Night To Remember”
Oct. 15 7pm - 600 Washington Ave. Manville, NJ
Contacts: Vino/Beth Guiang - 908-229-2273
or Cezar/Pinky Calingo — 908-230-3660

placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

Make the Covenant News
port of your Covenant Life

TEACHING CALENDAR

John 6 Crossing #12
Oct. 21-23+ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Cost for the weekend to be determined when venu
finalized & secured. Contact: Ernest/Nellie Sun at
bldnewarkjohn6@yahoo.camnvisitbldnewarkjohn6.weebly.cor

=

Aspirants Retreat
Nov. 18-20- St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.con

—

09/16 Mark 10, John 6 & Golden Years
Teaching
09/17*  Christian Maturity Program #LSS 1-35
New Creation Realities / Growth in Pray
* LSS 1-36
Christian Parenting ¥ ME 37
09/23  Intercessory Formation Teaching
Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Dividiercy

Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20- Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Fee: $125/couple. Applications availabisatv.bldnewark.com
Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net
Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro

Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.com

The Aspirant Retreat’'s date was incorrectly
posted last week. Please note the correct date.

God hws created ws to- love and to be loved,
and thiy is the beginning of prayer —to-

Stewawrdship - ITs a way of life!

T . ORDS PROVISTION

WEEK ENDING SEPT. 9, 2011
Collections Actual YTD

know that he loves me, to- know that I have

Tithe/Love Offering 3,893 121,588

been created for greater things.
Blessed Mother Teresaw

Financial details are available to all memberagmireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beerteiving your soft copies by emailingrord@bldnewark.com
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BLD disciples witness Christ’s Doing the Father’s Will

love at the BLD Newark 2011 THEME: Jesus upholds those who do the Fathe

Golf Invitational Wil .
WoRrD: Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11; M
As BLD disciples, we take every opportunity to 21:28-32

witness to Christ’s love in our lives. One suchréveOrper  Have in you the same attitude that is alsoj|

was our Golf Invitational, held last Saturday, Christ Jesus.
September 17. This year's sponsors for this eveRtr ecTioN

were the ME 26 and 28 families, led by their . ,
respective class shepherds, Bebot & Grace Baquilod In_ this fSur;days Gtosp”el, £]e;sustrtlells the p?rgble
and Efren and Yoly Cruz. The love of Christ andeloy!WO Impertect sons to illustrate the way of Gog

. . ingdom. Jesus first asks the chief priests andrslc
of neighbor was very evident, as both classg 9 o . o .
cheerfully served with all their hearts, souls a %nthe people: What is your opinion?” (Mt 21:28a)

minds. The 45 golfers were quite impressed with t ¢ then tells the story of a man who had two S0
hospitality and thoughtfulness of the class membe € man asked. his sons to g?,,OUt and work in .t"
who thought of every detail to enhance the comfo\ﬂneyard' The first son saidNb” but changed his
and enjoyment of all the players and guests. The |nd" and eventually worked. The second son s:
started with a sumptuous breakfast and ended with g3 but never worked.

most impressive dinner banquet, complete with a Jesus then asked the chief priests and eld
lechon (roasted pig!) Some members of BLD-Which of the two did his father's will?’(Mt 21:31)

Allentown also came to lend brotherly support anthey answered promptly,tife first.” Their answer
love to the workers at the outing. There were maiame quickly because it was about a situation t
positive feedbacks from both BLD and non-BLDhemselves experienced in their own families. T
members alike. A modest number of golfer turn-oeiders gave the right answer to Jesus’ questi®@us]
was turned into a wonderful opportunity to evarggeli confirmed that the tax collectors, thieves, pragts
as beautiful prayers were prepared and sharedsat #nd other sinners were really like the first sohey
outing. The loving way in which each BLD membebelieved in St. John the Baptist's message anaktur
labored at the outing was surely appreciated asymaway from wickedness and sin and preserved ti
golfers left with a promise to attend our 2012 GoHpiritual life. (Ez 18) It then became clear thhaeé t
Invitational. May we, as a community of disciplespriests and elders were really more like the sec
continue to witness His love to all! son, who said yes to the father, but did not dotw
the father asked. They did not accept St. Joh
AT X L ER) i T S R NG T message, even in the face of so many who accept
when we love God and trust completely in His divine [EERifelsiN€]e]e} Continued on page 3

providence, when we conduct ourselves with selfless ‘ﬁ 7 ’
love for others, and when we serve Him with all our s Ee ° o ot
heart through the various ministries in BLD.” “If he...does what is right and just, he shall presex
CN 28 Counsels - July 22, 2011 his life.” (Ez 18:27)

Ignorance of the Bille is ignorance of Christ. Read your Bible dwily!
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THE RICH GET RICHER ... Ong Body., Ong Spirit

“To anyone who has, more will be given, and from We are all members of the body of Christ, t|je

the one who has not, even what he seems to have wihurch. Christ’'s own body unites the diverse mesp
be taken away. (Luke 8:18b) of the one body who are joined together by baptim

: . _ , “For in one Spirit, we were all baptized into on
Interestingly, when 1 first read this scripturarse body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or fr

the fIrSt thlng I thOUght of was that all too famrl, persons___NOW you are Christ’s body(l Cor
“the rich get richer and the poor get poorer”. 12:13, 27) By reception of the Eucharist we beco

Prior to joining BLD, my spouse and | were judvare that we are members of the body of Christ.

another couple who regularly attended mass %i_r& the bread we eat a sharing in the body

Sundays, received communion and put money in ist?" (1 Cor 10:16)
collection basket...two people trying to make the We should understand our union with Christ in
grade, nothing more, nothing less. Personally, west very real sense.”God has so constructed the
the extent of my relationship with God, then. body...so that there may be no division...but that tt

Then in early 2000 we moved to a new town ts may have the same concern for one another.
y ' aat%raf{:a part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; ibne

at our new parish they had an adoration chapgly js honored, all parts share its joy(1 Cor 12:24-
Somehow, we got invited to sign up and spend am Sin affects the whole body of Christ, not jtrs
each week in front of the Blessed Sacrament. ARgtson committing the sin. It is about the indiwitil
about a year, | started to feel the need to atteasis body of Jesus that the unity of mankind become
more often than just Sundays. Eventually | wentébgeality as all men are called to join themselveshat
3-4 times a week as often as my work schedwifily. In this body, each Christian has his o
permitted. function for the total good:Now you are Christ’s

In 2004, we were given an opportunity to joim ody, and individually parts of it. Some people, d5¢

ME, and later an LSS. Before | even realized whas WS designated...to be, first, apostles; seco
happening | have become a “Magnificat-carryin Fophetfs,hthlrl_d, teacher?, then, rglghtytde;_eds, the
member of a charismatic community, going to Prafaa> O Neaing, assidlance, "adiministration, an
and Worship on Fridays, writing articles for the C leties of tongueé..(l.Cor 12:27 28)

and supporting the Teaching Ministry as a volunteer As the early Christian communities grew and t

teacher. We have even become LSS shepherdsGnidch needed more organization, it was {
have become active in our parish church. sevenfold unity of belief, one body and one Siiol

. . . 3:12-15) and Trinitarian belief, one Spirit and o
| turned 48 in August of this year and looking,rq (Eph 4:1-6) that held Christians together as.o

back, | thought | have done a lot more these 18t then, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to liie a

years to enrich my spiritual life than | have dariie manner worthy of the call you have received, with
previous 38 years of my life. But just to be cleam humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing i
not here to brag for the sake of bragging for Isiitha one another through love, striving to preserve th
sinner with all my faults and weaknesses. Ratheunity of the Spirit through the bond of peace: on
remember St. Paul's admonitiohWhoever boasts,body and one Spirit, as you were also called to t
should boast in the Lord (1 Cor 1:31) one hope of your call; one Lord, one faith, on

tism; one God and Father of all, who is over a
| have found out that once | allowed God to en ' : ” DYy
my life, before | knew it, | was doing things I rlaervg d throu-g-h all and |-n all (Eph 4'_1'_6) _

thought | would or could. | have discovered thaten  Practicing the virtues of Christian life preserv
one becomes “rich” in the Lord, it just becomes @ unity of the Church. Let us be compassionatenw

much easier to acquire more “spiritual wealth” awg hear the cry of the poor, kind when we take cérg
thus become even “richer”. those who suffer, humble when we pretend not to

_ ) better or worse than the other person. Let us bdege

opposite side as “the one who has not”, only Gaul gad bear with one another as we lighten the oth
help. | have been there as well and it was the Wesad. Let us forgive others as many times as Go
time of my life. Everything, even what | thoughtad, willing to forgive us because unforgiveness is rihet

was literally taken away. Thanks be to Him thaetpdof resentfulness, unresolved frustration al
| have become “relatively rich” compared to wheresihdictiveness that may subsequently contribute
was many years ago...and God-willing will becomp@ysical illness. Finally, let us deeply love om@ther

even “richer”. on a selfless level.
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St. MatthAew .y justin Lucero (Youthy COUNSIERILS (from page 1)

September 21 marks the feast of Saint Matthew, The first son said ‘No’ while the second son si|i

who devoted his life to Jesus Christ and theyes'. The first son at first had no intention

propagation of His message. Jesus called Matthew, g king but had the integrity to say so to his éth
tax collector, out of his life of sinful greed tchagher He was wrong, but he was honest. The second

calling. Matthew enthusiastically agreed and |#text . . . .
day, dines with Jesus in celebration. Upon seeinaa'd the expedient thing that his father wantelalear.

Jesus with sinners, the Pharisees criticize Hinngay Heé was disrespectful and dishonest for he had
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors andntention to do as he was asked. How many of us
sinners? (Mt 9:11b) (For Matthew was the most‘No’ to the Lord when we are called to serve in
unlikely person to have been chosen. He was a taxinistry or apostolate? How many of us say ‘Ye
;:_ollet):tgr, an uncll_egr% r?nd de;]estable olclraupatl?haﬂitd Do we say ‘Yes’ to God because it is convenient ;
ime.) Jesus replie$,Those who are well do not nee - o P

a pyscian DUt e Sk O (i 9:15) This o o e 1rk 1 s ubat e wants o hear? Do we
central purpose of His ministry; Jesus did not came " y cra : o

call the righteous, but He came to call the sinners  Without following through with action’

From that moment on, Saint Matthew followed Jesus puts the same questions to“¥ghich of
Jesus. He listened to His teachings and witnessgd khe two did his father's will? (Mt 21:31) Are we
miraculous works. Matthew was among the first tgoing to be like the second son who said ‘Yes'didt
document Jesus’ teachings into a handbook for thft obey? Or are we going to be like the first adm
benefit of others. He organized this “handbookdint g5iq ‘No’ at first but saw the error of his waysda

five parts which focused and detailed the Kingdom’%beyed the father in the end? Neither of themyesli
law, mission, mysteries, greatness and future. é’heﬁ1 ‘deal for obedi ¢ th' il of God
five sections are crucial to the Gospel of Mattibat '€ '0€al for obedience 1o the will of L0d.

allowed for the easy learning of Jesus’ teachings. We should look to the teller of the story. He ie t

Matthew in his Gospel made it clear that Jesu®ne described in the second reading as the one
Christ was the Messiah. He reaffirmed that Jesus w8&on we should imitate, the perfect Son and oureger

the Savior who would redeem us from our sins an@eal- the Son who says ‘Yes’ to the Father andsli

bring us to victory in His Kingdom. The presentatio ,j to His word and follows through with His actior]
of Jesus as the Messiah aimed to make others szvarq_le is our Lord Jesus. the Son of God and Son of N

this divine realization of God-made-man. the model of meekness, humility and obedience.

Matthew was a witness to Jesus’ deathyhole earthly life was one singular ‘Yes’ to thellw
resurrection, and ascension. He realized that it® Spof the Father® Here | am to do your will..” (Heb

of his Savior's physical absence on the earth,sJesu 5.7y he prayed even from his mother's womb. A
ministry and Word must live on as Jesus sal@o, in .the arden of Gethsemane he saidpt m will
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 9 y

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and ofeth Put your will be doné. (Mt 26:42).
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obsger Our responses may reflect our current attitu

all that | have commanded you. (Mt 28:19) The . . - :
events at Pentecost anointed Matthew with th@nd the inner disposition of our hearts and mi

strength and wisdom to evangelize his fellow Jewd'Nen called by the Lord to go out and work in h
His own Gospel account written according to thei¥ineyard today. Our ‘Yes’ may still reflect oy
language and understanding enlightened them asdperficial understanding of what needs to be dg
made known to them that Jesus Christ is the Savidve need the Holy Spirit to give us the gift
who had brought them their salvation. knowledge so that we may attain a corr
In commemoration of Saint Matthew andunderstanding of the Word of God. We must rem

reflecting on his apostolic life, Pope Benedictopen to the transforming power of Holy Scriptures
describes him as, “a.true and proper paradox: thosework a change of heart and mind in us. We sha
who seem to be the farthest from holiness can evefbody the mind of Christ who emptied hims
become a model of the acceptance of God's mercy agging obedient unto death on the cross. By think

offer a glimpse of its marvelous effects in thewro : : :
lives.” Saint Matthew embodied the life of thethe way Christ thinks, we can attain the grace

evangelist we should all strive to be. He made thiellow His ways and do (?ods_ will. All those V\,’h
decision to cast away his sinful life, follow therd ~ Tollow Jesus listen to God’s voice and respond 'Y
Jesus, and spread His message to the people of t@dt every single time. Let our ‘Yes’ really genely
nation mean ‘Yes.’ This will Continued on page 4
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COUNS I IS (fompage 3)

ultimately lead us to a new life where we can claimVirtus - Protecting God's Children
the Lord's promise in Ez 18:27if he ... does what is

right and just ... he shall preserve his life.
DIRECTIONS:

1. Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory
2. Humbly regard others as more important th

yourselves.

3. Look out not for your own interests, but also for

those of others.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MisSsioN
Soup Kitchen
Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Newa
Every 4" Saturday,Sept. 24+ Solo Parents

Audie/Vulet Chong 732-356-9056
SECRETARIAT

placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

Make the Covenant News
port of your Covenant Life

TEACHING CALENDAR

09/23 Intercessory & Formation Teaching
10/21 Mark 10 & John 6 Teaching
10/22* Christian Maturity ProgrameILSS 1-35
Spiritual Warfare / Shepherds Training |
LSS 1-34
Basic Bible Seminas LSS 1-37
10/28 Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
Teaching
Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ DiviMercy

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S. A,
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

The Disciples Prayer

Jesus, my Lord and my Brother, let me do Your w
for Your sake, and not for my own pride or sg
satisfaction. As long as | want what You want Ilveitt

Contacts: Angie Valerosealerosoangelita@yahoo.com

Replacement IDs and database updates, will take

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sept. 24, 10-1pm St. Mary’s DCS room

In accordance with the Catholic Church, all adult
dealing with childreimmust, at the minimum, be

certified by taking this teaching. This is the only

;,jmteaching this year. Anyone dealing with children i

encouraged to attend. Those that had taken itéet

may attend and get recertified.

Singles Retreat
Grow in Christ, Grow in Life
Sept. 24, 8-4pm Connell Hall, St. Mary’s
Contact: Manny/Arlene Magalongmgles@bldnewark.comn

DLC Meeting

Sept. 27, 8pnr St. Mary’s Library
Please mark your calendar and ensure that youstnyini
is represented at the meeting, if you are unakigénd.

Life in the Spirit Seminar #37
Oct. 8-9¢ St. Mary's Auditorium, Rahway, NJ
Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriandsa@bldnewark.com

BLD Newark Dinner Dance
“A Night To Remember”
Oct. 15 7pm « 600 Washington Ave. Manville, NJ
Contacts: Vino/Beth Guiang - 908-229-2273
or Cezar/Pinky Calingo — 908-230-3660
John 6 Crossing #12
Oct. 21-23+ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Crossing cost, application and more information a
available on the web si&l DNewarkJohn6.weebly.cor
Contact: Ernest/Nellie Sun Bitlhewarkjohn6@yahoo.col
Coaches Development Workshop
Nov. 5, 1-5pme St. Mary's Room 205
For encounter and LSS sharers
Aspirants Retreat
Nov. 18-20- St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.comn
Marriage Encounter #38
ork Nov. 18-20¢ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
o|fFee: $125/couple. Applications availablenatv.bldnewark.com
Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberemgeng5149@verizon.net

o
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prudently and safely. If | fret at my failures | amorking

Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com

for myself and not for You. Your will is to be dgneot
mine. | hope to attempt all of the good within neach but
| will attempt all of the good within my reach duwill not
be over-anxious about the results. If | lose myspnee of
mind and my peace of soul it is because | am thipk
more of Your work than Your will. | need only do rbest.

Stewawrdship - ITs a way of life!

T . ORDS PROVISTION

WEEK ENDING SEPT. 9, 2011
Collections Actual YTD

The rest depends on the people around me and Yace.

Tithe/Love Offering 3,513 125,101

Let me never think | am bigger or more able tham.Ylg

Financial details are available to all memberagireasury@bldnewark.com

now put all things into Your hands. Amen.

Thank you for your continued support!

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beerced/ing your soft copies by emailingiord @bldnewark.com
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On Nov. 27, 2011, the®*1Sunday of Advent, the Jesus the New Vine
Roman Missal, Third Editionwill be implemented in

the USA. The Mass celebration and structure itsadf THEME: We are fruitful servants when we surrendpr

L 1> A 1I'ECsS

not changing. What will be different are some & th to God's will and gratefully act on it.

prayers and responses during Mass for both thetprié/ORD:  Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20; Phil 4:6-|);

and the liturgical assembly. One of the reasonshfer Mt 21:33-43

changes in wording is to make more obvious tiféRDER “Keep on doing what you have learne

biblical origin of many of the prayers we use dgrin and received and heard and seen in me

Mass. Then the God of peace will be with ydu.
(Phil 4:9)

These changes in wording may be uncomforta
at first, but with use, we will become accustomed
the new words and phrases. Below are sample Our Sunday’'s readings begin with a canticle |pf
changes. love from the prophet Isaiah and ends with a divipe

ST Changes assurance from Jesus Himself, quoting Sac|ed

Scripture , The stone that the builders rejected hgp

FLECTION

Greeting Greeting i

Priest: The Lord be with Priest: The Lord be with become the cornerstoriglPsalm 118:22)

you. you. Our first thought contains the image of a loving

People:And also with you. | People: And with your| God, creating a vineyard and choosing the bestsvilfe
spirit. for His people. It speaks of all the goodness of'&0

Gloria Gloria creation and the greatness of the choice by whieh|H

All: ‘Glory to God in thg All: Glory to God in the seeks us out and loves us. He gives and providelf us
highest and peace to hjshighest and on earth peatey)| that we need in carrying out our responsiletiti

p?OpIe on earth. to_ beople of good will He trusts and hopes that we will reciprocate with |
Nicene Creed Nicene Creed appeal.
All: Webelieve... All: | believe...

Will He find a response? He did. The vineyald

Sanctus Sanctus , ) ) ar
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord| All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord| Was a disappointment. Instead of choice fruit, it
God of power and might | God of Hosts. produced nothing but wild grapes.

Invitation to Communion Invitation to Communion This is the second fundamental thought in dyr

Priest: This is the Lamb of Priest: Behold the Lamb df readings. They speak of our own human story tlat
God, who takes away theGod, behold him who takesyas repeatedly lived out — the fall of man. Thee
sins of the world. Happyaway the sins of the world. i iais in the Holy Book that are unpleasantead
are those who are called {oBlessed are those called tobut are necessary to portray the ugliness of sihitan

his supper. the supper of the Lamb. X L
Peoplgzp Lord | am not PeopI(E:pLord | am notl consequences in our fellowship with God and how |fe

worthy to receive you, bytworthy that you enter under fe€ls and responds. Continued on page 3

only say the word and (Imy roof; but only say thoEE =26 R 72V 2 20 We & ol oy SV VI X=V2Y /%

shall be healed. word and my soul shall b
Y “The peace of God that surpasses all understandivity

healed : : : :
Add'l info: http://old.uscch.org/romanmissal/samples-peoplebht| guard your hearts and minds in Christ JestgPhil 4:7) v

Ignorance of the Bille is ignorance of Christ. Read your Bible dwily!

D




Different Paths, One Purpose A Taste of Fleaven

The search for heave

“John answered, ‘Master, we saw someone castin
out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him| =4
because he does not follow with us.’ But Jesus said [
to him, ‘Do not stop him; for whoever is not agains
you is for you.” (Luke 9:49-50, NRSV Catholic)

Here is a brief, but rich passage about minist achieving this purpose. £

?hnd evang_eltlza_ltlont. ll? Sng It tetlls lf[ﬁ th?;] e.VéEdm]Y. song’s lyrics -- “heaven, I'm in heaven, and my e
0Se ministering take difterent paths, their ' peats so that | can hardly speak...” -- inadequa

purpose makes the_difference. One must notice t scribe the true nature of what it is like to be
high stakes here: this "someone" that John observ?] aven, for heaven is beyond awe, bey

was exorcizing demons: his was not an Ordinar}éxcitement. Some religions describe heaven
ministry, but was one that required true amho”“feaching full and complete enlightenment

Slerlved from the name of Jesus, at whose na”};\%hieving a state of deep inner peace. | beliea¢
every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess thaénlightenment and inner peace do not come from

Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Fathier void of one’s inner being, nor does it come frd

(Phil 2:10-11) nothing. It does not come from nature, nor doe
As a whole, Luke 9 tells us first that our ministrycome from the harmonious interaction of the elesé€
must be based on the name and authority of Jesus.the universe alone. Everything that exists, italeg
From the commissioning of the Twelve to cure, healr intangible, including our state of mind and fegs,
and exorcize demons (9:1-6) to Peter’'s confessicare creations, and these creations have to come
that Jesus is indeed the Messiah (9:18-20) to tlewmeone, not somethingrollowing this logic, my
Transfiguration (9:28-35), Luke shows that Jesusnind, true to its human nature, has the propertsit
identity and authority are central to our ministityey complicate the questions of things it cani
define our purpose. understand and tries to find a philosophical andwe
tgﬁ existence of heaven. This passage in the S
provides the simple answer. It takes away the mys
of where and what heaven iS.Hen he turned to his
disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the ey
hat see what you see. For | tell you that mai
prophets and kings wanted to see what you see
gid not see it, and to hear what you hear but didtn
ear it” (Lk 10:23-24) The greatest gift of our fait
Is the belief and understanding of the real preseric
Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Indeed, it is in thaty
The idea of working together developsmoment when we enter into our private world
immediately after this passage: Jesus moves to see@mmuning with Jesus when we allow our wh
out seventy-two disciples in Luke 10, and Hephysical being to transcend from this world. As {
remarks, The harvest is abundant but the laborers priest presents to us our Lord with the words, “T
are few? (10:1-12, NAB) Thus, looking backwards Body of Christ,” our spirit leaves our body to I
and forwards makes Luke 9:49-50 all the more richeengulfed into His being. For heaven to exist,
indeed, the stakes are as high for us, for todeseth creator must be present. This very moment is tie
are figurative and literal demons in the world theof heaven that we seek. It can be fleeting if weval
Church needs to exorcize, such as unbelief, sexugle cacophonies of our world to draw us out of t
immorality, broken marriages and families, addicio rapture, but time stands still and heaven pervaids
of all kinds, violence and injustice. we savor the presence of God within us through

Given such high stakes, every different ministry10ly Eucharist. Heaven is here on earth when
must be “for” each other, for the Twelve, the eistrc allow Jesus to be constantly present in our lives.

and the seventy-two all share the same purposet But Make the Covenant News
does not stop there: in Acts, Continuedonpage4 part of yvour Covenant Life

ultimate  purpose for
being. | believe that ever
moment of our existenc
IS geared towards

This sets up the passage in question: John sees
exorcist and reports him to Jesus, but He tellsrJoh
“Do not stop him, for whoever is not against you is
for you” (Luke 9:50) This separate exorcist's
ministry is valid, for he shares the same purpase
the Twelve, professes the same Lord and workssn H
name. Indeed, anyone on a different “path” who do
ministry in Jesus’ name should be seen as a cowork
not an opponent.

on earth is every personip
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COUNS I IS (fompage 1) Archangels Michael,

. . Gabriel and Raphael
We grew up with the story of creation and saw h 1

how Adam and Eve mishandled paradise. Such is the Although not really mentioned as an archange
story of the two sons in the vineyard who wereatdfi the bible, Gabriel, whose name means ‘God is
and rebellious against the authority of their fatlge ~ strength’, did three appearances on the biblet, Fies
heard the grumbling of the vineyard laborersannounced the conception of Jesus upon the Ble
demanding more, after receiving equal pay with thilother. Our prayer ‘Hail Mary..."” is quoted fror
rest; and now, the story of the vineyard tenantg$sabriel himself. Next, he also announced the koft
contemptuous beating of the landowner's messengelghn the Baptist to Zachary when offering incems¢
and gruesome killing of his son. These storiesanirr the temple. This is likely the same Gabriel w
us, our ongoing struggles against sin, our natace adelivered a message to the prophet Daniel in tite
irresistible want to always be in control, our gétuns Testament to explain the vision concerning
of kingship as to who is the master and the servaridessiah.

the creator and the creature. Our primacy reduces G Raphael, whose name means ‘God has hea

to a mere name, rejected and banned froRyneared in the bible in the book of Tobit. Althbu
participation in our lives. he did not reveal his true identity at first, Higsgion

At the opening of the Synod of the Eucharist, Pop&as to be a guide to the young Tobias on his jour
Benedict XVI posed a question “Is not our Christiarprotect him from dangers, and helped him m
life often far more like vinegar than wine? Selfypi important decisions in life. Upon their safe retune

self-centeredness, conflict and indifference.” cured Tobit's vision. He later revealed his tr

. . identity before returning to heaven.
How then do we live the Gospel message in our y g

community? How do we cultivate a piece of land that Michael, whose name means ‘Who is like Go

it may yield good grapes and prevent the beasttzd Was the only one who was labeled Archangel. H
boars to feed upon it? also known as the ‘prince of the heavenly host'.

appeared in the scripture four times — twice in

ok of Daniel, once in the book of Revelationg] &
stly in the Epistle of St Jude. He is well knoas
God’s champion in the battle of the Angels when
defeated Satan and his evil ones.

When we respect each other, our parents, our Michael protects. Gabriel heralds. Raphael guic

elders, including ourselves, that is honorable. WheOur own personal guardian angels do all those t

we are able to forgive as we are forgiven, that lchpctions. To celebrate and honor them, their fdagt
gracious. When we seek the best of our brothers ajL

sisters and think of them better than us, thatuiep on the 28 of September.

widows and we own their sufferings, that is justingestructible. It is the gift of God himself, aot af

When we see each other as God sees us, that Ig.10Ve,gicq) |ove that overcame death and sins. Hisesp
When we speak and live God’'s word and trust eagf)god is the ultimate gift, the true wine.

other as God trusts us, that is being true. Fa ithi _ ) ) )
God's will in His vineyard. We bear good fruits whe  Christ himself became the vine and this v
we gratefully act on it. They are God's splendor of!ways bears good fruit, in season and out of sez

Let us recall the order from Paul’s letter to th
Philippians “Keep on doing what we have learned an
received and heard and seen”. Let us think ab@seth
things.

at all times.
If we think as man does, then our Gospel story o
will end with the threat of utter destruction. Bhis is Let us taste the savor of the Divine.

God’s story. His judgment is inscrutable. WhADIRECTIONS:

amongst us would send his only son to face a bruthl Persevere in taking care of the flock by putt
death? Our Father did. The death of His Son igh®t into practice our Lord’s command to care and I
end of history. This death takes us in a new diwact one another.

“The stone which the builders rejected has becdmae t2. Take to heart our BLD Vision and Mission so tf
cornerstone” From the Son’s death springs life ? we can know and obey God'’s direction for us.
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Different Paths; One Purpose (fompage )

the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost impels of

Jesus’ followers to go out (Acts 2). Today, this Oct. 8-9¢St. Mary's Auditorium, Rahway, NJ

figurative “seventy-two” includes: the Bishops a

Life in the Spirit Seminar #37

nd Contact: Joven/Lisa Soriandsa@bldnewark.com

their dioceses, parishes, religious orders, BLDCC
GK, the Knights of Columbus, and other associati
of the faithful. All of these groups are “for ushad
with us—but are we in BLD for them? How can v
better collaborate with other ministries to predich

F BLD Newark Dinner Dance
DNS “A Night To Remember”
Oct. 15 7pm « 600 Washington Ave. Manville, NJ
Contacts: Vino/Beth Guiang - 908-229-2273
or Cezar/Pinky Calingo — 908-230-3660

ve

Gospel, to promote healing, to “cast out” demons
lives and in society?

There are clearly different ministries with diffate
“paths” of discipleship yet sharing the same puepc
they proclaim the same Lord and operate under
authority. We are called taalways be ready to give
an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reas
for your hope€ (1 Peter 3:15, NAB), to Be my
witnesses... to the ends of the eaftlfActs 1:8) In
light of the issues facing the Church and the wa
today, perhaps we can consider anew how
collaborate with those on different paths, a
remember that we nonetheless profess the same
and share the same purpose, farhbever is not
against you is for you.(Luke 9:50)

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Il saAlAH 58
KOMAPET
(Kotse Mo Alay Para sa Ekonomiya at Talinto)
Cars for economic & skills development aide. Don

ate

In John 6 Crossing #12
Oct. 21-23+ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Crossing cost, application and more information a
qAvailable on the web si&L DNewarkJohn6.weebly.cor
Hentact: Ernest/Nellie Sun Btihewarkjohn6@yahoo.co
COMMUNITY RETREAT
Oct. 29+ St. Mary's

Contact: Sam/Rory Olagmstoral@bldnewark.com

Coaches Development Workshop
rld Nov. 5, 1-5pme St. Mary's Room 205
to For encounter and LSS sharers
ridontact: Chito/Aileen Ciocowitness@bldnewark.cor

Lord Aspirants Retreat
Nov. 18-20- St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.con

Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20- Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Fee: $125/couple. Applications availabisatv.bldnewark.com
Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net
Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com

=

=
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your cars & get a tax deductible receipt; free tayvi

YTD collection: $705 from 3 generous BLD donors.

2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro

\* 2

Contact: Ruben/Luz Amarante 908.810.1ab8nluz@aol.com

Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.com

In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
Nurses for Blood Pressure & Sugar Screening
Doctors (General Practice)
Contact: Ruben/LLuz Amarante 908.810.1R2ib&nluz@aol.cor

Renew Prayer

Stewawdship - ITs o way of life!

T . oRDS PROVISION

PREVIOUS WEHEK
Collections Actual YTD
| Tithe/Love Offering 3,945 129,046

S

Gracious God and Father, we are Your people emébr

throughout all time. Create us anew through JesussiC
Your Son. Liberate us from all that keeps us fromuy
Send Your Holy Spirit, enabling us to share in Yauark
of recreating our world and restoring justice. Heslfrom
every form of sin and violence. Transform us t@ INour
Word more profoundly. Reconcile us so enemies beg
friends. Awaken us to the sacred; nurture ouriaiahips.
Enliven our parishes; reunite our families. Fillwith joy
to celebrate the fullness of life. Empower us to &
community of love growing in Your likeness by theace
of Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beercesvi

by Your love. We thank You for Your presence with|u

~Financial details are available to all membersghiceasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

TEACHING CALENDAR

10/21 Mark 10 & John 6 Teaching
10/22* Christian Maturity ProgrameILSS 1-35
m Spiritual Warfare / Shepherds Training |
* LSS 1-34
Basic Bible Seminar LSS 1-37
» 10/28 Golden Years & Intercessory Formation

Teaching
Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ DiviMercy

ng your soft copies by emailingiord @bldnewark.com
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Fr. Pawl Specaks CO U NS IELS

October is traditionally the Jesus, the Cornerstone
month of the Holy Rosary. First

Friday Oct.¥ is the Feast of THEME: We are fruitful servants when we com
the Ho’ly Rdséry. This devotion prepared for God’s invitation to share tH
like many of the devotions in joy of His Kingdom. _
the Church, can becomeWORD: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-6; Phil 4:12-1
mechanical and recitative. The 19-20; Mt 22:1-14
repetition of the “Hail Mary” ORDER “Live in humble circumstances. (Phil
over and over can become a 4:12)
source of distraction. We finish the rosary sometim “Everything is ready; Come to the fedst.
wondering whether we have prayed at all. The real (Mt 22:4b)

focus in saying this highly recommended prayer iREFLECTION:

meditation on the mysteries. There are now fous set _

of “mysteries” proposed for different days of the 1herefore, | say to you, the Kingdom of Gog
week. The glorious mysteries (ResurrectionVill be taken away from you and given to a peop
Ascension, Descent of the H0|y Spmt, ASSumpti(Dn d:'hat will produce its fruit.” (Mt 2143) This is the last
Mary, Coronation of Mary) are said on Sunday anderse from our Gospel reading for the 1st Sunday
Wednesday. The joyful mysteries (AnnunciationQctober, Year A. It is clear from the words of Jes
Visitation, Birth of Jesus, Presentation, Findinj othat God expects us to act on His words and to
Jesus in the temple) are said on Monday arddithful and fruitful. It pleases Him the most whee
Saturday. The sorrowful mysteries (A?Omybear fruit, because as we do, we glorify God.
Scourging, Crowning with thorns, Carrying of the
cross, Crucifixion) are said on Tuesday and Friday. On the other hand, He reserves the seve
The mysteries of light (Baptism of Jesus, Marriagidgment for those who are unfruitful and are deaf
feast at Cana, Proclamation of the Kingdont]'S words and His calling, like the flg tree in M
Transfiguration, Last Supper) are said on Thursdagl:19: “‘May you never bear fruit again’.
These mysteries sum up the chief moments of th@mediately the fig tree withered and diediSrael as
lives of Jesus and Mary. If used well they can be & nation lost its privilege because of the peopl
excellent way to grow in mediation and evemnbelief and unfruitfulness.

contemplation. Our Community Word for the month of Octobe

One of the practical helps in overcomingspeaks of fruitfulness as a gauge of our love mrespa
distractions especially during the recitation ot thto the Lord. He is the landlord who calls us to kvior
rosary is to insert a brief phrase that summarikes His vineyard and whose stamp of ownership is uf
mystery. For instance after the phrase, “blessé¢keis us for we are truly His own. As a community (
fruit of thy womb, Jesus” in the Hail Mary, say: e  believers,'Open in spirit to God,’'we express our
was conceived by the Holy Spirit” or “who died forallegiance to Him by adhering Continued on page 3

us” or “who rose from the dead” etc. In this way tk » »
focus on the particular mystery is reinforced eve Prowmise of the Week
time you say the Hail Mary. There are also a numbeMy God will fully supply whatever you need, in acdo

of published rosary aids that introduce the decadeyth his glorious riches in Christ Jesus(Phil 4:19)
with a Scripture passage, givingcontinued on page 4/

Ignorance of the Bille is ignorance of Christ. Read your Bible dwily!
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A House Divided One Door Closes, Another Opens

“Every kingdom divided against itself will be laidaste “And | tell you, ask and you will receive, seek
and House will fall against house.{Luke 11:17b)  and you will find; knock and the door will be opede

0 you; For everyone who asks receives, and one

While Jesus was casting the demons out of th who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the
mute man, the authorities accused Him of being an door will be opened.(Luke 11:9-10)

instrument of Beelzebul, the prince of demons. gesu

enemies remained obstinate despite the evidence ofThis specific verse has been very appropriate|i

this miracle. They attributed this supernaturalréte my life, especially with the events that unfolde
the power of the devil. They were also convinceat thyithin the last few months when | receive
they were right because they were descendantsngfification that my job for the last seven yean w
Abraham and designated as God's chosen people. be eliminated. My first instinct was to seek therd.a

In His priestly prayer in John 17, Jesus intercedésthe Blessed Sacrament and pray for guidance
for us to be one with Him, just as He and the Fathgrength.
are one. Dividing the House of God — the Church As|was trying to figure out what went wrong ar
established by Jesus Christ — has been the primgfat my next steps will be, the final days of n
goal of the evil one from the very beginning. Thetf employment was drawing near. | continued to go
big division occurred in the i'bcentury when the the Blessed Sacrament on a daily basis to pray

Patriarchs of the Sees of Antioch, Alexandrigirection, and went to my usual daily mass andestia
Constantinople and Jerusalem broke off from the Sgedevotion to the Divine Mercy. Instinctively

of Rome and for_med the Orthodox Churches, like teentinued to vigorously and actively look for ne
Greek and Russian Orthodox. employment. Slowly, the fear and anxiety in my he
The next house division came in thé"&ntury has vanished as | am convinced that the Lord

during the time of the Protestant Reformatigfone this to me to draw me closer to Him and tenle
spearheaded by Martin Luther, an Augustinian mori®, completely surrender my plans to Him. | knowttl
The Protestant movement splintered into matynatever happens to me I will accept wholehearte
different denominations and further splitting int@S it is part of His divine plan.

thousands of sects and churches even to this day. In the end, | found a much better job with a go

As Catholics, we must not judge or condemfPmpany and with a higher salary one week bef
those who broke off from the Church. Like the Jéwidny Scheduled last day at my old job. Once aga®m,
authorities at the beginning, the non-Catholicsenek0rd has shown His power that “when you seek,
convinced that it was the Lord who inspired them !l find; when you knock, the door will be opened”

form their own church. To better understand and He has once more reminded me that He is alw

appreciate one another, we need to focus on wkgdre and all we have to do is “ask and you V
unites us than what separates us in doing God’&.woleceijve”.

In recent times, we have seen divisions in a few “|ord, your mercy and generosity are beyo
communities formed to serve the Lord and His peoplgsmpare. You never fail to remind me how much )
Our own BLD community has gone through divisiongve me in spite of my sinfulness and unworthinles
in the more than two decades of our existence. 8odcould not find words to thank You as You deserve
His perfect wisdom, sometimes allows these thingsie thanked and express the depth of gratitude & h
happen for His purpose and plan. It is our role af§l my heart. Lord continue to give me the grace
responsibility to learn from them and to discernawhalways remember that everything | have a
the Lord is instructing us to do. Our leaders, atedl everything that | am comes from You and without
to guide us, must be the first to show unity andam nothing. This | pray in the name of Your San
oneness. Lord Jesus Christ, amén.

Let us direct our focus on the Lord’s word anrd
always seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit intladlt be on the side of Jesus by following His worc
we do as disciples and as a community of faith. OWhoever is not with me is against me, and whoev
goal must always be to unite, not to divide. Let # does not gather with me scattergl’uke 11:23)
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COUNS LS (fompage 1)

to our Community Values, Norms and Culture, and by In community, we continue to grow in wisdom &
responding in love to the Community Vision andearn what joy it is to share the love of God, esglby

Mission, because BLD is a vineyard, whoswith those who do not know Christ. As we respong
cornerstone is Jesus, and we are guided by His Wout mission call, we experience all the more
and inspired by His Holy Spirit. presence of God in our midst. All our longings,all

In community, we find avenues for growth thg‘ea.rs are set aside because of the assurance g
lead us to fruitfulness. Once a month, our ECSPVING presence that strengthens us to do mi
(Executive Council of Servant Leaders) spends timeWOrks for Him and His glory. As we pursue t
prayer, pondering the Word of God, waiting on Ham tPUrPoSe to which we are called, our plans, oursy
give to the BLD Community the Word, Order an(ﬁ)ecomg synchror]lzed to His, allowing us to decre
Direction, Theme and Promise for each week of tf§s He increases in our livé$.have the strength for
month. These, in return, serve as the basis of rything through him who empowers me...My G

te Worshi W hari ircles. will fully supply whatever you need, in accord wit
Corporate Worship and Word Sharing Circles his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.(Phil 4:13 &19)

If we are sensitive to the leadings of the Holy . :
Spirit in our lives, we will find these directions be __rom the time of our LSS, the reality of who y
lampposts guiding our everyday lives. There is myw&'€ 1N God's kingdom has been drilled into ¢
we cannot bear fruit, individually and as a comnyniConsciousness, and it is reassuring to know that
when we look at these as the spoken words of God@/€ an inheritance in Jesus, because we t00 af's ¢
us, leading us to know Him more deeply, to see Hiﬁlﬂlldren. The 3rd week speaks of this, becauss
more clearly and truly taste the goodness of Hig.lo Important for us to know who we are, and
Phil 4:9, says‘Keep on doing what you have learned@PPreciate our identity as children of God, so that
and received and heard and seen in me. Then thgdn give our loving Father what is due Him. He
God of peace will be with you.This is our Order for G0d, the Almighty Father and even though He gi
the month, meaning, as a community, BLD is ordered the freedom to do whatever we plan, ultimately,
commanded explicitly by God to persist, persever$, Sovereign a_nd it is His will that will be readiz and
and be faithful in keeping and obeying His word. Agothing can foil His plans.

servants in His Vineyard, we follow the voice oéth As we recognize the |0rdship of Jesus Christ in
Master, trusting that as we do, we will reap gawitf |ives, we give of ourselves to the work that wetdd

In the 1st week, there is the call to gratefullproclaim His kingdom with hearts full of love ar
surrender to the will of God, act on it, and triheit as gratitude for what the Lord has done for us. Itds
we do, His peace will surround us. God knows what'flis glory and honor and not ours to claim or assu
best for us; He sees far beyond what we can see.Akglory belongs to Christ Jesus. It is importahat
we learn to entrust our will to His, we are bettete We focus on Him and attribute everything to G

to experience His love and care. As the cornerstofigaking Jesus the true cornerstone of our hearty|

Jesus leads us to greater understanding of thinggn we live, move and have our being. G
allowing us to see more clearly the purpose of o@@mmunity vision tells us that we get our inspwat
calling, thereby guiding us to make better decisiorfrom the Holy Spirit, and that all our actions, therk
Our call is not mere words or a passive mindset bt we do as a community, lead us to be transfdr
one that requires positive action“=.go and bear continually into the likeness of Christ. That waye
fruit that will remain...” (Jn 15:16) glorify Him in our lives.

The 2nd week speaks of preparedness. We haveThe 4th week brings us to the great
been called and for us to stay in community isytaul commandment of all — love. Jesus summarized al
blessing because we know that Jesus is the coonerstlO commandments given to Moses in the OT into
of BLD. Through the years, following His directigns— Love God above all things and love your neighi
we have grown to what we are today, from one to ourself. Our call to proclaim the Good News
districts worldwide, and we continue to grow as Higctually a call to love. God wants all to be sawed
love breaks through to all continents of the woWe be given the opportunity to experience His lovas k&
are not a perfect community, but God has showéall order and a daunting task but Jesus assurtsati
BLD the immensity of His love and faithfulness, as “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and r
true Shepherd guarding His flock from the snares tH-ather will love him, and we will come to him..(Jn
could lead to destructic 2 14:23) Continued on page
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Fr. Pawul Speads (frompage 1) COUNS IS (fompage 3)

us again the focus to enter the recitation of that Our mission statement defines the many ar
decade and mystery, with a better focus anwhere we can carry out this commandment of Ig
concentration. Whenever and however we respond or participat

i , the mission activities of our community - wheth
When a particular mystery does not directlyprough hospital visitations, prison ministry,

connect with Mary like the sorrowful mysteries, toy Encounters as sharers, teachers, or shepherds,
put Mary into the background as if you wereBlD-GK activities, or as tutor or benefactor of tl
contemplating the mystery with her. Look at Jesuscholarship of Hopeand in whatever way we sen
through the eyes of Mary. the Lord in the poorest of the poor - we sharehm
mission of Christ, work in His vineyard, and becor
fruitful. Our gifts from the Holy Spirit will be puto
good use and surely His fruit will grow in us too.

If you are led to just lovingly contemplate the
presence of God during the rosary without any péctu
or image, follow that lead. Even if the focus ist no
completely on the mystery, the goal of all prayas h ~ Humility is one fruit of the Holy Spirit that is tal
been reached. Just as we can be led to go froni vo#a Our spiritual growth. The witnessing of our I8/
to meditative, to contemplative prayer when we aréhould be that of Christ in us and not the selfdC
for instance meditating on Scripture, so the samaeserves all our reverence as we fulfill our miss
process can happen when pray the rosary. Use that with integrity and faithfulness. We bring Christttoe

. oor because He is the answer to all of ma
hl_ghl_y recommendeq prayer often and well, and yo ongings and pain. He is our hope of glory. We sh
will find your prayer life growing. Christ humbly to those in need because we are

COMMUNITY CALENDAR people WhO have received mercy frqm Goql S merc

n heart. It is not our own selves we bring. It isukewe

BLD N“eV\_’ark Dinner Pance bring, and the power of God's love that heals

A Night To Remember _ brokenness. This is what we talk about in the
Oct. 15 7pm « 600 Washington Ave. Manville, NJ/ week. Humility is when we do not exalt ourselv
Contacts: Vino/Beth Guiang - 908-229-2273 “The greatest among you must be your serva

or Cezar/Pinky Calingo — 908-230-3660 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; whoev
John 6 Crossing #12 humbles himself will be exalted.(Mt 23:11-12)
Oct. 21-23+ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ DIRECTIONS:

Crossing cost, application and more information are1. Always be ready when the Lord invites you.
available on the web si&LDNewarkJohn6.weebly.com 2. “Go out to the main roads and invite to the feas

Contact: Ernest/Nellie Sun Bitinewarkiohn6@yahoo.com  whomever you find [Evangelize] (Mt 22:9)
ToRDS PROVISION

Community Retreat
Oct. 29+ St. Mary's

D) T\ ) S & Bl ) Y’»,‘
Contact: Sam/Rory Olagmstoral@bldnewark.com L
= h D | Worksh Collections Actual YTD
oaches Development WOrKSNOpP | [Tie/Love Offering 2,866 131,9112
Nov. 5, 1-5pme St. Mary's Room 205 Fundraisers Golf Outing 10,141
For encounter and LSS sharers Financial details are available to al memberagizeasury@bldnewark.com
Contact: Chito/Aileen Ciocowitness@bldnewark.com Thank you for your continued support!
Aspirants Retreat Stewawdship - Its o way of life!

Nov. 18-20- St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.con
Marriage Encounter #38 _vark 2 & JOIin b ~eaching
Nov. 18-20- Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ 10/22*  Christian Maturity ProgramelLSS 1-35

Fee: $125/couple. Applications availableatv.bldnewark.com SF:'Ir_'tSug ! 1\/_\gzrfare / Shepherds Training |

>

Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net Basic Bible Seminas LSS 1-37
Gary/Mil Camacha_mla@bldne_wark._com 10/28  Golden Years & Intercessory Teaching
2012 Medical M ISsIon Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Divineidy
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.com www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beerced/ing your soft copies by emailingiord @bldnewark.com
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Volume 17 Issue 40 Bulletin Edition October 14, 2011
By NEE E e —" COUUNSICT _SsS
BlLD-Newark welcomes Faithful Citizenry
LSS #37 graduates THEME: We are fruitful servants when we give t
“Peter [said] to them, ‘Repent and be baptized, God what is due Him.

every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for WORD: IS 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10; 1 Thes 1

: : : : 5b; Mt 22:15-21
the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive D)
the gift of the Holy Spirit. ' (Act2:38) ORDER: “Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caes

and to God what belongs to Gdd(Mt
22:21)

heaTrPse Iarpé)seﬁ&%ned \t,\tleerlg “Give to the Lord the glory due his
| baptized and they received name’ (Ps 96:8)
the gift of the Holy Spirit. REFLECTION:

We lift our prayers of “Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and
thanksgiving for @ God the things that are God’s (Mt 22:21) With that
triumphant and Spirit-filled  statement Jesus makes a fine distinction between
Life in the Spirit Seminar peliever's duties as a citizen and as a child ofl.Gas
on Oct. 8-9, 2011, held at chijidren of God created in God's image (Gn 1:26%
our  Divine Mercy  have access to heavenly wisdom which we can ajgply
Auditorium. It was led by every earthly situation. This means that we caacinfhe
_our Spiritual Director Fr. weast of God into our surroundings, allowing Histice
Paul Lehman, with the assistance of Deacon Joey, pecome the leaven that raises our culture tooeen

Viola. godly perspective. Jesus himself calls us to giv€aesar

Lord, touch the hearts of our LSS #37 graduateéhat which rightfully belongs to him: tribute, obedce to
in a special way to thirst with desire to know, dov Just laws. The presence of godly and committedzenis
and serve You. They are: Lenon &Anne Ceria,can do nothing less. But what about “giving unte<z"?
James & Armi Clancy, Rey & Daphne Cobarrubias,Does this mean simply resigning ourselves to ”paysra
Jonathan & Mariel Lambino, Joseph & DonabelProbably not. Somehow, “giving unto god” shou
Victoria, Victor & Loucel Osias, Ryan & Leah influence the way we give Caesar his due. Rendering
Pagala, Bayani & Vivina Regis, Antonio & Sandy Caesar involves actively seeking to advance thgdom
Saint Jean, Ric & Isabel Ygiesias, Cindee AIegria,Of God on earth so that society will also be transied.
Rosa Garcia, Libarid Maljian, Catherine Mariano,  What then belongs to God? We can readily agree
Connie Quesea, Lynford Rhoden, Mila Surla,“what belongs to God” is our hearts. We shouldlfregve
Melania Carpio, Blanca Francisco, Frank Lim, ourselves to God, offering Him our time in prayerda
Wilma Tayman, Jose Soto, Liza Cruz, Danielleworship and placing Him above everything else. G
Aliparo, Diane Souza, Michelle Mata, Carlo created us to know Him, to serve Him, and to lovenH
Abcede, Steve Chan, Xavier Geoffroy, Gianwhere do we get this information? It comes from @
Lincuna, Jei Mendoza-Obispo, Erik Rivera, Patscriptures which are full of the words of God's dgv
Salmo, Carl Tiu, Michael Gervasio, Donato Qiuntosteachings, and commands and also from publis
and Romy & Jean Timbang. Catholic encyclicals. Continued on page 3

We welcome our new brothers and sisters =N 20 S ry RTINS o VIR L

Christ to our BLD Community. “1 have called you by your name, giving you a

_ We pray that they will continue to grow in faith  tje it is | who arm you...l am the Lord, there is
in Jesus as their hearts are filled with the Spfit no other.” (Is 45:4-6)

God.

Know more about the Lord. Read youwr Bille daily!
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LIVING THE Unforgiveable

TRANSPARENT LIFE “Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of

“There is nothing concealed that will not be reveal, nor Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes

secret that will not be knowriTherefore whatever you against the holy Spirit will not be forgiven.”
have said in the darkness will be heard in the lighnd (Luke 12:10)

what you have whispered behind closed doors will be '

proclaimed on the housetops. Are not five sparrcsedd In Luke 12, Jesus warns his disciples about
for two small coins?/et not one of them has escaped thypocrisy of the Pharisees and describes whom
notice of God. Even the hairs of your head havelalen people should really feafthe one who after killing
counted. Do not be afraid. You are worth more tharany has the power to cast into Gehenngl.uke 12:5).

sparrows.”(Luke 12:2-3, 6-7) Jesus tells them‘everyone who acknowledges m

Jesus forewarns His disciples about the hypoc
of the Pharisees but gives them the assurancerth
the end, the truth will be revealed/Vhatever you
have said in darkness will be heard in the light(Lk
I1_2:(3) In striving tol_tﬁnolw I?E:Lh[gist, we find tha}_ Jes
ived a transparent lfe. In BLD, our responsibids 2 . gne who blasphemes against the holy Spirt
member, is to influence others to turn to a renelified Ot P€ forgiven”(Luke 12:10).
in Christ. In so doing, we need to learn how toedep  \Who then blasphemes against the Holy Spirit? H
this into our own character. Christ calls us naite a the person who speaks, inwardly or outwardly, wo

life of hypocrisy, to cover up our sins and probse atred, reproach, or defiance against God.
and to act as though we do not have any but to $Raks ill of God, fails to respect God in spee

with our baggage quickly and openly. misuses God’s name to cover up criminal practioes

Transparency involves allowing the light to pagsreduce people to servitude, to torture personmib
through so that objects behind can be clearly serem to death. He directly opposes the sec
Jesus dared to do miracles right out in the opght rcommandment of God and openly expresses, with

on the Sabbath, in front of everyone on the holi#syq\ledge and deliberate consent, his irreverence
days, when the crowds were out. He was the l'ghkﬁfd and what His Spirit is capable of doing.

the world, and He was not afraid to shine before me
and by so doing, stirred anger among the Pharisee¥hy is blasphemy against the Holy Spi
Faced with similar challenges in today’s world, ibeunforgivable? Blasphemy against the Holy Spirthis
upholding the truth or advocating controversialiess sin of attributing to Satan. The Pharisees attethfiie
involving our faith such as abortion, would we Hxea discredit Christ's Messiahship by accusing Him
to do the same? We claim that we are a miraclgpefforming miracles by the power of Satan. This
transformed lives, do we have the conviction te liunforgivable because it strikes at the very head
that out and be a light in the midst of darknessaad nature of Christ’'s redemptive and salvific worksue
despair around us? If Christ’s disciples and thiyeaninistered in the power of the Holy Spirit Himse
Christians suffered persecution in defense of fhHilling the divine plan of God to provide a séare
Church, then we should expect suffering, resistarfoe our sins. The Pharisees attributed this to demc
humiliation and even condemnation in living renewadtivity, which was a great blasphemy.

lives in Christ. Our actions should testify to Giis One can also blaspheme the Spirit of God

presence in our lives, our behavior should enc®Iragyiinally refusing His ministrations. The hardme
transparency, not cause division in the body ofsthr of heart and persistent refusal to grasp God'# tcan
Jesus admonished His disciples to stop worryilegch a point where good can no longer
and start living a life of faith because nothingases distinguished from evil. One can become so deac
God'’s attention and care for thefEven the hairs of sin that he is not conscious of sinning at allthié
your head have been counted. Do not be afrai(Lk sinner cannot recognize his sin, how can repentg
12:7) As we fulfill our mission as Christians, Jesbecome possible? How can God forgive if H
gives us the assurance of sufficiency in our maltefdrgiveness is not being sought? “There are notdin
needs. We are not to think of tomorrow but trusdGo the mercy of God, but anyone who deliberat
completely for His love for us far exceeds the eabfi refuses to accept his mercy by repenting, rejduts
even a small sparrow. Reflecting on Christ's wofdrgiveness of his sins and the salvation offergdhie
one would say, “Lord, following You is difficultHoly Spirit. Such hardness of heart can lead talfi
indeed, but it is well worth it.” impenitence and eternal loss." (C.C.C. # 1864)

g ore the angels of God. But whoever denies I
efore others will be denied before the angels
God” (Luke 12:8-9). Jesus goes on to clarify who w
gnd who will not be forgiverfEveryone who speaks

fore others the Son of Man will acknowledgjp

a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, by}
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COUNS B LS 0fompage 1) Sﬁ@pﬁerd’s “Yoice

However, knowing is not enough. We have to live. . qo
and act on it. Our spiritual journey must be theesaas Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil witf

Jesus’ while He was on earth. God’s law is to bitimg good.”(Romans 12:21)

Good News of salvation to all men, bring glad tgfirto The attack on the United States on the morning
the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, heal $hek, free September 11, 2001 cost more than 3,000 lives.
the oppressed, preserve dignity and justice, arnghbieers devastated many lives, ruined many families wha |
in building God’s Kingdom. loved ones. Many cried to heaven for vengeance.yM

Peter was appointed as the first entrusted leddaeo Wanted punishment for those that inflicted pain &
Church whose purpose and authority is to contiee Suffering on so many.

Lord’s mission to establish the Kingdom of truthstice On the 18 anniversary of that awful day, as wp

and peace. But, Peter cannot do the work aloneherei remember the attack on our soil, the pain and snffeve
can the Pope, bishops and other leaders of theol@athendured, opening once again the wounds that cry
Church. retaliation and retribution, we are a_waken by tdaad_ings

Since politics and economics are of primarg’r September 11, 2011 that say differently. Thediegs

importance to God, this should also be of imporatocthe 7€ Sirach 27:30‘2.8:7; Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12; Roniang-
Church. Therefore, the Church, through the layhfaif 9 and Matthew 18:21-35.

must participate in politics and economics as ttiiegctly On this 10th anniversary of September 11 we re(
affect the people of God. how our nation was violated. We remember the 3,(

Through the grace of God, we, as members of tRgOPI€ that died during the attack on our belovehlwVe
BLD community, attend Friday Worships, Encounterd a commemorate the first responders who sacrificenl tven
Retreats, and do some charitable works such asp SBYPS to save the lives of their fellowmen and wom@ur
Kitchen, Nursing Home Visitation, Parish MissionllveS were shattered and our hearts broken; andry¢o
Medical Mission, Gawad Kalinga, and Scholarship ¢¥aven for vengeance and we desire punishmenthéor
Hope. These are our examples of the good work&dahe Wrong inflicted on us. In our scripture readings that
has begun in us and how we give back to God wifiy; however, we sing and acknowledge in the Psad
belongs to Him. We need to make sure that we arthen the Lord is kind and merciful. Thade pardons all our
right spiritual paths as His disciples and truevarels of [niquities, heals all our ills. He redeems our lii@m
His Word. This shows our faith to others by the powf destruction; he crowns us with kindness and conip@ass

our good deeds and by the way we are able to deratms Because the Lord is merciful, wshould be forgiving
what our faith means to us. toward one another as mentioned in the first repdmger

_ _ ~and resentment should give way to mercy. Just aprase
Let us examine ourselves to see if we are trulpdei in the Lord’s Prayer, “forgive us our trespasseswas
good example to others in fostering the common goggrgive those who trespass against us,” we havertive
According to Pope John Paul II's homily as publiste first before we can be forgiven. The litmus testtife
L’'Osservatore Romano on Octr 21, 199(_), he says,lanfrgiveness as required in the Gospel is that
quote:“Always show that you are citizens who amrgiveness must be without limit. Our forgivenesmuld
respectful of the just laws of the state; with thepiration come from the heart, so that when we ask for femgss,
and strength of the Gospel; become involved in@mgw@ we can be forgiven. When we do this, we reflectitisr

more just and human co-existence; creating forms ébrnal love. Christ's will is in us. As it is said the
solidarity and service for those who are weak, @l @ second reading:“we are the

initiatives of reconciliation and peace. Do notaence |ord's” (Romans 14:8b).
your responsibility to give a more humane and Giaris _
aspect to your sector of the city, as well as aenivable Although so many lives

way of life, based on the dignity of the human pars g?;ﬁkéosgl?heocﬁgﬁeogi tfrr]gegc/) 1
Always do this with complete confidence in Godygs vfolated and our heart

who does not leave you alone, but who is with ypy@ur devastated, let anger an
rock of salvation and sure support as He was foryMa resentment give way to merc

her journey of faith, hope, and charity.” Let us pray that peace prevall

How do we know God’s will in our lives and in the?Ver terrorism.
word? The power of the Spirit is always presentnttees

within our hearts and guides our thoughts and astio Directions:_ _ _
All powerful God, help us to serve You in hoIines:sL' :/i\tlr?ézhlp the Lord with your love-offering and

and justice. Make us bold and humble in revealingl ® . .
all men. Yes, Lord, we are here to answer Your aall 2. Bring your families to the Lord.
Your witnesses here on earth in our journey to Yodr Give thanks to the Lord always.
heavenly kingdon 4. Worship the Lord, in holy attire
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
- We are a community of disciples inspired by the John 6 Crossing #12

r

Holy Spirit to be living witnesses fo
transformation in Christ to bring about a world
justice, human development and true peace

Oct. 21-23+ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
of Crossing cost, application and more information a
available on the web sif&l_DNewarkJohn6.weebly.com

Contact: Ernest/Nellie Sun Bitihewarkjohn6@yahoo.col

0

Bl IO NMISSITIOTIN

In response to the challenges of our particulacgla

time and culture:
For our families:

Community Retreat
Oct. 29, 9-4pme St. Mary's Auditorium
“How Big is Your God: A Day of Reflection on our

Relationship with God, our deepest Self and Otheryg|.

Contact: Sam/Rory Olagmstoral@bldnewark.com

We will evangelize families and buil
communities of faith through encounters, Life
the Spirit Seminars and discipleship formation.

We will give formation on personal and fami

U

i, Coaches Development Workshop
Nov. 5, 1-5pme St. Mary's Room 205
For encounter and LSS sharers
YContact: Chito/Aileen Ciocowitness@bldnewark.cor

=

prayer, pro-life values, Catholic social teachi
and stewardship.

For our communities:

9> Aspirants Retreat
Nov. 18-20- St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.comn

We will actively participate in the life and misgic

of the Church in accord with our God-given gifts

For our country:

We will work on poverty alleviation throug
scholarships, housing for the poor and advoca:

Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20- Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Fee: $125/couple. Applications availabiswatv.bldnewark.com
Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net
Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com

D«

h
cies

for life, environment and good governance.

2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S. A,

Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.com

www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Il sAaAlAH 58
KOMAPET
(Kotse Mo Alay Para sa Ekonomiya at Talinto)
Cars for economic & skills development aide. Don
your cars & get a tax deductible receipt; free tayvi

«

Contact Ruben/Luz Amarante 908.810.12b8nluz@aol.com
In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
Nurses for Blood Pressure & Sugar Screening
Doctors (General Practice)

Contact Ruben/Luz Amarante 908.810.12ib&nluz@aol.con
MISSION

Soup Kitchen

Missionar}l/ of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Nelkva

Every 4" SaturdayQct. 22« Singles Ministry

Contacts: Manny/Arlene Mangalogagles@bldnewark.cor

Audie/Vulet Chong 732-356-9056
SECRETARIAT

placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

Collections Actual YTD
Tithe/Love Offering 2,866 131,912
ateundraisers Golf Outing 10,941

<

YTD collection: $705 from 3 generous BLD donors.

Replacement IDs and database updates, will take A verse by verse explanation of all the readingsfr

Stewawrdship - ITs o way of life!

T . OoORDS PROVISTION
PREVIOUS VVEEI"S

Financial details are available to all memberadmiceasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

TEACHING CALENDAR

10/21 Mark 10 Teaching

10/22* Christian Maturity ProgrameILSS 1-35

Spiritual Warfare / Shepherds Training |
LSS 1-34

Basic Bible Seminas LSS 1-37

Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
Teaching

Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mary

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Bible Class — Fridays, 7pm @ St. Mary’s, Room 104

\* 2

' 10/28

the previous Sunday to next Sunday.

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beercesvi

ng your soft copies by emailingrord@bldnewark.com

112
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BLD Ceclebrates Loving God and Neighbor
THEME: We are fruitful servants when we love tf
“ e ”»
A nght To Remember Lord with all our hearts, soul, and mind, a
“... Where two or three are gathered together in My our neighbors as ourselves.
Name, there am | in their midst...(Mt 18:20). Last \Worp: Ex 22:20-26; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51: 1 Th
Saturday night, Lord, You were in our midst, and we 1:5¢-10: Mt 22:34-40
know that You enjoyed the dining and the dancir®y, aorpgr: = “You shall love the Lord, your Goc
much as we did. with all your heart, with all your soul
Saturday, October 15, 2011, BLD held its™19 and with all your mind: (Mt 22:37)
Anniversary Dinner Dance — “A Night to Remember” at = “You shall love your neighbor ag
the VFW Hall in Manville NJ. The celebration waserfr yourself’ (Mt 22:39)

6:30PM thru 12:00AM. Planning and preparation fOIREFLECTION :
this event started a year ago, soon after the Poifer- When we reflect on the scripture readings for tB8 !
Dance. It paid off. There was joy in everybody'sSunday in Ordinary time, many of us can relateh®
company. Many feet rejoiced in dancing, teamed upord’s direction in the first reading tandt oppress or
with hefty appetites and not to forget the JFK Madi afflict a resident alien, for you were once aliens (Ex
Center- sponsored ‘sinful’ desserts. Pictures vedse a 22:20) No matter whether we were born in a fore
plenty. country or whether we are the first or second gpstieay
in America, we have all experienced the isolationl ¢
loneliness that all foreigners experience once itep
their country of origin.

However, like the alien or foreigner, the Lo
promises us thatlf‘he cries out to me, | will listen; for
| am compassionaté. (Ex 22:26b) We can always
depend on the compassion of our loving Father.
matter where you have been in the past, no matieray
you are right now, we can rest on the Lord’s pram
be compassionate and receive His embrace of Lowe.
only do we receive His compassion, we also recdige
protection as the Psalmist tells u$ have been
delivered from my enemi€'s(Ps 18:4)

Like the Thessalonians in our second reading, we h
become “imitators ... of the Lord” when we turn gwa

Continued on page 3

il Promise of thhe Weelk

"If he cries our ro me, I will hear
him; for I am compassionate”

x (Ex 22:26b)

Ignorance of the Bible iy ignorance of Christ. Read youwr Bible daily!

As a fundraiser, again the Good Lord has granted BL
a bountiful harvest — monies that BLD will put toagl
use, to support our poverty alleviation programdg toe
numerous efforts that enable us“fut out into deep
water and lower your nets a catch(Lk5:4). But it was
more than a fundraiser for it was indeed a celebrat
All thanks and praises to You Lord — for You mata i
success — a night to remember for all.
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Lire’s TREASURES Harvest Time

“Take care to guard against all greed for though en It is that time of the year when we all experier
may be rich, one’s life does not consist of posg®ss”  something new, different, and refreshing. Autumn
(Lk 12:15) upon us and we now feel energizing coo

The parable of the rich, fool man shows the wholdemperatures. School s b_ack. The “activities in
basis of his security is his material wealth. Rames God par!shes_ ha_ve become bus_ler, usually §tz_;1rted othey
wants us to prosper, but Jesus admonishes tthit parish picnic, the resumption of the vigil hour, ©Q

of what is above, not what is on earth(Col 3:2), for _classes, 3”0' the RCIA program, to name a fev_v.
“those who trust in his riches will fall ...”(Prov 11:28) important implementation of the revised Mass Lijurg

Our spiritual wealth is in humility and forgiveness happening. In our BLD community, we go about ¢

generosity, love and faith in Gotis not life more than  Second half of the year retreats and activities

: ) preparation for the Thanksgiving feast and
Looouiigr?rig:ﬁ t;fo gﬁrms?)rjlSthiintﬁéomlt?r%;'ﬂ\gtgaazﬁ)t;i%e celebration of our Savior's birth at Christmas. dad,

bring us closer to God and lead us to a righteibels | we are and will be experiencing changes that utetya

_ L . bring life.
Born naked, died naked. It is life’'s truism that we )

cannot take our material possessions with us to th I_n Luke 10:2, the Lord exhorted the seventy t
grave. Materialism does not give us peace anﬂeISCIIOIeS before He sent them_ ahead to the plaees
happiness, but rather misery and emptiness. Moray mwanted to go: '!'he harvest is abundant but thg
buy you happiness, in the short term, but in theyeur laborers are few; so a_sk the master of the harvest
life is as miserablé as before you h.:ad all the midoe send out laborers for his harvestAs the Master of the
buy it. Why? People starts to envy you, despiseaul harvest, our Lord continued to teach them the wrge

even steal from, or worse, even kill you. True hiaggs and single mindedness of their mission to spread
is found only in ’communio,n with God good news of salvation, hence the need for then

Recently, a well-known New Yorker was detach themselves from worldly distractions &
incarcerated for fraud. But his main sin was gretedif possessions. Our Lord taught them the need forgen

imprisonment was not punishment enough, his so{‘jr the good. Just as the Lord had called the wvalvd

committed suicide, another son disowned him, aisd h h_en f[he se\éetntyﬁ‘t\ivo: Hti Car‘l”S eac;hhone of us ik wo
wife abandoned him. He lost all the trappings o&lie is vineyard to help in the harvest here on eavlitre

and power — ended up penniless, shamed, and shunﬁEHCh Stgl Tastt?( behdorée. If:ocr:rL]Jg tt? be effec“"’g@'fs’
by family and friends. Wealth can numb the thougtits we need 1o take heed o fSts own words in

God. Money, per se, is not evil: it is the loveitdhat is gospel. How can we strip_ ourselves of worldlineg&?
the root of all evilsiLet your life be free from love of need to deepen our faith through prayers, freqy

: ) reception of the sacraments and Mass attends
T;g?y’ but be content with what you have. (Feb reading and reflecting on the bible, and parti¢grain

Job trusted the Lord despite losing his health, hig4r parish and community enrichment programs.

family and his possessions. God rewarded Job doubl ore we align ourselves to the person that_Ch@tt_w
what he lost! What about Solomon? He prayed fop' to be, the more we become attu_ned_to His ml_éero
wisdom, not material wealth. That's what God gav S- \_/\_/e n_eed to _deve_lop and maintain the attitude
him. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on umility, live our lives in true witnessing of theve of

. Christ for all, and work in our assigned ministriggh
earth, where moth and decay destroy, and thleve:%he fervor that the Holy Spirit empowers us witmlyD

break in and steal. But store up treasures in heaye then can we experience with iov the chanaes tret
where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves P 10y 9

. : constantly happening to us as we immerse ourséive
glr;? i\jviIIrI]y?)TJOrl r?éi?tl'bzo’{l\x\;h;rlz-éoll;r treasure is, the Christ’s calling and focus on how to bring the adbamt

. - rvest to our Master’s storehouse.
Lay-up treasures in hea}/el? lbydbelng genergus am Let us therefore go forth and heed His word &
compassionate. Every soul helped gets saved, every. .
word of praise and thanksgiving, every loving thiotsg eg}ir:jgsei;)&:ntlful harvest of saved souls and goed
of God, every act of worship to Him, are your tizas :
in heaven. Heaven on earth is having our hearts in
heaven, and heaven in our hearts.
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iNni COUNSELSS (f 1
Ministry Matters - (from page 1)

Praise Mi nistry from earthly idols to $erve the living and true Géd1
Music is a powerful form of expression and it has) €S 1:9b). We began this turning away from sery
always been an important part of Eucharistiid@/Se idols after our "Baptism in the Holy Spiri
celebrations, prayer services, worships, retreat¥/Nether it was two weeks ago at the LSS #37 or m
seminars, and other religious events. Not only dogfars ago. This encounter with the True and Liveugl
music communicate thoughts and ideas, it also ganveNitiated for us a “New Life in the Spirit” and aew
emotions and feelings. It has been said that, roftem “Springtime of Growth and Transformation” in owds
than not, a song is more easily recalled thanmaeior as shared at the LSS we attended. We bega
monologue may have been. has for us but began to experience, perhaps fofirtie
The Holy Scripture is replete with verses on musi¢éime in our lives, the Father's compassion and Iwre
and praise. Specifically, music is referenced irerov US.
1150 verses in the bible. Because of the vital ptdged It is through this experience that we are ablevi® dut
by music in religious services, churches have iabdy the words of Jesus in the Gospel reading from Mattl
designated choir directors to address their linaigi When He replies to the Pharisee’s question aboighw
music requirements. commandment in the law is the greatest and Hee®
Being part of the larger church, BLD has its own''You shall love the Lord, your God, with all you
Praise Ministry which takes care of its liturgicatisic. heart, with all your soul, and with all your mindThis
Praise Ministry is headed by a coordinating coufie. is the greatest and the first commandment.(Mt
constituents are covenanted members of the comynuni22:37-38) But Jesus doesn't just answer the Plesig
who, according to the Covenant of Communion, arguestion but continues on to discuss that loving
known to exhibit the gifts of prayer and exhortatio neighbor as we love ourselves is a necessary pa
find joy in giving praise and worship to the Lomhd loving God.
bear the fruit of the Spirit in his/her life. To kB  Thinking about Jesus’ words, | sometimes get stuch
member of the praise ministry or “praiser”, onewdo His emphasis about that three letter word “all”.niry
have a God-given talent for singing, playing appiaie  mind, | ask God a question, “Lord, You really dot 1
musical instruments, supervising sound-enhancementean “all” do you?” And His response to me alwag/s
systems or administering to the material needshef t “Son, with my graceall is possible; without it, it is
ministry. Non-covenanted members may be accepted @spossible.” So then, loving God and my neight
trainees, apprentices or understudies if they lgree  “with all my heart, with all of my soul, and witHl af
through the Life in the Spirit Seminar and havemy mind” can and is possible only through tirace of
completed their Service and Intercessory Ministr\God (2 Cor 12:9). Yes, not by my human effort, aglll
immersion. The foundation verse for BLD’s praisetire quickly, but only by His Grace can | truly iexhe
ministry is Psalm 150:8_et everything that has breath | ord, love the alien or stranger, love the widow]ave
give praise to the Lord! Hallelujah!" _ ~ the orphan. It is only then with my “all in all”ah | am
‘Excellence in Worship’ is what the Praise Ministry aple to forgive my neighbor. As | cry out to therdo
strives for in every worship, in collaboration withe |ike my neighbor andwith the joy that comes from thé
prayer leaders. To attain this goal, every prasseld oy Spirit (1 Thes 1:6b), I, too, receive from the Lo
have a heart of a true worshipper and be commitied e gjft of compassion.
attend weekly practices and worships. Additionally, May we always be open to receive all the graces
he/she should be available to serve at encountefgye that the Lord has for us, for our familiest fur

retreats, seminars, conferences, community meetin%ighbors for our friends, and yes, even for oiemaies
and other events, not just of BLD Newark but also i o¢ we come before our ’compass’ionate God. It is

support of the other districts or DIPs if calledoopA \\hen we give our all without reservation, witho

true praiser's com_mitment IS embe_dde(_j d?ep in dE'is/hwaiting for anything in return, can we sing like vk
heart and he/she is ready to work in His vineydrédlla «||,ye you, Lord, my strength.(Ps 18:2)

times. Many praise ministry members have been
assigned to other ministries, but most of them come

back to praise as volunteers. Truly, once a praisef’'RECTIONS:
always a praiser. » Itis more blessed to give than to receive. Give
St. Augustine is said to have declared that singing generously.

praises is doubly praying. When we pray more, vee ar > You shall not wrong any widow or orphan.
bound to be blessed more. » Be a model of Christ for all believers.
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Litany of Humilit COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Community Retreat
O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, Hear me. ! o
From the desire of being esteemed, Oct. 29, 9-4pme St. Mary's Auditorium

From the desire of being loved... Contact: Sam/Rory Olagmstoral@bldnewark.com

From the desire of being extolled ... Coaches Development Workshop
From the desire of being honored ... Nov. 5, 1-5pme St. Mary's Room 205

From the desire of being praised ... For encounter and LSS sharers

From the desire of being preferred to others... Contact: Chito/Aileen Ciocowithess@bldnewark.corm
From the desire of being consulted ... Aspirants Retreat

From the desire of being approved ... Nov. 18-20- St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville

Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.comn

Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20- Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Fee: $125/couple. Applications availabiswatv.bldnewark.com
Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net
Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com

Deliver me, Jesus

From the fear of being humiliated ...
From the fear of being despised...
From the fear of suffering rebukes ...
From the fear of being calumniated ...
From the fear of being forgotten ...

From the fear of being ridiculed ... 2012 Medical Mission

From the fear of being wronged ... Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro

From the fear of being suspected ... Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.com

That others may be loved more than I,

That, in the opirs:ion of the world, Stewardship - ITs o way of lifed

others may increase and | may decrease ... >

That others may be chosen and | set aside ... LOB]? s PBC,) _‘ ,,sION

That others may be esteemed more than | ... Collect] LEYIRYTAS I()U”V ]LI" = V1D

That others may be praised and | unnoticed ... oflections . clua

That others may be preferred to me in everything.. Tlthe/L(_)ve Offering 3’293_ 138,103
Fundraisers Golf Outing 10,941

That others may become holier than I, provided that Dinner Dance 18,211

| may become as holy as | should... Financial details are avaiiable to all memberaghiceasury@bldnewark.com

Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. Thank you for your continued support!

_ For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
Be v L w vy Word www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS TEACHING CALENDAR

I sAaAlAH 538 10/21 Mark 10 Teaching
KOMAPET 10/22* Christian Maturity ProgrameILSS 1-35
(Kotse Mo Alay Para sa Ekonomiya at Talento) Spiritual Warfare / Shepherds Training |
Cars for economic & skills development aide. Donate LSS 1-34
your cars & get a tax deductible receipt; free tayvi Basic Bible Seminar LSS 1-37
YTD collection: $705 from 3 generous BLD donor$.10/28 Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
Contact: Ruben/LLuz Amarante 908.810.12ib&nluz@aol.con Teaching
MISSION Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Divineidy
Soup Kitchen
Missionar%/ of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Nekwa
Every 4" SaturdayQct. 22« Singles Ministry
Contacts: Manny/Arlene Mangalagiogles@bldnewark.con

May the blessing and favor of the Lord be
upon those who are celebrating their birthdays
and wedding anniversaries this week!

=~

Audie/Vulet Chong 732-356-9056 SPECIAL: ANNOUNCEMENT
SECRETARIAT _ Bible Class — Fridays, 7pm @ St. Mary’s, Room 104
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take A verse by verse explanation of all the readingsnfr
placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium the previous Sunday to next Sunday.

CN awrchives are availalle at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant Newy.
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John 6 Crossing #12 Finds The Lord! Whoever Humbles Himself
(by Dana De Castro) Will B e Fxalted

We praise the LORD for a successful Johnf? VY fruitful ts wh humb
Crossings Retreat #12. The thirteen candidates—-=ME: ou?sglrveesru' Wl Sefvanis when we nim

Raphael Acero, Marrion Afante, Isabel Rose Agapit _ : _ _ _ _
Chiemezie Anyanwu, Matthew Biehl, Ken Cebedo’" °RP- Mal 1'14f2'2' 8'1_0’ Ps 1_31'1' 23
Joshua Mendoza, Elexa Nano, Rhystan Pangilin _ 1 Thes 2:7-9, 13; Mt 23:1-12

Dominick Salar, Gabriel Soler, Paul Vibar and Jas%hmzR Pr.actlce what we preach.

Yanto—spent October twenty-first, twenty-secon ,EFLECT'ON'

and twenty-third of the year 2011 at the Radisson The first reading from Mal 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10, begi
Hotel in Carteret, New Jersey. The J6C12 classtspayith God expressing His Divine love for Israel. Bag
the weekend bonding, with their Crossingsve have heard, God's love was not being returne
classmates, moderators, understudies, and cl&¥g. Love is meant to be given and received. Cae |
shepherds. Most importantly, J6C12 bonded ari€ love when it is self-centered? Certainly not!

strengthened their relationship with GOD. God was angry with Judah, Israel, and Jerusallp

The J6C12 candidates were enlightened in magyPecially with the priests who had been offer
different levels of life. They were able to undarst efective animals rather than presenting the bietstear

themselves on a personal level. The candidates W?{gmals as sacrifices to God, they offered thedblthe
also able to learn how to pray and praise GOD in

me and the sick animals.The priests were told |
new way. They found HIS love within themselves an@

ey had fallen from the grace of the Lord God. yT!
felt the fire of the Holy Spirit burning in theirehrts. ad also become sinful in their daily lives, wafki

They now understand the Word of GOD and are abr?nfulness, they had influenced others to turnirio By
to pass it along to others that they may meet alo

. Beir acts, they had broken the agreement that lzad
their life’s journey. made with them, He being their Father and they de
Special thanks to all the titas, titos, auxies] arHis children.lt is clear from this Reading that wh
sponsors that came to support and help the caedidegomeone's spiritual life deteriorates, his famifly blso
find peace, joy, and comfort in GOD’s unending lovedeteriorates. Spirituality and family life cannoe
We are truly grateful for all the blessings we haveeparated. Next, the people were reminded that
received from HIM, and surely the candidatebave one Father, one God who created them alleS

appreciate everything they have now a thousandstim@ey all shared the one God, they were called t9
more, as well. united as one in order to belong to the family afdG

“And now you are living stones that are being useg
build a spiritual house. You are also a group ofyh
priests, and with the help of Jesus Christ you wfiler

& sacrifices that please God” (1 Pt 2:5)
‘ Continued on page 3
. Prowmise of the Week
.

. “Whoever humbles himself will be exaltédMt 23:12b)

way from the righteousness of the Lord. In thjpi
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DIE TO FLESTHE, The INarrow Gate
Live By E SPIRIT “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many|

After his warning in Romans 7 against the wrongwill attempt to enter but will not be strong enough
route to fulfilment of the objective of holiness (Lk 13:24)
expressed in Romans 6:22, Saint Paul points his
addressees to the correct way. Through the redeenpti  REFLECTING on the gospels of Luke ar
work of Christ, Christians have been liberated fromyatthew on the narrow gate, it reminds me of B¢

the terrible forces of sin and death. Holiness Waéay’s poem in which she admonishes us to

impossible so long as the flesh (or our "old selfiat : .
is, self-interested hostility toward God (Romang)8: passing the three narrow gates fotith, Necessity

frustrated the divine objectives expressed in #ve. | @nd Kindnessthus: 1f you are tempted to reveal
What is worse, sin used the law to break forth aito tale to you, someone has told about another, mal
manner of lawlessness (Romans 8:8). All this is nowass. Before you speak, three gates of gold. Ti
changed. At the cross, God broke the power ofsth a narrow gates: First, ‘Is it true?’ Then, ‘Is it neéul?’
pronounced sentence on it (Romans 8:3). Christiang your mind give truthful, answers. And next, itls
still retain the flesh, but it is alien to theirméeing, kind?’ If to reach you lips “at last it passes thigh,

which is life in the spirit, namely the new self,
governed by the Holy Spirit. Under the direction of]EheSe rgljatt?;]/vay thrI?e,f then BLOU mak))/ t?" the tale,
the Holy Spirit, Christians are able to fulfill thiévine ear what the resuft of speech may be.

will that formerly found expression in the law . .
(Romans  8:4). YI'he same pSpirit who enlivens If passing the gateway three is difficult, can y

Christians for holiness will also resurrect theidies 'Mmagine the Narrow Gate to heaveriPhé longest
at the last day (Romans 8:11). Christian life iart of the journey is passing the gat&d, how can
therefore the experience of a constant challengmito we navigate the difficult path to life and reacte t
to death the evil deeds of the body through lifehef Narrow Gate? By adhering to the exhortations
spirit (Romans 8:13).In Matthew 16:21-27, Jesugesus to a life that promotes love: mercy, ped
gives us three ways to Christian perfection: righteousness, compassion. The Beatitudes set 1

1. The Purgative Way — Self-denial; Striving forthe behavior required to enter the Kingdom. It\ao
holiness, we must be purged and purified in manys to do the good works that God may be praised
ways. It is essential that we hate sin and avoed it 5:14) The parable of the Kingdom of Heaven stres
all cost by fighting temptation. Our sentimentSthe great effort required to enter itot everyone
passions, memory and imagination must be placeg, says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, shall enter into th

under the rule of our faith, intellect and will. . .
Beginning a prayer life requires effort, fight andKlngdom of heaven, but he who does the will of n

constancy. By embracing the cross of th&ather in heaven.” (Mt 7:13) This, basically,
purification process we can advance in holiness. answers the disciples’ question to Jesudjo then

2. The llluminative Way — We take up His (:ross;Can be savedqMt 19:25)
achieve a certain measure of self-control over the In Matthew 7:13-14, he tells us that a wide g

force of our passions, avoiding any grave sins, a . . :
have deep convictions regarding the truths of o d broad rqad lead to destruction. Easier (0 Rag
any enter it. The narrow gate and constricted r

faith. Our present task is to progress in good, i ) : R
strengthening ourselves especially in charity. Weéead to a righteous life. What is the implicatidritee
seek to adorn ourselves with Christ’s virtues anélarrow Gate? A lot. Jesus Himself is the gate.
to make Christ the center of our thoughtsJohn 10:9-10, Jesus sayk,am the gate. Whoever

affections and actions. enters through me will be saved, and will come

3. The Unitive Way — follow Him; ready to be and go out and find pasture. ... | came so that yh
among the closest followers of Christ, the saintsmight have life and have it more abundantlyOne
We are detached from created things, and ownters it only through Him, made possible by Hi$ ¢

primary focus is on the presence of the Creatasf sacrificial death for our salvation. We musiar
who dwells in our hearts. Love of God becomesgy pe perfect by seeking Jesus and asking

the driving force in our life and we can say Withforgiveness. Only then, it becomes easy to pass

our Lord, “l always do what pleases him” (John . :
8:29). Deep union with God in prayer, neverGate of the Lord. Metaphorically, a fat, righteo

resisting grace, and perfect mastery over ourselv@an Will easily squeeze himself in the narrow gats
bring us to see crosses and difficulties with greailim, self-righteous man will hardly be able
joy. squeeze himself in the same gate.
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St. Jude COUNS I IS (continued from page 1L

(by Bianca Salamat and Zach Larobis) Each and every one of us, having become G

Jude is also translated as Judas or Judah in Gr&BHdren through faith in Jesus and the Sacramer
and is a common name among the Jews at that tirg&Ptism, now belong to the common priestho
St. Jude, also known as Thaddaeus, was traditiongficcerdingly, we are called to share the love of G
interpreted as brother of St. James the Less, an |§a§1iﬁe (ig”tGhde tg gsecg‘mcgogwnogursﬁ\(/;irrgﬁcizctrri]f?ée
relative of Our Savior Jesus Christ. St. Jude weas O%ur Wagof life in tr):e imitation of Christ 9
of the 12 Apostles of Jesus. St. Jude is not theesa '

person as Judas Iscariot, another disciple and who We heard how Saint Paul and his compani
later betrayed Jesus. were committed to sharing the love of God in t

- ) Second Reading 1 Thess. 2:7-9, 13, although
Tradition holds that St. Jude was born into aposﬂes of Christ they had made demands upon
Jewish family in Paneas, a town in Galilee latéuié  people, they had done so with gentleness as nui
by the Romans and renamed Caesarea Philippiothers. Their demands were not worldly. They
Ancient writers tell us that he preached the Gogpel not ask for money or personal property to satiséjrt
Judea, Samaria, Idumaea, Syria, Mesopotamia, apin personal needs. Their self- sacrificing loee
Lybia. According to Eusebius, he returned tdé\Postle and minister of the word was more th
Jerusalem in the year 62, and assisted at theicelect?Ursing mothers. The demands that they made U
of his brother, St. Simeon, as Bishop of Jerusatéen. N€ Thessalonians were spiritual demands. It was
is an author of an epistle (letter) to the Churatfethie their own personal spiritual benefit and growth.
East, particularly the Jewish converts, directeairasi At the end of this Second Reading, Paul gz
the heresies of the Simonians, Nicolaites, arftianks to God to the fact that when the Thessahsn
Gnostics. This apostle is said to have sufferd@ceived the Word of God from them, they did 1
martyrdom in Armenia, which was then subject téakKe it as the word of men. Rather, they acceyited

Persia. The final conversion of the Armenian natn 't truly was, the Word of God Himself. Now, thp

Christianity did not take place until the third tery VVOrd thatthey had heard was at work in them.

of our era. St. Jude was the one who asked Jetlus at  In the Gospel Reading Mt. 23:1-12. Jesus was
Last Supper why He would not manifest Himself t@ttacking the Law but the scribes and the Pharis
the whole world after His resurrection. whose teachings were not in harmony with th

. . . . ractice. They did not practice what they we
According to the Armenian tradition, Saint JUd%reaching to tﬁ/e others. P y

suffered martyrdom about 65 AD in Beirut, in the . i
Roman province of Syria, together with the apostle Jesus had tvlvo_ comrﬁllalnts, the r;larshnesls in w
Simon the Zealot, with whom he is usually connectel'® Scribes explained the Law to the people and

Sometime after his death, Saint Jude's body W%%?ceit and hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharis

. ; . en they explained the Law, the scribes wo
brought from Beirut tikomeand placed in a crypt in jonqre the' humane interpretation of it. While th

St. Peter's Basilicahich is visited by many devotees. soyymanded others to obey the Law without 4
Jude is invoked in desperate situations because #gyiation from it, they themselves were not doing
New Testament letter stresses that the faithfutlsho Everything they did, it was to be seen.
persevere in the environment of harsh, difficult As you can see, the scribes and the Pharis
circumstances, just as their forefathers had domgre not committed to sharing the love of God. TH
before them. One of his namesakes is St. Judpplied self-love! What did self-love get them?
Children's Hospital which has helped many childrereceived criticism from Jesus who is the Word
with terminal illnesses. Therefore, he is the patrdGod. For us Christians to be committed to shaireg
saint of “desperate cases”, the Catholic Patront®di love of God, we must do the opposite of what |

"lost causes", "The Miraculous Saint” and his feaﬁlcribeS and the Pharisees were doing. We mus
day is October 28. umble! We must serve others! We must not dfr

_ _ _ _ attention to our prayer lives in order to recei
Saint Jude's attribute is a club. He is also oftemorldly praise.

shown in icons with a flame around his head. This :
represents his presence at Pentecost, when heedcehyp'g‘gﬁtevsv.h?gre \{ﬁcreyyﬁ)li/ep{gy’stgr?d n;r:d bsral)',k?n t:

the Holy Spirit with the other apostles. Anothegynagogues and at the street corners, so thatribgy
common attribute is Jude holding an image of Jesyg seen by others. Truly | tell you, they have inesd:
Christ, in the image of Edessa. In some instanees fheir reward. But whenever you pray, go into ya
may be shown with a scroll or a book (the Episfle goom and shut the door and pray to your Father v
Jude) or holding a carpenter's r is in secret; and your Fatl Continued on page
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COUNSELS

(continued from page B

who sees in secret will reward you." (Mt 6:5-6)

After listening to the readings, let us prayerfulgflect
this week on how we have committed our lives taisiga
the love of God. Is there room for improvementthire a

lack of sharing the love of

Jesus would judge our commitment to share Gods oy

others.

DIRECTIONS::

1. Do not be called “Master”,
master, the Christ. The greatest among you must
be your servant.

2. Be gentle as a nursing mother cares for
children.

3. Show no patrtiality in your decision.

4. Be faithful to your covenant.

Mass Samp

Current
Greeting
Priest: The Lord be with
you.
People:And also with you.

God? Let us ask ouesslvow

le Changes

Changes

Greeting
Priest: The Lord be with

you.
People: And with your
spirit.

Gloria

Gloria

All: Glory to God in the All: Glory to God in the| Collections Actual YTD
highest and peace to hjshighest and on earth peageTithe/Love Offering 2,433 140,536
people on earth. to people of good will. Typhoon Donations 422 922
Nicene Creed Nicene Creed Fundraisers Golf Outing 10,976
All: We believe... All: | believe... Dinner Dance 21,714
Sanctus Sanctus Total 32,690
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord| All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord|| Financial details are available to all memberaghi@asury@bldnewark.com
God of power and might | God of Hosts. Thank you for your continued support!

you have but ope

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Community Retreat
Oct. 29, 9-6pme St. Mary'sAuditorium
Contact: Sam/Rory Olapastoral@bldnewark.com
Coaches Development Workshop
Nov. 5, 1-5pmSt. Mary's Room 205

For encounter and LSS sharers
Contact: Chito/Aileen Ciocamtness@bldnewark.con
Aspirants Retreat
Nov. 18-20 St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.con
her Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20 Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Fee: $125/couple. Applications availabiswatv.bidnewark.com
Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net
Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com
2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.corm

Stewawrdship - ITs a way of life!

T . ORDS PROVISTON
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PREVIOUS WEEK S

Invitation to Communion

God, who takes away th
sins of the world. Happ

his supper.

People: Lord | am not
worthy to receive you, by
only say the word and
shall be healed.

Priest: This is the Lamb of Priest: Behold the Lamb @

are those who are called {oBlessed are those called

Invitation to Communion

eGod, behold him who take
yaway the sins of the worlg

the supper of the Lamb.
People: Lord | am not
tworthy that you enter und

Imy roof; but only say the

word and my soul shall b

healed

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

TEACHING CALENDAR
010/28 Golden Years & Intercessory Formation
Teaching
11/04  Youth Teaching
' 11/05* Understanding Corporate Worship
LSS 1-35
Gifts and Fruit of the Holy Spist.SS 1-37

f

154

e

Add'l info: http://old.usccb.org/romanmissal/samples-peoplmkht

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

| sAlAH 5838 -KOMAPET

(Kotse Mo Alay Para
Cars for economic & skil
your cars & get a tax de

YTD collection: $705fro

Contact: Ruben/Luz Amarante 908.810.12b&nluz@aol.con

saEkonomiya at Talinto)
Is development aide. Don
ductible receipt; free toyvi

m 3 generous BLD donors.

ApologeticeLSS 1-37

Mark 10, John 6, Golden Years &
Intercessory Formation Teaching

Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Divineidy

. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Bible Class — Fridays, 7pm @ St. Mary’s, Room 104
A verse by verse explanation of all the readingsifr

11/25

the previous Sunday to next Sunday.

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beerced/ing your soft copies by emailingiord@bldnewark.com
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BLD Adds New Teachers Stay Awake

Oct. 27, 2011 - The Executive Council of Servant/HEME We stay awake and are vigilant for thip
Leaders (ECSL) with one heart and one mind, Lord’s second coming when we seek {p
approved the accreditation of Formation Teachers know and follow God'’s will.
recommended by BLD Newark’s DCS and DSL for WORD  Wis 6:12-16; Ps 63:2, 3-8; 1 Thes 4:13-18

BLD Newark and its Districts in Process — BLD Mt 25:1-13
Charlotte and BLD Allentown. OrDER “Therefore, stay awake, for you know
neither the day nor the hour. (Mt 25:13)
ON

N B NN S

14

The newly appointed teachers have complied WIﬂhEFLECTI
the requirements to teach the following Discipleshi
Formation Tracks: NCR, GIP, BBS, LSS Orientation The Catholic Church has associated the end of [fhe

and CMP 1 topics. liturgical year with the month of November - a titoe
District Instructors: remember the dead and also a good time to examime |
well we have done with our own lives. The ordettifis
w month is“Stay awake, for you know neither the day
V!no Guiang nge Ymbong nor the hour.” (Mt 25:13) As Christ's disciples, we are
Vicky Rasalan Bing Ymbong exhorted to prepare, and to be vigilant for theoseic
coming of the Lord.
BLD.Charlot'te BLD AIIer'1town The theme for the first week \&le stay awake and
Martin Squa.l any AV'S_""dO are vigilant for the Lord’'s second coming when we
Joanne Syquia Linda Avisado seek to know and follow God's will. This week’s
Dee Strickland Frank Belarmino parable tells of two types of bridesmaids: the veisd

the foolish. The foolish ones are excluded from tije
wedding feast and remain shut out in the dark. Vg n
consider this an excessively severe punishmenthbut
parable is not about the last minute rush or dashtth
up, or asinthe case of the foolish bridedsaia last
minute effort to secure extra (

for their lamps but about ho "~

we view the invitation for us t L =7
take our place in the kingdom —

God. Admission to the banquet of eternal life sthowit
be taken for granted. Christ teaches us through |hi
parable that the day of the Lord may come suddigkey,
a thief in the night And Wisdom 6:12- 16 tellstiet we

The following are elevated as Community Instructors Should putfirst things first, making auContinued, page 3
BLD Newark P ronvise o—F the We/e/k/\

Bong Encarnacion Merle Encarnacion “We who are alive..shall always be
with the Lord.” (1 Thes 4:17)

Congratulations to all!




For the Lord Blessed Are We

When | first learned about the Beatitudes,

Do not be afraid, as our Holy Father Blessed€member being confused. Partly because | wg

John Paul Il was constantly telling us. We belang tYOUng child, but also because | found it odd tiesti

the Lord. As we recall when we pray the H0|ywould call those such as the mourning and

Rosary, by His life, death and resurrection, He haBersecuted “blessed.” By th“e World’s” standardsseh
purchased for us the rewards of Eternal life. Yes, P€ople whom Jesus calls “blessed” are far from
are His - For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if ©On€ might even call them cursed. They are thesst

we die. we die for the Lord: so then. whether weeli  ©f the human condition that many would try theisto
or die, we are the Lord’é.(Romans 14:8) to avoid at all costs. There are those who stayya

from love and put up walls just to avoid mournil

Fear not; like St. John the Baptist, speak thétrut and heartbreak over another. The world teache
“John had said to Herod, ‘It is not lawful for youot  “mind our own business” rather than be those bbks
have your brother's wife” (Mark 6:18) Nothing peacemakers. Even for a good cause, not many w
stopped him from speaking out even though ikisk their good names and be insulted. But
resulted in his death. Matthew 5:1-12a, Jesus reminds us that we aredc:

In the infancy of the Church, after Peter and Johf llve contrary to what the world says.

had cured the beggar, they were called in frorthef As | grow older and, by God'’s grace, grow mdJ
Sanhedrin anddrdered ... not to speak or teach at in understanding of His words | am less confusipd.

all in the name of Jesus.(Acts 4:18) But in reply, Although | know God is always present, | think abg
they said: “...It is impossible for us not to speak the times | felt closest to Him. | think of the &gl

about what we have seen and hear(Bcts 4:19-20) truly felt His hand upon my heart and my life.
They prayed and were filled with the Holy Spiritdan realize that those intimate moments | shared whiéh
continued to speak Jesus’ Word with boldnesd.ord were those moments of mourning and whe
Though they were flogged and humiliated, nothindelt the world had turned its back on me. He try
could stop them. Instead, they were. “rejoicing comforted me and lifted me. Through Him | am al
that they had been found worthy to suffer dishonorto do what | once thought was impossible 3§
for the sake of the nam&(Acts 5:41) joyfully accept whatever comes my way. How gre
s our God that He can turn the worst times of
ives into such victory!

Now it is our turn to speak out for the Lord, stand1I
for what is right, respect life, and stand for fgnas ] .
God has created the family to be. Let us know our !N this way, I now have a better understanding
faith. Let us know the true teaching of the ChurchWhy Jesus had called them “blessed”. Because
We belong to Jesus; He is our King of kings, Lofd oHim, we are all included in thos_e who are “bl_esse
lords. So, since we arédéirs of God and joint heirs @S NO one can escape the pain and suffering
with Christ’ (Romans 8:17) - and He has given us &0mes from living in this imperfect world. Despite
spirit of courage, not cowardice, let us claim ourP€ing contrary to how the world expects us to be,

royalty on earth as it will be in Heaven. us welcome our temporary pains and live the wo
. Jesus shares with us with a new found understan
Finally, draw your strength from the Lord ... and appreciation. My “blessed” brothers and sister

Put on the armor of God .(Ephesians 6:10-11). If chyist let us always find joy through Him in ourilgia

we surrender to Him, He will transform us. By Hisgyfferings. “Rejoice and be glad, for your rewaiitl w
grace alone, we will be able to carry out His muiesi  pe great in heaven.”

Do not miss out on the peace, the joy, the tryga
happiness that comes by doing His will regardlefss 4 B8-S OOLTD BB LI OO0 ‘

the circumstances. So let us go, live out, andlaimc Someday, we all will have to apply for a job in
His Word! heaven... What's on your resume today?
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COUNS LS (fompage 1)
first priority the pursuit of what matters the most

In this world of uncertainties only one thing ig&e — death.
We do not know the day or the hour of this appantnthat
we cannot cancel. Hence we focus on what is inmpantaur
life. If we live with no thought about what directiour life is
taking, death may catch us unaware with no aidospiritual
lamp. Are we prepared for the Master's return?daexhber,

as we advert to death and dying, may we come Whaee g, jtrgical prayer form up to this point, @inthe English

every day is grace — the more time to know Jesus fuity.
And when the Lord comes, may our lamps be burmightly
to illuminate Christ, the Bridegroom, and we haxfécgent oil
to keep the flame burning all the time.

The second week gives us another sobering pafailef
the talents and how three individuals deal wittmth&his
week’s theme is'We stay awake and are vigilant for the
Lord’s second coming when we make good use of thtsy
and talents given us for the glory of God.This parable is
about judgment and accountability. There is atsids which
identifies with the insecurity of the man who ivesely
punished for his laziness in not wisely using Gots. The
Gospel is a forthright reminder that the gifts afdGre not
ours to dispense with as we please. Neither dsaffide to
hide them away, leave them unused or allow themither.
As Christians, we are stewards of whatever giftareejiven,
and we are expected to make full use of them dogltbry of
God, perhaps through the BLD mission. This is btadle
energetic and active in living the Gospel.

The first reading from the book of Proverbs exttedifts of
the virtuous wife, not in spectacular deeds bugnaill, yet
meaningful actions like caring for a spouse, magagihome
and keeping a family together. It is in makinglibst use of
the 3 T's (Time, Talent & Treasure) that we canes&od
completely and diligently. When shared with othitrsse 3
T's are the way to offer back to the Father whah&tegiven

us. Jesus teaches us to live in a fruitful mareexse each of

us is accountable to God as stewards of His\gftspray for
the grace to choose well and prepare well foralyeng know
will inevitably come to us all.

The last week of the month, we celebrate the BE@$rist
the King, the Good Shepherd of all the earth. €hst forings
the Church's year to a close, and with it catmeseminder
that the cycle of our own lives here on earthalglth reach its
completion. The end of the year
review time and gives us th .
opportunity to take stock of our lives ¢ /4
individuals and as members of God 7
community. This week's parable c
judging the sheep and goats takes
exceptional Continued, page 4

Fr. Paul Speaks

The New Translation

Beginning on the first Sunday o
Advent, November 27 the Mass
orations and Eucharistic prayers whig
were newly translated, will be put intg
use. We have been used to a more colloquial styteiri

translation from the Latin language. | personadiielarated
Mass in Latin after my Ordination for over thirte@ars. This
Latin form can still be used as needed, and isaatied the
“extraordinary rite”. The reality is that most wgkefer to
worship in a language they are familiar with. Hogvesnother
surprise is the continuing popularity — ofis t‘extraordinary
form”. Although relatively few, there =
are demands for the Latin Mass. | .
seems that even those who ne
experienced Mass in Latin as | did,
looking for a more reverent and qu
style of worship.
The new translation will be more formal, reveremg
respectful. The criticism of the previous trargtats that it is
too chummy, lacking reverence and almost demarafin
God. The new translation will make us more awarthef
transcendence of God, and our need for a serise sdidred
The criticism of the translation after the Vatitlazouncil was
that the English translation was done hastily falfwved the
principle of “dynamic equivalence”, which allowedexy free
translation and simplification of the Latin texhelend resul{
has been a deviation from the original text, ambstl a new
translation. It has been criticized as being tooabaoo
superficial, and missing the fine nuances that appethe
Latin text. The new translation was now requireidltow the
document, “Liturgicam Authenticam”, requiring a dteral
translation from the Latin. Some examples younaiiice will
be in the penitential rite, repeating “through rawitf three
times; “l believe” instead of “We believe”; “And thi your
spirit” instead of “Also with you™; “l am not worthto have
you enter my roof”, a quote from Scripture; “Frdva tising of
the sun to its setting”, instead of “From East stV etc. One
of the controverted translations is the phrase aitad the
consecration, “for many” instead of “for all’. Sorfiett that the
phrase excluded part of the human race. This, lemwis\not
the case. The Latin reads “pro multis” which inelsids all.

The biggest challenge will be for priests, regiitne
Eucharistic prayers. Over the years we almost niegrtbem.
Now we have to read them. Anything new can be mir
but the new translation can give us a deeper ageof the
mysteries of our Christian faith. After all liturgya celebration
of what we believ




COUNS K LS (frompage 3)

importance as a metaphor for the final judgement and
presents us with choice of being for or against Christ. There is
no in between. God is going to judge us on the works of
mercy we perform in response to the poor. Our theme for this
week is"We stay awake and are vigilant for the Lord’s
second coming when we respond to the needs of
poor.”

One thing is certain; there will be no excusesherlast
day. Whatever you do to the least of these, you are doing to
me, what you failed to do for them, you failed to do for me.
These words are both disturbing and comfortingusectey
give us proof of how much we love the Lord.

As the world around us is placed into our handsust
and stewardship, Christianity lays the burden gnasisin
Matthew 25:35-36For | was hungry and you gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, a strangnd
you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill god
cared for me, in prison and you visited me.”

Aside from helping provide such basic necessitges aSte/wardd'uip _ It’ya/way of life!

T . ORDS PROVISTION

those mentioned above, we, in the Community,
challenged to do even small intangible acts of yne
including giving words of encouragement, acknovwéeaent
and recognition to the deserving; smiling and mgehe
poor to convey to them a sense of warmth and arwepand
to make them feel valued. Christ, our King and G
Shepherd will become real when we reach out andl sbio
concern for the welfare and dignity of the leastoof
brethren. Let your heart be your guide in sharirygor time,
talents and treasures with those less fortunaten\adhis said
and done, what really matters is your answer touiestion:
“Have | done enough? Have | been Christ to othérse”’
answer will tell you the truth about yourself, tiegoth of your
faith, and your eternal destiny.

The month of November is a good time tieeetipon
our end, not as gloomy preoccupation with death,abu

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Coaches Development Workshop
Nov. 5, 1-5pme St. Mary's Room 205
For encounter and LSS sharers
Contact: Chito/Aileen Ciocowitness@bldnewark.cor
Singles Encounter |7
néNov 11-13« Graymoor Spiritual Center, Garrison, N
Contact: B/Z Cruz boyetzita_cruz@yahoo.com

Aspirants Retreat
Nov. 18-20- St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.con

Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20¢ Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Fee: $125/couple. Applications availabiswatv.bidnewark.com
Contacts: Ency/Baby Alberengeng5149@verizon.net
Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com
2012 Medical Mission

Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.corm

PREVIOUS WEEK S

Collections Actual YTD
Tithe/Love Offering 3,978 144,514
obyphoon Donations 417 1,339
Fundraisers Golf Outing 10,976
Dinner Dance 22,364
Total 33,340
Financial details are available to all memberagmireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

TEACHING CALENDAR

11/04  Youth Teaching

appreciation of life with a healthy dose of Chaistiealism. It
is also an opportune time to see the areas obf@skiange
and improvement, and the missed chances and appestu
We have to take action now, working with God's gréar
the establishment of His kingdom. This month laasido
Advent - a time to prepare for the coming of Christ

Directions:

1. Be in the state of grace at all
times by regularly going to
confession and receiving Holy
Communion in anticipation of
the Lord’s coming.

2. Meditate on God's Word and do acts of mercy.

Please notify the Word Ministry if you have not lmeeeceiving your soft copies by emailingord@bldnewark.com

11/05* Understanding Corporate Worship
LSS 1-35
Gifts and Fruit of the Holy Spirk LSS 1-37
Apologeticse LSS 1-37
11/25 Mark 10, John 6, Golden Years &
Intercessory Formation Teaching
Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Divikiercy

Make the Covernount News
pout of your Covenount Life

SPECIAL: ANNOUNCEMENT

Bible Class — Fridays, 7pm @ St. Mary’s, Room 104

A verse by verse explanation of all the readingsfr
the previous Sunday to next Sunday.
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Heightened Security Measures C 'Ot NS I _s

at Divine Mercy Parish
On Friday, November 4, 12011, a notice was HFternal

received by the Community through the Secretariat -
Ministry to all Ministry Coordinators and Class Fruitfulness

Shepherds (i.e., DLC), urging everyone to be vigila THEME We stay awake and are vigilant for thip

and extra cautious because of three incidenceseakb Lord’s second coming when we mak
in and vandalism in Divine Mercy buildings durirftet good use of the gifts and talents given
past 2 weeks. A Patrol Squad was also operatieaidtiy for the al f God

the Pastoral Ministry; Formation Apostolate volante orthe giory ot ©500.

manned the posts last Friday. Each Apostolatetap VWORD:  Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Ps 128:1-5;
turns in ensuring the safety of our members, most Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30

especially our children. ORDER  “Let us not sleep as the rest do, but let U
Below are few safety measures we can try to follow stay alert and sobef (1 Thes 5:6)

1. Wear our BLD ID at every BLD event. REFLECTION
2. Never leave any building entrances open unattended. _ _ )
Latecomers for meetings or events should call éne o The readings this Sunday remind us of tf
the attendees to open the door for them as soon iagortance of living each day to the fullest, gtrty
they arrive or are already at the door. If you @ee to discover, develop, make good use of the gifts

3. Never leave any windows open unattended. : ‘o -
4. Make sure BLD Office and Library are locked beforeOf grace we receive. Th's will prepare us to f §
leaving. inevitable but unpredictable day of reckoning wh¢

5. Make sure our cars are locked all the time. Keep'e Master and Lord Jesus Christ comes back
valuable items (example: GPS) out of sightearth atthe end of time.
However, please be aware that almost any worthless _ ) ,
personal item that's visible from the outside, emen St Thomas Aquinas once wrote, “Grace buil
empty shopping bag could be seen as a valuable op@ nature”. And so whatever innate and acquir
carrier of valuables. character traits and exposures we have from b

6. If we see suspicious people loitering around, wentil we grow up and pass through various staged|i

any business being there, ask them to leave, dind c

us immediately at 201-841-5472. We will call FathelﬁﬂId fruitful in every way to serve Him.
Robert. Children should not approach them, The servants in this Sunday's Gospel wel
instead, report it to any adult members of the g sted talents of different amounts, but t

community who are present. d t based h h th
7. Tell our children to stay inside the building at al "€Wards Were not based on how much they W

times and do not hang out outside the buildingiven, but on what they did with what they wer
especially when there are no adult members aroundgiven. While the first two servants in the parab
8. Do not walk alone outside the building especially awere equally praised for the profits they acquire

night and in dark areas of the vicinity. the third servant, on the other handcortt. on p. 3

9. We must all try to vacate the building every Frida —
after the worship before 12 am Saturday. Prowmise of the Week

“Blessed are you who fear the Lord, who walk i

the time. Let us be strong and courageous. Let astve his ways! For you shall eat the fruit of your
afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORIDGod handiwork; happy shall you be, and favorgd
goes with us; he will never leave us nor forsake'uPt 31:6) (Ps 128:1 - 2)

“Most importantly, we need to pray for everyonesfety all
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Will We Find Faith "The Kingdom of
On Earth? GOD is among US

“When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith The Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdo
on earth? (Lk 18:8) In the parable of the widow and God was coming. Although they were of the privile
the unjust judge, Jesus contrasts appealing tmjastu class among the Jews they were also clamoringhéo
judge with making supplication to God who is bothylory and power that they used to enjoy during
merciful and just. God is not “worn out” by ouryeign of David their king. For many centuries th
prayers; rather, He seeks to draw all people tosdlin  p5ve been subjugated by different nations and
through Jesus (Jn 17, 2 Cor 5:15-21). Paul tellsais Hpresent one the Romans are no better than

to worry, but to make our supplication to God wit : .
thanksgiving (Phil 4:6). Thus, we must “pray aIV\l’ays'A‘SSymjms or the Greeks. Their concept of

and never *lose heart” (Lk 18:1). strong man to lead them, defeat their occupiers

But will there be faith? In Luke, Jesus teaches the restore them to their previous privileged statusaz
one who prays humbly is the one with true faith (Lipeople and as a nation.

18:9-14). Children have true faith, and the kingdafm

God belongs to them (Lk 18:15-17). Those who leave Jesus said the kingdom of God is not coming W
everything to follow Jesus have true faith (Lk B:1 signs to be observed or could be pointed out tont
30). In Acts, even the Gentiles will come to haveyut the kingdom of God was already in their mic
faith. (Acts 10:45, 11:1-18). Disappointed for not getting what they wanted tt

What ought this faith look like? That faith musg b later turned against the Lord and crucified him.
childlike, which requires pure trust and hope indGo . . .

as our Father. Like a child eager to greet one’gVhat Jesus said then is true today, the kingdon
parents, our faith must be filled with anticipation©0d is among us but because of the culture
longing, and trust. We must be filled with wondeda €nvironment of our times, we are like the firsttcen
awe at the greatness of God. Today, we must l@arntews we find it difficult to see. The signs seentetb
persevere against the push to conform to the whys @s that the kingdom is disappearing in our midse

this world in order to maintain a pure, childlikaith. see the desecration of Christian values by thedlb|p

Parents and children have to support each other ifjudges rendering their decisions to pave the way|
culture that is materialistic, hedonistic, andegal abortions, homosexual unions, defending ca
individualistic. By our endurance, we will gain ourthat drive away God from this world. Sadly sof
souls (Lk 21:19). Catholic and Christian politicians are supporting

A pure faith is total; it requires discipleshipesiis sponsoring laws that are not for the common goad
told the rich ruler that he must sell everythingonens  their deep pocketed lobbyist will provide funds f
and follow Jesus. The Twelve left everything tdheir re-election.

follow Jesus; we must do likewise (Lk 18:28). Adlot . ) . .
faith requires humility: we must pray with the hetye  The easy thing to do is to just stay on the sl
of that tax collector (and the tenacity of the widp and hope things will turn around — but we will ju
“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!(Lk 18:13) delude ourselves because we know it will get e
Discipleship demands that we learn to share in &odworse if we do not take a stand to revive the kamgo
nature through the Sacraments and upright con@ucti6 our midst. We must render obedience to
Pt 1:3-11), and that we evangelize under the agfgis teachings and directives we are getting from ofyH
the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). We must always be readyather, the Vicar of Christ, to our bishops anégri-
to give an account for our hope (1 Pt 3:15). Thus, to become what the Lord wants us to be — a pe@pl

total faith affects every part of our being: oueds, apart — a chosen race, a royal priesthood and ya
thoughts and aspirations. people of God.

When Jesus returns, will He find faith on eartrés)Y . o

for this faith will always be found among those whoQUr new Vision and Mission exhorts all of o
are humble, childlike, and totally committed. Oui€ommunities to stand at the forefront in this lea
mission, under the power of the Holy Spirit, isb® between the culture of death and the culture ef
witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). d¢f wWe as disciples must do our utmost to bring baek

remain true to this mission, the Lord will find tai kingdom of God among us, in our familigp

when He returns. communities and the entire world.

kingdom has not changed — they were looking fdf
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COUNS IS (fompage 1) SHEPHERD'S VOICE

failed to properly steward the talents given him

because he feared the master’s anger if he misheed WE i
talents. He was reprimanded and thrown into thd LOW DO E BUILD THE

darkness outside, presumably hell. KINGDOM OF GOD?

God has equipped us to fulfill the purpose for In the Parable of the Talents, the man who w
which He has called us, be it in pastoral life, #gm on a long trip was Jesus who ascended into heal

life or business. For we are His workmanship, He will return at the end of the time. The servaarts
created in Christ Jesus for good works that God ha§ou and me. The talents refer to money - a lot

prepared in advance, that we should live in thém
(Eph.2:10) Each of us has an arena of influenc®ON€Y-

whether large or small, and a specific ministryt tha A talent is a Greek silver coin worth 6,00

Lord has placed in our care.ét a man regard us in I?rachmas A Drachma is a day's wage during t
this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards L . :
the mysteries of Gotl.(1 Cor 4:1) Yme. Jesus, in His wisdom chose the example

money not only to be better understood but alsgeto

Regardiess of what we have been giveme yndivided attention of the listeners. Monekga

stewardship is tested by the same standard which : : :
faithfulness. It is not the size of our ministry thate{Fen during those times. Furthermore, His refere

counts. but what we do with what we have bedR talent will continue to be relevant till the eond

entrusted. Aside from the initial gift of existenees time.

God’s children, we have been entrusted with other : o : :
gifts and talents, each according to one’s alsljitige Now, we know that in building His Church, i
call these our own, but they are not really ourd, b _ _ ; :
God's. We have no possessions, and we do not eJ@achings and spreading His love; Jesus is m
own ourselves. And because God is our master winderested in using our talents. However, the cphg
owns everything that we have, we aesponsibleto of talent is elusive especially when we apply it

manage His affairs and possessions. ourselves. We think of talent as those what ceielyi

God expects us not just to conserve these thingféletes, performers, CEO’s and perhaps rich pe
but to nurture and grow them so that He will beave. And since we have a tendency to think they
pleased when we have prospered them until we bepecial, we always think we have less or do noeh|
fruit by being beneficial to others, otherwise verild any talent and this is probably the situation thst |

be cut down as the fig tree in Luke 13:7 because - :
only exhaust the soil we are in by being useless. %‘érvant had or what most of us find ourselves in.

when we cultivate and fertilize the same soil, we We are unsure of our talent; therefore, we

become fruitful giving glory to our Creator. ltilsthe  afraid to try and do not want to get embarrasséd.
fear of the Lord that the promise tonight in Ps:128 apostles know their talents when Jesus cH

about being happy and favored is fulfilled for wil w ,
truly be happy as we taste the fruit of our handiwo them? No. Most of them were fishermen and yet tf

as we use our God-given talents and treasures'¥gre able to spread the Gospel and continue thk v
multiply and be able share them with others. of Jesus Christ. They had faith and the rest watou

In the Last Supper discourse (Jn 15) Jesus spegi& Holy Spirit. (_Eod did not create all of us tiegne.
of the disciples as bearing much fruit. In the Blra £ach one has different capabilities. Some can do
of the Sower He speaks of grain that bears frujt 3#ings and some can do small things.

60, 100 fold. Whatever ministry or capacity in the However, each and everyone are important

community we are involved in be it economic . -
parental, apostolic, the goal should be to develdfPMPlete the work of God. We are like buildir

increase, and grow what God has given us, for H¥Ocks of the Church with Jesus Christ as (
honor and glory. cornerstone and foundation. Jesus is like a borifirg

Our ORDER based on this Sunday’s readin e are close, we will feel the heat and see inligig.
states: Let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us stdjy We are far, we will no longer feel the heat avel
alert and sobef. (1 Thes 5:6) Work is a God- Subject to the danger of darkness and animals.
ordained means of providing for our physical needs -
and those of others. God expects us to work hard, t])_| We r_n_ust_always be connected to Him so that
not to overwork. As servants of Christ, we shousd nHoly Spirit will always flow freely to us. Then, wen
get so wrapped up in our work that we lose sight bt comes back,_ We_W|II not be afraid to answer H
our highest priority toSeek first the kingdom of God as to what we did with our talents for we have eér
and His righteousness( Mt 6:33) (cont. on p. 4) Him with our utmost abilities.

being instruments of salvation, in following Hip
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COUNS IS (from page 3)

As faithful stewards of God in the vineyard, w
should have the courage to take bold but discer
initiatives, whatever area of influence we aretinbe

e Aspirants Retreat
nedNov. 18-20- St. Peter's Retreat House, Belleville
Contact King/Arlene Rigoteaching@bldnewark.con

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

—

creative even entrepreneurial, to express ourtgci
to God for all that He has given us by making awgr
and prosper to benefit not only ourselves but stlasr
well. A true disciple of Christ who strives in

Christian sense is always ready to render acco

Marriage Encounter #38
Nov. 18-20- Radisson Hotel, Carteret, NJ
Fee: $125/couple. Applications availabiswatv.bldnewark.com
2 Contacts: Ency/Baby Albertngeng5149@verizon.net
unt. Gary/Mil Camachanla@bldnewark.com

The day of the Lord’s coming cannot take him “k
surprise like a thief.” And when he is found worth
God will grant him an incalculable, eterng

Yy 2012 Medical Mission
y Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro

iIContact Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.con

I

fruitfulness.

Directions:

1. Actively participate in the life and mission of th
Church, in accord with our God-given gifts.

Stewawrdship - ITs a wavy of life!

T . OoORDS PROVISTION

2. Be good stewards of the gifts and talents recei

from God.

PREVIOUS WEEK 'S
Collections Actual YTD
8fthe/Love Offering 2,638 147,152
Fundraisers (Golf & Dinner Dance) 33,340
Typhoon Donations 1,339

Financial details are available to all memberagmireasury@bldnewark.com

Make the Covernnount News
pout of your Covenont Life

Thank you for your continued support!

YOUTH MINISTRY PRAISE ENCOUNTER

On November 5, 2011, BLD Youth Ministr
held its annual Praise Encounter. The encounter
held at the Divine Mercy Parish from 9am to 5p

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.

www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

TEACHING CALENDAR
/25 Mark 10, John 6, Golden Years &
Intercessory Formation Teaching

VD

m

and was facilitated by Joreen Baquilod.

The DYC’s of Evangelization and Formatior

12/03 Contemplative Prayer Community
Teaching by Fr. Paul and Deacon Serge

I

Erika Danielle Flores and Olivia-Anne Felibricg
assisted to oversee the event which ran smoothily.
objective of the Praise Encounter was to trainriit
members who wish to join the Youth Praise Ministr

Training was two parts; it included teachings ¢
praise etiquette, responsibilities, and ideals tdat
explained how Praise works. Following the teachi

Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Divineidy

. MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Il sAaAlAH 58
In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
Nurses for Blood Pressure & Sugar Screening
Doctors (General Practice)
gs Contact: R/L Amarante 908-265-21bbenluz@aol.com

Y.
N

were musical instruction with singers an
instrumentalists, familiarizing new members wil
songs of praise and group dynamics with the hely

d IsAalAH 58/ SERVICE MINISTRY
h Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
of Every 2" Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area

the Youth Ministry’'s Praise Coordinators Joc
Baquilod, James Santiago, Ira “Salami” Aglibut ar
Kristine Villanueva.

Candidates of this event were Christian lkalina

Joseph Daguio, Faith Pangilinan, Wilfred Estile

Meldrick Umahon, Kyle Abinales, Darren Lop

Loreto, Kipsy Quevada, James Abes, Allyson D
Kaitlyn McSpedon, Rita Yglesias, Grace Abes, a

7

1 1] e
David Alba, Kevin Larobis, Sean Olaso, Adriali=dad.2 @] VEN PIRWAN(0] BN 61 DAY B DI )

of MISSION
;d Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, NJ 07055

Every 29 Sat. of the month. Volunteers are needée(|.

Nov 12+ Solo Parents Contacts: Angie Valeroso
valerosoangelita@yahoo.com
r, Audie/Vulet Chongnstitutional@bldnewark.com

aBible Class — Fridays, 7pm @ St. Mary’s, Room 104
r A verse by verse explanation of all the readingsfr

James Calingo.

the previous Sunday to next Sunday.

=

Please notify the Word Ministry if you have not lveec

eiving your soft copies by emailingord@bldnewark.com
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Sing praise to the Lord and COuUUNS ICT S

welcome SE 27 G Us K¢ 7

“Sing to him, sing his praise, proclaim all his . -
wondrous deeds. Glory in his holy name; rejoice, OTHEME' We ’stay awake apd are vigilant for tf
Lord’s second coming when we respond

hearts that seek the LORD{Psalm 105:2-3) the needs of the poor

With gentleness and compassion, our Lord called .. E; 34:11-12 15-17° Ps 23:1-3. 5-6' 1 C
twenty eight unique and wonderful people closer ©0 ™~ o058 5a. i 053146

Him, that they may fully know His Love and merc . .
On the weekend of November 11-13, with th@RDER “Feed the hungry, give a drink to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, our Singles Ministry thirsty, care for the ill or the imprisoned;
gathered and formed the Singles Encounter #27. The clothe the naked. (Mt 25:35-36 pp)

love of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit toucheRerLECTION:

the hearts of the newly empowered singles.

GoOD’' S PROMISE

God manifested His power and glory in the serva - : -
hearts of our Singles’ Facilitators, Auxies, Praislﬂ]e early Israelites, fed up with the corruptiontiu

. . . %gns of Samuel as appointed judges, asked Samu
Sponsoring Class, and especially in Father Palﬂpoint a king over them, such as the practichaif t

Lehman and Father Dave Sison, who joyfull ighboring nations. God was so offended by th

accomplished the numerous tasks and duties of N
P and said Listen to whatever the people say. You a

encounter. o S
_ o not the one they are rejecting. They are rejectinmg
The SE #27 graduates, with renewed faith in Gogs their king” (1 Sam 8:7)

realized His presence in their own selves, their

families and friends. Through the testimonieshe t From King Saul, the reign of kings continued unji

facilitators, the beautiful songs of praise, thauch time that the Israelites were taken into dpti
wholehearted prayers and support of everyone, fRErng this period of suffering, they never gave
graduates were inspired, and opened their heants, é&iope of God’'s promise to give them a King, wi
and eyes to Jesus. This Singles Encounter wagveuld rule over them for eternity. The Lord reites
weekend of spiritual upliftment, joy and peace etth this promise in the first reading. He Himself wou
in graduates’ lives, never to be forgotten. come to Shepherd His sheep, to seek, gather, reg

Let us pray, encourage and continue to makef d and tend to their wounds. How great God'’s Ig

difference in the lives of God's children in SE 275 for His people!
listed below: Gob's K INGDOM

Anthoni Awuviri, Edward Ahearn, Christian BanoanQur LORD Jesus preached that the Kingdom of G

Joseph Bautista, Marc Brilliantes, Zyril Cariloséta \was at hand (Mt 4:17), and that His Kingdom was 1
Corpuz, Mario Dabu Jr., Joseph De Guzman, Weslgythis world (Jn 18:36). Continued on page 3

Falcao, John Francisco, Kevin Gongob, Veeja .

Gorospe, Mel Ibarra, Faith Ikalina, Ruby Jao, Nilkataea s %% a2k eq M A A% MG AL

Jose, Carlo Loreto, Johnathan Luna, Neil Martin, ,

Karyll Magnaye, Patricia McKee, Roman Nolasco CO”.‘e’ you who are blessed by my Father. Inherl
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation

Dustin Ramos, Kristen Reale, Kelly Terranova, i )
Maverick Umahon, Jeremy Viruet of the world: (Mt 25:34)

Ignorance of the Bible is ignorance of Christ. Read youwr Bible daily!
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SALVATION IS FOR ALL  sSacrificing with Dignity

“Today, salvation has come to this house because

this man too is a descendant of Abrahan(Lk 19:9) 'he Lord in his holy knowledge knows full well

that, although I could have escaped death, | am n

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, "Since only enduring terrible pain in my body from the
Christ died for all, and since all men are in fealed  scourging, but also suffering it with joy in my séu
to one and the same destiny, which is divine, wetmu  because of my devotion to Hin(2 Mc 6:30)
hold that the Holy Spirit offers to alhe possibility of
being made partakers, in a way known to God, of t . . ) .
Paschal mystery. Every man who is ignorant of th@arrage encounter. For the first time in my liieye
Gospel of Christ and of His Church, but seeks tH@d""_‘ted _W'th'_n me as reflected in my chang
truth and does the will of God in accordance wi h rélationship with my husband and my family. But t
understanding of it, can be saved. It may be sigghosPurning desire to know God and to love him m
that such persons would haveesired Baptism Iasted_ a mere 3 years after joining BLD. Trials &
explicitly if they had known its necessity." (Cccsufferings tested my faith.

#1260). This paragraph of the Catechism addressﬁﬁt of a concern to save our Catholic hospital ié(¢

three issues: chapel from closing, | sought the help of a prizsd
First, “Those who, through no fault of their owrg d others in the area. The response? A can't-do-amyt
not know the Gospel of Christ or His Church, bubwh attitude toward the poor, the sick, the non-immngy
nevertheless seek God with a sincere heart, anghd even toward our faith. In this bleak atmosphie
moved by grace, try in their actions to do His vl “saw” Jesus on the cross, deeply hurt by the riejed

they know it through the dictates of their consce&n of His own people and the desertion of His frierfs,
those too may achieve eternal salvation.” (CCC ¥84,inful as it was, | saw HOPE.

h‘léhe Lord knows full well the ecstasy | felt aftewro

Second, if there exists today, someone who has N
been called and touched by the grace of God duri
his entire life, but had he known of the necessity

the Sacrament of Baptism for his salvation, he @ou
have desired it. In all fairness, no one can desagr
with this statement, if such a case does exist.

nortnoved on and thanked the Lord for my new-fou
jgo. But less than a year into my job, new triadsne
fo my life: my sister in the Philippines was seshyu
ill (she died 6 months later); here at work, thegital
initiated long suspensions without pay and outsedi

. . o . our department resulting in lay-offs. Fear &

Holy Spirit offers to all the possibility of beingade t5und another job suited to my experience and tian|p

partakers, in a way known to God, of the Paschjfgnt shift. This enabled my husband and me to f
mystery. for our retirement.
Today, God speaks to us about His impartiality. He . - .
doesynot disc?iminate; He calls everybgdy an)(lzl the'aIs€ and thanksgiving to the Lord for giving m
Holy Spirit offers to all the possibility of beingade caring husband on whose shoulder | leaned duriag
partakers of the Paschal mystery. No one has beRfinful ordeal I went through. Two months to the ¢
neglected by God as everyone has received tREE’ My job orientation, I got the bad news of
opportunity to be guided towards salvation in "théusband’s hospitalization for a heart attack.

way, the truth and the life." (John 14:6) nursing training and experience did not prepareton|p

As Catholl beli hat the h ol hear the familiar words of heart attack, and to thee
s Catholics, we belleve that the human race 16t v\, hines and monitors attached to his body.

a supernatural state of life-making union with Go . T :
devoid of spiritual life. The fall of Adam and Ed rayed; but God, in His wisdom, took him from us.

not totally corrupt our nature; it merely woundéd iThe pain so numbed me that | could not even ci}.

and severed our fellowship with God. We cannadimply offered my sufferings and my husband to
restore, in ourselves, the sanctifying grace whieh | ord. As I live my new life now, I still ask the ko
lost in The Fall. God alone can restore that digife why all these trials and why did He take away
have all been saved. each day, the more | learn to lean closely on Jg

God is a God of mercy and made salvation availableve Him more, and share in the dignity of K
to all! suffering.
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Ministrv COUNS KIS (from page 1)
MAaAtters PaStoral “But if it is by the finger of God that | drive denms,

then the Kingdom of God has come upon yb(Lk
Pastoral care is the expression of our response 1:20)
God’s covenant love by nurturing and caring for on

another, thus bringing to full maturity in Chrisiose f‘nanifested through the One. Holy, Catholic,

whom God has entrusted to our Community. Al . .
members of the community carry out this mission b postolic C_:hurc_h, the Body Of. Christ. Our LOR
esus Christ reigns as our King, destroying ev

participating in Word Sharing Circles, keeping .
shepherding relationships active, interceding, an _Ier, authority, and power of Satan that has aken

. is world by Adam’s sin. In the end, Jesus Chtis,
gg:gtlgr?d?srllj%p%rrlgther through prayers and show King of Kings, shall hand over the Kingdom to G

o the Father, to subject all to God, so that God ey
One of the ways the Pastoral Ministry supports thg in all.

Pastoral Care program of the community is by

establishing the Prayer Counseling Ministry. Itais QUR OBLIGATION
Christ-centered ministry of inner healing. It seés God made us to know Him, to love Him, and to se
provide a Holy Spirit directed atmosphere whergyim, for His own purpose.
individuals can readily identify negative patterois

response in their life, experience freedom fronfVe come to know Jesus as the Son of God, the V
practiced and destructive ways of thinking, and eomPf God, the Second Person in the Holy Trinity.

to the full realization of who they were createcbeo CcOme to love Him as our brother, benefactor, Sa
in Christ. and Redeemer, Comforter and friend, and we aré,

ourage and strength, to submit to His authority @n

The pastoral staff and prayer counselors WOrker e Him as our King: of our hearts, minds, waiigl
together as a team to provide the highest level ?f)dies ' ’

compassionate care. Prayer Counselors are trained 't

listen to people's relational issues such ak His infinite wisdom, God has provided us with
unforgiveness, hurts, and judgments and they useany ways of heeding His call to be merciful and
prayer and scripture to welcome God's presence inserve His people, especially the least of His lvegth
the healing process.

The biblical origin forWorks of Mercy are: ‘For
The Pastoral Ministry, together with PrayerGod did not send His Son into the world to conden
Counseling teachers, conducts Prayer Counselitige world, but that world might be saved throud
Seminars. The seminar offers participants thelim.” (Jn 3:17) ‘When you give to him, give freel
opportunity to experience personal healing throughnd not with ill will; for the LORD, your God will
small group ministry, which provides a venue folbless you for this in all your works an(
building relationships, learning and understandingindertakings. The needy will never be lacking inetf
prayer healing, and applying the scriptural elemeniand; that is why | command you to open your har

of healing. The Pastoral Ministry also conduct§o your poor and needy kinsman in your countty
refresher video training and practicum to enhahee t (Dt 15:10-11)

knowledge of counselors and then apply it in their _ .
office. “The works of mercy are charitable actions by wh

" , , we come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritaadl
The Pastoral Ministry organizes the Spring and I:a'ﬁodily necessities. Instructing, advising, consmli
Community retreats which are generally open 10 allomcorting are SPIRITUAL Works of Mercy, as a
members of community, their families and friendsg, giving and bearing wrongs patiently. TI
The Jeremiah 17 team coordinates and supports SM3ORPORAL Works of Mercy consist in feeding t
group pray-over for sick BLD members and rel""t'veﬁ?ungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the na
which may be held after worship or in the homes isiting the sick and imprisoned, and burying 1

those who are ill. One aspect of the community’ - :
bereavement program includes the sending of ma@gad' Giving alms to the poor is one of the cl

cards or flowers, and arranging mass to be Cellearti)ratW'tneSses to fraternal charity, so It Is also akwor

on the #' death anniversary of the brethren. Justice pleasing to God.” (CCC 2447)

Currently, the ministry is overseeing theSERVA'\ITHOOD
implementation of the Safety and Security Plarheft We serve God by serving others. In our wo
Community. Continued on page 4 greatness is defined in terms  Continued on page 4

God's Kingdom is a spiritual Kingdom visibl|
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Mim’stﬂy Matters — Pastoral (fom page 3) COUNS IS (fompage 3)

Most recently implemented is the deployment offPOWer, prestige, position, and possessions.

marshals to monitor the perimeter of the DivineHaving made it or having arrived means we are
Mercy Parish on Friday nights. Also in the calendar served by and can demand service from others.
the fire evacuation drills, and the integratiorsotial God measures greatness in terms of the mode

media in our emergency preparedness plan to includesus Christ, and not of worldly status.
the use of mass notification system to alert

community members of worship cancellations ané(ve serve God because we love Hith.we seek

other unforeseen events which may affect planneea(cell_ence for the pleasure of o_ur“ G.Od’ then
gatherings Intentions are well and good. But if “being not do

enough” keeps us from serving God as He calls us

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS then we will be missing out on the grace of serving

IESVNPAN o BESTS Serving for the love of God is the highest use af
Reaching Out God-given lives, for which Jesus promised a rewsa

following positions

» Hematologists Bachelor's of Science and 3+ yersWhere | am, there also will my servant be. Tk

experience required. Father will honor whoever serves nigJn 12:26) In
= Medical Technologists Bachelor's of Science/Med Heb 6:10, John saidFor God is not unjust so as tc

Tech. 3+ years experience required. overlook your work and the love you haV
= Phlebotomists NJ licensed, 2 years experiencedemonstrated for his name by having served a

required. continuing to serve the holy oné€s. PRAISE

= Microbiologists: Part Time BSC and 5+ vyears CHRIST THE KING !
experience required. '
» Data AccessionistsNeeded for data accessioning, 2DIRECTION :

years experience minimum. Computer literate. e
= |T/Technical Support: Networks troubleshooting a Support our missions for the poor and needy.
must, make ongoing changes to website/html. T . OoORDS PROVISIOIN
» Clinical/Pathology Lab Sales Proven sales track ¢ PREVIOUS WERK' S
2+ years Clinical/ Pathology laboratory sales . Collections Actual YTD
o FT/ PT positions, salary or commission base. BS, .
in Marketing a plus. |the/L(_)ve Offering _ 4,207 151,359
= Marketing Coordinator : Strong knowledge & E} | Fundraisers(Golf & Dinner Dance) 33,505
commerce background, works independently Typhoon Donations 1,339
o FT/PT positions, salary or commission base, | BSFinancial details are available to all membersgmieasury@bldnewark.com
in Marketing a plus, full benefits, paid holidays|& Thank you for your continued support!
vacations.
= Drivers: Needed to perform specimen collection far a For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
medical testing facility in Cedar Knolls www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

o Own transportation a plusClean driver's
abstract a must. TEACHING CALENDAR |

For more infoCall Me-Anne Sta Ana « 973.998.8189| 11/25 Mark 10, John 6, Golden Years &
Mission Intercessory Formation Teaching

Soup Kitchen 12/03* Contemplative Prayer — Community
Teaching by Fr. Paul and Deacon Serge
Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Divineidy

Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwd
Every 4th Sat. of the month.
Nov. 26¢ Intercessory Ministry Contacts:
George/Mary Ann McGherinintercessory@bldnewark.comiiia 24 0@ P-N PIVAN L0 1 B (@ DALY B DI N \

SECRETARIAT _ DLC MEETING /
Replacement IDs and database updates, will take PASTORAL HOUR
placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium Nov. 22, 2011@ 7:30pmill * St. Mary’s Library
Bible Class — Fridays, 7pm @ St. Mary’s, Room 10
2012 Medical Mission A verse by verse explanation of all the readingsfthe
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro previous Sunday to next Sunday. The class may

Contact: Mosti/Ling Garciadistrict@bldnewark.com | Vviewed on YouTube; type 'Rod Soriano' on the seal
CN archives are available at www.bldnewark.net, click ovw Covenant News.

Fusion Diagnostics Laboratories seeks to fill thgeag,s said Whoever serves me must follow mib
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ME38 Yields 12 COUNSICT .S

“...praising God and enjoying favor with all the : 4 4 Pi
people. And every day the Lord added to their Like a @Thief in the tabt

number those who were being save@Acts 2:47)  Tueme: We prepare for the coming of the Lof

By the grace of God, we once again, witnessed the when we are steadfast in service to Him.
transformation of 12 couples in the recently conets WORD: Is 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7; Ps 80:2-3, 15-1
Marriage Encounter #38 at Radisson Hotel, Carthit, 18-19; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37
last November 18-20, 2011. Led by Fr. Michael Fuge@RDER  “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know
as Spiritual Director, who enthusiastically begache when the time will come.{Mk 13:33)

Talk with emphasis on God’s infinite love for us byREFLECTION:

being merciful and forgiving no matter how manyesn Compared to the recent Hurricane Irene, we w
we sinned against Him. Guided by the Holy Spitig t giyen multiple detailed warnings and instructions
presentors, Jovy & Emily Lucero and Boyie & Stellgq,, g go about when the hurricane would hit d
Huelgas, lovingly shared their real life experienead area. We knew the specific date and time it W
how God'’s interventions in their married lives feafed comi.ng and its strength as it unleashed its furgnu

their vows of lifelong commitments to one another. the land. Because of these, we were able to pre

Let us joyfully welcome ME #38 couples to ourourselves, our families, and our personal propert
community led by their class shepherds Jovy andyEmWe had flashlights in case of power failure, we h
Lucero: Saturnino & Maria Lourdes Almazora, Rodolf@nough food and water. In short, we were ready.

: - .
& Editha Buhain*, Norman & Marie Cabrera, Manolo & Mark 13:33 says,Be watchfull Be alert! You do

Rosario Chavez*, Angel & Caroline Dela Cruz, Noel & . ) ,
Gale De Leon*, Ronald & Therese Lizares, Robert QOt know when the time will com®.We ought to be

Marissa Pactwa, Jesus & Ofelia Palafox, Marcial %eadty all thf t(ljml(ta for thg S?(n ?T MathV\(l)ll(I)gomwh(
Lucia Pellicia, Miguel & Emma Pepino*, and Gerald g east expected. It goes back at ieast z, yesalsre

Audry Lyn Santos Continued on page 4 when Jesus promised His followers that He wot
' return to earth to take His true followers home

. .. . heaven with Him. Only God knows the exact day 3
51 ASplI‘e For DISCIPIeShlp the hour of Jesus’ return. It may or may not beun

What a blessed and overwhelmingly successflifetime.
Aspirants’ Retreat! The Teaching Ministry not only  This Advent. let us prepare our hearts

had a blessed plqce In St. Peter's Retreat .H°u§\?elcoming Jesus into our lives as we begin each ¢
Belleville but most importantly we had the blessoig Let us ask Him to open our eyes to enable us to
spirit-filled, inspired, zealous aspirants. All 51ho close He is to us. and how brecious we are
aspirants came to hear and see the real presenc o ) P

Jesus. They found out the word of God is alive an (l,lm.fLeltI ltﬁ open thelv?n(;:lowsbof our hdeatl)rts, gettl
the one that truly nourishes our spiritual livesey rid or afl the accumulated garbage and baggage

once again affirmed our Christian belief thapad been carrying. Continued on page 3

following and living in Jesus is the essence [E=X eSS e AT L

salvation and that full Christian maturity only éxes “He will keep you firm to the end, irreproachableno

from true discipleship with Jesus Christ and loge f . j
others. Continued on page 4 the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.(1 Cor 1:8)
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Because of My Name: PRAVYER, THE SECRET
Discipleship and “God Alone Suffices” TO ’VIG TLANCE

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest youral

persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogue The first time Jesus came in Bethlehem wasl|i

and prisons, and you will be brought before kings \yeakness, humility and poverty. He came to show
and governors because of my name. This will give oy, o live life that is always in God's friendshi
you an opportunity to testify.= Luke 21:12-13,  gacayse of sin and human selfishness however,
NRSV Catholic Lord has delayed His second coming at an indefi

The passage above reveals an important aspecfuaire to get us in good spiritual condition. Hellw,
discipleship: we can count on facing trials angbme again, this time in “power and glory”; to subd
persecution, but in such situations, we can alsatoon || evil and to permanently establish His kingdam
God's grace. As such, we are to take these momaentghe hearts of good people. Those who live thethfa
opportunities to testify to the greatness of oudGAIl | haye nothing to worry about and will stand kit
of these are a consequence of believing in Jesmsen  .nfidence before the Son of Mah (Luke 21:36),

The above verses immediately follow Jesugyfully awaiting the realization of God's plan.
observation of the poor widow’s offering in the Tge _ _ . . .
(21:1-3) and are found within the discourse aba@riss ~ During this long intermediate period we ha
and persecutions. The poor widow gives witnes$ido ecome so immersed in worldly comfort that many
meaning of discipleship: “she out of her povertg pat us live and act as if the earth is our permanenteno
in all she had to live on” (21:4). She entrustsseérto We are so busy making a living that we forget t
God, and believes that her faith in God is suffitie purpose of living, allowing our spirits to bevéighed

With this in mind, we can now turn to the “signslandown with dissipation and drunkenness and th
persecutions.” At first sight, Jesus’ words heeerardly Worries of this life’(Luke 21:34) Christ is telling us
comforting: he speaks of persecution (21:12), Hatr® Luke 21:34-36 not to let the cares of everydéy
(21:17), betrayal and even death (21:16). But eniddd preoccupy our time but to "watch and pray" at
in this section is reason for hope. While facedhwitimes should Jesus come suddenly in our lifetir
adversities, one can count on God’'s help. His gracarist's purpose in forewarning us is not to ihgsar
makes such moments “an opportunity to testify”{3): but to inspire us with the urgency of the gosy
We will receive “words and a wisdom that none afffo message, awakening us to the true facts of lifecdn
opponents will be able to withstand or contradicfeath. Even the good and the virtuous must beave
(21:14-15). Staying firm, we stand to gain our souheir guard as life has many temptations. The wo
(21:18-19). largely the creation of Satan, can lure us

Following Jesus will be difficult: because “héworldliness”, the love of beauty without th
world” hates Jesus (Luke 21:17, John 15:18). But egresponding love of righteousness.
disciples, we must persevere. In fact, testimongeun ] _ )
duress is perhaps the greatest proclamation of thePrayer is the secret to awareness. It intensi
Gospel. Jesus will provide “words and wisdom” tBersistence, not losing heart while waiting for H
testify. In Acts, the Holy Spirit empowers the Aples return. Praying constantly is vitally important as
with “words and wisdom” (Luke 21:15), and theyot to lose the presence of spirit deepening in
become “witnesses... to the ends of the earth” (Adisarts the knowledge and the awareness of Gods
1:8). As disciples, we mubear witness to the greatnesand presence among us. In this way, He gives us
of our God. Amidst hardship, we must be hopefuh# strength and the light to bear the bad days.
power of Jesus’ name. We can even face martyrdgfiplants in our hearts peace, even in the midst
kn0W|ng and bel|eV|ng that by Jesus’ name we can &%b'ems and pa|ns and increases our hope
saved. (Acts 4:12). courage to continue on our journey.

St. Teresa of Avila has powerfully expressed the . )
essence of discipleship in this poefiet nothing Let us make a new beginning this Advent seaj
disturb you. Let nothing make you afraid. All trirare DY making a constant effort not to be attached
passing. God alone never changes. Patience gainsaiything but God; by living both a life and a lifge
things. If you have God you will want for nothiggpd in the Spirit and prepare not only for Jesus' Gimés
alone suffices.” coming but also His final coming.
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He TRUSTED IN HIS GOP COUNSELS (fompage )

The Parable of the Ten Virgins and the Parablg

Daniel, a good friend of King Darius of Persia,the Talents emphasize the suddenness
was gifted with divine wisdom that enabled him tounpredictability of the coming of Jesus Christ dinel
interpret people's dreams and visions. The kingeed to be watchful and vigilant. What does thedL
appointed him as the sole administrator over thexpect from us, and are we ready to meet
entire kingdom, causing the other royal adviseriseo €xpectation? Jesus told a story that was famiba
jealous. They plotted to get rid of him. Knowing ofHis followers -- the necessity for His laborershie
Daniel’s unfailing loyalty to his God, the advisersréady for action and ready to give their best wtinen
convinced Darius to issue an edit demanding all hi¥laster returned from His journéy. Were the
subjects to worship him alone. They saw their chancS€rvants excited about their Master's return?

when they caught him praying to his God. Aswatchful servants looked forward to their Mas

punishment, Daniel was thrown into the lions’ dentOMINg back because they knew their Master wg

Upon learning that Daniel's God sent His angel tcgﬁ dplﬁ:fc?dwir;g Wﬁgwe:/(eevyaréljistgsetrgr f(;rngheir x:gﬁr
‘shut the lions’ mouths’, the king ordered Daniel ’ ' pu

released, and his detractors rounded up and thro awaited those vyho were unprepared  because
: ' . P Warelessness, laziness or ignorance.
into the den, where the lions devoured them.
) ) _ The prophet Isaiah tells us that God will surg

This story of Daniel demonstrates how true faithyeyward those who wait for Him. Isaiah 64:3 sa
and unwavering belief in God can keep one safe eveych as they had not heard of from of old. No e
in the midst of hopelessness and impossibilityhas ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but
Whenever we feel helpless or confined in a situatioworking such deeds for those who wait for Hiin.
where our enemy prowls around like a roaring liorOur Master, Lord Jesus Christ, entrusts us with
ready to devour us, we too are experiencing our owgifts and grace and He expects us to be ready
dark night in the lions' den. There may have beeaction and be prepared for the future. Our catlas
instances in our past when God sent us his angel imly to believe but to watch. And we don’t on
the person of a good Samaritan who came to rescuatch; we also need to be ready at all times.

us from a pressing predicament. We may also have Today, as we begin a new Advent Season, Jes
experienced God's loving compassion when a maj@fsking us to be on the watch. We tend to relegrse
problem of ours got resolved miraculously. command to simply keeping guard; guarding
rgninds against sin, guarding our bodies against-o
indulgence, and guarding our families against ha
owever this is only one part of the picture. G
atholic faith tells us that we can not live th
hristian life solely by our own power—by our ow
atchfulness. We need the grace of God if we war
become like Jesus Christ

God can surely shut the mouths of the ‘lions' i
our lives, by touching the hearts and minds of ouﬂ
enemies, and by pouring into their being His merc
and love. The bible mentions of many occurrences
miracles brought about by absolute faith, trust an
belief in God. Miracles can happen in our livesvé
keep our trust and belief in our Lord. Our God s a

awesome God. We are His creation and He will never S0 Whether, we are at Praise and Worship, o
abandon us. Mass, or saying the rosary, or sitting before tooedL

in adoration, or lying in bed at night, or simplging
God knows our situations and He will provide usnothing, the Lord asks us to “ watch” by fixing o
protection and help if we unconditionally believe i eyes on Him, opening our ears to His still smalteo
Him. Just like Daniel, who continually prayed andThe more we ask Jesus to fill us with His grace,
put his trust in God, we too can be delivered faum more we will find His presence. And finding H
darkest moments and be freed out of our own liongresence, we will find everything we need.
dens. If we find favor in our good Lord, He willsal Let us get soaked in His word to see |

put an end to whatever or whoever may have causgfmeasurable reflection of His love for us. Lastht,

our suffering, just like what King Darius did to ys persevere in our desires to serve Him, ang

Daniel's accusers. remain steadfast in our service to God. Everyday,
can know the joy of awaiting our Master’s return.

Happy Thanksgiving Continued on page 4
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COUNSELS (onpged) _ MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lord, awaken our hearts and minds to receive Youl SAILAH 58 - Reaching Out
Word and to prepare for Your coming. Free us, LorE'USiOH Diagnostics Laboratories seeks to fill
from complacency and laziness, from the grip of sfallowing positions
and worldliness, and from attachments to things Hematologists Bachelor's of Science and 3+ yes
which pass away. May we always be eager and be €xperience required.
ready to meet You when You come again. Help us o Medical Technologists BS/Med Tech. Degree, cert
always remember that in the twinkling of an eye You ST Years experience required. .
are coming, like a thief in the night You'll be ber * Phlebotomists NJ licensed, 2 years experiery

=

vl

required.
Maranatha... Maranatha. = Data AccessionistsNeeded for data accessioning
Direction years experience minimum. Computer literate.

. . . | = IT/Technical Support: Networks troubleshooting
Remain vigilant through a sustained prayer life, must, make ongoing changes to website/html.
regular reception of the sacraments and corppkal Clinical/Pathology Lab Sales Proven sales track &

[e})

works of mercy. 2+ years Clinical/ Pathology laboratory sales .
o FT/ PT positions, salary or commission base.
ME38 Yields 12 (frompage 1) in Marketing a plus.

_ = Marketing Coordinator: Strong knowledge & Et
We pray to the Lord that they will always be commerce background, works independently
guided by the Holy Spirit and allow Your Son, Jesus o FT/PT positions, salary or commission base,

Christ, to be in the center of their lives. Letalso in Marketing a plus, full benefits, paid holidays
ask the Lord to strengthen the love that binds them vacations.
together especially when in times of trials. Email resumehiring@healtharray.net

MiISSION
Soup Kitchen
y Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwdd

We thank the sponsoring class of ME#37, Praise
Ministry, Liturgy Ministry, Treasury, Intercessor
Ministry, Word Ministry, Treasury, the auxies arugbt Every 4th Sat. of the month
rest of the community for answering God'’s call ® b Nov. 26 Intercessor.y Ministry Coﬁtacts:

His instrument, the hands that put together| &qqrge/Mary Ann McGherinintercessory@bldnewark.cor
successful weekend. SECRETARIAT
Glory to God! Replacement IDs and database updates, will tak
placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

=

La)

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
ontact: Mosti/Ling Garcidistrict@bldnewark.com

51 Aspire For Discipleship (from page 1)

Our aspirants truly represented our mature
community members in Au de Castro of SPE 9.
Carpio, Portia de Jesus, Ces Florentino, Margay
Ocasio, Erlinda Pedutem, Melit Perez and Lciad M OV-NG)E N BLEN GV-N P D5 D V- &
Samson of SPE 10. Rameses Bautista, Malow/25 Mark 10, John 6, Golden Years &
Blankas, Norma Calara, Maris Fandino, Clair Intercessory Formation Teaching
Mariano, and Gladys Vicari of SPE 11. Joe Appel,EQ/og* Contemp|ative Prayer - Community
Chenet, Miles Dionisio, Dinah Encarnacion, Violet Teaching by Fr. Paul and Deacon Serge
Meneses, Anna Marie Vales and Lucille Viscayno| 0fNote: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Divineidy
SPE 12. Mary Ann San Agustin and our couple power
in Marcelo & Michelle Mijares of ME 31. Efrain & Stewawdship - It's o way of Llife!
Wanda Ortiz, Jude & Maricel de los Reyes, Georgdls I @I DR B tVO R LR PO )
Sarita Rodriguez of ME 32. Ed & Armi Bayudan PREVIOUS WHEEK'S
ME 33. Art & Yen Arnan, Willy and Amor Ferrer

Jun & Maryanne Lomibao, Mario & Carmen Olazo<ollections _ Actual YTD
William & Maria Sumandal and Mateo & Precy Yaplithe/Love Offering 2,016 153,375
of ME 34. Eric Cruz of Singles Ministry and ouliFundraisers (Golf & Dinner Dance) 33,605
brethrens from Trenton Outreach, Cesar & Rosallg/phoon Donations 1,339
Angeles,Totie & Nilda Araga and Jojo & Marlene Financial detais are available to allmemberagimzeasury@bidnewark.com
Legaspi Thank you for your continued support!

CN awrchives are availlable at www.bldnewark.net, click o Covenant News.
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BUKAS - LOOB SA DIYOS COVENANT COMMUNITY * ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

Volume 17 Issue 47 Bulletin Edition December 2, 2011
COUNS ICT_S Fr. Paul Speaks
Prepare with Yigilance /‘ Contemplative Prayer
THEME: Disciples of Christ prepare for the cominf AR | use this article as ar
of the Lord with vigilance. g = invitation ~as  well as an
WoRD: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-10, 1 opportunity to encourage you
' ; ' ' - openness to a deeper form

2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8
ORDER “Prepare the way of the Lord make

straight his paths. (Mk 1:3)
REFLECTION:

prayer. Deacon Serge and | wi
be teaching tomorrow afternoo
(Dec. 3) on contemplative prayet

Obviously, we encourage you all to attend. The {0

From the eschatological liturgical readings of ﬂ\ﬁe wish to make is to encourage you to contemgat
past several weeks, we now come to a season thajgssipilities in your prayer life, if, of course o so
brimming with hope. And from reflections on endijis Contemplation is often associated wit
times, we now come to a new beginning, a time Qistered monks and nuns, who you might s3
joyful preparation that will clear the way for us tgpeciglize in this form of prayer. The reality Fsat

enter into a relationship with the Lord. contemplative prayer is part of the regul

1% Week development of the “normal” Christian prayer lifg|.

It would also be good to know that there arEomorrow, we want to clarify exactly what i
actually three ways in which our Lord came and magdentemplative prayer as well as the signs we (
Himself manifest to us. First, as the Word madstflediscern if God is leading us to pray that way.

through His birth into an ordinary human familyyush Those who are baptized in the Holy Spirit m
enabling Him to dwell among us (John 1:14). Itis t

co-mingling of the divinity of Christ with our 56/’ \when they experienced the baptism of the H
humanness that transforms us into supernatu&iii our whole Christian life is more what wéoat

beings. Second, He came to us through the indwelligog 1o do rather than what we can do for God. Ehis
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, a transforminge pasic reason why we pray at all. It is all God
event. Having received power from on high (ACtgqok  Our prayer life becomes more contemplati
1:8), man will never be the same again. In the thitghan we begin to experience an inability to pray

and final manifestation, Jesus Christ will comei@ga,e did before. Often times this inability i
) . - ) y is attribd
in glory to judge the living and the dead (CCC682). o our neglect or lukewarmness when in realitysit

As the Advent season is also referred to astraly the action of God calling us to let go ot
“little Lenten season” it presupposes that we dse a“busyness” in prayer. We are invited to just cortden
called to a life of prayer and fasting. CCC522 alégod’s presence, and rest in that awareness.
tells us that' The coming of God's Son to earthis an ¢ starting point for contemplative prayer

event of such immensity that God willed to PrepaiRctiodivina”, something | have very often talke

for it over centuries. He makes everything - a& thy, i very simply we begin with reading (lectio
rituals and sacrifices, figures Continued on page 3 preferably a short passage from Scripture. We tf

e m ALY I o o SV IV V=YY /I think or reflect (meditatio) on what we have redte

“Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him

O i imension m in when just listen a
glory dwelling in our land.” (Ps 85:10) passive dimensio oves In When We JUS? ISten &

wait for any communicatic Continued on pag4

already have an insight into the notion of “passivip

move next to informal prayer (oratio). Finally thip

Ignorance of the Bille is ignorance of Christ. Read your Bible dwily!
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PEACEY GOD inv Whom We Trust

PEACE! We hear this word everyday, in the“Better to take refuge in the LORD than to put one
news, at Holy Mass, in songs. We see it symbolized trust in mortals.”(Ps 118:8)
works of art like a statue of a dove or a painting The word trust’

> . . . as used in Scripture means to
ggg'dc\}\'/nﬁ people of every nation coming together IEOnﬁdent, to be sure, to be bold, and to be sedure

whole concept of tfust” has something to do wit
Yet, PEACE is the most elusive commodity in thevhat or who we tfust” To grasp the true meaning

world today. We see nations at war against othéTrust in a biblical manner, we should focus on t
nations, or a country at war within its territomhere concept of totally trusting’ in the Lord in everything,
is war going on in families- brothers against ber) So, when is it time to Trust the Lord?

sons against fathers, daughters against mothers,
daughters-in-law against mothers-in-law, etc. There . . J
even war raging within ourselves. Without peac@! have periods of time when we feel very weak

within ourselves, then a home, a town, a commuaity, VUInerable. This is the time when we need to U
city, a country or a nation can never have peace.  Him. The apostle Paul wrote that when he was at
weakest point, that is when he was strongest...bec

We oftentimes fail to recognize that peace Wilthen he trusted upon the Lord to get him through.
only abide in our midst, if we rid ourselves of wha

the world teaches us- to clamor for fame, power and !N times when we are unsure of our ways, tf
riches that deprive God of His righteous place inith God for direction. A perfect example is when {
our hearts. For as long as there is greed in thidyo ISraelites left Egypt, even if they didn't know wihia
then justice will be trampled upon. Nations wikkei Was, they relied on God'’s divine plan for them.

against each other coveting what the other has ev@yided them each step of the way to the promise: |
through foul and evil means. God was faithful then as He is now. This is the eé

In times of weakness, trust God for strength.

IS HERE AND NOWIN Jesus was born and th that He will be there to guide and direct us. Fsr

f_‘lréggilg dsgrqgt’hepcli')b\scs:EarIjoro'\geEg gl'; t%oshoo?/vwr:llél_r:kithgat HE would direct our paths, most especiallyirayr
the way back to His kingdom wghere He sits on Hig- r darkest momentsin all your ways be mindful of
throne and rules as King of all the Earth and gaser im, and he will make straight your paths(Prv 3:6)
with equity. He sent His Holy Spirit, the Spirit of In times when we don't understand, trust Go
Peace, to dwell in His temple within us. And if thdoving care.“Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
Holy Spirit were within us then we would live byon your own intelligence do not rely.(Prv 3:5)It is
God'’s rules and see God'’s justice prevail. Witnagsi when things just don't make sense to us that
to God’'s justice and love would strengthen ouhardest for us to trust Him. We want to be able
children’s faith and convert non-believers back God figure everything out, and then trust Him but tisatt
fold. Witnessing to the Gospel of Christ would thenrust. He tells us that His ways are not our ways
fill the earth with the knowledge of the Lord, likee that His thoughts are above our thoughts. That B¢
waters of the seas fill every space and recessief twe cannot figure out what God is doing all the tin
deep ocean. And when we don't understand...that is when we n

Even now, the Gospel of Christ wherever it idrust Him the most.
preached, brings forth conversion and transformatio ~ Most importantly, before we can have compl
It has calmed and subdued angry passions, changgshfidence in God, before we can trust Him at

peoples feelings and conduct, done away Wwitimes, we mushave a personal relationship with Hitfp.

practices that were cruel and bloody, abolishedegamet us put our faith and trust in God for salvatias
and entertainment that were ferocious and savagge will save us and keep us for all of etern

changed a domineering husband into a kind partnRemember, it is nodur “trust’ that keeps us, but th
and friend, and changed an abusive father into @od in whom we trustwho keeps us.
loving protector of his child.

We look to the near future when the promise othe nations of the world. Then the world and aditt
God would be completely fulfilled and felt in al=»  dwell in it would live in peace forever.

qong as we commit our ways to God, He has promip
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COUNS LS (fompage 1)

and symbols of the First Covenant - converge ayur redemption from slavery to sin, and our adap
Christ... He announces him through the mouths s as sons and daughters of the heavenly Father.
prophets who succeeded one another in Israel.
Moreover, he awakens in the hearts of pagans a di(miI
expectation of this coming.”

Like John, we too must recognize our identity
dren of God and citizens of heaven. So too, tn
we live like John, as humble and faithful servamits
2"Y Week — Prepare the Way of the Lord God, pointing others to Jesus, through our exan

The preparation begins with Elizabeth, the cousind witness.
of Mary, from whose womb John the Baptist will i, . .
come to announce the coming of the Messiah to the—w.€ek — Be obedient by saying Yes!

world. Scriptures tell us that John the Baptistswas Ch&'sgs b;\;lth into  the hutmatlﬂ family large
committed to one burning mission — to point otiters SEPENAET on Mary's response 1o th€ announceme

Jesus Christ and to the coming kingdom. the gngel Gabriel. It determined our salvation,

aren't we glad she responded positively, in

Like Jesus who emerged victorious and with gre&umility and obedience. It couldn’t have been asye

wisdom from the temptation in the dessert, John wagcision to make, because what the Gabriel told
likewise tested in the wilderness, but grew inWerd surpasses all human understanding.

of God and began to call the people of Israel to

repentance. Do we, like John, also point others to HE' q’;J”estlon,How shall this be, since | have ng
Christ in the way we live, work, and speak? usband?”was not prompted by doubt or skepticis
' ' but by wonderment! But Mary was a genuine liste

We must remember that through John the Baptistf God's word and was able to respond with faitd
the Holy Spirit began our restoration into the devi trust. Her "Yes" to the divine message should lee
likeness of God, prefiguring what would be achieveghodel of faith for all believers. Mary believed G®
with and through our Lord Jesus. John's baptismavapromises even when they seemed impossible. She
baptism of repentance — a turning away from sia tofilled with grace because she trusted that what
new way of life based on God's word. Our baptism &hid was true and would be fulfilled. She was wil
water in Jesus Christ, and baptism in the Spigulte and eager to do God's will, even if it seemed dlitfi
in a new birth and entry into God's kingdom as Hiand costly.
beloved sons and daughters (John 3:5).

_ _ _ ~ Like Mary, God will also give us the grace
Through baptism, Jesus gives us the fire of Higespond with the same willingness, obedience,
Spirit that we may radiate the joy and truth of thaeartfelt trust. When God commands us to

gospel to a world in desperate need of God's bgitt something, He also gives us the strength and
truth. means to respond in faith. We can either yield i®
39 Week — Who are we? grace or resist and go our own way. But if we lwei

in God's promise of eternal life to those who v
"Who are you really?" It was not difficult for Johnpelieve in Him and remain obedient in faith, Helv
the Baptist to answer this when the authoritiesegosfill us with grace as He did Mary.
the question to him. But supposing someone
challenges your identity with the same questionwHolt's Christmas — the King is born!
would you answer? There's an identity crisis in the Why does John the Evangelist begin his gos
world today and many are confused. While we cawith a description of the Word of God? Th&ord of
manufacture our identity with an assumed persoma, d50d” was a common expression among the J¢
true nature rests in God who made us in His image aThus, John presents Jesus as God’s creative,
likeness. giving and light-giving word that has come to earth

John the Baptist had no identity problems. Hhuman form. Jesus is the wisdom and power of

) . fhat created the world and sustains it by assurai
appeared in the Judean landscape speaking an@u“ﬂ[]man nature in order to accomplish the prom
the people to prepare the way for the Lord. Heda#d alvation
the Old and New Testaments. He was the last of the '
Old Testament prophets, pointing the way to the Gregory of Nyssa, one of the great early chu
Messiah and was the first of the New Testamentfathers (330-395 AD) wrote:Sick, our nature
witnesses and martyrs. He is known as the heratdl wilemanded to be healed; fallen, to be raised upgd
prepared the way for Jesus and who announced tasrise again. We had lost the possession of tloelg
mission to the peopléBehold the Lamb of God who it was necessary for it to be given back to us.séd
takes away the sins of theorld!” John saw from a in darkness, it was necessary to bring us the i

distance what the Messiah came to accomplish@- captives, we awaited a Savior; Continued on page 4
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COUNSI IS (frompage 3) Fr. Paul Spgcaks (fompage 1)

prisoners, help; slaves, a liberator. Are thesengfsi from the Lord (contemplatio). We move along as ]
minor or insignificant? Did they not move God tdord leads. Some days we may be led to do m
descend to human nature and visit it, since hurganthinking; other times to many words; and finall
was in so miserable and unhappy a state? sometimes, to just being there, waiting on the Ldird

is this last dimension that the Lord may oftq

Pope Paul VI says in his encyclical Gaudium €bmmunicate with us without words. That
Spes:“The Son of God assumed a human nature Ebntemplation.

order to accomplish our salvation in it. The Son of

God ...worked with human hands; he thought with a Mystical writers have assured us that those who
human mind. He acted with a human will, and with igithful to daily prayer come relatively quickly

human heart he loved. Born of the Virgin Mary, hI ast the first stimings of passive prayer. T

. . Important thing is persistence in daily prayer,
giset[r)ltjlginb?en made one of us, like to us in afigh matter how distracted and upset we may be.

community like BLD should be the breeding grout

Indeed, if we are going to behold the glory ofot only for real apostolic evangelization, butaise
God we can only do it through Jesus Chdssus Place where we learn to pray, which is the onlyreeu
became the partaker of our humanity so we could Bk @ successful apostolic life. See you tomorr
partakers of his divinitf2 Peter 1:4). God's purposedftérnoon.

for us, even from the beginning of His creatiorthizt F\Y B BuE k4 M & @A RPN (0 1 8RN 6F DALY B DI NS

we would be fully united with Him. By our being | s alaH 58 - Reaching Out
united in Jesus, God becomes our Father and mgsion Diagnostics Laboratories seeks to fill the
become His sons and daughters. Indeed, we shoulddi®wing positions

grateful to our Father for sending His only begoties Hematologists Bachelor’s of Science and 3+ years
Son to redeem us and to share in His glory. experience required.

Medical Technologists BS/Med Tech. Degree, cert.
3+ years experience required.

Phlebotomists NJ licensed, 2 years experience
required.

Data AccessionistsNeeded for data accessioning. 2
years experience minimum. Computer literate.
IT/Technical Support: Networks troubleshooting a
must, make ongoing changes to website/html.
Clinical/Pathology Lab Sales Proven sales track &
2+ years Clinical/ Pathology laboratory sales .

DIRECTIONS :

1. Bring glad tidings to the poor, heal the brok
heart and proclaim liberty to the captive.

2. Rejoice in the Lord, share your blessings with
others; advent is the time of repentance w
confession, prayer and fasting.
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Collections Actual YD o FT/ PT positions, salary or commission base. B
Tithe/Love Offering 3,695 157,070 in Marketing a pllus. '
Fundraisers (Golf & Dinner Dance) 33,855 ||« Marketing Coordinator : Strong knowledge & E-
Typhoon Donations 1,364 commerce background, works independently
Financial details are available to all membersgimizeasury@bldnewark.com o FT/PT positions, salary or commission base, BY
Thank you for your continued support! in Marketing a plus, full benefits, paid holidays |&

vacations.
Email resumehiring@healtharray.net
IsalaH 58
In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
Nurses for Blood Pressure & Sugar Screening
Doctors (General Practice)
Contact: R/IL Amarante 908-265-216Benluz@aol.com
MISSION
Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, NJ 07055

Stewowrdship - ITs o way of life!

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contact: Mosti/Ling Garcidistrict@bldnewark.com

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

TEACHING CALENDAR

12/03* Contemplative Prayer —Community

=

Every 29 Sat. of the month. Volunteers are neede.

Teaching by Fr. Paul and Deacon Serge

Dec. 10+ Mission Ministrye Contacts: Audie/Vulet

Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ Divineidy

Chong 732-356-905@istitutional@bldnewark.com

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beerced/ing your soft copies by emailingiord@bldnewark.com
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COU NS IS S

POPE: FEEDING THE HUNGRY FORCES JOHN AND THE LIGHT

QUESTION OF WHY THERE IS HUNGER THEME: We prepare for the coming of the Lor

VATICAN CITY, NOV. 25, 2011 Zenit.org.- when we testify that Jesus is our light a
Benedict XVI says that charity groups have a rale i our salvation.

educating society, since a work of charity speaks o

God and brings people to question. WoORD: Is 61:1-2, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54|;

The Pope said this Thursday when he addressed 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
members of Italian Caritas. ORDER “Testify to the Light of Christ so that all

Noting that a work of charity announces hope, he might believe” (Jn 1:6)
said it is also an "educational” act that helpg 'loor RerFLECTION:
to grow in dignity, Christian communities to follow

Christ and civil society to shoulder its obligatich “A man named John was sent by Go@n 1:6)

. . . Here is the one of whom the prophet speaks and

"Charity requires an open mind," the Holy Fathesan rightly proclaim the words inscribed by Isaia
went on. "Responding to need means not only givinghe spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because tl
bread to the hungry, but also asking ourselves tabeerd has anointed mg (Is 61:1) Here is he who ha
the reasons for their hunger, using the gaze afslesome “to announce the year of favor from the Lg
who could see the profound truth of the people Blouand a day of vindication by our God.” The spirit
him. In this perspective, our modern times areimgll upon him and he speaks of the coming Messiah.
you to ask yourselves about the way you work féras been sent by God to “testify to the light.”

charity. But who heeds his proclamation? Who is able
Benedict XVI emphasized in particular the needsear this voice crying and find the joy of the pith
of migrants. would blaze in their hearts? How many are stilthes
"Natural calamities and wars often creatBfiest and Levites and Pharisees of the Sundg

emergencies,” he added. "The global economic crig@SPel, inquiring so blindly, Who are yo@” How
is another sign of the times which calls for thB12ny have no sense of prophecy, or the Spirit,auf ¢

courage of fraternity. The gap between the north aRlimself? How many are deaf to John’s cry?

south of the world, and the wounded human digriity 0 St. Paul’s instruct us:Do not quench the spirit,
so many people, call for a charity able to expand Do not despise prophetic utterancé$l Thess 5:19-
concentric circles from the small economic systéms 20) And yet the greatest of all prophetic uttersnme
the great. Increasing poverty, the weakening @fatered down in ankle-deep wisdomMy soul

families, and the uncertainty faced by the yourlg @roclaims the greatness of the LafdLk 1:46) Mary

point to the risk of diminishing hope." declares. The Spirit wells up in her spirit and s

"Humankind needs not only benefactors,” thgANNot but fejoice in God (her) Savidr These are
Holy Father stated, "but also humble practical peog!®t Words put into her mouth by any man; h
who, like Jesus, stand alongside their brothers apr(pphecy does not come flrom the pen of a scribe
sisters and share their fatigue. In a word, hurgaait 10m the very Spirit of God!  Continued on page 3

looking for signs of hope. The source of our hapmi mwrise of the ce
the Lord. This is why we need Caritas, not to daieg et & R o
it with the responsibility for charitable servidjt for | "The one who calls you is faithful, and he will ats

it to be a sign of Christ's charity, a sign thaings accomplish it." (1 Thes 5:24)
hope."

Ignorance of the Bilble iy ignorance of Christ. Read your Bible daily!
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YES LorD!!! My Jokeg is Casy

“ Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened
done to me according to your word(Lk 1:38) and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you ar

Many years ago | had a chance to watch Richartfarn from me, for | am meek and humble of heart
Pryor in San Francisco (pre-BLD of course...) andnd you will find rest for your selves. For my yoke
one thing he said that struck me is that, since the easy, and my burden light.(Mt 11:28-30)
breakup of his first marriage he learned to avoid
saying ‘Ye$ because he knows that somehow it’I(g(res

cost him, not sure how or when, but, one way and just can't seem to find the right words. Bd@ajois

another, it will definitely “cost him”, better haisl, to the day! | am determined to get this written, Hoere

?J?gtt;/\l f%hr%/r']t” recently | thought what he said WaSthis morning when | sat down at the computer wlih

_ best of intentions, | noticed my credit card biéeded tg

But having been a member of BLD for severgbe paid and there were several ministry emails taga
years now and as | reflect on the above verseomgt my attention. On top of those distractions, todagyber
do I no longer think what Pryor said was funny, butpMonday and my grand-kids' wishlists are just akc
actually feel quite ashamed of myself. away. Suddenly, | heard a loud "BOOM" and the st

As a member of BLD | participate in my assigneavent dark. When our power goes out, we lose
ministry as well as volunteer my time with the athecomputer, tv, and phone...the very distractiont tiaze
ministries, attend Friday P&W as often as | canyese kept me from starting this reflection on Matthew2Bt
as a LSS shepherd, and take part in other BLEY.

activities. This isn't the first ime God made me stop and

Because of BLD | became more active in myttention to this little love note He sends ta-a# weary,
parish, attend mass as often as | can and am geronover-worked, stressed-out children. This is oné¢hose
uncomfortable discussing my faith with othersscripture verses that | have been fond of for ag ks |
Because of BLD | feel that | have become closer tan remember. Over time, | have learned that corair
God. Him doesn't just mean prayer. It means Mass, adoré

So why, you may ask, despite the progress |’\§‘gr8hip, reading His Word and the Sacrament

The deadline for submitting this reflection w
terday. I've been trying to write it for at leasnonth

made in my spiritual life do | feel ashamed...becaudgeconciliation. Again and again, I find that Jekasps
like Richard Pryor, | have a fear of sayinged. 'm  His wonderful promise: "I will give you rest.

afraid to really put myself out there for fear thititbe It took me a long time to figure out the next pfr
asked to take on some new “assignment” whether s verse"Take my yoke upon you...For my yoke
my parish or BLD and will have to say yes. Sayingasy, and my burden lightlf a person is alread
yes could mean making a commitment I'm really nafeighed down by the demands of his work and higlya
inclined to make. responsibilities and is dealing with worries ovealth

I'm ashamed because | feel | can do more for ngnd financial issues, how could he even think ofiragi|
faith, because | know | have not reached my limit ion the yoke and burden that Jesus offers him.. ietregy
terms of sharing my GOD-given “talents” and wheare easy and light? Eventually God answered
compared to Mary, who at a very young age, offeregiiestion for me. It isn't often that the Holy Spapeaks
her whole being to GOD by sayingré$ with no directly to my heart in words that are unmistakealolud
hesitation, with no doubt, and with completénd clear. But when He does, He makes a la
surrender. impression. It came as our ME class was gettindyréa
ﬁegn our Commitment letters and present them to

On the other hand, | see myself more like th . ) -
: o -Tehman at a community Mass. In my micammitmen
young man in Mark’s gospel who has done everythi ant more time, more work, more service to

prescribed in the law but went away sad when Je munity. | wasn't sure | had it in me. Besideat,th

igkle?_zhzlgn /&?‘ddoertnict) rvevaasnrc:] tosgoirrrllgeléfg |![8V‘.’0Pn'rgn(M as dealing with the persistent fear that the hégke and
ME retreat ea¥s 200 thaty oty me startjed on ﬂ{ e new life 1 had found in Christ could easilyps
y 9 9 rough my fingers. That's when the Spirit expldiri¢o

wonderful Journey. me. Jesus never intended to pile His burden onftapy
| don’t know if I'll ever be able to overcome my own, but rather to trade H

fear and constant struggle of sayinge$. But | do  pladiu light one for my heavy one. |
know that | will have to look to Mary’'s example on s fact He was saying, "You tak
that night to give me the strength to always sags’Y on this Commitment and | wi
Lord!!!” take away your fear." Thg

Lastly, when Jesus said]t “was not you who night | took Him at His word|

chose me, but | who chose ybu. (Jn 15:16), then and those fears have ne
how can | even sayNo’ to that? returned. Thanks be to God.
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Immaculate Conce 2P tion COUNSKELS (fompage1)

If you can bring back time The word of God cannot be chained; the vo
and you will be given the power “crying out in the desertcannot be tamed by thos
to create your own mother, what “not worthy to untie the mysteries hidden in sacrg
. kind of mother are you going to Scripture. St. Paul will be put under house arr¢
. create? Are you going to create aJohn the Baptist, Herod will cast into his dungebe,
sinful mother or a sinless Christ shall be crucified — but the word of Godlwib
mother? Are you going to createforth, and nothing shall silence its voice. T

. a bad looking mother or a testimony to the light must be heardsd' that all
J beautiful mother? Are you going might believe through Him there will ever be

L e to create a mother stained byproclaimed fiberty to captives and release to th
original sin or a mother free from the stain ofgomal  prisoner$ by the power of Jesus Christ, until all he
sin? Naturally, all of us would want a mother tigat of the mercy He has “on those who fear Him.”
beautiful and sinless. And if we, a human being iou : .
want a mother immaculately conceived, what kind oé While the synoptic gospels refer to John t
mother do we think our Lord Jesus Christ would ick Baptist as the forerunner and preacher of conveys
It is obvious of course that our Lord will create dn 9ospel of John, introduces him as merely aotiee

) o John’s whole life. He endures warm days and G

So what is the problem? How come it is so hargights in the desert in fasting and mortificatidte
for some people to believe and accept the Dogma Biptizes the Israelites, preparing them to rece
the Immaculate Conception? Is it just becausenbis jesus. John's greatness lies in his hum
written in the Bible? Trinity is not in the Bibldsa  jcknowledgement of Jesus as the light. He fre
but most Christians Dbelieve it. They say that it igdmits that he himself is a mere witness to thiet.li
because the idea of the Trinity is in the Biblet Bve  once the light appears, he will fade from the sce

idea of the Immaculate Conception is all over ia th 3a5,s will take over. John knows himself by the
Bible also. One reference is when the angel Gabrigl,o comes after him.

said, Hall, full of grace, the Lord is with yol (Lk o '
1:28). The phraseftill of grace is a translation of the Many people spend their lives witho
Greek word kecharitomene” recognizing Christ as the light. Those who chq
other gods discover, much to their regret, thatrtf
ursuits bring emptiness and pain. On the othedh
ose who acknowledge Christ as the light
Ifilled. They follow Christ's dictum of love of
eighbor, the kind of love that heals, restores]
romotes life. Having accepted Christ as the ligit
heir lives, they easily recognize Christ in othe
hey become more respectful, compassionate,
loving towards their neighbors. As Christians we
faced with the challenge of letting Christ shineourr
life. The good God can be seen in the way we re
with our brothers and sisters, especially the |

The traditional translationftill of grace' is better
than the one found in many recent versions of t
New Testament, which give something along the lineg,
of "highly favored daughter.” Mary was indeed g,
highly favored daughter of God, but the Greek iepli
more than that (and it never mentions the word f
"daughter"). The grace given to Mary is at onc
permanent and of a unique kingecharitomeneds a
perfect passive participle of charitoo, meaningfitlo
or endow with grace." Since this term is in thefear
tense, it indicates that Mary was graced in the pas
with continuing effects in the present. So, thecgra fortunate. Mav this love that heals. restores
Mary enjoyed was not a result of the angel’s visit. : y y '

fact, Catholics hold, it extended over the wholdef ~Promotes life continue to burn in our hearts. Mag
life, from conception onward. She was in a state gght Of Christ that John the Baptist preached eamq

sanctifying grace from the first moment of hertN€ darkness in our lives. Lord, prepare our heats
existence. remove the sadness that hinders us from feeling

) joy and hope which Your presence will bestow.
The Immaculate Conception means that Mary,

whose conception was brought about the normal walirections:
was conceived without original sin or its stain—ttha , lad tidi h heal -«
what 'fmmaculaté means: without stain. The essencer: Brng glad tidings to the poor, hea,

of original sin consists in the deprivation of the broken heart and proclaim libertyg
sanctifying grace, and its stain is a corrupt reatur  to the captive. L
Mary was preserved from these defects by God: Reioice in the Lord. sh blessi
grace; from the first instant of her existencewshs in 2+ R€loice In the Lord, share your blessings w
the state of sanctifying grace and was free from th Others; advent is the time of repentance W
corrupt nature original sin bring confession, prayer and fasting.
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are a community of disciples inspired by thel SAaI1AH 58 - Reaching Out

Holy Spirit to be living witnesses fo
transformation in Christ to bring about a world
justice, human development and true peace

Bl IO NMISSITIOTIN

In response to the challenges of our particulaceglz
time and culture:

For our families:

We will evangelize families
communities of faith through encounters, Life
the Spirit Seminars and discipleship formation.

We will give formation on personal and famil
prayer, pro-life values, Catholic social teachin
and stewardship.

For our communities:

We will actively participate in the life and misgig

of the Church in accord with our God-given gifts.

For our country:

We will work on poverty alleviation througt
scholarships, housing for the poor and advocaci
for life, environment and good governance.

Stewawrdship - ITs a way of life!

T . OoORDS PROVISTION

PREVIOUS WEEK S

Collections Actual YTD
Tithe/Love Offering 3,128 160,198
Fundraisers (Golf & Dinner Dance) 33,855
Typhoon Donations 1,364
Financial details are available to all memberadjmieasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

Youth Rally
Jan. 14« 8am-7pme St. Mary’s Auditorium
Catholic Conference of Youth and Parents
“The Lord Made You a Blessing Forever”
Contacts: Tony/Tatess Abad « 201.244.5744
2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contacts: Mosti/Ling Garcidistrict@bldnewark.comn

Be A Living WwWord

Please notify Word Ministry if you have not beerced/ing your soft copies by emailingiord @bldnewark.com

and build«

r Fusion Diagnostics Laboratories seeks to fill
0ﬁollowmg positions
Hematologists Bachelor's of Science and 3+ yea
experience required.
Medical Technologists BS/Med Tech. Degree, cer
3+ years experience required.
Phlebotomists NJ licensed, 2 vyears experien
required.
Data Accessionists Needed for data accessioning
years experience minimum. Computer literate.
IT/Technical Support: Networks troubleshooting
must, make ongoing changes to website/html.
Clinical/Pathology Lab Sales Proven sales track &
2+ years Clinical/ Pathology laboratory sales .
o FT/ PT positions, salary or commission base.

in Marketing a plus.
Marketing Coordinator : Strong knowledge & Et
commerce background, works independently
o FT/PT positions, salary or commission base,

in Marketing a plus, full benefits, paid holidays

vacations.

Email resumehiring@healtharray.net
I salaH 58/ SERVICE MINISTRY
1 Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
sies Every 2" Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area
MISSION
Nursing Home Visit
56 Hamilton Plaza, Passaic, NJ 07055

t
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Dec. 10 Mission Ministrye Contacts: Audie/Vulet
Chong 732-356-905@stitutional@bldnewark.com
Soup Kitchen
Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwi
Every 4th Sat. of the month.
Dec. 24+« Mission Ministrye Contacts: Audie/Vulet
Chong 732-356-905@stitutional@bldnewark.com

“We see a glimpse of the Kingdom
in our community when we love
God and trust completely in His

divine providence, when we
conduct ourselves with selfless love
for others, and when we serve Him
with all our heart through the
various ministries in BLD.”

CN 28 Counsels — July 22, 2011

Every 29 Sat. of the month. Volunteers are needeq|.
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Volume 17 Issue 49 Bulletin Edition December 16, 2011
IS B NN =S COuU NS ICr .S
Pope Invites Married Couples to May It Be Done To Me

Remember Nazareth _ _ _ _ )
Recalls Thursday's Feast of Inmaculate Conception ~ THEME: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 2

_ Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38
VATICAN CITY, DEC. 7, 2011 Zenit.org.- )
Benedict XVI today encouraged newlyweds to moddVORD:  We prepare for the coming of the Lor

their homes on that of the Holy Family in Nazareth. when we humbly submit to the will of the

The Pope spoke of Our Lady and Nazareth at the Father.

end of today's general audience, during his custpmdRDER Do not be afraid, for you have found favor
greetings to youth, the sick and newlyweds. with God” (Lk 1:30)

He mentioned Thursday's feast of the ImmaculafEFLECTION
Conception, saying it "reminds us of Mary's singula

adherence to God's saving plan.” In the liturgical season of Advent, a time |

prepare for the coming of Christ, we see the figafre

be the all holy dwelling place of the Word Incamat ¢onyersion. On the fourth Sunday of season, as

Pontiff said. Incarnation, the story of the annunciation tellshosv
"Dear young people," he continued, "strive té30d made known the birth of Jesus through the ar
imitate her with pure and limpid hearts, allowingGabriel, who announces a seemingly impossi

yourselves to be molded by God who also intends ‘&yent: a child is to be born of a virgin! He woldd
do great things' in you (cf. Luke 1:49)." conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and wou

e God's own Son. Luke’s gospel concentrates

The Holy Father encouraged the sick to avalil k% . ; A
Mary's help to trust in the Lord, "who knows youcri\/lary, presenting the miracles of the virgin birth a

) " . preliminary element in the extraordinary origintbé
sufferings and who, by' uniting them t.(.) His OWN\/1ocsiah.
offers them for the salvation of the world.

He concluded: "And you, dear newlyweds, who Mary, who made a way for the Son of the Mg
wish to build your homes on the grace of God, makdigh to be born in human form, sets a perfe

your homes, in imitation of the home of Nazareth, @xample for us of openness, deep faith and obeelig
hearth of love and piety." to God, traits which permitted her to receive t

angel’'s otherwise disturbing message withdg
hesitation. Her responséMay it be done to me
according to your word” carries a revolutionary
significance in the world. Continued on page 3

| Prowmise of the Week |

_ _ ; “Forever | will maintain my kindness toward him,
i — and my covenant with him stands firm.{Ps 89: 29)

Ignorance of the Bible iy ignorance of Christ. Read youwr Bible daily!
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Ministry Hlatters Justice Revealed

ST OUIT L “Observe what is right, do what is just; for my sation is
. about to come, my justice, about to be revealgts™6:1)
In Luke 18:16-17,“Jesus ... said, ‘Let the

children come to me and do not prevent them: foeth _1he dictionary defines “justice” as the quality
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Amen P€iNg fair and reasonable. But what is the Lor
say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdomJ“St'Ce? There are times, as | listen to a friegllme
God like a child will not enter it’ True to Jesus’ that her prayers were heard, | think to myself, Y

preaching, the BLD Community calls His children :nOt mine?” But then on my way home, as | ascend
an early age, so that we may bring the Kingdom steps from the train platfo_rm to the station, | ﬁee
God to them because His Kingdom is theirs. homeless man who has lived in the train station

_ o _more than a year. Is this the Lord’s justice famhi
You can view the Youth Ministry as a communitthat he should be homeless?

in itself. The leadership is composed of five You , e
members that go thru an emergence and a discernr ~ Aré We each getting what is just? Maybe my r¢
process similar to BLD adults. Each youth is assigrduestion is will I be getting what | deserve? Weiat
to focus on a particular apostolate — Evangelizathdeserve? What must | do for His salvation to come

Formation, Pastoral, Management and Mission. Th M&?

adult couples are assigned to guide them thru The answer lies, not with the things that we hé
myriad of activities geared towards these apostelaor do not have. While it is true that some trisders
The membership is composed of teen-agers rangin more difficult than others, the challenge is thensa
age from 15 thru 19, usually high school to eaifor the homeless man, as it is for each of
college years. A youth member will stay with trindividually. Jesus tells us that to inherit etérfife,

Ministry for an average of 2-3 years, and thus, gan one must‘love the Lord, your God, with all your
view the ministry as transitional in nature. heart, with all your being, with all your strengthand

There are two major activities that the MinistyWith all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself
holds each year— the Youth Life in the Spirit Seanir (Luke 10:27)
(YLSS), usually held the first week-end of Marchda Our God has said this in so many ways, in
the Youth Encounter (YE) during the summer, just uncertain terms — in Isaiah, in Luke, in both thigl G
time for the youth to be out of school. These ditéi® and New Testaments - thus will His justice
are patterned after the adult LSS and encountrevealed. It will be based on how we “observe whal
although these are designed with the youth in miiright, do what is just.” It will be based on how Veee

We have our own Praise Ministry, providing praisGod... God as God... God as He is in our neighbori|...

support for all the ministry activities includingdse God as He is in that homeless man.
invitations to serve at DIPs and other full-fledged

districts. Salvation can come as soon as the very 1

moment. For if we follow His ways, He showe
During the year, we have our own Fridaglessings upon us. The things of the world beca
worships, led by youth members. We have bi-monthiss important, and the things that we pray fongea
family worship led by a BLD member family which 0 trulv bein 1o | God and strive to ha
encourages the whole family to pray together. \(e&io, . nhee we truly begin o love 50d and Strive 1o hg
one-day retreats are also held during the year asc oving Him as our purpos_e in this life, we expeoen
the Youth Rally, Washing of the Feet or a speci e'glft_of'Hls love; and it does not matter what g
Sigtion in life is - old or young, rich, poor orrheless,

leadership retreat designed to enable the yo healthy. | : th t that
leadership to bond closer together. Teachings fm or heaiihy. fmagine he momen x )

scheduled on the"®and 4" Fridays conducted by a,ccOMe truly aware of it — when we get that whigh
Youth Teacher who attended the Teache'dgserve — His Love. Then His Justice is revealed.

Efgﬁlggm;rgtmpﬁ%ﬁmég\é?e.%lii?(ir?gvir‘ﬂsjg;)rigt“rc]téqg very contemporary worship music that will enak
like the Battle of the Classes (BOTC) or basketbthe membership to sing and dance for the Lord,

X X o . .invite you to come and attend our worship and
games with the Singles Ministry or a mini-Bowlin 3; h f foot-st . h_ID
Tournament, when the schedule permits. guarantee you an hour ot 100t-stomping, hip-sway

worship songs and lots of clappinghonoring the
What really distinguishes us is our music whi&h only Lord we know — Jesus!
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COUNS LS (fompage 1) THE GIFT ©OF SONG

The universe shifts gear, a spark of bright ligtitsf  “| will bless the Lord at all times; praise shall be
upon the earth, and deep within Mary's body a babglways in my mouth. My soul will glory in the Lord
begins to form. Her life changes, and so doesifihefl that the poor may hear and be glddPs 34:2-3)
the world. Mary proclaims herself the Lord’s
maidservant, despite the shame and dishonor un
pregnancy brings with it at that time. Mary’s oletie
and willingness to accept the call of God became
assurance of God’s protection and care during . . , .
pregnancy and childbirth, as well as in the carbeof afd bring the joy and love of Christ to others. ien

young son. Mary does not expect great things frad GCthtn:fals carolﬁ arllwayshl:_)rirrllgls specilal menn(;orir?elsi_sfr
in return. She simply and humbly submits to hig. wil/VONAertul experience which 1 So valué and chers

This submission will become the model for those wHEIrOSPect. | remember seeing the emotions of
listen to the Lord and allow Him to move in theires PeOPIe we visited. They had tears of joy and fesliof

- : - gratitude for our visit. My sisters and | were memsh
and in the world at large without question. of the choir. The Christmas season was very hesti

edI love to sing and singing was always a part of
amily activity growing up. | have memories as aiyg
ﬁ:@ild of visiting hospitals with my family and fnes

Mary was the chosen mother of the Redeemer. Sbigristmas Eve was spent at the hospital singinglsdf
was prepared for the role from the moment of hgy those who could not be with their familiglp.

conception, through her holy origin - unsullied andfterward, we would rush back home, get dressed
untouched by sin, like the son she was to bearliféer sing at the Mass.

as a human being became the starting point ofeélae n
creation which will find perfection in the life amerson
of Jesus. The gospel states that Mareisharitomene,
“graced by God,” and therefore full of grace, coneé

as holy and full of grace by her own loving parents

| always find myself singing. On long trips it istn
unusual for our family to be singing in harmonyptss
the time away. There are songs from Burt Bachar:
Frank Sinatra or Tony Bennett. Now that | am a pér
the renewal, you will likely hear me singing
Mary’'s obedience to the will of the Fathehumming songs of praise. | love attending the Ma
challenges us to reflect on our own dispositionshef corporate worships and healing services. During
heart. Am | willing to respond to God in the sam&y® week, | find myself singing songs from these p
We may never encounter an archangel deliveringservices. These songs turn my heart toward the, L
message to us, but God's call can come to us irymasminding me of his blessings and goodness. Wher
ways. Are we sensitive and open to his call? Weit@lmfill our minds with good thoughts and songs of geail
Mary’s response to the annunciation, but what can wnow that we suppress and drive out whatever ihg
learn from it? Are we also ready to respond wite thhe Lord.
same words “I am the servant of the Lord may it be
done to me according to your word?This is a
declaration of complete faith and submission to ,God
readiness to be used in risky and even painful ways

As | write this article at 4 am (while my famil
sleeps and house work awaits), | cannot help b¢
emotional as it has struck me that it is no coieca®
that | have been assigned this task. My sister

Would we still obey God'’s will when faced withcontinued our family legacy of caroling at nursi
disease in our family? Can we still welcome thass& homes and hospitals. Every year, | miss joiningnth
of joy if today we are diagnosed to be sufferingnfr because of a conflict in our schedule. But thig ygau
some incurable disease, or when family membatisow where | will be. God has reminded me of t
encounter problems and turn to us repeatedly flp?hewonderful activity of bringing joy to others witloisgs
When age starts to weaken our bodies, and our plagpecially during this advent season.
fail, or are thwarted at every turn, or when theu€h
calls us to widen our vision and give witness te tho prepare the way of the Lord depends mainly an
sacredness of all human life at a time of changewa answer. It defines our true relationship with Hibmd
still prepared to put God's call above our owthe answer is really a matter of the heart.
preferences and needs?

Let us create the wonder of Christmas anew
Advent is about God entering into our human lifary- the first tabernacle - by saying ‘Yes’ to Gat

and condition, not through an angel, but in wayscare all times and bringing Jesus to the world.

perceive, comprehend and embrace. God comes int(bﬂ?ECﬂONs

through events, circumstances, people, challerages, ) _

responsibilities. How has he come to you, persgnatl 1. Be steadfast with your covenant with God.

this time? Perhaps, this is the first question hveuki 2. Be like Mary in complete obedience to the will

be asking ourselves, because our resporthe call 2 the Father.

ﬁ&pecially during the Christmas season to singlsqf
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS ENVELOPES

will be available on Dec. 16% and 23 for our
Love Offering this Blessed Season, in
THANKSGIVING for God’s love that has

been poured out into our hearts.

MISSION
Soup Kitchen
Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwéd
Every 4th Sat. of the month.
Dec. 24+ Mission Ministrye Contacts: Audie/Vulet
Chong 732.356.9056stitutional@bldnewark.com

BLD Newark Ablaze @ 20

The Stewardship and Management Services
Ministry is sponsoring a contest for the logo that

SECRETARIAT
Replacement IDs and database updates, will ta
placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

we shall use at our 20t Anniversary entitled BLD
Newark Ablaze @ 20. The chosen entry will be

notified and an appreciation gift will be awarded

at our anniversary celebration. Please email your

Stewowrdship - ITs o way of life!

T . OoORDS PROVISTION

PREVIOUS WEEK 'S

entry no later than January 31, 2012 to Collections Actual YTD
geabunag@verizon.net Tithe/Love Offering 3,555 163,753
For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A. Fundraisers (quf & Dinner Dance) 33,855
Typhoon Donations 1,364

www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

BL D \VIsSIolN

Financial details are available to all memberagmireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

We are a community of disciples inspired by t COMMUNITY CALENDAR ‘
Holy Spirit to be living witnesses for

. Dec. 23 | Christmas Mass

transformation in Christ to bring about a world of

Dec. 30 | Family Worship

justice, human development and true peace

BL D MIssIoN

In response to the challenges of our particulacegla
time and culture:

For our families:

We will evangelize families and build
communities of faith through encounters, Life i
the Spirit Seminars and discipleship formation.

We will give formation on personal and family
prayer, pro-life values, Catholic social teaching

Youth Rally
Jan. 14+« 8am-7pme St. Mary’s Auditorium

Catholic Conference of Youth and Parent

“The Lord Made You a Blessing Forever”
Contacts: Tony/Tatess Abad « 201.244.5744

2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
]gontacts: Mosti/Ling Garcidistrict@bldnewark.corrp

and stewardship.

For our communities:

We will actively participate in the life and

mission of the Church in accord with our God

given gifts.

For our country:

We will work on poverty alleviation through
scholarships, housing for the poor and advocac
for life, environment and good governance.

Be A Living Word

CN archives are available at www.bldnewark.net, click on Covenant News.

A dopent IPraper

Father, all-powerful
God, Your eternal Word
‘took flesh on our earth
when the Virgin Mary
placed her life at the
service of Your plan. Lift
~our minds in watchful
Ie®pe to hear the voice
which announces His glory and open our minds to
receive the Spirit who prepares us for His coming.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Volume 17 Issue 50
Christmas X IR ein Pear MHlessages

Archbishop Angel Lagdameo

Bulletin Edition

Years ago the most
important  decorations  in
churches, chapels, stores
parks, and in many, man

homes was the CRIB in varieg
and beautiful presentations. As
we contemplate before suc
cribs, we encounter one of the
deepest riddles of life: why

(©VENANT

BUKAS - LOOB SA DIYOS COVENANT COMMUNITY * ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK

Fr. Paul Lehman

December 23, 2011

Beloved  brothers  ang
sisters, Allow me to repea
what Archbishop Lagdamed
reminds us in his letter to the
global BLD community- that
the season is an opportunity
renew faith. As important as
celebration is and as necessa
for human relationships, wé

God as we know Himto be -
transcendent, omnipotent,

must not forget that as
omniprese@hyristians we are celebrating the Incarnation. \&e

eternal,
immutable, impassable - chose for His coming intisat technical term, "Incarnate” now in the cre®d.
our world the cave, the poor accommodations of tGaristmas and on March 25 we not just bow at th
crib, the lowly parents and visitors. Shocking fore words. We kneel in amazement that the Son of C

with "His status and stature!" What a contrast! Tls@ould become one of us. Do we realize f
answer to the riddle is precisely that: God lov@splications of this act of faith? God is our breth
contrasts. True God and true man! Fully divine andter in the year we will renew faith that He isro
fully human! God in Jesus has become "a sign retieemer. But now rejoice that He is here among

contradiction," a "living paradox," a living parathat and one of us and that He will never go away.
can be told again and again.

Nowadays we seldom see the Crib displayed @ngreat man of this world, it is the birth of onéaw
homes and pub“c p|aces and parks_ Many Of (ﬁﬂn“nues to be bom N the heartS Of me.n and \(VOI’
churches and chapels still keep the tradition thougWho hear the Word of God and obey it." He is t
Probably we have not "taken in" the answer, tHéORD made FLESH. He is the enfleshed Word
meaning of the riddle of life. Probably the Filipihas God. As long as we can find Him in our hearts,he t
become so poor and the "poor crib" expensive! Bigart of every man and woman, of every Filipin

look at the expensive neon lights for sale in oggver mind if we fail to see Him displayed in of|r

department stores and the firecrackers being reéadiemes, parks, and public places, - although thafiavc
for an explosive celebration of Christmas and Neilill be a good reminder of what we truly a
Year's Eve. How beautiful to behold the intricagelebrating. Christmas is not a matter of rememiger
decorations and neon lights in public places afdast event, the birth of Jesus Christ.

homes. Where is the source of the "riddle of iVB1? cpigimas is a celebration of the new presence,
one city parish, for nine "aguinaldo masses" th

- led f q I ®@w companionship, the new image of God in our
'Phaerz ;%ﬂ‘;rzlggerefofe(t)%;? ect on God's questlen 55 \an. Through the enfleshment/incarnation of G

in Jesus Christ, we discover the mystery of our o
Today's Christmas celebration, although centuriegman life. The incarnation of the Second Person
apart from the historical birth of JESUS CHRISTnSdhe Blessed Trinity is the mystery that revealagdhe
of God, Son of Man, continues the pulse of thaisdom and the insight of God who sends to us
historic birth, because it is not the birth of just @ Son. It is an event that Continued on page 3

Ignorance of the Bille is ignorance of Christ. Read youwr Bible dwily!
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Executive Council of Servant Leaders  District Servant Leader &

e 11strict Council of Servants
We come to another season romgiatman

merriment and we spend ti Christmas reminds us of t
choosing and putting up th 8 holiness of the Holy Family
ornaments, decorations, CcolordEsEEus gy 28 Holiness includes compassio
lights to add joy to the festive ai understanding, humor and t
the food we need to prepare a capacity to forgive and b

of course, the gifts. We hear t forgiven, to love and be loved.
words "Merry Christmas" and &S5

gives us an idea that indeed this is the time efytrar Holy families are not perfect

when we can be merry even in times of uncertaintiesPut always striving to be perfec
not according to a set of worldly standards, but

But how many really understand what Christmagog's standards. Holy families are not free fr

means? To grasp the true meaning of what thgynflicts nor do they never hurt one anoth
Christmas Season is all about, we need to set allide ygjiness in families means learning to forgive and

of the customs, glitter and traditions of Chris_t'rﬂaaen be reconciled, and learning to face problems ang
we have so that we can focus on the significance @hmething about them. It means striving to surrer
Christmas. Though it is true that Christmas ig, Gogd's light within us when the darkness arouad
celebrated as the day of the Birth of Christ it geemg gverwhelming. It means struggling day a
world, it also symbolizes a very deep significantit  yav 4o pring creative order to the chaos in ouediy
in our spiritual life. Jesus Christ is the VeY\when we work at cultivating  forgivenes

\F/)v?\r:r?nlrlcnaélr%rr]u?ef D';’Ln'texs"’;ir,:% r|1_|e Wrgsegorﬂa%:;ﬂ ar conciliation, and community, we embody Gog
9 , Sup . greed, ly will in our family life.

hypocrisy prevailed in the ancient land. Purity was
forgotten and morality was neglected. May we all strive to have holy families as v
wait the second coming of Jesus Christ. May
BLD) become a holy family mirroring the love ar
unity of the Holy Family and the Blessed Trinity.

In the midst of these conditions, Christ was bor
and He preached on the need for transformatiohan t
lives of the people. By the life He lived and His
salvific death on the cross, Jesus ushered in a new Together, with all the families represented in @
spiritual paradigm with the institution of the G3tran  BLD-Newark district, we thank our Lord for anoth
faith that brought in not only a new way of lifetbu year of blessings and favors. We rejoice, toget
also the dawning of a new era in the world. with all of our members, the presence of Emmanu

But this all began with His birth that symbolized G0d With us™ in our community, in our families ar
the indwelling of the Christian spirit in the liveg N our hearts, not only in our worship but at atigs.

every believer and the real Christmas emerges wheRave a Blessed Christmas & a Prosperous New Ye:
this Divine Person fills and transforms the hearts

men. As God who is divine was born of human : . .
parents, man who is human was thus transformed into! '€ Incarnation of the Son of God will contirtoe

a supernatural being. This commingling of thd€Main as a mystery that we cannot comprehend
divinity of God and the humanity of man became théis was a divinely-inspired event that we can 0

light that began to shine where darkness was hefore @dmire and honor. As St. John Chrysostom said
o ~ know that the Son of God became man, but how
The human nature of Christ is like the yeast whichot know."

leavens the whole mass (Mt 13:33). He is the viree a _ . .

we are the branches (Jn 15:5). And as St. Ambrose The celebration of Christmas is thus, a celebra
said: "The Almighty took the form of a slave thaet of faith. As Christians clothed with faith in ouro@,
slave might become a king." St. Athanasius alsd: saiwe are mandated to celebrate Christmas not for
"The Son of God became Son of man that the childréRerriment that enlivens the season but to heraid
of men might become children of God."This then igoming of our Divine God so that we, humans as
what makes Christmas or the celebration of Christ&re, will become partakers of the divine nature.
birth significant in that Christ did not deem edtyal We, in the Executive Council of Servant Leaadg
with God as something to be grasped (Phil 2:6) s Hireet one and all a meaningful and joyful Christn
was born in a manger in a in a corner of a stable &nd it is our hope and prayer that this coming
humble and poor parents, who had nothing to boa€hrist into our hearts will re-energize our livémtt
about, except their own spotless character anddssli#  we can all be ON FIRE again!
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-  Cou~NsSeLs

Nativity of Qur Lora

THEME: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18inds in life and the last to which he holds ous |
WoRD: We prepare for the coming of the Lorghand, and the most precious that he possessesjfejlen

birth of our Messiah. behooves us to take care of nature and animathatn

stable, the Lord reminds us that we should liveptym
and in humility rather than ostentatiously, or ||n
REFLECTION. ceaseless striving for great wealth, power, worl{jly
honors and public acclaim. A clean heart is wi|at
matters to Jesus. His first visitors were lowly
shepherds. Our Lord also reminds us to share |pur
blessings with the lowly, especially this Christm|ps

After the four-weeks of Advent, this week openseason, bearing the final judgment in mind wijen
providentially with the Solemnity of the Nativityf o Jesus will ask us if we have given food to the myng
our Lord. This Solemnity allows us to reflect omho drink to the thirsty, welcome to strangers, clothieel
we, as disciples of Christ, prepared ourselves ddckm naked, or visited prisoners. (Mt 26:35)

the birth of our Lord and Savior. If during the fou i iritual tion has b d
weeks of Advent, we have focused more on th our spiritual preparation has been as good aspu

. - ical preparations, we should be able to celebja
material aspects of Christmas, by now, we may weifysical . ) S
be physically exhausted by the days spent ShOppigd rejoice on this the Solemnity of the Nativitly |p
|

ORDER  Accept and believe in Jesus’ name.

The Theme for the Week i8Ve prepare for the
coming of the Lord when we celebrate and rejoice
over the birth of our Messiah.

decorating our homes, and going to endless parti T %awobr, Qesu:. Christ. Asdwe (t:ontlnduehto.foll W
And now, as we look at our credit standing an M by obeying HIS commandments and sharing pur

decreased savings account, we ponder what Christ Frources With the negdy, we will find' great 'deﬂiiyh
is all about. the simple things of life — the amazing evidence||of

His work in the world around us and, closer to hpr|je

On the other hand, if we had spent time reflectingur family, friends, community — and best of af,
daily on the readings of the Advent, we should bknowing that God our Father will continue to prawi
now have come to a realization once again, of hoier all our needs, for we are truly His belovg|d
much God loves us, having sent His only begotteshildren, with an imperishable, inheritance thdtept
Son, Jesus, to save us from our sinfulness. St. P#ar us in heaven undefiled and unfading (1 Pt 1:4.)
tells us “But when the fullness of time had come,

God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the W'Fh thankfulness 'n our hgarts, we claim e
law, to ransom those from the law, so that weay promise of the week which say$rom His fullness

receive adoptionAs proof that you are children, we have all received, grace in place of gracgri 1:16)

God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,D|ReCTIONS
crying out, “Abba Father!” So you are no longer a 1. Speak only blessings.

slave, but a child, and if a child thealso an heir, .
through God” (Gal 4:4-7) 2. Bear Good news and announce salvation.

And so, with eyes of faith we are now able to .
observe the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. He camérchbishop Angel Lagdameo (from page 1)

into this world in humble circumstances — born in gannot be consigned to the past because He ig|the
stable with only Mary and Joseph present by Hig sidLiving One” "who is and who was and who is |p
and surrounded by animals. The nativity scerf@me” (Rev1/18 & 4.)
underscores the importance of family. Blessed What does the coming New Year hold for us, {pr
Adolph Kolping said:The first thing that a perso® our country? If we really believe that God in Jegus
invades our human situation even now and until n{jw,
Prowmise of the Week RV verily expect that He can transform the wdjrs
“From his fullness we have all received, grace in of times into the best of times, our failures injo

. , ' victories, our tragedies into transformations, qur

place of grace.”(Jn 1:16) curses into blessing




Christtmas Prayver

Lord, in this holy
season of prayer and
song and laughter, we
praise You for the great
wonders You have sent
us:. for the shining star
and angel's song, for
the infant's cry in the
lowly manger. We
praise You for the Word
made flesh in a little Child.
We behold His glory, and are bathed in its
radiance.

“You are to
name Him

Jesus.”
Mt1:21

Be with us as we sing the ironies of Christmas,
the incomprehensible comprehended, the
poetry made hard fact, the helpless Babe who
cracks the world asunder. We kneel before You
shepherds, innkeepers, wisemen. Help us to rise
bigger than we are. Amen.

Mabigayang Pasko
at Manigong Bagong Taon!

We, in the Word Ministry would like
to express our heartfelt thanks to all the
contributors and volunteers who have
worked alongside us to bring you the
Covenant News each week.
Thank-you for sharing the Christ in you
to our community. May the Lord
continue to prosper your work.

Merry Christmas
& a Prosperous New Year!

Erratum: Volume 17 Issue 49's date should ha
been December 16, 2011 not December 23, 2011.

TEACHING CALENDAR

Singles Retreat
Jan. 14, 2012 9am-4pme St. Mary’'s
Grow in Christ, Grow in Life 1l & Discover Your
Promise» Contacts: Manny/Arlene Magalonzo
singles@bldnewark.com

BLD Newark Ablaze @ 20

The Stewardship and Management Services Ministry is
sponsoring a contest for the logo that we shall use at our
20t Anniversary entitled BLD Newark Ablaze @ 20. The

chosen entry will be notified and an appreciation gift will be
awarded at our anniversary celebration. Please email your
entry no later than Jan 31, 2012 to gcabunag@verizon.net

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS ‘

MISSION
Soup Kitchen
Missionary of Sisters of Charity, 60 Jay St., Néwi
Every 4th Sat. of the month.
Dec. 24+ Mission Ministrye Contacts: Audie/Vulet
Chong 732.356.9056stitutional@bldnewark.com

SECRETARIAT

placeevery 4" Friday at the Auditorium

Stewowrdship - IC's v way of lifel!

T . ORDS PROVISTION

PREVIOUS WEEK'S
Collections Actual YTD
Tithe/Love Offering 3,144 166,897
Fundraisers (Golf & Dinner Dance) 33,905
Typhoon Donations 1,364
Financial details are available to all memberadmireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

COMMUNITY CALENDAR ‘
Dec. 30 | Family Worship

Youth Rally
Jan. 14+« 8am-7pme St. Mary’s Auditorium
Catholic Conference of Youth and Parent;
“The Lord Made You a Blessing Forever”
Contacts: Tony/Tatess Abad ¢ 201.244.5744

2012 Medical Mission
e Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contacts: Mosti/Ling Garcidistrict@bldnewark.com

CN archives are available at www.bldnewark.net, click on Covenant News.

Replacement IDs and database updates, will taklp
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Child of Bethlehem
Be Borm in Our

Christ is born!

December ..

.about 2000 years ago — REJOICE!!!

GREAT NEWSI!I - After traveling about eighty
miles, on a trek that took several days from Nahard HEME
to Bethlehem, our Mother Mary gave birth to our
Savior, Jesus Christ. WORD:

Although His birth had been prophesied, JeSL&DER
arrival was initially not met with much fanfare.uB
it's from this humble start that the culmination of
God’s plan of salvation began. A plan to save the

Hearts
We are a blessing to others when we 3§
humble and obedient like Mary.
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7,;
Lk 2:16-21
“...Say to them: ‘The Lord bless you anc
keep you! The Lord let His face shine upot
you, and be gracious to you! The Lord lool

world with the Power of His Love...

“For God so loved the world...

..that He gave His only Son”
—John 3:16

.. The world as irall men: those from two thousan
years ago; those from both before and since t
including us to this very day.

Let us rejoice indeed!!!

Lk 1:41-44)

“So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a

upon you kindly and give you peace!”(Nm
6:23-26)
REFLECTION

In the Gospel today, we could imagine the sheph
rushing to get to Bethlehem. They had receiveditgsage
from the angel of the Lord that in the city of Dvhei Savior
had been born. When they saw the Child, they réedu
what had been told them and all who heard it werazad
by the shepherds’ tale. Overjoyed, as they hadnhec
recipients of God'’s favors and blessings, the srelptwent
home glorifying and praising God. They had seersite
an Infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lyingain
manger.

Three wise men also saw a sign, a star that |ed tine
where the newborn King of the Jews would be foigen
they saw the Child with Mary His mother, they pratsd
themselves and did Him homage. They then offered |
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Elizabeth, on Mary’s earlier visit to her, was Uaab
contain herself with the sight of Mary that shediout in a
loud voice:“Most blessed are you among women, ar
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how doesstl
happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should @ta
me? For at the moment the sound of your greetir
reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped fuy.
...Continued, page 3

Promrise of thhe Week

child then also an heir, through God.{Gal4:7)
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Consecrated to God

" Now |, in turn give him to the Lord as long as heés, he
shall be dedicated to the Lofd(1 Sam 1:28)

At some point in our lives, trials, hurts, lagsoved ones,
and other painful occurrences, happen. We fesisitpain
and often our faith in God is put to a test as wabtiHis

love. Sadly, we demand that God answer our question
Why me? Why now? Why?...Why?...Why?...” But should “All the pre-op patients were called, excepittfis one.

we really?

As | followed my son's casket, | felt numb awdally
broken with grief. | turned my gaze to the crucHixthe
altar. My heart was crying inside. | thought Gogdedd me
and my family. Somehow | was awakened while focosed
the cross. God so loves me as to allow His Soietordthe
cross. The readings during the mass dwelt in mydm
Wisdom 3:1, 9 “But the souls of the just are in the hand
of God..., and the faithful shall abide in love...”John

11:25-26 -...whoever believes in Me, even if he dies, will
live, and everyone who lives and believes in Mé nal/er

die...” This allowed me to let go of my son despite thie paling an escort with him. “I have no one,” he sdiden

and anguish. It must have been God's way.

Gradually, | felt God's love unfolding, as | kel at
myself and my relationship with Him. | begged Him t

empty me, of myself so | could receive Himme to survive, only to leave me suffering like this

wholeheartedly; for the grace to focus on His gesdrand
to be thankful for His blessings. | asked Godke tcontrol
of my life.

Through the years, | realized that my pains &emesome
opportunities towards a meaningful relationshiphvaur
Lord. They strengthened my faith and gave me theage
to carry on, let go of my pain and anguish, angteder my
son in consecration to the loving Father.

Indeed, God is an awesome God. | gave thartReddor
His faithfulness and steadfast love. Day to dégarhed to
be cognizant and to be grateful for His blessiagen for
little things.“In all circumstances give thanks ...[1
Thes 5:18)

Truly, “...all things work for good for those who

love God, who are called according to His purpose.'

(Rom 8:28)

n

Reftner’s Fire
“But who will endure the day of his coming? And wizan
stand when He appears? For He is like the refineire,
or like the fuller's lye. He will sit refining angburifying
[silver], and He will purify the sons of Levi, refing them

like gold or like silver, that they may offer duaaifice to
the LORD.” (Mal 3:2-3)

We tried to call him many times these past two days
no answer,” my nurse reported exasperatedly. Asefth
my office, | reached out for the phone and dialegl
number. It rang twice, and surprisingly a man amnesue
“Is this Mr. Gutierrez?” | asked. “Yes,” he answeré
proceeded with the interview. Mr. Gutierrez W
scheduled for an enucleation of both eyes. He lead
suffering from intolerable pain in his eyes, whicad
been blind for 16 years, and now they were schddate
surgical removal.

At the end of my interview, | told him that heedled to

he went on to tell me about how he once had aamite
children, and worked two jobs. But he lost evengh
after a car accident that left him blind. He themted to
sob as he said, “Sometimes | ask God, why He atlo

| paused for a moment and then reassured hinGtheh
had not abandoned him, that God loves him, and
sometimes He allows him to go through trials 4
sufferings so that he may draw closer to Him irygra)
Despite many others’ attempts to contact him, Ithads
able to reach him, | said, was a sign that God edhnte
to remind Mr. Gutierrez of His love. | told Mr. Geitrez
that | would be praying for him from now on, andith
would include him in our BLD Intercessory Prayers.

As | recall this incident from a few weeks abcannot
help but marvel at how magnificent and merciful
Lord is. This brief moment in time when | was atile
serve as witness of God’s love to a complete strar
strengthens my hope in Christ Jesus, our Light.| A
reflect this Advent season, | take to heart Godisda in
Malachi 3:2-3. As we undergo our trials, | belidiat
the Lord is like the Silversmith, Who puts silvergnld
through fire, until it is purified - when He finglsees His
image reflected on it. Our Lord has put us on ¢aigh,
our temporary exile, until we are purified, readyjdin
Him in the place He has lovingly prepared for uglia
Heavenly abode.

“And they shall be Mine, says the LORD of hosts, |
own special possession, on the day | take actiomd A
will have compassion on them, as a man h
compassion on his son who serves hirMal 3:17)
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COUNS I IS (fompage 1)

What stirred the hearts of the shepherds thatdtdiise  Tpe very first part of this
excitement? What made the three wise men walk ﬂ&ﬂant by the priest Zechariah is

distance? In what way did Elizabeth’s pronouncenesie

to what the shepherds and the wise men experiehcgd®
their encounter with the divine! They had seenirifent

Jesus - the Son of God, the Prince of Peace! Tdwbgden
the face of God shining upon them, looking kindbomi
them, and giving them peace! And so were theydakss

“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them
her heart.” (Lk 2:19)

The miracle of Jesus’ birth was the fulfillment af
prophecy revealed to her by the angel Gabriel wien
announced:Behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a Son, and you shall name him Jesus. He velidoeat
and will be called Son of the Most High...(Lk 1:31-32).
It was the fulfillment of a prophecy that becasagled the
very moment Mary expressed faith and complete ebegli
to God's plan of salvatioriBehold, | am the handmaid of
the Lord. May it be done to me according to yourrdi®
(Lk 1:38)

Mary shared the “priestly obedience” of her Son angxireme happiness and deep gratitude to the HeEatimbr.

prepared for Him a worthy receptacle by the amgraf the
Holy Spirit. In giving birth to the Son of the FethMary
contributed to achieving the fullness of time (@a).
Faithful and obedient, she freely cooperated \wehwtork of

our salvation. Her motherhood brought Jesus to th@ginning, from the darkness and somows of tethiy were
shepherds, the wise men, and Elizabeth. Her motherh i, His son was supposed to enlighten the souisegbeople

brought God's blessings to the world.

So profound is the role Mary plays in the lives ofson, with the help of the Messiah, was supposeatithe people

Christians today that she has been given numetiessot

affection. Of these, most significant and most emEassing
is the Holy Mother of God, by which we also celébthe

Solemnity of her Motherhood. By her title Holy Methof

God we bring to light the unique relationship Maag with

all Three Persons of the Trinity, summed up inJ&hn

Eudes’ Salutation to Mary: Daughter of God thehéat
Mother of God the Son, Spouse of the Holy Spiatnple of
the Most Holy Trinity!

God came to Mary in a very special way. He knew her The canticle of Zechariah today is an Advent mgipiayer.

Canticle of Zechariah

/N
a prayer of thanksgiving. Firstj[X]
of al, the bith of his son
brought new hope. A hope tha
the offspring would someday
take over his priestly position;
that his son will bring salvation
from the Romans. Also, being
of advanced age, this childless
priest was extremely thankiul
for the gift of fatherhood. |
Being a father at this stage o DAL
his life was a miracle only the
Heavenly Father could do. He even became mutediishelief,
with his speech restored only when John was bamvés so
happy that the Aimighty was actually listeninggradill - his
lifelong prayers were finally answered. The miratfatherhood,
the removal of the disgrace associated with chaiokess, the
newly revived hope and his answered prayers brdoght

e

XABAARA

(X1 D4 DADADDIDADADAA

The second part of his chant is a prophecy foiagy borm
child - John the Baptist. He had foreseen the pogpose of his
son’s existence. His son was supposed to prepasaghfor the
promised Sawvior; to lead the people to the dawa aew

through repentance and cleansing through baptisstly,Lhis

of Israel, establishing God's kingdom here on earttingdom of
everlasting peace.

The very last part of this chant is an exultatiché Blessed
Trinity; but because of the mention of the Son indie canticle
about the birth of John the Baptist, most of usidenthis al
continuation of the prophecy in the second pavtider this alsg
meant that the Savior was about to come - the Sdimec
Heavenly Father, coming as the promised Messials e
glory of the Blessed Trinity raised Zechariah’ssheyen higher.

heart, and blessed her abundantly. Mary's blessings As john the Baptist precedes Jesus and prepanesytfae him,
poured down to us in ways that are wonderfull Tgiou john's birth is also a preparation for ChristsJatn prepared th
God's grace, Mary gave us Jesus. At the Crucifidesus in - souis of long ago through repentance and charigeadf this
turn gave Mary to us, the church, when He saluetdisciple  chant reminds us to do the same. Just as Johmdiettéase s
whom He loved:Behold your mother.” (Jn 19:27) The  that Jesus would increase, this reminds us to bupnbbelves
Christ we seek becomes concrete with our relafipiisithe  paving the way for Jesus inside our hearts toratieHis birth.
Mother of God. Mary, our mother, gives us a serfse Qastly, John, being the one who started Christiiqpministry
belonging to each other. We are her children; therdd  through baptism, reminds us of our baptismal reneielesus.
Christ buiilt. It is important every Advent to renew our baptisith lesus;

Today we honor Mary, our mother, the Holy Mother ofahich is why it is fiting and proper for Zechalsabhant to be

God. May her humility and obedience..Continued, page 4 sung during Advent —as we prepare for Christis: bir




COUNSI IS (fom page 3)

serve to guide us as followers of Christ. May weetthe
courage and grace to live a life of faith, jusViasy did. May
we continue to be on FIRE - fruitful, inspired, eard, and
empowered in our mission work.

As we go on our dalily lives let us strive te &od in the
faces of the people we meet, in situations wedurdelves
in, in the ordinary and extraordinary happeningsira us.
He will bless us more as He blesses those whd-eekle
did the lowly shepherds, as well as the respecsail wnd
so we invite that little Child to come to us. Ane pray:
“Child of Bethlehem, be born in our hearts!” as prepare
for Him a “receptacle” fit for the Child of the GenwWoman.

Directions:

1. Let us be a blessing to the community; startytar
living up to our roles as shepherds and discipl€$iast
consistent with our Community Vision and Mission.

Be obedient like Mary; with humility and joy every
mission work, to again set the community FERE
(Fruitful, I nspiredRenewed an8mpowered)

T . OoORDS PROVISTION

PREVIOUS WEREK S

SPECIAT., ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLD Newark Ablaze @ 20

The Stewardship and Management Services Ministry is
sponsoring a contest for the logo that we shall use at our
20% Anniversary entitled BLD Newark Ablaze @ 20. The

creator(s) of the chosen entry will be notified and an
appreciation gift will be awarded at our anniversary
celebration. Please email your entry no later than
Jan 31, 2012 to gcabunag@verizon.net

Be a Livirng L ord

TEACHING CALENDAR

Singles Retreat
Jan. 14, 2012 9am-4pme St. Mary’s
Grow in Christ, Grow in Life Il & Discover Your Bmise
ContactsManny/Arlene Mangalonzeingles@bldnewark.cor

Jan. 20 CDFP Overview -ME 38, SPE 13
Teaching -Mark 10, John 6, Youth
Jan. 21* New Creation RealitiesGrowth in Prayer
—LSS 1-37
Intercessory- LSS 1-35
Jan. 27 Teaching -Intercessory Formation,

=

Collections Actual YTD Golden Years

Tithe/Love Offering 2,128 169,025 Note: On Fri: after worship, *Sat: 1-6pm @ St. Mar
Christmas Love Offering 1,964 Make the Covenant News
Typhoon Sendong 4291 | part of Your Covenant Life

Financial details are available to all memberagmireasury@bldnewark.com
Thank you for your continued support!

Prayer for a Blessing on the New Year

O sacred and adorable Trinity, hear our prayers on
behalf of our holy Father the Pope, our Bishops, our
clergy, and for all that are in authority over us. Bless, we
beseech You, during the coming year, the whole
Catholic Church; convert heretics and unbelievers;
soffen the hearts of sinners so that they may retum fo
Your friendship; give prosperity to our country and
peace among the nations of the word; pour down
Your blessings upon our friends, relatives, and
acquaintances, and upon our enemies, if we have any;
assist the poor and the sick; have pity on the souls of
those whom this year has taken from us; and Lord be
merciful to those who during the coming year will be
summoned before Your judgment seat. May all our
actions be preceded by Your inspirations and canied
on by Your assistance, so that all our prayers and works,
having been begun in You, may likewise be ended
through You. Amen.

Have a Blessed and
Bountuful New Year!

Please notify the Word Ministry if you have not lmeeceiving your soft copies by emailingord@bldnewark.com

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

IsaAalAH 58
In Need of Wellness Program Volunteers
Nurses for Blood Pressure & Sugar Screening
Doctors (General Practice)
Contact: R/L Amarante 908-265-216Benluz@aol.com

| salaH 58/ SERVICE MINISTRY
Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Check
Every 2 Friday after Worship @ Fellowship area

For Mass & Adoration schedule within the U.S.A.
www.masstimes.orgr call 410-676-6000

Youth Rally
Jan. 14« 8am-7pme St. Mary’s Auditorium
Catholic Conference of Youth and Parents
“The Lord Made You a Blessing Forever”
Contacts: Tony/Tatess Abad « 201.244.5744

2012 Medical Mission
Jan. 30-Feb. 2 Paluan, Occidental Mindoro
Contacts: Mosti/Ling Garcidistrict@bldnewark.comn
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